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Clarice:  denied  threat 
to  resign  over  enro 

Pensions 
leak 
triggers 
dispute 

By  Jjia  Sherman  .  "  _ 
Michael  Evans 
and  Dominic  Kennedy  ■  * 

LEAKED  proposals  to  save 
£100  million  over  three  years 
by  cutting  benefits  for  war 
widows  and  disabled  former 
servicemen  provoked,  a  furi- 
■  ous  row  in  toe  Ctinunons 
yesterday  between  Tbny  Bteir_ . 
and  the  Prime  Minister 
The  Labour  leader  accused 
the  Government  of  doing 
something  “shabby  and’ 
mean-minded.''  but  John  Mar 
jor  claimed  Mr  Blair  had 
“completely  misunderstood" 
the  issue,  insisting  no  pension-' 
ers  would  lose  put 
Labour  is  demanding  a 
Commons  vote  and  several 
Tory  MPs  have  threatened  to 
rebel  unless  the  .pafiqy  is 
reversed.  Winston  Churchill. 
Conservative  MP  for  Davy- 
hulme,  has  called  for  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  William  Walde- 
'  grave,  the  Chief  Secretary  .to  - 
the  Treasury.  But  the  Govern¬ 
ment  appeared  to  have  won  - 
the  support  of  leading  war 
pensioner  charities,  which 
claimed  they  found  nothing 
“overly  confrontational". 

Mr  Blair  urged  the  Prime 
Minister  to  apologise  for  his 
"deception",  asking  him  to 
answer  specific  points  “or 
stand  condemned  out  of  your 
mouth".  The  Prime  Minister 
said  no  existing  pensioners 
would  lose  out  as  he  defended 
a  decision  to  limit,  benefit 
payments  made  to  those 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  6  . 


JOHN  MAJOR  and  Kenneth 
Clarice  were  struggling  to 
counter  suggestions  of  a  po¬ 
tentially  fetal  rift  last  night 
after  the  BBC  repeated  that  the 
Chancellor  was  prepared  to 
'  lead  a  mass  walkout  from  the 
.  Government  if  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  gave  in  to  the  Right  over 
Europe. 

Both  were  forced  to  deny 
that  the  Chancellor  had 
threatened  to  resign  if  Mr 
Major  abandoned  his  “wait- 
and-see"  approach  to  a  single 
currency  —  Mr  Clarke  in  a 
surprise  statanent  In  mid- 
afternoon  and  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  .  in  the  Commons  20 
minutes  later. 

But  their  statements  Med 
to  ease  tiie  air  of  crisis  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Government  — 
reinforced  by  an  opinion  poll 
putting  Labour  37  points 
ahead  —  and  the  impression 
that  trast  between  die  Prime 
his  Chancellor 


The  BBC  had  reported  at 
lunch  time  that  Mr  Clarice 
believed  “someone  dose  to  the 
Prime  Minister"  was  behind 
an~  attempt  to  abandon  foe 
agreed  policy  on  .  a  single 
currency.—  a  move  he  was 
said  to  have  described  as  “a 
boomerang  laden  with  high 
explosives  which  has  blown 
irp  in  the  Prime  Ministers 
face,  damaging  Mr  Major 
badly  in  the  process". 

Mr  Clarice  was  also  said  to 
have  confronted  the  party 
chairman;  Brian  Mawhinney, 
because  he  believed  that  Cen¬ 
tral  Office  staff  were  suggest¬ 
ing  that  the  policy  would 
change.  He  is  reported  to  have 
told  I>r  Mawhinney:  “TeD 
your  kids  to  get  their  scooters 
off  of  my  lawn."  Last  night  Mr 
Clarke  issued  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  with  Dr  Mawhinney 
denying  that  story  as  welL 

But  the  BBC  report  was 
given  credence  by  the  disclo¬ 
sure  that  its  author  —  the 
political  -correspondent  Jon 
Sopel  —  had  lunch  with  Mr 
Clarke  on  Wednesday.  A  Lab¬ 
our  frontbencher,  who  had 
been  at  the  same  London 
restaurant  with  the1  BBC’s 
political  editor,  gleefully  let  the 


How  EU  fines 
could  add  up 

France  ,  and  other  countries 
joining  the  European  single 
currency  could  end  up  paying 
more  in  fines  to  the  European 
Commission  than  Germany 
paid  in  reparations  after  the 
First  World  War.  . 

Anatote  Kaktsky,  page  29 


cat  out  of  tiie  bag  when  he 
heard  Mr  Sopeft  report  on 
The  World  at  One. 

Westminster  was  soon  agog 
with  the  news  that  Mr  Sopel 
had  been  reporting  directly 
the  Chancellor's  views,  even 
though  Mr  Clarke  made  plain 
that  he  disagreed  with  the 
BBC's  version  of  events.  He 
said  he  had  not  threatened,  to 
resign  and  was' not  threaten¬ 
ing  to  resign.  • 

^Downing  Street  also  moved 
to  play  down.  talk  of  a  split 
saying:"Relations  between  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  are  perfect  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  feds  he  has  been 
misrepresented  and  has  taken 
the  opportunity  to  put  the 
record  straight" 

But  Mr  Major's  discomfort 
grew  last  night  when  most  of 
the  Tory  MPs  who  spoke  in  a 
private  1922  committee  debate 
on  the  single  currency  called 
for  the  “wait-and-see”  police  to 
be  reversed  —  in  spite  of  Mr 
Major's  categorical  statement 
on  Tuesday  that  it  would  not 
be  changed  before  the  election. 

The  impromptu  debate  was 
started  by  the  sceptic  Edward 
Leigh  who,  without  mention¬ 
ing  Mr  Clarke,  was  reported 
to  have  said  that  the  democrat¬ 
ic  will,  of  the  party  was  being 
frustrated.  And  Sir  Pieter 
Tapsell  was  loudly  cheered 
when  he  said  that  Winston 
Churchill  had  not  triumphed 
in  1941  by  arguing  that  Brit¬ 
ain's  men  should  fight  only  to 
the  best  of  their  abilities, 
dependant  on  their  resources, 
and  settle  for  second  best 

Tony  Marlow,  the  Euro¬ 
sceptic  MP  who  also  spoke  at 


the  meeting,  said  afterwards: 
“The  chancellor  dearly  has  no 
confidence  in  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  the  Party  chairman. 
The  Cabinet  is  divided.  We 
cannot  go  into  a  General 
Election  in  this  state.  Kenneth 
Clarke  has-  to  go  or  he  has  to 
be  fired." 

But  the  pro-Europeans  are 
in  an  equally  determined 
;  mood.  Several  have  warned 
Alastair  Good  lad,  the  Chief 
Whip,  that  there  would  be  a 
backlash  if  the  position 
changed.  Hugh  Dykes,  the 
Tory  MP  for  Harrow  East, 
said:  “We  have  an  agreed 
position.  The  Euro-sceptics 
•should  not  be  allowed  to 
hijack  it  The  Cabinet  position 
is  firmly  agreed." 

The  most  damaging  aspect 
of  the  disclosure  of  Mr 
Clarke's  private  thoughts  was 
the  dear  impression  it  gave  of 
.  a  breakdown  of  trust  between 
himself  and  the  Prime 
Minister. 

If  the  BBC’s  report  was 
accurate.  Mr  Clarke  dearly 
believed  that  friends  of  Mr 
Major  were  behind  the  reports 
of  an  attempt  to  change  the 
policy  he  agreed  with  the 
Prime  Minister  last  April 
when  he  finally  went  along 
with  the  idea  of  a  referendum. 

The  report  also  confirmed 
the  Euro-sceptic  suspicions 
that  Mr  Clarke  has  pinned  Mr 
Major  into  a  position  where  he 
cannot  change  their  agree¬ 
ment  Mr  Clarke  was  said  by 
the  BBC  to  be  making  dear 
that  if  the  police  did  change, 
not  only  would  he  go,  but  a 
number  of  junior  and  middle¬ 
ranking  ministers  would  go 
with  him.  and  a  handful  of 
Tory  MPs  could  cross  the  Door 
of  the  House. 

□  A  Gallup  survey  in  The 
Daily  Telegraph  puts  Labour 
support  at  59  per  cent,  up  four 
points,  and  that  for  the  Con¬ 
servatives  at  22  per  cent,  down 
six  pants.  Many  of  those 
questioned  thought  that  they 
were  worse  off  after  the  Bud¬ 
get  and  60  per  cent  thought  it 
was  “not  good  for  families". 

Mayfair  lunch,  page  12 
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The  Duchess  of  Kent,  who  yesterday  cancelled  all  of  her  official  engagements 

Duchess  suffering  ME 

By  Aian  Hamilton  and  Jeremy  Laurange 


THE  DUCHESS  OF  KENT 
has  chronic  fatigue  syndrome, 
the  Alness  also  known  as 
myalgic  encephalomyelitis 
(ME),  and  has  cancelled  aD  of 
her  official  engagements. 

The  news  was  released  by 
her  office  yesterday,  the  day 
she  was  to  have  attended  the 
annual  awards  ceremony  of 
Childline,  the  children's  chari¬ 
ty  organised  by  Esther 
Rantzen,  the  television  pre¬ 
senter.  Miss  Rantzen,  whose 
IB-year-old  daughter  is  also  a 
sufferer,  recently  engaged  in 
an  tB-tempered  television  de¬ 
bate  with  Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford  of  The  Times  over 
whether  ME  was  a  clinical  or 
an  imagined  condition. 

Chronic  fatigue  syndrome  is 
a  portmanteau  term  used  by 
doctors  to  describe  a  condition 
tiie  cause  of  which  is  not 
understood.  It  is  defined  as 
severe  disabling  fatigue  last¬ 


ing  at  least  six  months  that  is 
made  worse  by  physical  or 
mental  exertion  and  for  which 
no  adequate  medical  explana¬ 
tion  can  be  found.  Up  to  2J5 
per  cent  of  the  population  is 
believed  to  be  affected  by  it. 

Theories  about  the  condi¬ 
tion  have  provoked  bitter  con¬ 
troversy.  Patients'  groups  such 
as  the  ME  Association  claim 
that  organic  factors  play  an 
important  role,  but  many  doc¬ 
tors  believe  the  causes  to  be 
primarily  psychological. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Duch¬ 
ess,  who  is  63.  said  yesterday. 
“She  made  it  known  earlier 
this  year,  at  the  time  of  her 
visit  to  India,  that  she  was 
suffering  from  a  virus  with 
symptoms  similar  to  ME  She 
was  later  diagnosed  with 
ME" 

The  spokesman  added  that 
the  illneb  had  no  link  with  the 
Duchess's  earlier  bouts  of 


depression,  which  began  after 
she  had  a  miscarriage  21  years 
ago  as  a  result  of  contracting 
German  measles.  She  lost 
another  baby  two  years  later 
when  she  was  44 
The  Duchess  is  understood 
to  be  optimistic  that  she  will 
soon  recover  and  be  able  to 
resume  public  life.  “It  is 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  1 


Superbug 
that  eats 
antibiotics 
turns  cure 
into  killer 

By  Jeremy  Laurance 
HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 

TWO  patients  at  a  London 
hospital  have  become  the  first 
in  the  world  to  be  infected  with 
a  mutant  “superbug"  that 
evades  detection  by  thriving 
on  the  antibiotics  used  to  try  to 
kill  it 

Scientists  at  St  Georges 
Hospital  Medical  School, 
Tooting,  describe  the  mutant 
bacterium  as  “the  ultimate 
step"  in  the  evolution  of  antibi¬ 
otic  resistance. 

The  patients,  men  aged  60 
and  64,  recovered  after  the 
antibiotic  was  withdrawn  and 
the  mutant  bacterium  died. 
But  Dr  Ian  Eltringham  and 
colleagues  in  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  St 
George's  say  that  because  it 
was  thriving  on  the  treatment 
designed  to  kill  it,  the  bacteri¬ 
um  could  be  fatally  over¬ 
looked. 

“Have  we  at  last  witnessed 
the  emergence  of  a  true 
superbug?"  they  write  in  the 
Lancet. 

The  bacterium.  Enterococ¬ 
cus  Faedum.  is  naturally 
present  in  the  gut  and  is 
millions  of  years  old.  The  two 
patients,  who  were  admitted  a 
month  apart  and  had  both 
undergone  major  surgery,  de¬ 
veloped  resistant  strains  of  the 
bacterium  after  being  treated 
with  the  powerful  antibiotic 
vancomycm- 

Dr  Eltringham  said:  “There 
is  nothing  unusual  in  that  We 
see  a  lot  of  resistant  strains  in 
hospital  because  a  lot  of 
antibiotics  are  used.  What  was 
unusual  was  that  we  found  the 
organism  had  evolved  into  a 
vancomycin-dependent 
strain.  That  meant  the  antibi¬ 
otic  intended  to  IdU  ft  was 
making  it  grow.  The  cure  had 
become  the  killer." 

The  mutant  is  difficult  to 
detect  because  it  cannot  be 
grown  in  the  laboratory.  So 
the  patient  grows  steadily 
sicker,  but  the  cause  of  the 
illness  cannot  be  found. 


Papal  rebuke . 
over  women 

The  Pope  told  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  in  a  blunt 
discussion  on  women  priests 
that  only  be  had  authority  “as 
the  successor  to  -St  Peter”  to 
fay  down  doctrine. 

Dr  George  Carey  replied  at 
their  Vatican  meeting  that  the 
Church  of  England  was  enti¬ 
tled  to  make  Its  own 
decisions Pages  5. 21- 
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Amateurs  humiliate 
England  cricketers 

From  Simon  Wilde  in  Harare 


ENGLAND^  cricketers  expe¬ 
rienced  one  of  the  most  hu¬ 
miliating  defeats  in  their 
recent  chequered  history  when 
J  they  were  beaten  yesterday — 
with  a  day  to  spare  —  by 
Mashonaland,  a  province  in 
Zimbabwe,  tiie  weakest  cri¬ 
cketing  Tfest  nation,  -  in  the 
world.  : '  .  r  -  . 

England  had  expected  some 
.easy  matches  on  thor.visitlxit 
have  now  lost  two  of  tiieir  first  - 
threejanes.'  the  other  tiring'  ’ 

The  English  cricketers,  who; . 
play  tiie  game  ail  year  round, 
were  outclassed  by  a.  team  of  a 
fewprafeaabnaJsandahaod-  . 
ftti  of  amateurs  whose  com-  ■. 
mitmenls  as  farmers  prevent '  ■ 
than  'foam  devoting  much 
time  to  playing-  Mashonaland 
were  without  three  of  their 
leading  players  because  of. 
woric  commitments  and  one  of 
their  top  bowlers  is  injured. 
Some  w  the  Tinglimd  players 
earn  well  oyer,  £150,000  a  year 
frohC  the.  game;  while  the 


Mashonaland  players;  receive 
£9  per  day.  . 

England  scored  only  197 
and  180  in  their  two  innings 
and  bowled  badly.  Their  top 
three  batsmen,  Mike  Ather¬ 
ton, 'Nick  Knight  and  AJec 
Stewart,  scored  only  19  runs 
between  them. 

Zimbabwe  possess  only  390 
adult  cricketers  who  play  seri¬ 
ously  and  30  dubs,  most 
based  in  Harare  and  Bula¬ 
wayo  Among  these  is  Harare 
Sports  dub,  which  staged 
yesterday's  match  and  pos¬ 
sesses  same  equipment  rally 
‘  because  Engtish.  county  dubs 
leave  it  behind  when  they  visit. 
□  Tim  Henman,  Britain’s  top 
tennis  player,  doubted  his 
-1996  prize  money  when  be 
qualified  for  the  semi-finals  of 
the  Compaq  Grand  Slam  Cup 
in  Munich.  Henman,  assured 
of  £260,000,  meets  Baris 
Becker  for  a  place  in  the  final 

Tennis,  page  42 
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‘PrinceWlUiam 
shot  him " 


Traitor  Vassall 
dies  at  71 

John  Vassal!  the  trai  tor  at  the 
centre  of  a  spy  scandal  in  the 
1960s,  has  died  aged  71, -ft  was 
disclosed  yesterday. 

Vassall  a  homosexual  was 
jailed  in  1962  at  the  end  of  a 
trial  in  which  he  was  convict¬ 
ed  of  passing  secrets  to  tiie 
KGB.  He  was  released  after 
10  years.  His  funeral  at  the 
Brompton  Oratory  in 
Knjghtsbridge  on  Tuesday 
was  attended  by  more  than  a 
hundred  people—-.  Page  23 


US  gets  first  woman 
Secretaiy  of  State 

From  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  Clinton  yester¬ 
day  chose  Madeleine 
Albright,  US  Ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations,  to  be 
America’s  first  female  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State, 

Mr  Clinton  also  ended  a 
logjam  of  Cabinet  appoint¬ 
ments  which  threatened  to 
Higjit  the  start  of  his  second 
term  when  he  named  his  new 
national  security  team. 

Mr  Clinton  nominated  Wil¬ 
liam  Cohen,  56,  a  Maine 
Senator,  to  be  Defence  Secre¬ 
tary  and  the  first  Republican 
in  his  Cabinet,  fulfilling  his 
promise  to  try  to  include 
Republicans  in  his  Adminis¬ 
tration.  Anthony  lake.  57.  tiie 
National  Security  Adviser, 
was  nominated  to  takeover  as 
Director  of  the  Central  Intelli¬ 
gence  ■  Agency.  His  deputy, 
Sandy  Berger,  was  named  as 
the  new  National  Security 
Adviser. 

The  .  President’s  long-de¬ 
layed  choice  of  the  new  team 
comes  against  a  background 


of  foreign  policy  challenges  in 
every  continent  The  White 
House  also  announced  yester¬ 
day  that  Mr  Clinton  would 
hold  a  summit  with  Russian 
President  Boris  Yeltsin  in 
America  next  year. 

The  nominations  of  Ms 

Albright  59,  and  Mr  Cohen, 
which  are  subject  to  Senate 
confirmation,  were  heralded 
yesterday  by  Democrats  as 
imaginative  choices  which  re¬ 
peated  the  trail  blazing  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  first-term  Cabinet. 
Mr  Clinton  has  been  under 
intense  pressure  to  indude 
women,  minorities  and  at 
least  one  Republican  in  his 
Cabinet 

Ms  Albright's  nomination, 
which  came  after  lobbying  by 
women's  groups,  is  also  be¬ 
lieved  to  reflect  her  vigorous 
performance  at  the  UN,  where 
she  strongly  criticised  the  org¬ 
anisation  for  inefficiency. 

Hawks’  heroine,  page  17 . 
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Chronomat 


dose  cooperation  with  pilots  and  aviation  experts 

enables  Bidding  to  continue  improving  its 
chronograph  designs  aB  the  time.  The  Chronomat 
features  a  selfwinding  mechanical  movement,  a 

rotating  bezel  and  a  screw-locked  crown.  This 
znstrunKnt  is  water-resistant  down  to  100  metres. 
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into  a  scrape, 


The  sequel  to  Just 
William,  by  Richmal 
Crompton,  was  pub¬ 
lished  In  1922  and  entitled 
More  William.  Chapter  8. 
The  May  King,  opens  with  the 
following  passage;  " William 
was  frankly  bored.  School 
always  bored  him.  He  dis¬ 
liked  facts,  and  he  disliked 
being  tied  down  to  detail  and 
he  disliked  answering  ques¬ 
tions.  As  a  politician,  a  great 
future  would  have  Iain  before 
him." 

Yesterday  afternoon,  John 
was  frankly  bored  Prime 
Minister's  Questions  always 


bored  him.  He  rifelfrgrf  al¬ 
leged  facts,  and  disliked  being 
tied  down  to  detail  ana 
disliked  answering  Ques¬ 
tions.  As  a  politician,  a  trou- 
fay  befo 


bled  future  fey  before  him. 

This  much  we  can  say  of 
almost  any  prime  minister  at 
any  time.  Faced  with  hostile 
questions,  Mr  Major  has  al¬ 
ways  given  the  impression  of 
intense  resentment,  especially 
when  the  questions  come 
from  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo¬ 
sition.  But,  unlike  William, 
John  is  usually  careful  with 
his  homework.  What  was 
uncharacteristic  of  the  Prime 


Minister  yesterday  was  to  be 
so  ill-prepared. 

Tony  Blair’s  inquiry  ap¬ 
peared  to  take  him  by  sur¬ 
prise.  This  was  the  more 
surprising  because  the  Liberal 
Democrats'  Alan  Beith  (Ber¬ 
wick-upon-Tweed)  had  al¬ 
ready  asked  the  question. 
What.  Mr  Beith  asked  Major, 
lay  behind  reports  that  (he 
Government  was  to  cut  war 
pensions? 

In  startlingly  emotional 
terms,  the  normally  owlish 
Beith  spoke  of  old  soldiers 
hobbling,  limping  and  wheel¬ 
ing  past  the  Cenotaph  on 


Remembrance  Day.  Had  Mr 
Major  "forgotten  them  al¬ 
ready?”  Major  brushed  Beith 
aside  as  having  been 
misinformed. 

Perhaps  he  did  not  expect 
Mr  Blair  to  choose  this  sub¬ 
ject  Hie  betting  had  been  that 
the  Labour  leader  would  quiz 
him  on  his  Chancellor's  al¬ 
leged  impertinence.  Instead, 
Blair  returned  to  war  pen¬ 


sions.  He  had  been  scribbling 
as  Beith  spoke;  redrafting  his 
question  in  tight  of  Major's 
reply.  Blair's  weakness,  is  to 
rdy  too  often  on  prefabricated 
phrasing,  but  yesterday  he 
thought  on  his  feet  He  asked 
Major  the  same  question.  ■ 
The  Prime -Minister  gener¬ 
ally  deals  with  such  queries  by 
throwing  back  a  wealth  of 
technicalities  which,  if  they  do 


not  enlighten,  succeed  at  least 
in  stumping  iis.  Yesterday  he 
seemed  stomped  himself,  and  .. 
tried  to  patronise:  Blair  by 
suggesting  he  was  too  stupid  - 
to  understand. 

Blafrcfflnebackwititspecif'; 
ic  questions  whose  Import 
was  ..that- the  Government's  . 
plans  for  war  <  pensions  were 
callous  and  underhand.  Mae 
jor  ignored  .these  questions^ 
to at  his  temper  and  called  ■ 
Blair  pious.  ■  . :  ' 

By  now  Labour  backbench-  / 
ere  were  cheering  and  .  the 
Tories  looking  glum.-  “The 
Prune  Minister  is.  unable  to  • 


answer,”  said  the  Labour 
leader.  After  quoting  from  an 
aHfiged  -leak,  ,  he  called  the 
proposals  “shabby  and  mean- 
minded”  He  was  greeted  by  a 
happy  roar  from  his  own  side 
and  .another  .when,  after 
Questions: he  left  the  cham¬ 
ber.  . -  . 

Minutes  later,  the  Opposi- 
.  don.  made  it  a  double  when  a 
Labour  backbencher,  Thomas 
“McAvoy  (Glasgow,  Rufoer- 
•gkn)  'asked  .foe  question  we 
bad  eipeefed  from  Blair 
about  ■  Kenneth  Clarke’s  al¬ 
leged  “boomerang”  jib&The 
PrijD^:MmStcr  rcferiedto  a 


EU  treaty  plans  to  abolish 
internal  frontier  controls 


From  Charles  Bremnek  in  Brussels 


CONTROLS  on  internal  fron¬ 
tiers  in  die  European  Union 
would  be  abolished  by  the  next 
century,  under  a  draft  post- 
Maastricht  treaty,  but  the 
most  explosive  issues  associat¬ 
ed  with  further  integration, 
including  the  national  veto, 
are  avoided. 

As  Ireland,  which  currently 
holds  the  EU  presidency,  ta¬ 
bled  its  draft.  Jacques  San  ter. 
President  of  the  European 
Commission,  warned  Britain 
that  the  “hour  of  truth”  was 
approaching  when  the  EU 
musT  decide  whether  it  wants 
to  pursue  its  goal  of  integra¬ 
tion  of  turn  itself  into  a  “vast 
free  trade  zone". 

The  draft  offered  no  text  on 
extending  majority  voting, 
allowing  certain  states  to  pur¬ 
sue  more  rapid  integration,  or 
remodelling  the  Commission. 
Wide  differences  exist  among 
all  15  member  states  an  these 
issues.  Noel  Dorr,  foe  Irish 
chairman  of  the  IGC,  said  “it 
is  widely  recognised  that  these 
are  issues  that  will  eventually 


have  to  be  settled  in  a  deal  at 
the  end.  It  will  be  a  trade-off, 
one  way  or  another. "The  new 
treaty  is  subject  to  unanimity, 
Britain  could  veto  any  of  its 
provisions. 

British  officials  said  they 
were  pleased  that  all  Britain's 
wishes  had  been  cited  as 
options.  There  was,  however, 
plenty  to  worry  foe  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  draft,  which 
reflects  foe  desire  of  a  majority 
of  states  to  move,  albeit  cau¬ 
tiously,  towards  deeper  polit¬ 
ical  union.  The  most  imme¬ 
diate  problem  is  a  draft  revi¬ 
sion  or  foe  Maastricht  treaty  to 
abolish  internal  frontier  con¬ 
trols  and  apply  a  common 
policing  of  external  frontiers, 
including  immigration,  visas 
and  asylum  within  a  year  of 
the  treaty's  completion. 

The  union  has  been  pledged 
to  such  action  since  the  Treaty 
of  Rome  in  1957  but  a  oore 
group  of  member  stales  have 
only  begun  implementing  it, 
outside  foe  treaty. 

The  draft  envisages  turning 


the  EU  into  an  “area  of 
freedom,  security  and  justice" 
by  January  1,  2001.  A  section, 
which  Ireland  acknowledged 
as  unacceptable  to  several 
states,  calls  for  foe  EU  to 
harmonise  its  justice  systems 
to  assist  common  policing  and 
prevent  conflicts  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  In  a  suggestion  unaccept¬ 
able  to  Britain,  it  also 
envisages  a  boost  to  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  Europol  the  fledgling 
police  agency  and  of  foe 
European  Court  of  Justice. 
Britain,  however,  is  content 
with  proposals  for  intensifying 
direct  co-operation  between 
European  police  forces. 

On  social  affairs.  Ireland 
noted  that  all  14  other  states 
wanted  an  end  to  Britain's  opt- 
out  from  the  social  chapter  of 
foe  Maastricht  treaty,  but  it 
said  the  issue  should  be  dealt 
with  later.  This  was  a  dear 
reference  to  the  possibility  of  a 
Labour  winning  office  and 
signing  the  soda!  chapter. 

The  draft  treaty  also  envis¬ 
ages  the  creation  of  an  em- 


Germans  shift  panic  on 
British  food  to  salmon 


By  Roger  Boyes  in  bonn  and  Michael  Hornsby 


THE  German  panic  about 
British  food  yesterday  shifted 
briefly  away  from  infected 
beef  to  Scottish  salmon,  which 
researchers  said  may  have 
been  poisoned  by  neurotoxins. 

Fish  experts  in  Hamburg 
said  that  Scottish  salmon 
breeders  had  been  using  the 
poison  Ivermectin  to  kill  sea 
lice,  which  settle  on  the  scales 
of  the  fish.  The  chemical  is 
widely  used  against  cow, 
sheep  and  horse  parasites  but 
can  damage  fish  and  is  indis¬ 
soluble.  according  to  a  news¬ 
letter  from  foe  Federal  Ger¬ 
man  Fish  Research  Agency. 

The  newsletter  alleged  that 


British  salmon  farms  were 
getting  around  restrictions  on 
marine  use  of  foe  chemical  by 
keeping  small  herds  of  sheep. 
The  German  press  com¬ 
plained  that  farmers  who  used 
the  chemical  illegally  were 
given  only  token  punishment 
one  was  fined  £500.  Die  Zeit 
claimed  that  the  1974  Control 
of  Pollution  Act  has  been 
amended  to  allow  release  of 
Ivermectin  into  open  waters. 

Salmon  farmers  reacted 
angrily  to  the  claims.  William 
Crowe,  chief  executive  of  the 
Scottish  Salmon  Growers’  As¬ 
sociation,  said:  “The  German 
reports  are  scurrilous  and 


false  and  we  are  taking  legal 
advice.”  The  fanners  are 
allowed  to  use  Ivermectin  to 
control  sea  lice  under  strict 
conditions  provided  they  get 
consent  Only  four  of  foe  343 
farms  have  such  consent 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  tests 
found  traces  of  Ivermectin  in 
10  per  cent  of  salmon  sampled 
in  1995.  but  Scottish  farmers 
said  that  the  tests  did  not 
distinguish  between  home- 
reared  and  imported  salmon, 
which  accounts  for  a  fifth  of  all 
salmon  sold  in  Britain.  Irish, 
Canadian  and  Norwegian 
salmon  farmers  have  used 
Ivermectin. 


ployment  chapter  committing 
states  to  economic  policies  that 
promote  high  employment 

On  foreign  policy  the  draft 
proposes  machinery  for  in¬ 
creasing  Europe's  internation¬ 
al  influence,  much  -of  it 
acceptable  to  Britain,  with  the 
appointment  of  a  secrttaiy- 
general  to  take  charge;  It 
retains  the  veto,  but  allows  for 
majority  voting  in  certain 
conditions,  provided  all  states 
agreed  to  foe  principle  of  the 
action  in  question.  There  is 
also  a  proposal  for  “construc¬ 
tive  abstention”.  •'  : 

On  defence,  it  recognises  the 
absolute  priority  of  national 
sovereignty  but  proposes  clos¬ 
er  relations  with  the  Western 
European  Union,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  pillar  of  Nato.  Britain 
and  other  states  are  against 
calls  from  France  and  other 
states  to  put  the  WEU  under 
the  orders  of  the  EU. 

On  remodefling  the  institu¬ 
tions,  die  Irish  noted  that 
states  wanted  to  boost  the 
powers  of  the  European  Court 
while  Britain  wanted  to  curb 
them.  It  proposed  that  there 
be  no  more  than  700  members 
of  the  European  Parliament. 
The  draft  trod  carefully  on  the 
question  of  increasing  the 
powers  of  the  Europeaiv  P&r- 
liament,  a  demand  of 
Germany  and  Its  federal- 
minded  allies.  It  said  there 
was  a  “general  willingness"  to 
give  parliament  more  control 
of  law-making,  along  with  foe 
council  of  member  states,  and 
it  proposed  giving  the  Stras¬ 


bourg  assembly  the  right  to 
elect  the  president  of  the 


Commission. 

On  extending  majority  vot¬ 
ing  in  EU  legislation,  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  which  Britain  is 
fiercely  opposed.  Ireland  said 
this  could  only  be  derided  once 
EU  leaders  fixed  a  “dear 
political  direction". 

Federal-minded  officials 
have  already  criticised  foe 
Irish  draft  as  too  timid. 


Howard  unveils  good 


The  .first  goqd,  ritizenship  awards  m  memory  or  Philip 
Lawrence,  the -headmaster  murdered  m  London. -wfll  be 
given  in  Smooths,  Michael  Howard  announces  today. The 
Home  Secretary  -says  the  formal  launch  of  .the  Philip 
Lawrence  Memorial  Awards  will  be  in  March,  when 
examples  of  good  citizenship  will  be  used  to  show  how 
yoong  people  can  quality.  .  ‘  '. 

-  In  an  article  inrJne  Times,  Mr  Howard  says  me  awards 
will  complement  various  schemes  already  in  existence-  He 
appeals  for  voluntary  and  youth  groups  to  help  to  develop 
his  ideas.  “I  hope  the  scheme  wiH  play  a  part  in  helping  to 
raise  the  nett  generation  of  good  citizens."  Awards,  page  20 


Harassment  curbs 


Violent  and- noisy  neighbours  face  up  .to-  five  years  in  jail 
under  a  government  BQi  to  curb  harassment,  published 
yesterday.  Stalkers  and  people  who  practise  racial  abuse  wifi 
also  be  curbed  by  the  new  measures.  The  Home  Office  said 
that  once  the  Protection  from  Harassment  Bill  came  into 
force  it  would  lead  to  an  additional  200 criminal  cases  a  year 
in  England  and  Wales.  . 


Abbott  article  studied 


Comments  by  Diane  Abbott  on  “blonde.  blue-eyed”  Finnish 
nurses'  are  bring  studied  by  Scotland  Yard  under  laws 
designed  to  prevent  racial  hatred.  The  Labour  MFs  article 
criticising  a  hospital  that  recruited  Scandinavian  nurses  has 
led  to;  two  official  complaints  to  Hackney  police.  The 
complaints  have  been  passed  to  the  Metropolitan  Police's 
community  relations  officers. 


Sifiso  Masaago:  his  earlier  flight  was  cancelled 


Wheelchair  lift  accident 


Zulu  boy  heads  home 
after  flight  delay 


Susan  Downs,  20,  foe  pregnant  fiancee  of  Richard  Powell 
the  former  British  paxalympics  athlete,  was  in  intensive  care 
after  being  trapped  against  the  ceiling  by  his  wheelchair  lift 
at  their home  in  Ritynmey,  Sooth  Wales.  She  was  trying  to 
mend  the  lift  which  had  been  installed  by  foe  local  council 
Her  condition  was  described  as  stable. 


By  Inigo  Gilmore  and  Joanna  Bale 


Leading  article,  page  Z1 


THE  Zulu  boy  at  the  centre  of 
a  custody  dispute  between  His 
parents  and  his  white  foster 
mother  was  due  to  arrive  back 
in  Britain  last  night  after  an 
unexpected  delay. 

Sifiso  Masango,  10,  flew 
from  Johannesburg  alone  yes¬ 
terday  morning  after  spend¬ 
ing  the. night  at  an  airport 
hotel  because  of  the  cancella¬ 
tion  of  Wednesday’s  Squili 
African  Airways  flight  to 
London.  "I’m  happy  to  be 
going,"  he  said. 

Waiting  for  him  in  London 
was  Salome  Stopfbrd,  foe 
woman  who  brought  hire  up 


and  had  wanted  to  adopt  him, 
but  who  was  forced  by  foe 
courts  to  return  him  to  his 
parents  m  South  Africa.  His 
-father,  Charles  Mahlangu, 
said  his  son  had  a  return  ticket 
for  January  5,  but  would  stay 
in  London  if  Mrs  Stopford 
agreed  to  sign  legal  docu¬ 
ments  guaranteeing  twice- 
yearty  visits  to  South  Africa. 

He  said  he  had  managed  to 
.win  over  his  wife,  who  had 
opposed  Sifiso’s  return.  “It  is 
where  he  wanted  to  be.  I  cant 
tell  him,  T  dont  want  you  to  go 
back.' I  love  him  and  I  want  to 
do  what  is  best  for  him.” 


Computer  licence  fee 


Owners  of  personal  computers  may  have  to  pay  for  a  BBC 
licence  foe  in  the  same  way  as  a  television,  senior 
corporation  executives  suggested,  to  MPs  on  the  National 
Heritage  Committee. .  John  But;  foe  Director-General and 
Sir  Christopher  Bland,  the  Chairman,  said  technological 
changes  would  mean  programmes  being  watched  on  PCs. 


Citizenship  for  Charlton 


Jack  Charlton,  the '  former  Republic  of  Ireland  soccer 
manager,  will  be  made  an  honorary  Irish  citizen  tomorrow, 
becoming  only  the  eighth  foreigner  to  receive  the  accolade. 
Chariton,  who  took  the  Irish  national  team  to  the  fast  right 
of  the  1994  World  Cup,  receives  -  his  citizenship  for  his 
“distinguished  service  tothe  nation". 


Duchess  of  Kent  ill 


Continued  from  page  I 
nothing  too  serious;  she  is  just 
rather  tired  in  general  terms.” 
her  spokesman  said,  adding: 
"Rather  than  let  people  down 
if  she  agreed  to  carry  out  an 
engagement  and  was  then 
wiped  out  on  the  day  in 
question,  she  felt  it  better  not 
to  accept  m  the  first  place.” 

The  Duchess  has  not  been 
seen  in  public  since  July,  when 
she  made  her  annual  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  Wimbledon  tennis 
championships  and  attended 
the  Royal  Tournament  at 
Earl’s  Court.  Since  the  loss  of 
her  babies  the  Duchess  has 
often  appeared  in  frail  health, 
but  has  continued  her  charity 
work,  particularly  for  the  Sa¬ 
maritans,  for  whom  she  has 
often  manned  a  helpline 
switchboard  for  the  depressed 
and  the  suicidal. 

Two  years  ago,  in  a  surprise 
move,  the  Duchess  converted 
to  Roman  Catholicism.  Bom 
Katharine  Worsley,  she  mar¬ 
ried  the  Duke  of  Kent  in  York 


Minister  in  1961.  but  her 
change  of  religion  was  not 
regarded  as  presenting  a  con¬ 
stitutional  issue  since  her 
place  in  line  of  succession  to 
the  Throne  is  remote. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  is  eigh¬ 
teenth  in  line,  and  retains  his 
Anglican  faith.  The  couple 
have  three  children  of  whom 
the  eldest,  the  Earl  of  St 
Andrews,  married  a  Canadian 
Roman  Catholic  divorcee  in 
1988. 

A  report  by  force  Royal 
medical  colleges  on  chronic 
fatigue  syndrome,  commis¬ 
sioned  by  sir  Kenneth 
Caiman,  the  Government’s 
chief  medical  officer,  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  October,  said  it  was  a 
real  condition  but  that  it  was 
unhelpful  to  make  a  distinc¬ 
tion  between  bodily  and  psy¬ 
chological  illness.  Treatment 
consists  of  graded  exercise 
programmes  in  which  pa¬ 
tients  are  set  gradually  more 
difficult  targets.  These  can  be 
combined  with  therapy. 


Patients  can  be  helped  by 
positive  medical  approach 


By  Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


THE  Duchess  of  Kent's  illness 
will  excite  the  sympathy  of 
everybody  who  admires  her 
wonderful  record  of  public 
service.  Her  illness  has  been 
diagnosed  as  chronic  fatigue 
syndrome:  foe  term  ME, 
which  was  already  falling  into 
disrepute  in  medical  curies, 
was  finally  dispatched  in  Oc¬ 
tober  by  the  joint  report  of  foe 
Rityri  Colleges  of  Physicians, 
Psychiatrists  and  General 
Practitioners. 

Chronic  fatigue  syndrome, 
which  is  a  very  real  illness 
devoid  of  any  suggestion  of 
malingering,  is  characterised 
by  a  variety  of  symptoms, 
many  of  than  physical  The 
condition,  which  can  be  dis¬ 
abling,  can  be  triggered  by  a 
wide  variety  of  factors,  both 


physical  and  mental.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  royal  colleges 
described  how  in  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  cases 
independent  doctors  were  able 
to  show  that  the  sufferers  of 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome  had 
the  signs  and  symptoms  oF 
other  psychiatric  disease;  not 
all  of  those  psychiatric  trou¬ 
bles  could  be  described  as 
disorders  of  mood,  whether 
chronic  depression  or  mania. 

Many  doctors  are  con¬ 
cerned  test  a  diagnosis  of 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome 
hinders  the  necessary  psychi¬ 
atric  treatment.  There  is  also 
evidence,  presented  by  the 
royal  colleges,  that  a  belief 
firmly  held  by  foe  patient  that 
chrome  fatigue  syndrome  is  a 
distinct  disease  hinders  foe 
patient’s  recovery.  In  many 
cases  the  patient's  relatives 


may  encourage  the  patient  In 
this  destructive  belief. 

Absolute  rest,  which  in  the 
past  has  been  advocated  for 
sufferers  of  ME,  can  lead  to 
further  weakness  and  it  is  not 
recommended  that  chronic  fa¬ 
tigue  syndrome  should  be 
treated  in  that  way..  Patients 
are  helped  by  a  doctor’s  posi¬ 
tive  approach  to  their  -plight 
and  should  endeavour  to  keep 
going  by  caking  rather  more 
exercise  each  passing  day. 

If  the  Duchess  of  Kent  does 
have  any  underlying  psychiat¬ 
ric  condition  it  would  provide 
a  good  opportunity  for  a 
respected  role  model  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  psychi¬ 
atric  patients  whose  problems 
at  the  moment  are  often  mis¬ 
understood  by  their  friends, 
work  mates  and  even,  family. 


Pensions  leak  triggers  row 


Continued  from  page  I 
whose  hearing  was  damaged 
during  military  service.  In 
future,  based  on  independent 
medical  advice,  war  pen¬ 
sioners  will  not  be  compensat¬ 
ed  for  subsequent  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  hearing. 

But  organisations  repre¬ 
senting  the  deaf  were  aston¬ 
ished  and  gave  a  warning  that 
It  could  stop  people  seeking 
compensation  for  deafness 
caused  by  other  ways. 

.  The  leaked  proposals  show " 
thar  Peter  LiJJey,  the  Sodal 
Security  Secretary,  plans,  to 
save,  over  three  years  from 
next  year,  £15  millkm,  £35 
million,  then  £50  millkm.  Part 
of  the  savings  will  come  from 
simplifying  -  the  system,  in¬ 
cluding  cuts  in  foe  war  pen¬ 
sion  mobility  supplement,  and 
the  widows  rent  allowance. 

The  rest  comes  from  the 
restrictions  on  hearing  bene¬ 
fits.  expected  to  affect. 10, 000 
people  a  year.  A  letter  from 


Mr  Lilley  says  both  he  and  foe 
rest  of  his  ministerial,  team 
opposed  that  measure  but  had 
.  little  choice  the  Government 
was  under  it  legal  obligation  to 
accept  foe  medical  advice. 

The  Royal  British  Legion, 
the  Officers’  Pensions  Society 
and  other  ex-service  organ¬ 
isations  attended  a  meeting 
yesterday  of  the  Central  Adv¬ 
isory  Committee  on  War  pen¬ 
sions,  at  which  Lord  Mackay 
of  Ardbrecknish,  Minister  of 
State  at  the  Department  "of 
■Social  Security,  outlined  the 
reforms.  ..  . 

The  Royal  British .  Legion 
said:  This  is  not  an  attempt 
by  the  Government  to  cut  war 
pensions.  Theyll  save  some 
money  just  by  not  writing  to 
war  pensioners  every  lour 
years  reminding  them  of  their 
entitlement  to  a  new  assess¬ 
ment  ..v  That  will  save 
postage,  but  we  keep  in  touch 
"with  these  ex-servicemen 
anyway.” 


Captain  Robin  Maries,  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  of  foe 
Officers'  Pensfoittr  1  Society, 
said  it  viewed  proposed 
reforms  positivdy, '  adding: 
“We  don’t  see  any  sinister  plot 
to  reduce  the  soppe  of  war 
pensions.  We  haVe  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  most  of  thenz/> 

Mr  Mackay  saJi-Tfie.  win¬ 
dows'  rent  aUowlaoe  -  wa? 
largely  obsdete  andgKjufe  ft 
would  be  aboliriie33xEStih€ 
claimants ;  wouid.-.jlot  -  he 
affected.  ’  -  ;  T" 

He  seeks  to  soap;  rank 

distinction  when  assessing 
war  disablement  gratuities  — 
one-off  tax-free  lump  sums 
given  to  veterans  wnh  Jess 
than  20  per  cent  disabilfty.Jt 
will  set  at  foe  rank  of  major- 

The.  war  pensions  /scheme 
began  in  1947.  'nkarey  are 
265,275  pensioners  worijhfode, 
and  57.Wwarwidowsi4.pen-. 
sioner getsfrean  EZL:to almost 
£300  a  week — but  hu 
service  life  caused  titel 


written  denial  of  (his  by  foe 
Chancellor,  but  foe  damage  ; 
was 'done  —  Labour  MPs  : 
jeering-  It  was  one  of  Tony  ] 
Blairt  .best  PIVTS  Questions.  ■  j 
Fans  ofJRkfomal. Crompton  J 
may  remember,  another  of  the  j 
author's  ; characters,  .Violet  ’ 
Elizabeth  Bott  In  moments  of  j 
frustration  the  tittle  girt,  who  ■ 
had  a  lisp,  would  simply 
threaten  “to.  foeream  and  ■ 
foeream  until"  tin  ’  thick”. 
Leaving  foe  chamber,  the  PM 

looked  just  as  ready  to  fock 
himself  in  bis  office  and 
thcream  and  foeream  until  he 
was  thick.  ' 
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Dig  your  home  contents  policy  out  of  foe  drawer,  make  yourself  comfortable  and 
have  a  good  read.  You  might  find  your  cover  jost  a  little  bit  limited. 

Abbey  National's  Home  Contents  Insurance  offers  an  extensive  choice 
of  cover  with  a  range  of  optional  extras  at  competitive  prices. 


What’s  more  we’re  now  offering  discounts. to  gi  ve  you  even  better  value.  So,  why  not 
give  yourself  total  peace  of  mind,  forget  the  small  print;  and  call 


0345  62  6266 


and  quote  reference  A455A/10. 


NATIONAL 

DIRECT 


Telephone  Imks  np«i  MwuUr  10  Friday  S.OOim  lu  V.OUpm  and  Saturday  S.OVim  to  4.00pm.  To  ai.iu  u»  in  improtiqg  oar  wrv.er  wc  nay  record  or  monitor  call..  Abbe.  Karionil.  4HmvVm«u|  Direct  and  the  Umbrella  Couple  cymbal  are  tradriuart*  of  Abbey  Nadoaal  pic.  Abbey  Houtc.  Bailer1  Street,  LWtfwTN  W  j  '6  JflL. 
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Children’s 
■■?  attacker 
‘wanted  to 
get  even’ 
for  teasing 


By  Richard  Duce 


In  his  interviews  with  police 
Campbell  was  said  to  have 
described  leaving  Ids  flat  with 
a  machete  concealed  inside  a 
bag.  He  told  police  he  had  also 
carried  a  kitchen  knife,  a 
washing-up  liquid  bottle  full 
of  petrol  and  two  metal  rods 
covered  in  foam,  along  with  a 
lighter  in  his  pocket.  The 
parol  and  rods  were  to  be 
used  as  flamethrowers. 

“I  had  the  machete  in  my 
hand.  I  attacked  some  people 
using  the  machete,  just 
anyone." 

Asked  why  he  kept  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  Dunblane  killer 
Thomas  Hamilton  and  of 
Martin  Bryant,  who  killed  35 
people  in  Tasmania,  Camp¬ 
bell  said  that  he  felran  affinity 
with  both  men.  “I  see  myself 
having  difficulties  and  being 
sort  of  victimised  and 
pressurised.  So  I  think  of  sort 
of  sharing  the.pressure  with  . 
other  people  and  attacking 
some  people  like  J  did." 

Earlier  yesterday  a  parent, 
Philippa  Parlor,  described 
how  she  hadhiddenin  a  toy 
cupboard  at"  the  school  with 
her  children  as  Campbell  went 
on  the  rampage.  She  said 
Campbell  was  slashing  at 
children  with  his  machete  as  if 
"cutting  com". 

“He  came  over  the  nursery 
fence  to  the .  children  and 
started  chasing  the  children, 
around.  It  was  like  watching 
chickens  running  around  in  a 
pen  because  the  children 
didn’t  have  anywhere  to  go 
and  didn’t  know  what  to  do. 
They  were  just  trying  to  run 
away  and  he  was  trying  to  hit 
the  children." 

The  trial  continues. 


critics  of  plan  to 
‘keep  greys  away’ 


AN  UNEMPLOYED  welder 
attacked  a  nursery  class  with  a 
machete  as  a  way  of  "getting 
even"  with  society  after  child¬ 
ren  teased  him,  Stafford  Crown 
Court  was  told  yesterday. 

Horrett  Campbell,  33,  told 
police  he  had  become  tired  of 
ban g  called  a  loser  by  child¬ 
ren  in  Wolverhampton  and  . 
planned  his  attack  a  month 
before  injuring  three  children 
and  four  adults  last  July  as 
they  had  a  teddy  bears'  picnic 
After  his  arrest,  Campbell 
was  asked  by  detectives  to 
explain  his  thoughts  as  he 
carried  out  the  attack  at  St 
Luke’s  Infants  school  and  told 
them  that  he  felt  the  school 
had  been  partly  responsible 
for  recent  troubles  in  his  life. 
"They  haven’t  done  anything 
personally  but  they’ve  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  pressures  I’ve  had 
by  jeering  at  me  They  tease 
me.  the  kids  at  school  They 
just  say  things  like  I’m  a  loser 
and  a  failure  and  that" 
Campbell,  who  lived  in  a  ! 
flat  overlooking  the  school,  ! 
denies  seven  counts  of  attempt-  j 
ed  murder  but  has  admitted  i 


■  By  Andrew  Pierce  •  • 
POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 


A  TORY  MP  who  yesterday 
advocated  a  ban  on  pensioners 
retiring  to  the  West  Country  to 
ease  the  rural  housing  crisis 
was  immediately  attacked  by 
his  own  supporters,  including 
his  mother. 

David  Nicholson  himself 
moved  to  Devon  from  London 
ten  years  ago.  His  82-year-old 
mother,  Lucy,  who  retired  to  a 
North  Wales  beauty  spot  20 
years  ago.  said  she  would  hale 
to  live  in  a  town  —  “most 
pensioners  would" 

Leading  Tories  in  Mr  Nich¬ 
olson’s  Taunton  constituency, 
the  majority  of  whom  collected 
their  bus  passes  years  ago, 
were  dismayed  by  their  MP*s 
intervention.  During  a  Com¬ 
mons  debate,  Mr  Nicholson, 
52,  urged  the  authorities  to 
keep  away  the  "greys"  who 
wen:  moving  in  in  increasing 
numbers,  because  the  charms 
of  the  countryside  were  disap¬ 
pearing  under  concrete. 

He  said  he  was  familiar 
with  the  problem  of  elderly 
folk  choosing  to  spend  their 
last  years  in  remote  beauty 
spots.  His  mother,  Lucy,  bad 
retired  to  north  Wales.  "And 
very  nice  it  is  too,"  Mrs 
Nicholson  said  last  night  "1 


Nicholson:  his  mother 
thinks  he’s  “a  bit  silly" 


am  sitting  in  my  pensioner's 
bungalow,  on  a  difftop  in 
Anglesey,  looking  at  snow 
covered  hills.  It's  beautiful." 

She  said  she  would  object  to 
any  MP.  even  her  own  son. 
trying  to  stop  her  moving  if 
she  wanted  to.  “We  should  be 
allowed  to  go  where  we  want 
David  is  a  good  chap,  but  he  is 
being  a  bit  silly  about  this." 

Jim  Dunkley,  71,  the  Mayor 
of  Taunton  who  moved  to  the 
area  from  Berkshire  when,  he 
retired  as  a  school  headmaster 
eight  years  ago,  agreed. 
"David  Nicholson  should 
pack  his  bags  and  go  back  to 
die  London  concrete  jungle  he 
came  from.  1  moved  here 


Migration  from  cities  is  accelerating  and  papulation  growth  is 
now  greatest  in  rural  areas  at  least  40  miles  from  a  large  town, 
a  report  published  today  says.  London  has  seen  the  "biggest 
decline  since  1980,  with  the  population  falling  by 628.000,  dose 
to  the  648,000  total  for  the  seven  other  main  metropolitan 
areas.  The  30-44  age  groiq>  was  especially  keen  to  leave  towns, 
seeking  a  better  life  for  their  children.  Professor  Tony 
Champion  based  his  study  on  census  figures  and  NHS 
records.  He  said:  "People  tend  to  move  progressively  from  aty 
cetttres  to  subarhs  and  then  into  the  countryside.  This  is  not  so 
much  a  cascade  from  the  cities  as  a  downpour."  The  report 
was  prepared  for  the  Economic  and  Social  Research  CounriL 


Fake  nanny  vanished  with 
baby  she  claimed  was  ill 


By  Joanna  Bale 

•  •  -  ■  •«.- 


a  WOMAN  who  posed  as'  a 
qualified  nanny  but  was 
described  by  ho- employers  as 
"every  .  parents  nightmare" 
was  jailed  yesterday.  She  had 
.tdbphoned  the  couple  to  say 
that  their  baby  son  was  seri¬ 
ously  fil  and  then  disappeared 
with  him  on  a  120-mile  trip  in 
their  car. 

James  and  Annie  McCoiuiel 
called  for  a  national  register  of 
qualified  nannies  and  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  police  checks,  after 
Sarah  Langford,  23,  was  jailed 
for  six  weeks  for  deception. 

She  had  gained  their  confi¬ 
dence  by  offering  a  fake  refer¬ 
ence  and  boasting  of  false 


Nursery  Nurse  Education 
Board  qualifications.  Mr 
McConnel  a  composer  of 
Billingford,  Norfolk,  em¬ 
ployed  Langford,  from  Nor¬ 
wich.  after  she  appeared 
“friendly  and  bubbly"  and 
wdl  qualified  to  look  after 
their  17-^month-old  son 
Freddie. 

Mrs  McConnell.  a  cartoonist 
for  Countiy  life.  said  yester¬ 
day:  “Two  weeks  later  she 
phoned  to  say  he  had  been 
projectile-vomiting  at  his 
playgroup,  so  we  rang  the 
doctor  straight  away,  telling 
him  to  expect  her.  but  when 
we  called  the  doctor  again  she 
had  not  been. 

"She  finally  turned  up  at 


730pm  and  swore  she  had 
been  to  the  doctor,  who  had 
aid  the  baby  should  be 
starved  for  24  hours.  She  was 
so  believable  that  we  rang  the 
surgery  to  tell  them  off." 

Langford  admitted  decep¬ 
tion  and  taking  the  car.  and 
asked  for  13  other  offences  of 
deception,  involving  lying  to 
other  employers  and  stealing  a 
credit  card  from  a  friend,  to  be 
considered. 

Mr  McConnel  said:  “I  think 
the  sentence  is  scandalous 
because  she  will  be  out  of 
prison  in  a  matter  of  weeks. 
She  is  seriously  ill  and  needs 
help.  When  she  is'  released 
there  she  could  get  another  job 
with  children  again." 
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when  I  retired  and  resent  any 
suggestion  that  I  have  sar  half 
asleep  in  a  rocking  chair  and 
not  made  any  valid  contribu¬ 
tion  to  local  society.” 

Mr  Nicholson,  who  lives  at 
East  Anstey,  in  his  constituen¬ 
cy.  said:  “1  am  trying  to 
highlight  a  serious  point.  The 
grey  wave  moving  into  the 
South  West  may  destroy  the 
very  facilities  which  attract 
retired  people  to  the  South 
West  in  the  first  place.  I  am 
not  saying  old  people  who  live 
there  should  be  moved  out.  I 
am  merely  suggesting  that  at 
some  point  in  the  future  we 
may  have  to-  restrict  their 
rights  to  move  in." 

Somerset  County  Council 
has  earmarked  land  for 
44,000  new  homes  by  2011. 
The  number  of  pensioners  in 
the  county  is  estimated  at 
103,000  in  a  population  of 
470,000.  which  is  33  per  cent 
above  the  national  average. 
Thousands  of  the  pensioners 
live  in  Mr  Nicholson's  mar¬ 
ginal  constituency. 

Major  Gilbert  Lamb.  72.  the 
president  of  Taunton  Conser¬ 
vative  Association,  said:  "Bor¬ 
der  controls  for  pensioners  in 
Somerset  is  not  a  feasible  or 
popular  idea.  The  elderly  are 
among  our  core  voters.  I  don  T 
think  banning  them  from 
Somerset  is  file  answer." 

Estate  agents,  who  are  expe¬ 
riencing  the  first  tentative 
signs  of  recovery  in  the  hous¬ 
ing  market,  were-  not  im¬ 
pressed  either.  Robert 
Morton,  spokesman  for  Slags, 
said  that  the  majority  of  sales 
were  to  people  moving  into  the 
area,  “irs  piffle.  No  one  In 
their  right  mind  ,  except  sortie 
high  principled  idiot,  is  going 
to  say  that  they  are  not  going 
to  sell  someone  their  house 
unless  they  come  from 
Somerset." 
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Gwen  Randall  head  of  Framlingham  College,  was  accused  of  inappropriate  dress 


Pupil  expelled  as  mother 
criticises  head’s  clothing 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


A  BOY  has  been  expelled 
from  a  public  school  after  his 
mother  dashed  with  the  head, 
who  is  the  first  woman  to  take 
charge  oF  a  Headmasters' 
Conference  school 

Olivia  Boland  criticised 
clothing  worn  by  the  head. 
Gwen  Randall  and  ques¬ 
tioned  the  sums  spent  by  the 
school  on  renovating  her 
home.  Mrs  Boland  is  consid¬ 
ering  seeking  an  injunction  to 
force  Framlingham  College, 
Suffolk,  to  reinstate  her  son 
Richard.  16,  so  that  he  can 
complete  his  A  levels. 

The  boy  won  a  scholarship 
to  the  700-pupil  scbooL  which 
charges  £<1270  a  year.  He  was 


expelled  on  Saturday  when 
his  mother  dedined  to  with¬ 
draw  him  after  the  head  said 
that  their  relationship  had 
irretrievably  broken  down. 

Mrs  Boland.  41.  of 
Stowmarfeet  Suffolk,  blamed 
the  dispute  on  a  letter  she  sent 
to  governors.  She  wrote  that 
other  parents  had  told  her 
that  Mrs  Randall  had  been 
seen  shopping  in  shorts  and  a 
top  that  might  be  considered 
revealing.  She  also  ques¬ 
tioned  the  money  being  spent 
on  Mrs  Randall’s  home. 
When  asked  to  sign  an  under¬ 
taking  not  to  make  similar 
allegations.  Mrs  Boland 
declined. 

“I  believe  a  head  should 
command  a  certain  respect 


from  her  pupils,  but  this  was 
not  happening  with  Mrs  Ran¬ 
dan,”  she  said  “f  do  not  think 
it  is  right  that  the  breakdown 
of  a  relationship  between  two 
adults  should  be  used  as  a 
reason  for  expulsion." 

Mrs  Randall,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  with  a  teenage  daughter, 
became  head  of  the  college  in 
1993.  This  made  her  the  first 
woman  member  of  the  Head¬ 
masters’  Conference,  which 
represents  the  heads  of  230 
public  schools. 

John  Clement  chairman  of 
the  governors,  said  there  was 
“no  substance  at  all"  in  Mis 
Boland's  complaints.  Bob 
Wright  the  school's  solicitor, 
said:  “It  is  sad  that  the  pupil  is 
the  one  to  suffer. 


.  Switch  between  5  Talk  Plans  free  of  charge.  Simply  give  10  days  notice  before  billing  date. 
Oranae  offers  this  direct  to  all  its  customers.  hO  No  other  national  mobile  network  does  this. 


£500,000 
Barings 
bonus 
ruled  out 


By  Robert  Miller 


A  FORMER  Barings  execu¬ 
tive  yesterday  lost  her  case  to 
be  paid  a  £500,000  bonus  that 
she  claimed  had  been  prom¬ 
ised  tiie  day  before  the  mer¬ 
chant  bank  collapsed. 

An  industrial  tribunal  ruled 
that  Mary  Waifs  bonus  was 
based  on  the  assumption  that 
the  profits  on  which  it  was 
calculated  were  real  Bur  the 
profits  were  bogus,  generated 
by  the  fraudulent  trading  ac¬ 
tivities  of  Nick  Leeson  in  the 
Far  East  money  markers.  The 
proposed  bonus  look  no  ac¬ 
count  of  the  enormous  losses 
that  brought  down  Britain's 
oldest  merchant  bank. 

1NG,  the  Dutch  banking 
and  insurance  group  that 
rescued  Barings  for  a  nominal 
£1  and  cleared  its  £830  million 
debt,  was  under  no  legal  or 
contractual  obligation  id  pay 
the  bonus,  the  tribunal  at 
Stratford,  east  London,  said. 

Ms  Walz,  who  was  global 
head  of  equity  products  at 
Barings,  had  claimed  that  she 
should  have  been  paid  the 
bonus  even  after  the  bank 
collapsed.  She  faces  possible 
disciplinary  action  by  a  City 
watchdog  over  her  role  in 
supervising  Mr  Leeson,  who 
worked  for  Barings  Derivative 
Trading  in  Singapore. 


Civil  servant 
cleared  of 
blinding  JP 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


A  CIVIL  servant  was  cleared 
yesterday  of  seriously  injuring 
a  magistrate  who  was  having 
an  affair  with  his  wife. 

A  juiy  at  York  Crown  Court 
found  Stephen  Coles,  a  senior 
Benefits  Agency  official,  not 
guilty  of  inflicting  grievous 
bodily  harm.  Tim  Burrell,  49, 
a  senior  Inland  Revenue  of¬ 
ficer,  lost  the  sight  of  his  right 
eye  from  a  single  blow  by  Mr 
Coles,  48.  who  said  he  had 
acted  in  self-defence  during  a 
confrontation  over  his  wife 
Jill,  42. 

Mrs  Coles  had  left  her 
husband,  taking  their  two 
children  to  a  house  in  Harro¬ 
gate,  North  Yorkshire.  Mr 
Coles  toured  the  town  looking 
for  them  and  saw  Mr  Burrell's 
car  outside  the  house.  When 
he  tried  to  go  in,  Mr  Burrell 
barred  his  way  and  gripped 
him  by  the  throat. 

Mr  Coles  said:  "1  brought 
my  hands  up  to  try  to  twist  his 
hand  off  my  neck.  I  was 
intending  to  hit  him  to  get  him 
off.  but  I  didn’t  know  where 
the  blow  would  land." 

Mr  Burrell,  of  Knares- 
borough.  had  46  stitches  to  his 
injured  eye  during  a  four-hour 
operation,  but  surgeons  could 
not  save  iL 
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Now  that  the  Intergovernmental  Commission  has  given 
approval  for  the  re-opening  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  for  passenger 
trains.  Eurostar  is  delighted  to  announce  the  return  of  services  to 
Paris,  Brussels,  Lille  and  Disneyland®  Paris. 

Although  we  can  return  to  a  schedule  of  20  trains  daily, 
operational  constraints  have  required  slight  revisions  in  our 
timetable.  For  example*  if  you  were  booked  on  the  05.08  from 
Waterloo,  your  new  departure  time  is  05.50.  See  below  for. your 
new  train  time. 


PARIS 

Prev. 
ITain  No. 

New 

ltain  No. 

Orig.  Waterloo 
departure.  . 

New  Waterloo 
departure 

New  Ashford 
departure- 

9078 

9078 

05.08 

05.50 

.06.53 

9002 

9004 

.  .  06.19  .  : 

-  06.57  ■ 

07.57 

9006  . 

9008 

07.23 

07.53 

08.53  - 

9010 

9012 

08.23  v 

:  .  0837 

09.57 

9012 

9012  . 

08.53 

08.57 

09.57 

9018 

9016 

10.23 

09.53  . 

9024 

9024 

11.57 

11.57  - 

12.57 

9028 

9028 

12.53 

:  12.53.  ■’■•*’ 

13.53 

9032 

9032 

13.57 

13.57 

- 

- 

9036  . 

•  •  -  •  • 

-  14.57 

•  -  • 

9038 

9040 

15.23 

15.53 

- 

9042 

.  9044  . 

;  .16.23  _  _  _ 

16.48 

17.57 

'  9046 

9048 

*17.15 

17.48 

... 

9048 

9048 

17.48 

17.48. 

•• 

9052 

9052  .  . 

18.53 

18.57 

19.57 

BRUSSELS 

•  *  * 

Prev. 
TTain  No. 

New 
TTain  No. 

Orig.  Waterloo 
departure 

.rfptew  Waterloo 

New  Ashford 
*■  departure 

9110 

9110 

06.53 

06.53 

07.53 

9116 

9118 

08.27 

08.53 

09.53 

9120 

9186 

09.27 

.  09.57 

10.57 

9124 

9130 

10.27 

11.53 

12.53 

9132 

9142 

12.27 

14.53 

-* 

9140 

9142 

14.23 

14.53 

- 

9152 

9152 

17.19 

17.19 

- 

9156 

9158 

18.27 

18.53 

19.54 

Average  journey  times  are  extended  by  20-30  mins,  however  a  smafl  number  of 
trains  to  Brussels  may  have  extended  journey  times  of  up  to  45  mins. 

*13-27  travellers  from  Ashford,  now  travel  on  the  19.54  from  Ashford. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  allow  passengers  holding  tickets 
to  travel  at  the  closest  time  possible  to  their  original  scheduled 
departure  times.  However,  should  this  not  be  convenient  for 
customers,  a  full  refund  will  gladly  be  given. 

Eurostar  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all 
our  customers  for  their  patience  and  loyalty  over  the  past  weeks; 


For  information  on  Sunday  departures  and 

Disneyland*  Paris  services,  please  call  0345  30  30  30 

Or  see  TELETEXT  P361 

Our  Internet  Site  http://WW^ 

The  Talking  timetable  0990  1 3  44  94+ 

Or  our  Faxback  Service  0660  600  600* 

(Just  dial  from  the  handset  of  your  fax  machine  to  receive  a  timetable). 


t8am  -  6pm  weekdays  7p  per  minute.  6pm -12  midnight  weekdays  3p  per  minute. 

Weekends:  2p per. minute.  449p  per  minute.  -  -j 
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Residents 
?  say  street 
name  is 
too  dose 
for  comfort 

By  Robin  Young 

ALt  nine  households  in  a 
suburban  cul-de-sac  are  de¬ 
manding  that  the  name  of 
their  enclave  be  changed 
because  they  consider  it  too 
low-class.  despite  the  fact  that 
it  was  named  after  a. former 
Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

Th®  aggrieved  residents  of 
Skinner  Close  have  signed  a 
Petition  complaining  that  the 
name  is  inappropriately 
downmarket  The  Skinner 
part  they  consider  ugly,  while 
the  term  Close,  they  say, 
reminds  them  of  Scottish  tene¬ 
ment  blocks. 

Houses  in  the  tree-lined 
turning  are  worth  between 
□3a 000  and  £170,000.  Their 
biggest  problem  may  be  not 
S  that  they  axe  in  Skinner  dose, 
but  that  Skinner  Close  is  in 
Crawley.  West  Sussex,  a  loca¬ 
tion  whose  name  seems  specif¬ 
ically  designed  to  make  foe 
flesh  creep. 

Valerie  Hutton,  whose  hus¬ 
band,  Peter,  organised-  the 
petition,  said:  “1  know  it  seems 
a  little  snobbish,  but  Skinner 
Close  does  not  seem  fitting  for 
this  type  of  property.  There  are 
nine  properties  and  not  one  of 
us  likes  it.” 

Mandy  Fard,  another  un¬ 
happy  resident,  said:  "It  just 
seems  ugly."  Her  neighbour, 
Helen  Holt,  added:  "Skinner 
conjures  up  thoughts  of  skin¬ 
ning  animals,  and  Scottish 
families  on  the  road  say  a  dose 
was  a  tenement,  which  hardly 
seems  appropriate."  The  fact 
that  closes  are.  in  England, 
more  commonly  associated 
with  cathedrals  appears  to  be 
lost  on  them. 

Crawley  council  at  first  gave 
the  residents  a  list  of  other 
mayors  whose  names  they 
might  prefer,  but  later  decided  . 
not  to  entertain  the  idea  of 
changing  the  name  of  Skinner 
*  Close,  which  has  been  known 
as  such  since  September  1994. 
Councillor  Chris  Mullins  said: 
“This  is  all  about  snobbery," 
while  Councillor  Jacqul  Wel¬ 
ler  feared  that.  If-'  Skinner 
Qose  won  a  name  change,  the 
town  hall  would  be  deluged 
with  similar  appeals. 

The  residents  havcsuggest- 
ed  that  foe  cul-de-sac  be 
named  Bhdtwocri.arataang 
the  names  of  Lord  Mayors 
Birch  and  Wood. 
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over  ordination 


From  Richard  Owen  in  romje 


THE  Pope  yesterday  told  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  a 
blunt  discussion  cal  women 
priests  that  only  he  had  au¬ 
thority  "as  the  successor  to  St 
Peter"  in  lay  down  doctrine. 

Dr  George  Carey  replied 
foal  foe  Church  of  England 
was  entitled  to  make  its  own 
decisions,  despite  “obstacles 
seen  by  some  as  obtruding 
themselves  into  foe  path  of 
swift  progress toward  foil  and 
visible  unity”.  He  said  that 
jfotgticans  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  had  to  “affirm  each  other’s 
integrity,  knowing  .that  deci¬ 
sions  will  sometimes  be  made 
which  we  ourselves  find  diffi¬ 
cult”. 

The  decision  by  the  Church 
of  England  in  1992  to  ordain 
women  priests  deeply  angered 
the  Vatican,  which  last  year 
said  that  there  was  no  scrip¬ 
tural  authority  for  ordaining 
women  since  Christ  had  only 
male  disciples.  It  decreed  that 
foe  ban  on  women  priests  was 
"infallible  and  for  all  time". 
The  two  sides  foe  also  at  odds  . 
over  papal  primacy,  although 
last  year  the  Pope  offered  to 
seek  “an  accommodation"  in 
foe  interests  of  ecumenism. 

Speaking  in  slow  and  heavi¬ 
ly  accented  English,  foe  Pope 
agreed  with  Dr  Carey  that 
"same  of  the  fruits”  of  the 
Anglican-Cafoolic  dialogue 
begun  30  years  ago  had 
started  to  emerge.  A  “real, 
though  imperfect  commu¬ 
nion"  existed  in  a  "new  spirit 
<rf  cooperation".  But  there 
were  “new  areas  of  disagree¬ 
ment  ...  which  sadly  loom 


large  on  foe  way  to  the 
recoiKaliatian  the  dialogue 
was  intended  to  promote”. 

He  'added  emphatically: 
"My  particular  responsibility 
as:  the  successor  to  Peter  for 
foe  faith  and  unity  of  the 
Church  leads  me  to  invite  my 
brothers;  and  sisters  of  foie 
Anglican  Communion  to  re¬ 
flect  on  foe  motives  and  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  positions  I  have 
expressed  in  the  exercise  of  my 
teaching  office." 

-  One  Vatican  official  des¬ 
cribed this  as  "a  straight-from- 
tbe-shoulder  rebuke".  But  Dr 
Carey  said'  there  was  a  “re¬ 
markable  degree  of  theologi¬ 
cal  and  ecclesiastical  conver¬ 
gence”  between  Anglican  and 
Catholics  and  that  the  ecu¬ 
menical  dialogue  must  contin¬ 
ue. 

The  controversy  strode  a 
dully  note  in  an  otherwise 
cordial  visit  The  Pope  smiled 
and  joked  with  Dr  Carey  and 
his  wife  Eileen,  whose  con¬ 
stant  presence  at  the  Archbish¬ 
op’s  side  has  been  criticised  by 
the  Italian  press,  La  Repub- 
blka  said  that  Mrs  Careys 
presence  was  a  deliberate  af¬ 
front  to  foe  Vatican,  which  is 
opposed  to  monied  male 
priests,  except  in  a  few  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances  such  as 
married  dergy  converting 
from  other  denominations. 

But  foe  Pope  thanked  Mis 
Carey  "for  being  here".  He 
later  joined  foe  archbishop  for 
a  colourful  vespers  service  at 
foe  Church  of  San  Gregorio  al 
Celio,  which  houses  the  mar¬ 
ble  throne  from  which  Pope 


Gregory  I  sent  St  Augustine  to 
Britain  1,400  years  ago.  In  an 
-  unusual  symbolic  gesture,  foe 
Pope  invited  Dr  Carey  to  wear 
the  full  panoply  of  archbish¬ 
op’s  cope  and  mitre.  - 

The  two  leaders,  whose 
talks  continued  over  an  un¬ 
scheduled  lunch,  issued  a 
"Common  declaration"  urging 
reconciliation  for  the  year 
2000  after  a  "second  Christian 
millennium.  now  in  its  dosing 
years,  which  has  seen  division 
and  even  open  strife  between 
Christians". 

But  if  added:  “The  obstade 
to  reconciliation  caused  by  the 
ordination  of  women  as 
priests  and  bishops  in  some 
provinces  of  the  Anglican  com¬ 
munion  has  create!  a  new 
situation".  It  "might  be  oppor¬ 
tune"  to  review  foe  Anglican- 
Catholic  dialogue  and  "to 
consult  further  about  how  our 
relationship  is  to  progress". 

Anglican  officials  denied 
this  meant  foe  dialogue  was 
stalled.  Dr  Carey  said  it  was 
"a  sign  of  how  far  we  have 
come  that  difficulties  can  be 
debated  without  resorting  to 
polemic”.  But  both  sides 
should  acknowledge  the 
" enormous  strengths  women 
bring  to  foe  Christian  mis¬ 
sion”  The  decision  to  ordain 
women  priests  was  not  fully 
accepted  in  Anglicanism,  he 
said,  and  could  still  be  re¬ 
versed.  But  this  was  unlikely, 
since  it  was  "going  from 
strength  to  strength". 

Dr  Carey  said  the  “hurts 
and  wounds”  of  the  past  450 
years  could  not  be  healed 
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The  Archbishop  and  the  Pope  at  the  Vatican  for  private  talks  yesterday 


overnight  But  he  asked  Cath¬ 
olics  to  understand  that  for 
Anglicans  and  Lutherans, 
who  had  recently  entered  into 
intercommunion,  the  Refor¬ 


mation  was  “not  so  much  a 
tragedy  as  a  rediscovery  of  the 
Bible,  of  justification  by  faith, 
of  foe  local  church  and  of 
priesthood".  Dr  Carey  is. 


making  foe  first  offical  visit  to 
Rome  by  an  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  for  seven  years. 
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Hume  calls  campaigners  on  moral  questions  to  order 


Hume:  obedience  urged 


ByRuihGledhux 
RELIGION  CORRESPONDENT 

CARDINAL  BASIL  HUME.  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Westminster,  yesterday 
issued  a  firm  instruction  to  Roman 
Catholics  campaigning  far  more 
libera]  attitudes  on  issues  such  as 
priestly  celibacy,  women  priests  and 
birth  control,  to  obey  foe  authority  of 
the  Pope. 

The  possibility  of  women  priests,  he 
said,  "has  cfcariy  been  ruled  out  by  the 
Holy  Father,  and  should  therefore, 
have  ho  place  in  a  Catholic  docu¬ 
ment".  He  made  it  dear  that  the 


Church’s  teaching  on  priestly  celibacy, 
birth  control  and  other  moral  issues 
must  also  be  obeyed.  He  also  appealed 
for  “docility  to  the  mind  of  the 
M agist erium”.  the  teaching  authority 
of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Cardinal  Hume  issued  his  state¬ 
ment  to  the  organisers  of  a  conference 
of  setfstyled  “reformers"  called  the 
JubOee  People  a  coalition  of  Catholic 
groups.  At  foe  conference  tomorrow, 
British  Catholics  on  the  Church’s  lib- 
'  eral  wing  will  issue  a  declaration  ca> 
lingfor  changes  in  policy  on  women’s 
ordination,  celibacy  and  sexual  moral¬ 
ity,  insisting  that  foe  conscience  of  the 


individual  should  become  foe  prime 
arbiter  of  behaviour. 

Cardinal  Hume  issued  a  four-page 
response  to  the  conference  organisers, 
who  claim  to  have  collected  23  million 
signatures  from  Catholics  in  Austria 
and  Germany  in  support  of  their 
reforms.  In  his  statement,  reported  in 
tomorrow's  Tablet,  Cardinal  Hume 
says .  exploration  and  discussion  are 
important  and  necessary.  But  he 
makes  it  dear  foal  where  the  Church’s 
teaching  has  been  set  out  unambigu¬ 
ously,  it  must  be  followed. 

While  not  seeking  to  exdude  people 
from  the  Church,  and  believing  that 


Catholics,  like  all  people,  must  follow 
their  consciences,  he  is  adamant  that  a 
conscience  is  more  than  a  matter  of 
personal  opinion  or  desire.  "The 
teaching  of  the  Church  on  moral 
questions  must  be  known  and  accept¬ 
ed,"  Cardinal  Hume  says. 

He  queries  demands  that  foe  Church 
must  “affirm"  all  people;  whatever  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  and  marital  status  and 
whether  or  not  they  have  left  foe  pries¬ 
thood.  "Of  course  we  must  always 
have  respect  and  concern  for  indivi¬ 
duals  . . .  But  to  affirm  a  person  must 
not  include  condoning  actions  con¬ 
trary  to  the  teaching  of  foe  Church." 


Studies  say 
cormorant 
is  not  the 
enemy  of 
anglers 

By  Nick  Nuttajj. 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

CORMORANTS  are  causing 
far  less  damage  to  fish  stocks 
than  many  anglers  believe, 
according  to  unpublished  re¬ 
search  by  government-backed 
scientists. 

It  was  disclosed  on  Wednes¬ 
day  that  militant  fishermen 
have  been  shooting  and  poi¬ 
soning  the  protected  species 
because  they  believe  it  is 
ruining  their  sport  But  sev¬ 
eral-rivers  allegedly  depleted 
by  cormorants  in  fact  have  a 
healthy  stock  of  fish  for  sport 
according  to  preliminary  re¬ 
sults  of  foe  studies. 

Scientists  from  Liverpool 
John  Moores  University  and 
the  University  of  Hull  said 
that  foe  birds  often  fed  on  fry. 
rather  than  foe  large  fish 
prized  by  anglers,  and  stickle¬ 
backs  and  other  non-sport 
species. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  Agency,  which  is 
supporting  the  research  with 
foe  Department  of  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  said  yesterday 
that  at  some  sites  it  appeared 
that  “foe  birds  are  simply 
belter  at  catching  fish  than  the 
anglers” 

The  birds  can  be  shot  under 
licence  from  foe  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  if  anglers  prove 
that  they  are  depleting  fish 
stocks,  but  militant  anglers 
have  been  shooting  them  ille¬ 
gally  because  they  say  that  it  is 
difficult  to  get  a  licence.  The 
penalty  is  a  fine  of  up  to  £1,000 
for  each  bird  killed. 

Andrew  TVIer.  director  of 
the  animal  rights  group  Ani¬ 
mal  Aid.  condemned  the 
shootings  yesterday  and  said 
that  angling  was  attracting 
increasing  attention  from 
campaigners.  "To  shoot  birds 
just  because  they  are  trying  to 
feed  themselves  on  the  fish 
that  anglers  want  to  take  for 
pleasure  is  utterly  perverse 
and  unacceptable  in  a  civilised 
culture,"  he  said. 

Several  fishing  organ¬ 
isations,  including  foe  Salmon 
and  Trout  Association,  have 
been  sent  envelopes  contain¬ 
ing  razor  blades  and  anti- 
angling  slogans  recently. 

Simon  Barnes,  page  19 
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Make  someone 
happy  this  Christmas 
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Customers 
giving 
bank  credit. 


“My  partner  and  I  would  recommend  TSB  as  a  bank 
providing  all  the  facilities  we  require  in  a  friendlyr  efficient  and 
personal  manner. 


“7  find  the  Bank's  approach  to  be  positive  and  constructive 
and  1  would  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  TSB  to  any 
other  business  looking  for  a  professional  banking  facility  but 
with  the  personal  touch.” 

Sfph— i  NadWtHh.  SV  Wtailnwoitft  a  Co. 

•  * During  our  growth  we  have  been  able  to  negotiate 
favourable  loan  arrangements  and  benefit  from  sound  advice 
from  a  very  professional  and  friendly  team  at  TSB ,  Town  Hall 
Square ,  Leicester.” 

mpwde  fadadL  Pal— m*  Catisf  tiler  gyHiiiri,  t  iilna  aiaiir. 

To  be  put  in  contact  with  a  TSB  Business  Banking  Manager 
telephone  0345  668  668 . 


Business  Banking 


DWb  want  you 

to  say  EQU 


TSB  Bank  pie;  R&gfcjiered  office:  Victoria  House,  Vicuna  Square,  Birmingham  B1  1SZ. 
Registered  in  England  and  Wales.  Number  1069268. 
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British  Museum 
urged  to  charge 
for  admission 


THE  trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  are  to  meet  this 
weekend  to  discuss  the  impli¬ 
cations  of  a  damning  report  on 
the  museum’s  internal 
practices. 

Swingeing  job  cuts  and  a  E5 
entrance  fee  are  among  op* 
tions  proposed  in  the  report, 
which  paints  a  picture  of  an 
archaic  institution  riddled 
with  inefficiencies.  Sir  David 
Attenborough-  the  broadcast¬ 
er  and  naturalist  is  among  25 
trustees  due  to  gather  on 
Saturday  id  discuss  the  future 
of  the  museum,  which  faces  an 
increasing  funding  deficit. 
Government  grants  are  being 
reduced  and  the  museum  is  to 
lose  its  annual  contribution 
from  the  British  Library  in 
1998. 

Faced  with  growing  pres¬ 
sures,  the  museum  commis¬ 
sioned  a  report  from  Andrew 
Edwards,  a  former  deputy 
secretary  in  the  Treasury. 
While  not  binding,  his  report 
makes  damning  reading.  He 
portrays  an  institution  in 
which  derisions  are  avoided, 
jobs  are  protected  and  half  the 
employees  are  off  sick. 

He  recommends  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  £5  or  £6  admis¬ 
sion  fee,  which  would  raise 
E8  million  a  year,  together 
with  severe  job  cuts  and  the 
use  of  television  cameras  to 


By  Jorr  Ashworth 

replace  many  of  the  warders. 
The  museum  employs  nearly 
1.200  warders,  curators  and 
administrative  staff.  About  20' 
per  cent,  or  240  jabs,  could  be 
under  threat  The  British  Mu¬ 
seum  has  an  annual  budget 
approaching  E50  million,  in¬ 
cluding  funding  grant  dona¬ 
tions  and  income  from  retail 
activities. 

Mr  Edwards  says  in  his 
report:  “Many  staff  have  re¬ 
mained  in  the  same  post  for 
many  years  and  redundancies 
have  been  virtually  un¬ 
known."  The  museum,  he 
says,  will  have  to  adopt  a 
private-sector  approach  to 
staffing.  He  singles  out  the 
museum's  "extremely  gener¬ 
ous"  entitlement  to  sick  pay 
and  urges  a  more  active 
management  of  sickness  ab¬ 
sence.  There  should  also  be  Ha 
greater  willingness  to  term!-' 
nate  the  employment  of  staff 
who  cannot  deliver  what  the 
museum  requires  of  them”. 

Finances  are  in  disarray. 
The  museum  does  not  employ 
accountants,  relying  instead 
on  former  senior  servants.  Mr 
Edwards  proposes  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a*  finance  director, 
supported  by  strict  financial 
controls.  He  says:  “A  particu¬ 
lar  problem  with  the  museum 
is  that,  with  only  limited 
exceptions,  no  one  knows  - 


Teenager  is  killed 
while  carol  singing 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


VILLAGERS  were  yesterday 
mourning  the  death  of  a 
teenager  who  was  killed  by  a 
car  while  carol  singing  with 
his  best  friend.  Flowers  and 
tributes  marked  the  spot 
where  Aaron  Crook,  13,  was 
hit.  One  message  read:  “l  will 
remember  your  song  for  the 
rest  of  my  life." 

The  boy  is  believed  to  have 
suddenly  stepped  into  the  road 
as  he  and  Michael  Cuddon 
waited  to  cross  after  singing  to 


Aaron  Crook:  hit  in 
front  of  best  friend 


elderly  neighbours  in  East 
Hagboume,  Oxfordshire,  on 
Wednesday  evening. 

He  died  in  John  Radcliffe 
Hospital,  Oxford,  about  an 
hour  later.  The  three  men  who 
were  in  die  car  that  hit  him 
were  said  to  be  very  dis¬ 
tressed. 

The  boy’s  mother.  Geral¬ 
dine  Crook,  said:  "He  was 
card-singing  to  raise  some 
pocket  money  to  buy  Christ¬ 
mas  presents  for  the  family." 
Ms  Crook,  33.  had  recently 
moved  to  a  new  home  with 
Aaron  and  her  daughter,  Kel¬ 
ly,  15. 

Fellow  pupils  at  St  Birinus 
School  in  Didcot  were  told  of 
the  accident  yesterday  at  a 
special  assembly.  Chns  Bry¬ 
an,  the  head  readier,  said: 
"Aaron  was  a  likeable  boy 
who  will  be  sadly  missed." 

A  spokesman  for  Thames 
Valley  Police  said:  “The  boy 
was  apparently  dragged  a 
short  distance  by  the  car. 
having  accidentally  stepped 
out  in  front  of  it."  Police  do  not 
expect  to  charge  anyone  in 
connection  with  the  accident. 
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what  individual  programmes 
really  cost."  He  says  depart¬ 
ment  heads  should  be  given 
1  their  own  budgets. 

On  decision-making,  Mr 
Edwards  says:  “The  avoid¬ 
ance  of  bad  publicity  is  seen  as 
tile  most  important  element  m 
public  relations.  Decision¬ 
making  tends  to  be  inhibited 
by  fears  of  bad  publicity." 

Mr  Edwards  concludes  that 
the  museum  faces  large  and 
increasing  deficits  if  corrective 
action  is  not  taken.  He  pre¬ 
dicts  a  shortfall  of  £25  million 
during  the  next  three  years 
and  urges  charging  admission 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  trustees  are  under  no 
obligation  to  act  cm  the  recom¬ 
mendations  but  are  likely  to 
concede  that  financial  man¬ 
agement  must  be  tightened. 
Staff  costs  account  for  more 
than  SO  per  cent  of  the  annual 
total  but  includes  .pension  1 
contributions.  As  one  source 
said:  “Museum  people  tend  to 
live  a  long  time." 

The  museum  said  that  this 
weekend's  meeting  was  rou¬ 
tine  and  would  not  necessarily 
result  in  radical  action.  A 
spokesman  said:  “The  British 
Museum  is  proud  of  its  tradi¬ 
tion  of  free  admission  and 
would  wish  to  preserve  it" 

Leading  article,  page  21 


|  Laurence  Olivier  as 
the  cinema's  Hemy. V  •; 

Once  more 
unto  the 
breach, 
an  Olivier 

By  Damian  Whitworth 

THE  Globe  Theatre  is  to  open 
formally  next  summer  with  a 
nostalgic  double  act  of  Henry 
V  and. a  young  man  called 
Olivier.  .. 

The  Shakespearean  play 
.  that  Laurence  Olivier  made 
into  a  classic  wartime  film  is 
to  be  directed  by  his  son 
Richard  as  part  of  the  first 
season  at  the’ recreated  Eliza¬ 
bethan  theatre  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  at  Southwark. 

Richard,  3S,  the  son  of  Sir 
Laurence,  later  Lord.  Olivier 
and  Joan  Plowright,  said  h 
was  inevitable  that  his 
father’s  figure  would  loom 
large  over  the  .  production. 
“One  of  die  last  things  he.ever 
did  was  to  record  the  prologue 


Richard.  Olivier  at  the  Globe,  where  he  will  direct  Henry  V,  “king  arid  chameleon  —  echoes  of  my  father” 


to  the  play  for  Sam  Wanama- 
ker  when  he  was  trying  to 
raise  money  to  build  the 
theatre.  He  was  too  ill  to  go 
out  but  he  put  all  his  energy 
into  it  arid  it  was  played 
at  a  meeting."  The  prologue 
features  the  famous -descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  theatre  as  a 
wooden  O. 

Richard  Olivier  has  been 
running  workshops  on  the 
play  as  part  of  (he  0163(16*5  ■ 
education  programme  and  is 
planning  to  work  with  City 
business  leaders  to  explore 
the  play’s  theme  of  leadership. 
“What  strikes  me  on  a  person¬ 
al  note  is  that  the  play  is  about 
a  king  who  is  not  just  a  hero 


but  an  actor.  A  man  of  many 
faces.  Like  a  chameleon.  There 
are  echoes  of  my  father.  But  ' 
my  father  was  almost  too 

close' to  the  character  that  he 
couldn’t  see  it 

“He  loved  the  play.  He 
loved  doing  it  and  be' was  full 
of  stories  of  filming  it  in 
Ireland,'  falling  off  his  horse 
and  bang  shot  in  the  logs  by 
arrows.  Henry  V  was  the  ideal  : 
king  who  pulled  together 
diverse  groups  of  people  for  a  / 
cause  greater  than  any  one' 
individual  which  is  the  per¬ 
fect  metaphor  for  what  has 
happened  in  building  this 
theatre.” 

Olivier's  production  will 


feature  Marie  Rylance,  the 
theatre's  artistic  director,  in 
the  tide  role:  The  production. . 
with  Elizabethan  costumes, 
will  run  in  tandem  with  a 
modern  dress  version  of  The 
Winter's  Tate,  directed  by 
David  Freeman,  which  wQl 
officially  open  the  theatre  m 
June.  Two  plays  by  contempo¬ 
raries  of  Shakespeare,  to  be 
announced,  will  join  the  rep= 
ertoryin  August 
The  opening  productions 
wfll  bring  to  fruition  a  project 
thaf  Wanamaker  first  dreamt 
of  in  1949.  He  established  die 
Globe  Playhouse  Trust  iii  . 
1970  but  died  in  1993  when 
construction  work  had  barely 


begun.  Last  summer  the  senii- 
completed  theatre  staged 
workshop  productions. 

The  play's  permanent  stage 
is  bong  constructed  from  oak 
in  an  aircraft  hangar  -  at 
Greenham  Common  air  base; 
Berkshire,  and  wifi  be  com¬ 
pleted  with  the  “tiring  house" 
—  dressing  rooms  —  by  .the 
spring 

□  The  Globe  Theatre  seasbo 
wifi-  open  with  previews  on 
May  27  and  run  until  Septem¬ 
ber  21.  The  box  office  will 
open  on  March  3.  Tickets  for 
standing  in  the  yard,  £5 
gallery  seats,  E5-E20. 

Theatre  reviews,  page  37 
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\  Shephard  acts  to  safeguard  A  levels 


examinations  to  be  refocused 

By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent  .. 


GILLIAN  SHEPHARD  inter¬ 
vened  yesterday  to  safeguard 
A-level  standards  alter  a  re¬ 
port  showed  that  the  aamina- 
tion'5  depth  and- rigour  were 
under  threat. 

The  Education  and  Employ: 
meni  Secretary  detailed  a 
package  of  measures  to  refo¬ 
cus  the  examination  and  -en¬ 
sure  future  generations  are 
taught  the  classics  of  English 
literature  and  master  .basic 
arithmetic.  Mrs  Shephard 
described  the  steps  to  main¬ 
tain  the  rigour  of  public  ex¬ 
aminations  as  a.  matter  of 
"national  interest". 

The  move  followed  a  want¬ 
ing  from  Chris  Woodhead.  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Schools, 
that  more  pupils  were  staying 
-in  education  longer  but  learn¬ 
ing  less. 

Government  advisers  prom¬ 
ised  there  would  also  be  a 
“cull"  of  examination  beards 
and  the  proliferating  courses 
that  allowed  schools  to  pick 
and  choose  easier  papers. 

Teachers'  leaders  said  they 
feared  the  Government  was 
rushing  to  turn  back,  the  dock, 
without  dear  evidence  of  a 
decline  in  standards. 

Mrs  Shephard  ordered  A- 
level  English  to  return  its 
focus  to  tite  greats  of  litera¬ 
ture,  including  a  requirement 
that  all  students  cover  at  least 
four  pre-20th-century  set  texts. 


Two  of  the  eighr  topics  to  be' 
covered  wffl  have  to  be  pre- 
.  17th-oenlury  authors,,  includ¬ 
ing  Shakespeare,  after  govero-: 
ment  dismay  at  the  disappear-:'  - 
acre  of  Chaucer  and  Milton. 

As  disclosed  in  The  Times 
yesterday,  she  announced  a: 
saies  of  recommendations. in. 
response  to  the.  publication  of 
the  report  by  the  School  Cur- . 
riculum  and  Assessment  Au¬ 
thority  and  Qfcted,  comparing 
standards-  in. chemistry,  Eng: 
lish  and  mathematics  between 
1975  and  1995.  She  conceded  : 
there  was  "no  hard  evidence 
that  standards '  are  falling". 
But  nevertheless  she  said  the 
report  highlighted  changes  in 
course  content  the  Govern¬ 
ment  could  not  accept  “There 
has  been  a  change  in  the 
nature  of  examinations  and 
given  the  importance  we  at¬ 
tach  to  them  as  a  national 
currency,  it  is  vital  to  ensure 
standards  remain  steady." 

Mrs  Shephard  commis¬ 
sioned  the  report  after  the 
thirteenth  successive  rise  in  A- 
levelpass  rates  in  1995  and  the 
annual  war  of  words  between 
critics  complaining  examina¬ 
tions  were' getting  easier  and 
schools  defending  their  pupils' 
efforts.  More  than  85  per.  cent 
of  A-4evd  candidates  were 
successful  last  summer,  com¬ 
pared  with  69  per  rent  in  1975. 

Mr  Woodhead  admitted  the 


report,  which  took  IS  months 
to 'prepare,  did  rot  provide  a 
dear  answer  to  critics.  But  he 
addok  ‘‘This  report  is  saying 
to  the  Government  that  the 
danger  is  that  more  and  more 
studmts  are  going  to  be  edu¬ 
cated  for  longer  and  longer  at 
greater  public  expense  to 
know  less  and  less." 

Mrs  Shephard’s  measures 
include: 

D  Increased  emphasis  on 
spelling,  punctuation  and 
grammar  in  A-level  and 
GCSE  English  and  a  new 
GCSE  in  English  language 
from  September  1998. 

□  Reduced  use  of  calculators 
in  mathematics  at  A  level  arid 
GCSE,  including  calculator- 
free  papers. 

□  Fewer  examination  boards 
and  syllabuses. 

□  A  national  archive  ,  of  ex¬ 
amination  papers  and  scripts. 

□  A  rolling  review  of  stan¬ 
dards  to  be  extended  to  other 
subjects,  including  French 
and  German, 

Sir  Ron  Dearing,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  School  Curriculum 
and  Assessment  Authority,  re¬ 
assured  students  that  then- 
efforts  were  bang  genuinely- 
recognised  despite  the  rising 
pass  rates.  "The  demand  on 
students  remained  broadly  the 
same.  That  means  they  have 
earned  their  rewards.  But 
there  is  absolutely  no  doubt 


Inconsistency  in 
courses  the  main 
risk  to  standards 

By  Our  Education  Correspondent 


Gillian  Shephard:  the  Government  could  not  accept  changes  in  course  content 


we  need  to  seek  a  strengthen¬ 
ing  in  certain  of  the  key 
dements  of  English  and  math¬ 
ematics,”  he  said. 

Mrs  Shephard's  attack  an 
the  exam  boards  was  echoed 
by  David  Blunketti  Shadow 
Education  Secretary.  He  said: 
“We  must  ensure  that  the  rig¬ 
our  of  A  levels  is  maintained 
and  it  is  right  to  look  at  re¬ 


ducing  the  number  of  examin¬ 
ation  boards  and  cutting  down 
the  number  of  syllabuses." 

Teachers  leaders  said  they 
failed  to  understand  the 
strength  of  the  Government's 
response  given  the  gaps  in 
evidence  and  incondusiveness 
of  the  report  on  standards. 

John  Dunford,  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Secondary  Heads 


Association,  said:  "It  is  quite 
dear  from  the  report  that 
exams  today  are  different  but 
not  easier. 

"1  don't  want  the  dock  to  be 
turned  back  20  years  because 
the  examination  curriculum, 
quite  rightly,  has  changed 
over  20  years." 

Education,  page  35 


THE  main  threat  to  A-Jevel 
and  GCSE  standards  identi¬ 
fied  by  government  experts 
is  the  wide  variation  in 
expectations  between  exami¬ 
nation  boards  and  in  sylla¬ 
buses  for  pupils  studying 
the  same  subject 

Gillian  Shephard,  the 
Education  Secretary,  said 
she  was  “appalled"  at  the 
lack  of  records  kept  by  the 
six  boards  and  found  the 
inconsistencies  between 
their  courses  the  most  wor¬ 
rying  feature. 

Hie  report,  Standards  in 
Public  Examinations  1975 
to  1995  found  little  evidence 
of  dedining  standards  but 
big  changes  in  the  contents 
of  the  three  subjects  ana¬ 
lysed  at  A  level  and  GCSE: 
chemistry,  English  and 
mathematics. 

In  A-levd  English,  where 
the  pass  rate  rose  from  70.8 
per  cent  to  89.7  per  cent,  the 
report  found  that  candidates 
could  choose  papers  to 
avoid  major  authors  such  as 
Chaucer.  It  added:  “Most 
candidates  are  probably  less 
familiar  with  the  English 
literary  tradition  than  their 
predecessors.” 

In  mathematics  at  A  level, 
where  the  pass  rale  went 
from  65  per  cent  to  86  per 
cent,  the  report  said:  "Ques¬ 
tions  are  now  more  struc¬ 
tured.  guiding  candidates 


on  the  methods  to  be  used." 
The  level  of  demand  on 
students  was  the  same 

Chemistry  A  level,  where 
pass  rates  increased  from  70 
per  cent  to  80  per  cent  had 
reduced  slightly  in  content 
since  1975,  espcrially  in  inor¬ 
ganic  and  physical  chem¬ 
istry. 

In  English  GCSE,  no 
decision  could  be  made  on 
standards  because  there 
were  no  pre-1990  scripts. 
The  report  concluded:  “The 
variation  of  standards  in 
GCSE  between  boards  may 
be  more  significant  than  any 
change  from  1990  to  1995.” 

Mathematics  GCSE  had 
changed  with  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  topics  such  as 
statistics  and  data  handling, 
but  there  was  less  geometry, 
trigonometry  and  algebra.  It 
added:  "The  increase  in 
breadth  meant  a  reduction 
in  depth,  so  that  there  is  less 
oportunity  for  more  able 
candidates  to  show  higher- 
order  skills”. 

Chemistry  GCSE  was  tak¬ 
en  by  far  fewer  candidates 
after  the  introduction  of  the 
double  science  GCSE.  Can¬ 
didates  were  expected  to 
know  fewer  chemical  reac¬ 
tions  m  detail  but  expected 
to  do  more  practical  experi¬ 
ments  and  show  knowledge 
of  chemistry  in  everyday 
contexts. 
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Eightfold  rise  in  primary  school  suspensions 
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By  David  Charter 

A  CRISIS  in  primary  school  discipline 
is  masked  by  official  figures,  according 
tp-a  survey  showing  a  huge  rise  in  foe 
number  of  children  suspended  or 
temporarily  excluded. 

There  was  a  threefold  rise  in  the 
number  of  under-12s  being  banned 
from  their  schools  between  1991  and 
1993,  but  the  true  extent  of  disruptive 
behaviour  is  revealed  by  an  eightfold 
increase  in  suspensions  or  temporary 
exclusions,  which  head  teachers  are 
not  obliged  to  report. 

Permanent  expulsions  at  primary 
schools  rose  from  378  in  1991-92  to  1215 
in  1992-93.  according  to  researchers  at 
tire  University  of  Portsmouth,  who 
studied  265  children  in  three  local 
authorities^  Aggression  accounted  for 
just  over  half  of  all  exclusions,  tempo¬ 
rary  or  permanent  Nineteen  per  cent 


were  for  "unacceptable  behaviour”,  17 
per  cent  for  verbal  abuse  and  16  per 
cent  for  disobedience.  Nine  out  of  ten 
excluded  pupils  were  boys. 

This  confirms  the  findings  of  a 
survey  of  official  figures  by  The  Times 
in  May.  which  showed  that  violence 
was  foe  main  factor  in  a  fourfold  rise  in 
officially  reported  primary  school  ex¬ 
pulsions  from  the  378  in  1991-92  to  1,445 
in  1994-95. 

Eight  out  of  ten  of  the  pupils  studied 
were  on  foe  casebooks  of  specialist 
agencies,  mainly  social  services.  A 
quarter  had  officially  recognised  edu¬ 
cational  difficulties  and  16  per  cent 
were  undergoing  assessment  when 
they  were  expelled. 

A  look  at  the  family  backgrounds  of 
38  excluded  children  showed  foal  nine 
out  of  ten  had  parents  who  had  either 
separated  or  divorced,  and  six  out  of 
ten  were  from  families  where  there  was 


evidence  of  neglect,  violence  or  abuse. 
A  similar  number  lived  in  households 
that  moved  frequently.  Nearly  half  had 
spent  time  in  care. 

The  survey  was  part  of  a  series  of 
studies  by  the  Economic  and  Social 
Research  CoundL  Researchers  believe 
that  the  rise  in  exclusions  may  be  due 
to  schools  trying  to  hit  performance 
targets  despite  limited  funding  tor 
special  educational  needs. 

Dr  Carol  Haydan.  the  principal 
researcher,  said:  “Exclusion  from  pri¬ 
mary  school  is  usually  an  act  of 
desperation  on  the  part  of  a  head 
teacher  who  knows  that  a  child  needs 
specialist  help  with  their  behaviour.” 
She  added:  “But  limited  practical 
support  from  outside  agencies  usually 
means  that  giving  the  right  help  is 
impossible." 

She  said  that  the  1988  Education 
Reform  Act  may  have  made  the 


problem  worse,  as  parents  took  their 
children,  and  the  funds  that  went  with 
them,  away  from  schools  that  had 
disruptive  pupils.  "Difficult  children 
can  also  make  it  harder  for  others  to 
learn,  deterring  more  parents  from 
sending  their  children  to  foe  school 
The  introduction  of  league  tables  for 
primary  schools  will  exacerbate  this 
problem.” 

□  A  teacher  who  allowed  a  bullied  boy 
to  hit  his  five  alleged  tormentors  with  a 
ruler  is  faring  further  disciplinary 
action.  Brenda  Davies.  48.  has  been 
told  to  attendan  informal  meeting  with 
the  head  teacher  of  Tennyson  Road 
primary  school  in  Luton  on  Monday  to 
discuss  two  new  claims  against  her. 

Three  weeks  ago  she  was  given  a 
final  written  warning  at  a  disciplinary 
hearing  and  told  that  she  would  lose 
her  job  if  she  was  found  guilty  of  any 
further  breaches  of  school  policy. 
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Was  £11439. 


Tefal  Wtoe  GlTtSut 

When  you  mud  over  OS  0I3.R  £19 30 


WalUhrah**  Stir  Fry  P* 

When  you  spend  over  £45  0LS.P.  £273 9) 


TEFAL 


TEFAL 

SMcfcena  — 

■  Automatic  |MO»iniHe 

*enro>«  HM4H  JA 

controL  Kfifl  (iHqd 

■  Removable  CTtfJJ 

iwMdcfc  grl  plate.  Model  SNAOC  GRILL 


TEFAL 

Coohaad  Deap  ftyw 
-■  1  Kg  food  capacity 
atnUnoM. 

■  variable  ■ 

thermostat...  ■  ■ 
Modal  3184  '  ■ 

ULTIMA-  n 


f74» 


CARLTONon 

5andwidi  Ibastcr 
■  Easy  daen  plain.  Mmi 
■Onidei  and  seats  HPS 

MitHM 


SWAN 

2-SBbb  tan  Swtdvridi  toaster 
Non^M  plans. 

Model  BK1P3. 


HOUSEKEEPING  W\4' 


DYSON 


EXTRA  SAVING  |J 

RWdyiaitI — 


TO  £1939  OH 
2GTUU9C. 


SWAN 


B  f9s9 


thtoastv 

MWnarsna 

Wi 14« 


Antarctica  Solo  in  aid  of 
"Breakthrough  Breast  Canos'. 
Dual  Qpdooe  Upright  Oeaner 

■  Powerful  1300  watt  motor. 

■  Unique  fugles  system  gives  100% 
suction  100%  of  the  lime. 

■  Extra  long  stair  dewing  hose. 
■5  stag*  Miration  system  for 
deaoerwe. 

Model  DCD1 
ANTARCTICA  SOLO. 


■  Unique  permabag 
lymot. 

Modd  U2467. 

40 

;50 

'  «fcjpd«nono  wk 

HAIR  CARE 

FROM  HALF  PRICE 


HOOVER  upright. 

■  PoartrM  1000  nan  motor 

■  IWqot  panre  bag  mi 


HOOVER 


■  Bap  deck  ImScatot 

■  Stair  d»hg  boso. 
Model  U2SB0. 

Was  £24839. 


■  23  litre  capacity. 

■  Charcoal  filer 
to  reduce  odom 

Model  A08RG. 


CURRYS  PRICE 


f33» 


KENWOOD 


■Seprarhoat 


■  lfon-stfcfc  chargr* 
for  easy  cleaning. 


MOULINEX 

CootaMl  Deep  fryer. 

■  ZS  litre  capacity.  ' 

■  1  touch  lid.  release. 

m  Variable  Thermostat. 

■  MaotFfittar  reduces 
.  frying- odons.  . 
Model  T44P1. 

Whs  £4439. 


‘{199.99 


ELECTROLUX  hum  optotana* 

■  POnerfol  1 200  watt  v«tabk  moroc 

■  3-flage  filtration  -  amts  PMCE 

holds  bade  983%  HI-ma 

Was  £24939.  BUT  MOW  MOT  JUNE -»7 


SB  {149« 


Upright  Ctaaner 

■  PqwerfufTOOO  watt  motor.  .  ._ 

■  Onboard  tools.  -I  ~ 

■  Extra  long  stab- dearang  hose 

■  EdgtHX>-edge  .  . 

mS'IS*  SALE  PRICE 

Was  £19939.  '  JAA 


(109.99 


KETTLES 

SAVE  £8 


CYLINDER  CLEANERS 

SAVE  to e60 

2! 


.j_C LcANlNG  KIT ; 


flaSFS 


VAX 

M-iryUnChnr 

■  10S0  watt  motor. 

■  Bfitre  rapacity 


139.’  ’ 

[  REMINGTON  . 

1  llabdiyrr  • 

1650  warn  - 

1  wa*  £22.99. 

-  aanren 

£1ft99 

BRAUN 

fiasftyiaSbapar 

■  Fast  hast  up  - 
SDsecondi.  • 

■  Compact  dedgru 

■  HamthfaririB. 
Modal  HSi 

H 

areiswre 

(2499 

MOOS.  BIG 
and  BOUNCY- 


REMINGTON 


■  20ro*ed*nd<Sps. 
•fast  be*  up.- 
Modal  1070. 


Price  Eadudfog 
’Mdebt  £75939. 


{12999,, 


CARLTON 

Jog  Kama 

■  Auso  swhdi  off. 

■  13  Rtre  capacity. 
ModelKZK  . 


I  Cyffadar  Cleaner 
■  (300 anti  motor. 


KENWOOD 

Mg  Battle  i 

■  Ware  {aval  gauge.  I 

■  1.7  Bu*  capacity.  I 

Model  3Q00.  I 


{9j9 


UUNKt 

{1339 


■  *  stage  filiation. 
Model 

TANGO  1661. 

Was  £12939. 


SHAVERS 

SAVE  fS  50 


KENWOOD  SaawJug  Mb 
■toMOTriifetoaJng  HB|nKBmc 

■  IJBtrecapadiy  flES  -1^-- 
Modal  IK302.  ■£ m  tFCT 

IfMMre  Price  £1939.  UW6BISI0NES  OHOr 


{19« 


CARLTON  mmm 

Green  CortMew  Nheriag  KaMe 

RUSSELL  HOBBS  %££?***  MM 

Confess  Jug  Kettle  mocm-uo.  B'l 

■  The  fastest  bofing  kettle  in  the  workf.  Was  £27.99.  KLJI 

■Reuuhitiooaiy  new  0FTK  DISC  etement  tec,, - -  1 

■  Hbioed fid fornv  ■■■■■  .  ILFAL  CbnSmHWrJigKanb 

■  nmgeo  w  ror  Msy  CURRYS  PRICE  ■GoldpMadMement  reduces  scale. 

dMrwqandfSbig.  mm  aWmriMi  |B|  aaro  rates 

■  Water  level  window.  .  ■k  __  Indkator.  mSBM  *md| 

Model  MILLENNIUM  QD.99  SS^^Ss.  H  ££059 


.199*1  <6! 


HAND-HELD  CLEANERS 

^o£l2 


Iy53[ 


£1799 


■  ISO  warn  suction  power.  ■  Qwcfc 
release  dust  box.  no  need  for  dun  bags. 
Model  M4WUYVAC  BA  SM£MXX 
was  £2139.  Afl 

HDEisnnMYBfl  rlXdd 
A*  for  data*.  BSA  z  1099 


HEATING  APPLIANCES 

FROM  UNDER  .15 


SA\YO  FREE  COOKBOOK 

WITH  ALL  MICROWAVES  OVER  :80 


DREAMLAND 


Single  Electric 
UnderUanket 

■  SuiUfahr  for  afl  night  usage. 

■  Overheat  pratnakn. 

■  3  heat  settings. 

Model  STAL 

Was  £19.99. 


SANYO 


f1?99 


aGcuJt  Compact 
Htoinave  with 
Uriaqne  Showretwaw 

Cook  System 
800  avno  power  output 
UodelBdSIttL 
TUB  £109.91 


SANYO  MM 

U  oJt  fowh  Cootref  aaesBaaav* 
6  OUteBrect  xos  xao  tad*. 
Mode!  0431 52 
Was  £13939. 


MICROWAVES 

SAVE  £70 


Currys  voucher  specials 


Z0& 


r~~rz 


Ttry 


MATSU1 


SAVING 


MATSU1 


EXTRA  SAVING 


CARLTON 


SAVING 


■2  few  powerful 
heeling  output 
■2  heatsetOngL 
Modal  200D.VwbE19.99l 
IrvstDre  Mca  £1539. 


{1499 


{12999 


{13999 


SANYO  i— i  Bill 

1.1  cak  MlBoamva  with  Convection 


SHARP 

tfOLft.  Cbmpoa 


Iftdque  automatic 
thermal  defrost 
Model  BMD952. 


{24999 


TWWHspoaw 

mmrmm 

Model  R2V1B. 


{94991- 


■  10  power  (mb 
Modd  196TC- 

W»  £15939,  • 


{9999 


eXCUJSiYKS 


^  —r  A.  EXAiW 

^  ^  S  'tw  mm 

M  ■  I  !  I  « I  I  I  I  —  I  I  I  T-  ■  I  i  I  i  I  ■I'g.'.U 


FULLY  INSTALLED 
SATELLITE  SYSTEM1 

When  you  spend  <299  or  more  at  Currys 

Si*f«£  to  sufasah»ng  to  any  Sky  viewing  package. : ' 
Offer  by  redemption.  Offer  applies  to  Matnif  flP60Q- 


OI\I  THE  SPOT 


WE'LL  NEVER  BE  BEATEN 


EXAMPLE  OF  INTEREST  FREE 
OPTION  ON  SELECTED  PRODUCTS 

2C 


Currys 


BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST  ELECTRICAL  RETAILER 


M—- ■■  ,  *r> 


hm 
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New  safe  IV pW  rfV 
drinking  ■  ■ 

limits  ‘a  transit 

mistake’  _ 
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HAIR  CAB 

FROM  HALF  FK 


By  Our  Health 

Correspondent 

Government  came 
undo-  fire  from  its  former 
Quef  Medical  Officer  yester¬ 
day  for  raising  the  safe  limits 
on  drinking  alcohoL 

Sir  Donald  Acheson,  iPresj- 
®nt  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  and  of  Alcohol 
Concern,  also  attacked!  the 
introduction  of  alcoholic  lem¬ 
onades,  known  as  al copops. 
He  said  that  they  could  create 
habitual  child  drinkers. 

Stephen  DorreU.  the  Health 
Secretory,  announced  a  year 
ago  a  relaxation  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  advice  on  the  maxi¬ 
mum  safe  drinking  levels, 
from  21  units  a  week  for  men 
and  14  units  for  women.  New 
daily  limits  of  four  units  for  a 
man  (equivalent  to  28  a  week) 
and  three  for  a  woman  (21  a 
week  )  were  set  to  emphasise 
the  importance  of  avoiding 
weekend  binge  drinidng- 
However,  the  guidance  was 
immediately  interpreted  as  a 
33  per  cent  increase  for  men 
and  50  per  cent  for  women.  A 
unit  is  half  a  pint  of  ordinary 
bitter,  a  small  glass  of  wine  or 
a  single  measure  of  spirits. 

Sir  Donald  said  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  hosted  by  Drinkline,  the 
alcohol  helpline;  “This  was  a 
mistake  because  I  don't  think  ' 
it’s  based  on  satisfactory  scien¬ 
tific  evidence.  It  will  increase 
the  average  consumption, 
which  will  increase  die  num¬ 
ber  of  problem  drinkers." 

He  said  the  sale  of  al  copops 
should  be  banned  if  proved  to 
be 'harmful.  “It  seems  self- 
evident  that  alcopops  appeal 
to  those  who  are  still  drinking 
soft  drinks.  They  might  have  a 
tendency  to  habituate  people 
to  alcohol  in  childhood." 

It  is  estimated  that  85  mil¬ 
lion  Britons  drink  more  than 
the  recommended  levels. 

□  The  Drinkline  helpline 
number  is  0345 320202. 


By  Jeremy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 


A  NEW  drug  treatment  for 
osteoporosis  halves  the  risk  of 
bone  fractures,  doctors  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday.  "  ; 

British  experts  said  the  find¬ 
ings,  from  an  American  study 
of  2j000  women,  should  trans¬ 
form  the  approach  to  the  di¬ 
sease,  arid  end  the  debate  over 
whether  women  disabled  by  . 
the  condition  were  worth 
treating. 

Osteoporosis  is  a  condition 
in  which  the  bones  weaken  as 
they  lose  calcium.  It  affects  one 
in  four  postmenopausal 
women  —  about  three  million 
in  Britain  —  and  leaves  them 
vulnerable  to  bone  fracture. 
Most  are  symptomless  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  spine,  causing  loss 
of  height  and  a  bowed  back, 
but  there  are  45,000  hip  frac¬ 
tures  a  year  that  require 
hospital  treatment. 

In  the  new  study,  the  largest  . 
conducted  into  osteoporosis, 
half  the  women  were  given  the 
drug  alendronate  and  half  a 
placebo.  All  the  women  had 
low  bane  density  and  had 
previously  suffered  at  least 
one  fracture. 

After  three  years,  the 
women  who  were  given 
alendronate  were  half  as  likely 
to  have  suffered  further  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  hip,  wrist  or  die 
spine,  according  to  results 
published  in  The  LeutceL 

Dr  Dennis  Blade,  of  the 
.University  of  California,  San 
Francisco,  who  led  the  study 
by  the  Fracture  Intervention 
Trial  Research  Group,  said 
that  almost  all  women  with 
hip  fractures  had  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  hospital  and  one  in  five 
died  within  a  year.  Alendran- 


'  ate,  which  is  sold  in  Britain 
under  the  brand  name 
Fosamax,  is  a  biphosphonate 
'  which  prevents  the  break¬ 
down  of  bora.  Other 
biphosphonates  are  available, 
and  hormone  replacement 
therapy  has  also  been  shown 
:  to  slow  or  bait  thejoss  of  bone. 

Professor  Jgnac  Fbgelman. 
head  of  the  osteoporosis  clinic 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  London, 
and  scientific  adviser  to  the 
National  Osteoporosis  Soci¬ 
ety,  said  the  findings  should 
silence  doubts  about  whether 
there  was  any  effective  treat¬ 
ment  for  the  condition.  For  a 
70-year-old  woman  with  osteo¬ 
porosis  in  whom  other  causes 
such  as  diet  or  co-existing 
disease  had  been  ruled  out,  the 
practical  choice  was  between 
HRT  and  a  biphosphonate. 

“This  study  has  been  beauti¬ 
fully  done  and  it  shows  a 
dramatic  reduction  in  the  like¬ 
lihood  of  fractures.  Even  the 
most  sceptical  clinicians 
should  be  convinced.” 

Professor  Fogdman  said 
that  ,  doctors  had  tended  to 
regard  elderly  women  with 
fractures  as  hopeless  cases 
who  were  not  worth  treating. 
"Now  that  view  is  no  longer 
correct  All  patients  should  be 
treated." 

Fosamax  costs  £25.69  for 
four  weeks'  supply  or  about 
Q50  a  year  including  dispens¬ 
ing  costs.  Treatment  may  last 
ten  y rare.  If  all  women  at  risk 
in  Britain  were  prescribed  the 
drug,  ffie  cost  would  be  more 
than  El  billion  at  current 
prices.  However,  there  would 
be  savings  in  hospital  and 
other  costs. 


Operation 
veteran,  7, 
heads  plea 
for  blood 

By  Jeremy  Laurance 


A  BOY  of  seven,  who  has  had 
22  operations  in  the  past  two 
years,  launched  an  appeal  for 
more  blood  donors  yesterday. 

Lantech  Ban  ton-M  flier  was 
bom  with  the  rare  inherited 

condition  neurofibromytosi s, 
which  caused  a  blockage  m 
his  main  artery,  cutting  the 
blood  to  his  kidneys.  In  the 
past  eight  months  he  has  had 
repealed  blood  transfusions 
and  had  a  kidney  transplant 
in  May  at  Guy's  Hospital  He 
is  now  back  at  school 

Yesterday  he  helped  to 
launch  the  National  Blood 
Service's  Christmas  cam¬ 
paign  at  Guy’s.  Hie  service  is 
short  of  blood,  with  stocks  at 
their  lowest  recorded  leveL 
Supplies  to  hospitals  have 
been  cut. 

Dr  Mary  Brennan,  director 
of  donor  services,  said  that 
Lamach  represented  all  the 
people  who  regularly  needed 
blood  and  would  serve  as  a 
reminder  of  the  importance  of 
making  donations. 

When  Lantech  was.  four, 
doctors  removed  his  left  kid¬ 
ney.  Eighteen  months  later, 
the  right  one  failed  and  was 
removed,  and  he  was  placed 
on  dialysis. 

In  March  he  was  admitted 
to '  Guy's  with  high  blood 
pressure  and  a  raised  tem¬ 
perature  and  lost  a  large 
amount  of  blood.  He  was  put 
on  a  life-support  machine  and 
needed  30  units  of  blood  and 
blood  products  to  save  his  life. 
□  New  donors  can  telephone 
0181-672  2ZZ2  to  enrol. 


CHRIS  HARRIS 


Lantech  Banton-Mfller,  7,  yesterday.  He  has  endured  22  operations  in  two  years 


Deadly 
spider 
weaves  a 
new  spell 

Michael  Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  venom  of  the  black 
widow  spider  is  befog  har¬ 
nessed  for  use  as  a  pesticide 
that  should  remove  the  need  to 
spray  crops  with  chemicals 
that  damage  the  environment. 

Scientists  at  Nottingham 
University  have  succeeded  in 
isolating  a  toxin  that  kills  only 
insects  from  the  various  poi¬ 
sons  in  the  venom.  They  plan 
to  insert  the  toxin  into  a  virus 
that  can  be  sprayed  on  crops. 
The  poison  would  remain 
inert  unless  eaten  by  insects 
attacking  the  crops  and  would 
not  harm  mammals. 

David  Bell,  a  toxicologist  at 
the  university,  said:  “The  spi¬ 
der  produces  the  toxin  in  an 
inactive  form  and  then  acti¬ 
vates  it  by  chopping  off.  the 
end  of  the  protein  when  it  is  fo 
the  venom  gland.  We  have 
been  able  to  replicate  this  trick 
in  the  test-tube.” 

Dr  Bell  and  his  colleagues 
have  been  awarded  a  grant  of 
more  than  £270,000  by  the 
Biotechnology  and  Biological 
Sciences  Research  Council  to 
fund  work  on  discovering 
exactly  how  the  toxin  mecha¬ 
nism  operates,  and  an  inter¬ 
national  chemical  company 
has  expressed  interest  fo  con¬ 
ducting  field  trials. 

Black  widows  are  among 
the  deadliest  spiders.  Lf 
humans  are  bitten  they  suffer 
severe  pain,  nausea  and  mild 
paralysis  of  the  diaphragm.  In 
rare  cases  the  effects  can  be 
fetal. 


One  day  my  mum 
sent  me  away. 


A  third  of  women  who 
have  difficulties  m  con¬ 
ceiving  do  so  because 
of  damage  to  the  /aHopias 
tubes,  which  cany  tfae'egg 
from  the  ovaries  to  the  uterus. 

A  doctor  with  sensitive  fin¬ 
gers  might  detect  that  file 
tubes  are  thickened,  tender1  or 
havea  localised  swdUingwftb- 
in  them  but  it  requires  consid¬ 
erable  experience  and  ability 
to  make  sound  conclusions 
from  these  findings. 

X-ray  examination  of  the 
tubes  does  not  always  provide 
a  dear  picture.  Examination 
of  the  pelvis  by  the  surgeon, 
using  a  laparoscope,  with  the 
injection  of  dyes  into  the  tube, 
discloses  damage,  but  if  there 
is  only  minor  damage  to  the 
lining  of  the  tube  it  might  be 
missed.  The  state  of  the  lining 
of  the  tube  can  be  of  . para- 


Medical  briefing 


mount  importance  to  the  easy 
transmission  of  file  ovum. 

Trans-vaginal  ultrasound 
was  an  advance  in  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  tubes,  but  fails  to 
expose  the  state  of  the  lining. 

Next  week  in  Edinburgh,  at 
a:  conference  of  the  British 
Medical  Ultrasound  Sodety, 
a  new  contrast  medium. 
HyCoSy,  wQl  be  demonstrat¬ 
ed  which,  when  used  with 
;  ultrasound,  will  provide  a 
dear  picture  of  the  inside  of  a 
patient’s  fallopian  tubes  and 
allow  any  blockage  to  be 
detected  within  15  minutes. 


There  is  no  anaesthetic,  and 
no  invasive  procedure.  Within 
half  an  hour,  the  patient  can 
be  on  the  way  home.  With  no 
X-ray,  there  Is  no  danger  of 
the  side-effects  of  radiation. 

Dr  Henry  Irvine,  president 
of  the  British  Medical  Ultra¬ 
sound  Sodety.  says  that  the 
use  of  HyCoSy  with  ultra¬ 
sound  will  entirely  replace 
existing  procedures  fo  the 
investigation  of  such  cases.  • 

Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


It  was 


the  best  thing 


she  ever 


did  for  me. 
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Soaring  vandalism 
‘threatens  mass 


murder’  on  railway 


By  Jonathan  Pkynn,  transport  correspondent 


RAILWAY  vandalism  is  soar¬ 
ing  and  could  lead  to  "mass 
murder'’  if  steps  are  not  taken 
urgently  to  tackle  it,  the  Chief 
Inspecting  Officer  of  Railways 

said  yesterday. 

The  number  of  train  acci¬ 
dents  and  fires  caused  by 
“malicious  action”  rose  by  41 
per  cent  to  321  in  the  year  to 
April  1.  according  to  the  annu¬ 
al  report  on  rail  safety  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Health  and  Safety 
Executive.  Nearly  a  third  of 
the  989  train  accidents  and 
nearly  half  of  the  256  fires 
during  the  12  months  were 
caused  deliberately.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  malicious  fires  was  the 
highest  on  record. 

The  figures  marred  an  oth¬ 
erwise  good  improvement  in 
rail  safety,  with  only  one 
passenger  killed  in  a  train 
incident  during  the  year.  The 
Health  and  Safety  Executive 
has  called  a  conference  of 
safety  officials,  police,  magis¬ 
trates  and  probation  officers 
in  March  to  consider  ideas  for 
combating  rail  vandalism. 

Stanley  Robertson,  the 
Chief  Inspecting  Officer,  gave 
warning  of  the  potential  for 
“mass  murder”  if  a  busy  train 
was  derailed  by  an  obstruction 
on  the  line.  In  some  inner-city 
areas  train  drivers  had  to  run 
a  gauntlet  of  bricks  and  stones 
thrown  from  bridges  by  child¬ 


ren,  he  said.  On  cme  line, 
safety  fences  were  regularly 
pulled  down  within  days  of 
being  erected  because  local 
people  used  the  railway  as  a 
short-cut  even  though  there 
was  a  footbridge  50  yards 
away. 

The  most  serious  vandal  ism 
incident  happened  when 
wooden  sleepers  were  placed 
across  the  trade  at  Draycott, 
Derbyshire,  in  August  last 
year.  A  three-carriage  train 
with  60  people  on  board  hit 
the  obstruction  at  75m  ph, 
making  the  locomotive  leap 
into  the  air.  But  the  wheels 
landed  back  on  the  rails  and 
there  were  no  serious  injuries. 

Mr  Robertson  said  that 
there  was  no  simple  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  growth  in  rail 
vandalism,  but  one  factor 
could  be  high  soccer  ticket 
prices  in  areas  such  as  Liver¬ 
pool  and  Manchester,  where 
youngsters  had  traditionally 
vented  their  frustrations  by 
following  their  local  team  but 
could  no  longer  afford  to. 

Overall,  the  report  said,  the 
safety  record  on  the  railways 
followed  an  encouraging 
trend,  with  deaths  at  unprece¬ 
dentedly  low  levels  and  signifi¬ 
cant  train  accidents  down  by 
30  per  cent.  Passenger  train 
collisions  were  down  from  18 
to  four  and  derailments  from 


28  to  23.  The  only  passenger 
death  was  in  a  fire  on  an 
Intercity  train  at  Maiden¬ 
head.  Berkshire,  in  September 
last  year. 

Mr  Robertson  said,  how- 
‘  ever,  that  he  was  not  yet 
satisfied  with  the  safely  sys¬ 
tems  of  the  new  privatised  rail 
operators,  and  that  there  were 
still  areas  giving  cause  for 
concern,  such  as  Rail  track’s 
use  of  contractors. 

He  was  concerned  that  old¬ 
er  railing  stock  "might  contin¬ 
ue  in  service  longer  than  was 
expected.  Action  needs  to  be 
taken  by  the  industry  to  re¬ 
spond  positively  to  safety  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  safely  of  this 
older  stock.”  ' 

The  report  criticised  Euro¬ 
tunnel  for  failing  to  stop  trains 
running  through  the  Channel 
Tunnel  when  die  service  tun¬ 
nel,  which  is  used  for  evacua¬ 
tion.  filled  with  exhaust  smoke 
in  September  last  year. 

The  report  said:  “While  the 
smoke  was  not  toxic,  all  trains 
should  have  been  suspended 
because  of  the  loss  of  the  safe 
haven.  Since  Eurotunnel's 
rules  did  not  cover  this  eventu¬ 
ality,  it  continued  to  operate  a 
normal  night  service.”  The 
report  added  that  Eurotunnel 
had  since  carried  out  a  review 
and  had  amended  its  emer¬ 
gency  procedures. 
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The  car  in  which  Sharon  Dunn,  right,  was  travelling 
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Pregnant  women 
shocked  as  cars 


are  hit  by  blocks 


SHARON  DUNN,  who  is  five  months’ 
pregnant,  was  recovering  yesterday  after 
being  showered  with  glass  when  lumps 
of  breeze-block  were  dropped  on  to  her 
boyfriend's  car  as  she  sat  in  the 
passenger  seat 

The  windscreen,  passenger  window 
and  sunroof  shattered  as  the  couple  were 
driving  under  a  bridge  on  the  A41  in 
Birkenhead,  Merseyside,  oil  Wednesday 
night.  Miss  Dunn,  24.  was  temporarily 
bUnded  as  her  eyes  filled  with  fragments 
of  glass,  while  her  three-year-old  son 
ale  screamed  in  the  back. 

About  an  hour  later,  a  second  car  had 
its  windscreen  smashed  and  its  roof  da¬ 


maged  by  rubble  droppedfrom  the  same 
bridge.  The  driver,  a  six  months’ 
pregnant  woman  from  Chester,  suffered 
shock.  In  both  incidents,  another  car  was 
also  damaged. 

Speaking  at-  home  in  Birkenhead 
yesterday,  after  doctors  said  that  her 
baby  was  unharmed.  Miss  Dunn  said:  “1 
am  just  really  glad  it  got  me,  and  not  my 
boyfriend  who  was  driving  —  h^ny  jf 
he  had  been  hit  and  got  glass  in  his  eyes 
we  would  all  have  been  killed: 

'  “1  got  hit  full-force  on  the  left-hand, 
side,  but  I'm  not  sure  if  I  was  hit  by  the 
object  or  the  glass.  We  hadn’t  seen 
anyone  on  the  bridge.  We  were  just 


fattening  to  the  radio  and  tbe  next 
mmme,  bang:”  Miss  Dunn’S  boyfriend 
had  stopped  the  car  immed  lately  and 
run  back  to  took  for  those  responsible, 
while  she  tried  to  flag  down  Cars  for  help. 
A  tony  driver  telephoned  for  the  police 
and  an  ambulance.  -  - 

Detective  Sergeant  Mike  Evens  said 
there  had  been  recent  reports  of  youths 
throwing  things  from  the  bridge:  “We 
are  so  very  fortunate  that  MissDunn 
has  not  received  more  serious  injuries. 
Cars  are  travelling  at  high  speeds,  which 
compounds  the  danger.  The  missile  will 
hit  at  an  even  greater  force  and  even  a  ■ 
small  object  wifi  cause  severe 


Man  dies 
changing 


teenagers 


other 


impact,  but  the  two 
women  were  unhurt. 

Nurses  from  a  nearby  house 
joined  neighbours  and  police 
officers  in  trying  to  pufi  Mr 
Wynne,  an  upholsterer  at  the 
Rover  plant  in  Long  bridge, 
from  beneath  the  wreckage. 
Firefighters  used  hydraulic 
equipment  to  free  him,  but  he 
died  before  -medical  crews 

arrived. 

His  wife,  Freda,  62,  said: 
“He  died  doing  his  usual  good 
turn.  He  was  always  helping 
people  and  would  always  go 
out  and  help  a  driver  if  they 
were  in  trouble.” ' 

A  39-year-old  man  from 
King’S  Norton,  Birmingham. 
Was  arrested  on  suspicion  of 
drink-driving  and  of  causing 
death  by  dangerous  driving. 
He  was  being  questioned  by 
police  yesterday. 
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By  Noel  Fung 


COLOUR  TVs  and  PACKAGES  -  SAVE  ¥5  *100 
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SUPERMARKET chains  wfll 
be  extending  their  opening 
hours  in  the  run-up  to  Christ¬ 
mas.  Several,  including  Tesca 
arid  Asda,  will  stay  open  for  36 
-  hoars,  from  6am  onMogday^ 
December  23.  until  midnight 
on  ChristmasEve.  \ 
Advertised  best  buys: 

Asda:  fresh  turkey  crown 
£438  per  kg.  beef  frying  steak 
£4:60  per  kg,  frozen  prawns  1, 
£4.75  perBOOg,  courgettes  39p  ‘ 
a  Cb,  carrots  32p  per  kg,  red 
dessert  apples  38pa  lb. 
Budgens:  fresh  Iincolnshire 
pork  sausages 
454gfbr  99p.oak 
ham  on  the  bane 
79p  far  4ilb, 
minced  pies  12 
pack  for  £1.09,  Abacus  mixed 
nuts  (in  shell)  550g  for  £2.49, 

Brussels  sprouts  500g  for  3^p. 

Co^op  (CWS):  red' salmon  99p 
for  213g,  assented  crisps  99p 
for  14  packs,  frozen  garden 
peas  79p  far  907g.  fresh  cream 
trifles  £1.19  for  397g. 

Harrods:  dud:  foie:  gras 
E10J80  for  75g,  duck  foie  gray 
with  truffles  £1620  for  75g. 
whole  York  ham'  E12.99  per  kg, 
boudin  bianc  £1.29  forlOOg.  - 
Iceland:  whole  Jeg  of  lamb 
£3.94  per  kg.  diced  steak  £1.59 
for  454g,  salmon  fish  cakes 
99p  for  eight,  button  sprquts 


j,  chocolate  cheese¬ 
cake  £1.49  for  400g. 

Mariks  &  Spencer:  salmon 
fillets  680g  for  £8.99,  chickfin 
breast  four  prirtions  for  £329. 
extra  kfrge  bag  of  clementines 
£1.99,  profiteroles  12  for  £1.69. 
Morefaons:  turkey  steak  £L99 
a  lb,  suffer  roaster  chicken 
£4.49  each.whole  trout  £129  a 
Ih,  frozen  cooked  and  peeled 
prawns  '  400g  ::for.  £229, 
FUnnrose  party  sausagesI411g 
for55p. 

Safeway:  smoked  British  half 
gammon  on  the  boite  £2-84  per 
kg.  rump  steak 
£7.05  per  kg, 
prawns  450g  for 
£2.79.roast  pota¬ 
toes '  907g  for 
£129.  white  seedless  grapes 
£1.99  a  lb. 

Sainsbmy’K  North  Atlantic 
prawns.  800g  for  £4.99r  fresh 
beef  sirloin  steak  £9.19  per  kg, 
luxury  mincemeat  4Ug  for 
£1.19.  -  ••  : 

Somerfidd:  pre-sliced  Scot¬ 
tish  stroked  -salmon  400g  for 
£4.99,  'frozen  raediumprawns 
400g  for  £2.49.  fresh  pigs’  liver 

68palb. . 

Waitrosc  boneless  chicken 
breasts  six  for  £6.49,  cranber¬ 
ry  sauce  310g  for  79p,  dairy 
vanilla  ice-cream  2.  litres  for 
£1.99,  cherries  £2.99  a  ib. 
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Cigars  sold 
for  record 
£108  each 


By  John  Shaw 
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THE  6th  Doke  ofBuodeuch’S 
agara,  rediscovered  in  perfKt 
condition  after  140  years,  were 
sold  for  £17,600  at  Christie's  in 
London  yesterday. 

The  163  cigars  worked  out  at 
£108  each;  a  record,  arid  were 
bought  by  Peter  de  Savary  for 
Ski  bo  Castle,  his  luxury  hotel 
in  Scotland. 

They  were  discovered  in  a 
cabinet  in  a  .storeroom  at 

BowhilL  one  of  the  Bucdeiith- 

.  family  homes  in  Selkirk:  The 
upper  tray  was  empty  audit  is. 
■believed,  that  as  a  result  the 
lower  tray  was  overlooked. 
When  it  was  eventually 
opened,  a  treasure  trove  of 
Victorian  agars  was  discov¬ 
ered:  108  Vequeros  from  I8S8, 
28  Regalia  1856,  20  Murray 

1857,  and  seven1  Cderados 

1858.  The  humidify  arid  cold 
had  kept  them  in  prime  condi¬ 
tion.  They  were  sold  by  the 
present  Duke  with'  tfe  .  oak 
cabinet  in  which  they  were 
found. 

A  agar  expert  who  smoked 
one  of  the  Vequenw  before  the 
sale  pronounced:-  “Smokes 
perfectly,  beautiful  draw  with 
fine  white  ash.  Rich  cafy 
flavours,  an  aromatic,  pdr- 
J_  fumed  but  full-bodied  smoke.” 
□  A  205-year-old  bottle  of 
Chateau-Lafite  '  fetched 
£20,900  at  a  "Christie* ‘sale 
yesterday/  The  exceptionally" 
rare  bottle  emerged  onto  the 
auction  market  ftbirta*Eunh 
,  pean  aristocrat c  . -  denars, 

I  whereit had  beenfornSfea  aver 
a  oentuiy.- Tfie  17^  Vi^tege' 

predates  the  ‘bides!  -vintage  m 
the  private  cellar  at  Lafite  by 
eight  years.  . 


Poor  crops 
raise  price 
of  nuts 


By  a  Staff  Reporter 


A  SHORTAGE  of  almonds, 
pistachios  arid  hazelnuts  has 
pushed  upprices  ahead  of  the 
peak  Chnstmas  season.  Crop 
shortages  in  CafifOTnia  and 
bad  weather;  in  Iran  have 
mcreased  almond  and  pista¬ 
chio  prices  by' up  to  20  per 
oenL  ■ 

The  cost  of  hazelnuts  has 
risen  by  35  per  cent  because  of 
the  Turkish  Government's  de¬ 
rision  fcp  create  an  artificial 
shortage  by  withholding 
stocks.  Lfri  Calffomia,  two 
years  of  cold  and  windy  wea- 
tha1  have  hit  the  quality  erf  the 
almond  harvest 
.  torn  DahJgard,  a  nut  im¬ 
porter,  said:  “There  has  been  a 
shortage  of  crops  from,  differ¬ 
ent  countries  and  we,  the 
importers,  have  been  hit  with 
major  price  rises  this  year. 
These  rises  are  not  necessarily 
Passed  on  . in  fuD  to -the 
Consumer,  though  some  retail¬ 
ers,  particularly  greengrocers 
and  markets,  may  find  it  hard 
not  to." 
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A  CAR  worker  has  been  killed 
fry  a  suspected -drink-driver 
while  helping  three  teenage 
women  to  change  a  flat  tyre. 

Alan  Wynne  62,  went  to  the 
wonten’s  aid  after  hearing  a 
bang  outside  his  home  in 
Hawkesley,  Birmingham.  The 
women's '  Mini  had  hit  the 
kerb  and  damaged  a  tyre.  He 
knelt  in  the  road  to  change  it 
as  two  of  the  women  watched 
and  another  stayed  in  the  car. 

He  was  killed  when  a  blue 
Rover  Metro  skidded  ' and 
ploughed  into  the  back  of  the 
Mint.  Amanda  Browning.  17. 
who  was  in  the  Mira,  suffered 
a  sprained  bade  from  the 
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Daughter  wins  fight  for  soldier’s  diary  of  Burma  ordeal 


iJl-nisiht  opej 

ffore  Christf 


WtCKtNO 

SHOPPING 


The  secret  journal’s  inscription  to  Mi^  Smith 
By  Aian  Hamilton  1943;  “At-  thr  nWrt/ 


THE  daughter  of  a  prisoner 
of  war  who  died  on  the 
notorious  Burma  Railway 
has  won  a  two-year  cam¬ 
paign  to  buy  her  father’s 
secret  diary  of  his  ordeal 

Lance  Corporal  Bill  Smith 
died  from  beriberi  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  on  December  17, 1943. 
at  the  age  of  28,  when  his 
daughter  was  aged  four-  His 
diary,  which  would  have 
brought  instant  execution  if 
found  by  his  Japanese 
guards,  was  rescued  by 
another  prisoner. 

Begun  while  Lance  Corpo¬ 
ral  Smith  was  in  Changi  jail 
after  the  fell  of  Singapore  in 
1942,  the  diary’s  handwriting 
increasingly  faltered  as  his 
health  deteriorated.  The  last 
entry  is  dated  December  8, 


1943:  “At*  the  present  time 
having  a  bad  ^peB  with 
malaria."  Nine  days  later  be 
was  dead.  ‘ 

Two  years  ago  bis  daugh¬ 
ter,  Carol  Cooper  of  Gorie- 
ston.  Norfolk,  read  in  her 
local  newspaper  that  a  pris¬ 
oner’s  drary  had  been  bought 
at  auction  in.  Hufl  for  £248 
and  lent  by  the  buyer  ' 
another  old  soldier  —  to  the 
museum  of  the  Royal  Nor- 
folks.  her  father’s  old  regi¬ 
ment,  in  Norwich.  She  was 
astonished  to  discover  that  h 
had  been  written  by  her 
father.  . 

Mrs  Cooper  offered  to  buy 
it  from  the  owner,  Peter  Staff, 
59.  a  fin  nit  ure  salesman  and 
former  corporal  in  the  Royal 
N orf oiks  who  collects  war 
menorabDia.  He  declined  to 
seOL  saying  the  diary’s  proper 


Author’s  letters 
reveal  a  scoundrel 

By  John  Vincent  and  Robin  Young 


H.G.  WELLS  was  a  “self- 
centred  scoundrel",  according 
to  the  woman  who  is  offering 
for  sale  letters  written  by 
Dame  Rebecca  West,  one  of 
his  many  mistresses  and 
mother  of  his  son  Anthony. 

Dame  Rebecca,  herself,  a 
writer,  gave  birth  m  Anthony 
in  1914  when  she  was  20.  at  the 
start  of  a  turbulent  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  novelist  and 
popular  historian.  Her  letters, 
to  be  sold  at  Sotheby’s  an 
December  17,  are  expected  to 
fetch  up  to  £15,000. 

Dame  Rebecca’s  niece,  Ali¬ 
son  Selford,  of  Musweil  Hill, 
north  London,  says  that  Wells 
seduced  her  aunt  and  by  refus¬ 
ing  for  most  of  his  life  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  their  son  contrib¬ 
uted  to  Anthony  becoming  “a 
fiend  in  human  Rarrfa". 

Mrs  Selford.  76.  daughtefcof 
Dame  Rebecca's  sister  Wini¬ 
fred,  said  yesterday;  “Do  riot 
think  because  people  are  fam¬ 
ous  that  they  lead  happy  fives. 


H-G.  Wells  and  West 
turbulent  relationship 


They  do  not"  She  added: 
“Wells's  refusal  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  Anthony  had  a  terrible 
effect  an  the  bay." 

In  more  than  500  letters  that 
Mrs  Selford  is  selling.  Dame 
Rebecca  frequently  refers  to 
Wells  in  disparaging  terms.  In 
'  1923  she  writes:  “IVe  had  two 
other  letters  from  H-G.  of  tiie 
most  amazing  abusive  sort 
lye fell  his  hatred  of  my  work 
for  a  year  or  two  now  —  and  of 
course  the  accusations  of  lazi¬ 
ness  are  frequent  —  particu¬ 
larly  when  I’m  Q]  or  dead  with 
overwork."  In  1949,  she  was 
surprised  at  a  proposal  that  a 
forthcoming  book  should  dis¬ 
close  that  Wells  was  father  of 
her  sen.  She  persuaded  Antfm 
ny  to  suppress  the  fact. 

From  the  1920s  onwards  she 
brooded  over  her 'son’s  obvi¬ 
ous  unhappiness  and  deterio¬ 
rating  behaviour.  In  one  letter 
she  says:  “As  for  Anthony,  he 
appears  to  be  quite  mad."  In 
another  . .  it  is  the  meanest 
tiling  he  could  do  —  and  so 
terribiy  like  H.  G." 

Rebecca  West  also  discloses 
in  the  letters  that  she  had  an 
,  affair/with  Charlie  Chaplin.  “T 
,  never  told  anybody  but  when  I 
was  out  in  Las  Angeles  in  1924 
Charlie  made  violent  love  to 
me  and  asked  nfe  to  marry 
him..'  He  told  me  he  was 
pressing  me  so  hard  to  live 
with  him  then,  because  he  had 
suddenly  become  terrified  of 
uitpotence." 


Bill  Smith  with  his  wife  Ida  and  their  daughters  CHive  and  baby  CaroL  who  is  pictured  yesterday  with  her  father’s  diary.  “I  cried  my  eyes  out  when  I  first  saw  it' 


home  was  in  the  museum. 
Mrs  Cooper  approached  the 
museum,  whidi  said  that  she 
could  could  inspect  the  diary 
by  appointment  and  have  a 
photocopy  but  could  not  take 
it  borne. 

Angry  at  what  she  regard¬ 
ed  as  a  lade  of  compassion, 
she  contacted  solicitors  and 
war  veterans'  associations 
but  was  told  that  Mr  Staff 
was  the  rightful  owner.  Only 
when  BBC  Television  in  Nor¬ 


wich  began  to  make  a  docu¬ 
mentary  about  the  diary  did 
Mr  Staff  have  a  change  of 
heart.  He  sold  it  to  Mrs 
Cooper  on  condition  that  it 
will  eventually  return  to  the 
museum,  and  he  donated  his 
£300  asking  price  to  a  Roma¬ 
nian  orphans'  charity. 

Mrs  Cooper,  a  hospital 
administrative  officer  with 
three  children,  said  yester¬ 
day;  “1  cried  my  eyes  out 
when  1  saw  the  diary  for  the 


first  time.  When  I  heard 
about  it  1  just  wanted  it 
returned  to  my  family  so  that 
we  could  remember  my 
father.  I  am  sure  that  is  what 
he  would  have  wanted;  he 
said  in  the  diary  that  he  was 
keeping  it  as  a  record  for  my 
mother." 

Mrs  Cooper  said  she  want¬ 
ed  to  show  the  diary  to  other 
members  of  her  family  but 
might  eventually  bequeath  it 
to  the  museum.  Mr  Staff  said 


yesterday  tu 
piece  of  history,  the  diary’s 
proper  place  was  in  the 
regimental  museum.  “But 
eventually  I  was  persuaded 
that  Mrs  Cooper  had  a  moral 
right  to  it  as  she  was  his  only 
surviving  daughter.  I  just 
hope  she  keeps  her  word  and 
gives  it  to  the  museum  later.” 

Early  entries,  written  neat¬ 
ly  in  ink.  teD  of  swimming, 
concerts  and  high  spirits. 
Later  entries  change  to  spi- 


he  still  felt  that  as  a 


day  writing  in  penal  and  the 
news  is  of  forced  marches, 
slave  labour  and  disease. 

From  June  1943:  “It  has 
rained  every  day  since  1  have 
been  here.  It’s  hellish,  mud 
everywhere.  Food  shortages. 
Two  meals  of  half  a  mug  of 
gravy  and  half  a  mug  of  rice." 
Two  weeks  later  “There  have 
been  167  deaths  this  month  so 
far  and  the  record  was  28  in 
one  night  It  is  simply  a  case 
of  murder.  The  poor  chaps 


are  simply  stripped  and 
dumped  eight  to  a  grave." 

Bound  in  a  piece  of  blue 
hessian  from  a  kitbag,  the 
i  04-page  account  is  in¬ 
scribed:  “To  ray  darling  wife 
Ida.  whose  love  has  helped 
me  to  endure  these  trouble¬ 
some  times  through  which  I 
am  passing."  Mr  Smith’s 
widow,  who  died  four  years 
ago  aged  78.  did  not  learn  of 
his  death  and  burial  in  Bur¬ 
ma  until  after  the  war. 
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Tories  cannot  help  making  a 


over  Europe 


LUNCH  is  always  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  meal  for  politicians  — 
especially  in  a  public  restaurant 
where  your  indiscretions  can  be 
observed.  Country  houses  and  the 
salons  of  the  great  hostesses  were 
safer,  though  even  then,  the  identi¬ 
ty  of  sources  sometimes  became 
known,  even  if  only  within  the 
political  world. 

The  second  volume  of  the  Hist¬ 
ory  of  the  Times  records  how.  on 
becoming  Prime  Minister  in  18S. 
Palmerston  realised  the  value  of 
passing  what  was  then  coyly  called 
‘‘intelligence''  to  Detene.  the  great 
mid-lQth  century  editor  of  this 
paper.  Brougham,  a  longstanding 


opponen  t  of  The  Times,  described 
the  relationship  as.  “devil  worship"  * 
and  complained:  “Is  it  to  be 
believed  that  nothing  oozes  out 
which  should  be  kept  secret,  in 
these  connexions?" 

Whatever  the  precise  nature  of 
Kenneth  Clarke’s  remarks  to  the 
BBC  over  lunch  on  Wednesday, 
and  despite  denials  about  “mis¬ 
chief  making"  last  night,  the 
damage  has  been  done.  The  thrust 
of  the  report  rings  true  —  over  the 
Cabinet  arguments  this  year  and 
that  not  only  him  bid  also  several 
other  ministers  would  have  re¬ 
garded  any  decision  to  dose  the 
single  currency  option  as  unac¬ 


ceptable.  He  did  not  threaten  to 
resign  this  week  since  he  did  not 
need  to  do  so.  The  deep  wounds 
within  the  Tory  party  over  Europe 
have  yet  again  been  -revealed.  As 
today’s  Gallup  poll  confirms,  the 
Tories  are  in  deep  trouble. 

No  matter  bow  hard,  or  how 
often,  John  Major  tries  to  draw  a 
line  and  make  a  definitive  state¬ 
ment,  the  arguments  continue.  The 
protagonists  are  so  suspicious  of 
each  other  that  no  concordat, 
however  temporary,  is  possible. 
The  sceptics  have  been  unwilling 


to  accept  the  Cabinet  view  last 
April,  when  the  single  currency 
referendum  was  announced,  that 
the  wait-and-see  option  should 
remain  at  the  general  election. 

As  Mr  Clarice  has  allegedly 
complained,  there  have  been  vari¬ 
ous  attempts  since  then  to  shift 
Government  policy.'  The  latest 
dumsy  effort  this  week  has  back¬ 
fired  in  die  short-teim  The  east¬ 
ing  policy  has  been  reaffirmed 
even  more  strongly  by  Mr  Major, 
Mr  Clarke  and  particularly  Mich¬ 
ael  Hesdtihe.  even  though  a 


change  is  favoured-  by  many 
ministers  and  Tory  backbenchers 
(as  expressed  at  a  long  discussion 
at  last  night's  1522  comraittee)- 
However.  this  is  not  the  end  of " 
the  story.  Not  only- wifi  there  be  a  . 
further  attempt  by  sceptic  .minis- 
tens  in  the  New  Year  to  pressfora 
statementatthc  timeoftherlectioii . 
manifesto  ruling  out  participation 
in  the  next  parliament,  but  many  - 
Tory  MPs  and  candidates:  .win 
unilaterally  make  such  a  commit¬ 
ment.  At  the  deefiooj  the  Tory  ' 
party  will  beanoverthe  fdaue^  The- 
offidal  tine  that  a  decision  cannot  . 
be  taken  yet  wiU  .  be  privately 
disputed  by  many  ministers  and 


publicly  contradicted  by  the. con¬ 
stituency  manifestoes  of  total 
candidates. ....  s 

There  is,  however,  a  reasonable 
middle  way  far  tire  Cabinet  — 
maintaining  the  yjjait  and  see 
policy  (to  ensure  that  Mr  Clarke 
and  his  pro-Europeiit  allies  doriot 
resign)  while  poising  to  the  ab- ' 
sence  of  genuine  convergence  to¬ 
ward?  the  Maastricht  targets  on 
-Budget  deficits  in  much  of  Europe . 
(which  would;  make  it  difficult,-  if 
hot  impossible,  for  Britain  to  join, 
in  fire  first  wave).  This  would  not; 
of  course,  satisfy:  those  who  reject 
British  involvement  in  monetary 
union  as  amatteT  of  principle,  but 


itcould  be  a  face-saving  political 
compromise  until  the  election. 
After  alL  go  qnc  seriously  believes 
that  a  re-elected  Tory  Government 
would  enter  a  single  currency. 

Sensible  parties  avoid  divisive 
issues  when  decisions  do  not  have 
ib.be  taken.  Bui  the  Tory  party  is 
'  not  in  a  sensible  mood.  It  increas¬ 
ingly  resembles  fire  Labour  party 
of  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s, 
drawn  inexorably  back  to  the  issue 
certain  fo.do  it  most  damage.  Even 
if  an  open  split  is  avoided,  a 
sharbibles  looks  unavoidable  at  the 
time  of  the  election. 


Peter  Riddell 


How  Clarke  spilt 
the  fagioli  at 
a  Mayfair  lunch 


By  James  Landale.  political  reporter 


IT  WAS  over  a  £70-a-head 
lunch  in  the  West  End  of 
London  that  Kenneth  Clarke 
allegedly  said  he  would  resign 
if  John  Major  changed  his 
“wait  and  see"  policy  on  a 
single  currency. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  was  on  typically  ebul¬ 
lient  form  as  he  tucked  in  with 
two  BBC  journalists  at  Chez 
Nico  at  Ninety  Park  Lane. 
Two  bottles  of  red  wine  were 
consumed  by  the  trio  but 
according  to  Westminster 
sources,  most  of  the  drinking 
was  not  done  by  the  Chancel¬ 
lor.  On  the  table  lay  a  copy  of 
Monday’s  Daily  Telegraph. 
which  claimed  that  the  Prune 
Minister  was  keen  to  rule  out 
joining  a  single  currency  in 
the  next  Parliament  before  the 
election. 

But  between  mouthfuls.  Mr 
Clarke  allegedly  told  Jon 
Sopd  and  Mark  Mardell.  two 
of  the  BBC's  senior  journalists 
in  Westminster,  that  if  the 


policy  had  changed,  not  only 
would  he  go,  but  he  would  be 
joined  by  a  number  of  middle- 
ranking  and  junior  ministers. 

Mr  Clarke  also  allegedly 
said  that  he  was  furious  with 
Central  Office  sources  briefing 
journalists  against  him  and 
had  told  Brian  Mawhinney, 
the  party  chairman,  to  “tell 
your  kids  to  get  their  scooters 
off  my  lawn". 

The  lunch  was  conducted 
strictly  on  “lobby  terms”, 
which  means  the  conversation 
was  held  entirely  off  the 
record.  Any  stories  that 
emerged  from  the  lunch  could 
never  be  sourced  to  the  guest 
and  Mr  Clarke  felt  he  could 
speak  freely  without  retribu¬ 
tion  or  attribution. 

If  either  of  the  journalists 
made  his  views  public  —  as 
Mr  Sopel  did  —  he  could  deny 
the  story  because  it  was  un¬ 
sourced.  But  the  Chancellor 
had  not  banked  on  Frank 
Dobson.  Labour's  Shadow 


Chez  Nice? 


at  Ninety  Park  Lane 


The  site  of  Mr  Clarke’s  lunch  that  never  was 


Environment  Secretary,  who 
happened  to  be  lunching  at  the 
same  restaurant  with  Robin 
Oakley,  the  BBC’s  political 
editor. 

At  the  time,  Mr  Dobson 
thought  little  of  iL  Nothing 
could  be  more  normal  than 
two  senior  BBC  journalists 
lunching  with  a  Cabinet  min¬ 
ister.  It  was  only  when  he 
listened  to  BBC  Radio’s  lunch¬ 
time  news  yesterday  in  Wake¬ 
field  while  waiting  to  catch  a 
train  bade  to  London  that  Mr 
Dobson,  realised  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  meeting. 

He  instantly  rang  Tony 
Blair's  office  in  London  and 
told  the  Labour  leader's  aides 
about  Mr  ClarkA  lunch. 

While  Labour  spokesmen 
began  telling  other  lobby  cor¬ 
respondents  the  source  of  the 
story,  Mr  Clarke  was  forced  to 
issue  a  statement  denying  he 
had  threatened  to  resign. 

Yesterday  both  Mr  Sopd 
and  Mr  Mardell  refused  to 
comment  Mr  Sopel  said:  “It 
was  a  private  lunch.  I  am  not 
even  confirming  who  it  was 
with."  Mr  Mardell  said:  “I  am 
not  confirming  or  denying  any 
lunches  that  I  have."  How¬ 
ever.  Mr  Sopd  later  blew 
caution  to  the  wind  on  BBC 
Television’s  Sac  O'Clock  News 
and  recounted  much  of  his 
alleged  conversation  with  Mr 
Clarke.  Mr  Sopd  presents  the 
weekly  discussion  programme 
Newstalk  on  BBC  Radio's  S 
Live  and  regularly  presents 


Brussels  bouncer  w  inckepmie  jnwa  rubber  man 


w  pr 

Last  night  Nico  Ladenis.  the 
proprietor  of  Chez  Nico  at 
Ninety,  who  runs  two  other 
restaurants  bearing  his  name, 
refused  to  confirm  that  Mr 
Clarke  had  lunched  at  his 
restaurant  on  Wednesday. 

“I  don't  gp  round  saying 
who  comes  into  my  restaurant 
or  not"  he  said.  “I  would 
never  say  that  And  anyway  l 
don’t  remember  who  comes  to 


my  restaurant  I  only  remem¬ 
ber  them  if  they  behave  badly 
and  1  have  to  throw  them  out" 
But  he  added:  "I  like  Ken 
Clarke  and  his  policies.  1  think 
he  is  a  wonderful  man." 

It  is  not  the  first  time  that 
politicians  have  come  unstuck 
talking  to  journalists  over  a 
meal.  During  the  Labour  for¬ 
ty  conference  in  Blackpool  in 
October.  Stephen  Byers,  an 
employment  spokesman,  told 


four  lobby  correspondents 
over  a  meal  at  the  Sea 'Food 
Restaurant  that  Labour  was 
considering  breaking  its  links 
with  the  unions. 

Before  the  last  election,  Neil 
Kinnock,  the  former  Labour 
leader,  told. journalists  over 
dinner  at  Luigi’s,  a  . restaurant, 
in  Covent  Garden,  that  he 
might  water  down  the  tax 
policies  of  John  Smith,  his 
Shadow  Chancellor. 


shots  in  phoney 
war  on  Wirral 


By  Arthur  Leathley.  political  correspondent 


LABOUR  yesterday  wheeled 
one  of  its  trig  guns  on  to  a  by- 
election  battleground  'that  . 
may  witness  only,  the  skirm¬ 
ishes  of  a  phoney  war. 

Gordon  Brown  thundered 
into  Wirral  South  to  open  the 
Labour  campaign  headquar¬ 
ters  for  what  could  be  the  last 
by-election  of  this  Parliament 
But  even  as  the  Shadow  Chan¬ 
cellor  prepared  the  ground, 
senior  Tories  were  hinting 
that  they  might  not  call  the' 
contest  leaving  the  seat  va¬ 
cant  until  the  general  election. 

Mr  Brown  and  Ben  Chap¬ 
man,  Labour's  prospective 
candidate,  voiced  immediate 
anger  at  the  suggestion,  accus¬ 
ing  the  Tories  of  “running 
scared”  told  “disenfranchising 
the  voters  of  Wirral  South". 
The  hints  from  Westminster 
are  unlikely  to  stop  Labour 
from  campaigning  in  the  con¬ 
stituency  in  an  attempt  to 
shame  the  Tories  info  contest- . 
ing  a  seat  held  with  a  govern-  . 

merit  majority  of  8,  I  S3. 

Even  before  a  real  cam¬ 
paign  has  opened.  Mr  Chap¬ 
man  and  his  Tory  opponent, 
Les  Byrom.  have  been  trading 
insults  over  campaign  tactics, 
with  each  accusing  the  other  of 
hying  to  woo  voters  bdbre  tire 
memorial  service  for  Barry 
Porter,  the  Tory  MP  who  died  . 
last  month. 

The  early  weeks  of  shadow- 
boxing  may  prove  important 
far  both  candidates;  particu¬ 
larly  Mr  Chapman,  who  has 
already  attracted -widespread 
attention  for  his  swift  rise  to 
Labour's  front  line.  Mr  Chaf>- 
man.  56.  retired  from  the  Chtil 


Service  last  year  and  joined 
Labour  only  eight  months  ago. 
He  put  himself  forward  last 
month  as  a  late  replacement 
for  foe  previous  prospective 
candidate,  who  resigned  amid 
accusations  surrounding  his 
personal  life. 

Mr  Chapman  might  have 
been  specially  designed  to 
epitomise  Labour's  shift  in 
recent  years.  As  a  senior  dvil 
servmtt  at  the -Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  he  worked 
closely  with  ministers  such  as 
Michael  Heseltine,  acting  as  a 
diplomat  in  China  and  the  Far 
East  More  recently  the  di¬ 
vorced  father  of  three  has 
worked  as  a  DTI  director,  co¬ 
ordinating  business  in  the 
Merseyside  region. 

He  concedes  that  his  sudden 
emergence  $s  a  political  ani¬ 
mal  after  years  of  neutrality  is 
likely  to  be  seized  upon  by  the 
Conservatives.  "The  point  is 
that  any  government  has  to 
recognise  that  within,  a  neu¬ 
tral  civil  Servant  doing  a  job 
on  behalf  of  the  Government 
there  is  a  person  who  has  his 
own  independent  views." 

He  sfod  that  he  had  been  a 
stalwart  Labour^ voter  but  had 
been  able  “to  do  something 
within1  the  community"  only 
since  hb  retirement  "I  have 
— ’"A’  the  opportunity  that 
l  very  unexpectedly." 
Byronua  long-standing 
Tory  councfllor ‘in  nearby 
Seffon.  said  of  Mr  Chapman:' 
“Hf  has  no  roots  Here.  He  is 
just  a  diplomat,  but  h6  does 
nqt  have  my  experience  in 
dealing  with  voters  and  with 
people's  problems.” 


Budget  problem 
Finance  solution 


s- 


DOLL 


Pentium* 


DOL  DIMENSION  XPS  PI33s  BUSINESS  BUNDLE 

•  INTEL’  133 MHZ  PENTIUM*  PROCESSOR 

•  16MB  SDRAM,  INTEL  43QYX  FOset 

•  512Kb  CACHE  ?Gb  EIDE  HARD  DRIVE 

•  NEW  STB  POWERS RAPH  64  30  PCI  GRAPHICS  CARD  WITH  2Mb 
VIDEO  MEMORY 

•  15'CQLQUR  SVGA  MONITOR  1 13.75"VIEWABLE  AREA) 

•  OGHT  SPEED  CD-ROM  DRIVE 

•  INTEGRATED  16-flfT  SOUND  AND  ACS90  SPEAKERS 

•  MICROSOFT  WINDOWS  95  &  MS  OFFICE  PROFESSIONAL  95 
+  28  8  PRE-INSTALLED  INTERNAL  MODEM 

+  HP  DE5KJET690C  (CABLE  INCJ  COLOUR  4  BLACK  ANO  WHITE  PRINTER 


At  only  £11.99  per 
week  f  £14.09  incVATi 
the  Dell  Dimension" 
XPS  P133s  comes  as 
the  perfect  solution 
to  your  business.  And 
your  budget.  With  its 
high  performance  graphics  and  sound,  this 
multimedia  PC  comes  with  MS  Office 
Professional  pre-installed.  So  the  system  is 
ready  to  run.  If  also  includes  an  advanced 
HP  Deskjet  690c  primer  which  delivers 
outstanding  results.  A  28.8  internal  modem 
allows  you  to  send  faxes  and  could  even 
connect  you  to  the  Internet.  All  in,  it's  the 
perfect  solution  from  the  worlds  largest 
direct  PC  manufacturer.*  Do  the  business, 
call  us  today  on  01344  724681.  -Wemc 


Designed  for 


Microsoft* 

Window?® 


£11.99 

(£14.09 

Businet*  leosc 
rental  per  week 

inti.  VAT! 

£1,449  Cajb  Priic  (£1,731.95  ;«<),  do(iv*ry  + V&T) 

D0U. 


TALK  DISK*  TO  THE  NUMBER  CMC. 

01344  724681 

Bmmhh  8cm  and  8pm  wmfccfeys,  I Oam  to  4pm  Sol 


/: 


Meet  the 
fun  in 


HOLff  ROBERT  ANNE 
HUNTER  DOWNEY;  JR.  BANCROFT 


DYLAN  SIEVE 
MCDERMOTT  GUTTENBERG 


CHARLES 

DIMING 


JODIE  F  OS  TER  F  I  L/ M 


PetfQrmn 


CURZON  WEST  END  \ ^m^notting  hill  o/R  -m-  //■//  rj r,  n,  T,  .  r  h-t* 

jCcORONET 

(0171)  369  1722  'S/Fjoui  n?  6705  7  Cu- - 

- -  -  jjm  c_- 0171-t>3*.  27*2 

AND  AT  CINEMAS  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY 


STARTS  TODAY 

t°  ©SKJK 

22  'JRo-71  7^76705 


J35A 


$ch  filial  St’ianyj 
ulineers  ticfiani  < 
iBansm  n'tlleiru'! 


njO1  • 
•Vl. 


-  *r . 

■V;  • 


.... - 

-*  -o' 


?»c  . 

-JI'M  -I  .. 


-.  a.. 

-  •  ■  -  - 


:  r.  - 


•  ,  •  j  ; 
--{• 


0^ 

OFFER  *  r  r 

%0Nfna  • 

NE5  h  cracks* 


^ZrlNUTe 

^  iC'N/iL  CM  i  r 


utrru 

‘“iST.Mas 


.V.- 

^  Jj. .  . 


_ ...........  *..  ......  .  , ......  . . . . .  . . .  . .  9  -  .  :  _ •  .  i  -  . 

Tcltphnnr  Unc*  open  Monday  to  Friday  S.OOjci  (o  <*T»Opm  and  Saturday  R.OOam  to  4.00pm.  To  uiht  bi  m  iMprvtiug  our  unirr  m  rai‘  record  cr  monitor  calif.  Abbci  National,  AbJn-y  National  Utfcct  and^fap'timfcrfia  rioupft  iytnt»oT«i4  tradtmarLi 

■  '  '  '  '  •  •  '  .  -'l  .  .  *=■'•  -*-•  *. 


•' —  •  - 1 _  .• 


the  times  Friday  December  6 1996 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  13 


Patten  gives 
colony  firm 

pledge  on 


passports 


rmv n  ii resea, 

loN  1,1  Phom 
\ar  on  Wjrri 


From  Jonathan  Mirskyin  hong  konc 


CHRIS  PATTEN,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Hong  Kong,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  would  be  “impu¬ 
dent"  of  Peking  to  threaten 
almost  140,000  people  in 
Hong  Kong  who  were  given 
British  passports  in  1990  to 
provide  reassurance  after  the 
1989  Tiananmen  Square 
killings. 

Speaking  to  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  Mr  Patten  staked 
British  and  his  personal  hon¬ 
our  by  guaranteeing  that  Brit¬ 
ain  will  recognise  fully  the 
British  Nationality  Selection 
Scheme  passport,  now  and 
after  the  transfer  of  sovereign¬ 
ty  next  summer. 

h  is  indistinguishable  from 
his  own  passport,  Mr  Patten 
said,  waving  it  at  the  chamber. 
If  what  he  said  was  not  true, 
he  added,  “you  can  find  me 
wherever  I  am  and  hang  my 
words  around  my  neck”. 

The  Governor  had  sum¬ 
moned  the  council  to  defuse 
mounting  panic  here  that  tens 
of  thousands  of  people  who 
accepted  the  BNSS  passport 
would  be  abandoned  because 


Peking  did  not  recognise  the 
document.  “1  came  as  quickly 


as  possible,"  he  said.  “This  is 
the  right  place  to  deal  with 
these  anxieties." 

Mr  Patten  dealt  with  wide¬ 
spread  suspicions  of  treachery 
within  the  Government  One 
council  member  raised  the 
possibility  that  Lawrence 
Leung,  the  Director  of  Infor¬ 
mation  until  his  sudden  retire¬ 
ment  in  July,  bad  provided  the 
Chinese  with  the  names  of 
thousands  of  holders  of  the 
disputed  passports.  Mr 
Leung’s  background  is  under 
investigation  by  a  Legislative 
Council  select  committee.  The 
Governor  insisted  that  he  had 
no  evidence  of  such  treachery 
and  said:  “I  have  no  reason  to 
suspect  the  Chinese  have  such 
a  list  of  names." 

Despite  assurances  earlier 
in  the  week  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernor,  Anson  Chan,  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  the  Foreign 
Office  in  a  message  sent  on 
Wednesday  at  Mr  Patten's 
behest  many  here  remained 
convinced  that  a  senior  British 
official's  statement  meant  that 
the  1990  British  Nationality 
Selection  Scheme  passports, 
given  to  50,000  heads  of  fam- 
.ilies  and  their  dependants. 


French  fight 
mutineers 
in  Bangui 


From  Ben  Macintyre 

IN  PARIS 


ily  who  pi 
ill  ctional 


FRENCH  troops  fought  rebels 
on  the  streets  of  Bangui  yester¬ 
day  as  an  army  mutiny  in  the 
Central  African  Republic  esca¬ 
lated  and  foreigners  began 
fleeing  the  capital.  . 

The  uprising,  which  started 
on  November  16  over  army 
pay,  has  since  intensified  into 
a  foil-scale  rebellion,  with 
overtones  of  tribal  violence, 
against  President  Paiasse  and 
his  French  backers. 

French  troops  began  evacu¬ 
ating  foreign  nationals  yester¬ 
day  as  rebel  shells  landed  on 
the  capital's  main  hold  and 
French  tanks  took  up  positions 
—at  the  presidential  palace  and 
national  radio  station. 

The  mutineers  fired  mortars 
into  tire  dty  centre  and  about 
'400  rebels  sought  to  break  out 
of  strongholds  in  the  south 
and  west  of  the  capital  At  least 
two  soldiers  were  killed  inthe 
fighting  between  the  muti¬ 
neers  and  the  French-support¬ 
ed  presidential  guard,  France 
has  1.500  troops  and  military 
advisers  in  its  former  colony. 


Netanyahu 
defiant  on 
settlements 


From  Christopher  Walker 
IN  JERUSALEM 


IN  DEFIANCE  of  Arab. 
European  and  American  criti¬ 
cism,  Israel  said  yesterday 
that  permission  had  been 
given  for  hundreds  more  Jews 
to  five  in  the  occupied  West 
Bank  and  many  Israelis  now 
wanted  to  move  there. 

David  Bar-IQan.  a  senior 
adviser  to  Binyamin  Netan¬ 
yahu,  the  Prime  Minister,  told 
Israel  radio  that  Jews  could 
now  occupy  200  empty  hous- 
mgurrits  in  the  settlement  of 
Kaiunm  -  near  the  largest 
West  Bank  Palestinian  city  of 
Nablus.  He  said  100  addition¬ 
al-units  were  being  buUt  there 
with  planning permission 
sought  for  200  more 
.  The  official  justified  the 
dedrion  to  revoke  .the  ban 
imposed  by  the  previous  Lab¬ 
our  Government  as  being 
necessary,  to  allow  for  the 
“natural  growth  of  the 
settlement". 

.  Yassir  Arafat,  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  leader,  said  that  the  move 
violated  the  1993  peace 
accords.  • 
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Chinese  general 
gets  red-carpet 
welcome  to  US 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


Chris  Patten  stakes  his  honour  yesterday  on  the  value  Britain  places  on  the  140,000  Hong  Kong  passports 


would  not  ensure  consular 
protection. 

Francis  Cornish,  the  Senior 
British  Trade  Commissioner 
here,  who  is  also  the  senior 
Foreign  Office  representative, 
had  said  on  Tuesday  that  con¬ 
sular  protection  would  not  be 
offered  to  BNSS  passport- 
holders  because  Peking  re¬ 
garded  them  as  Chinese. 
Peking  has  dismissed  the 
passport  as  a  British  political 
trick,  and  on  Wednesday  a 
Chinese  official  in  the  colony 


said  of  its  holders:  “If  their 
BNSS  identities  are  success¬ 
fully  traced,  they  would  no 
longer  be  regarded  as  foreign 
nationals." 

An  angry  Mr  Patten  said: 
“What  would  China  think  if 
Britain  decided  who  was  Chi¬ 
nese?  They'd  think  it  was  a 
monstrous  impudence."  He 
urged  Peking’s  "po-faced"  al¬ 
lies  in  the  council  to  tell  China 
such  statements  create  anxiety 
in  Hong  Kong. 

Nobody  can  tell  Britain  who 


is  a  British  ritnen.  Mr  Patten 
said.  “All  British  passports 
look  alike."  he  said.  No  consul 
will  ask  how  it  was  obtained. 

There  is  an  international 
convention,  the  Governor  ex¬ 
plained.  which  holds  that 
those  with  dual  citizenships 
cannot  expect  “formal"  consul¬ 
ar  protection  from  one  country 
when  they  are  in  the  other. 
“But  they  will  still  get  assis¬ 
tance,"1  he  said.  A  mere  state¬ 
ment  from  Peking  that 
possession  of  a  BNSS  passport 


is  proof  of  dual  nationality,  the 
Governor  assured  the  counciL 
“is  not  evidence". 

Without  such  evidence,  for 
example  a  Chinese  passport, 
Britain  would  consider  as 
unquestionably  British  all 
BNSS  passport-holders.  Mr 
Patten  warned  Peking  that,  if 
it  persisted  in  defining  unilat¬ 
erally  those  whose  foreign 
passports  are  valid  “after  1997, 
there  will  be  a  large  number  of 
arguments  with  foreign 
countries". 


IN  AN  unprecedented  good¬ 
will  gesture  to  Peking,  ihe 
United  Stales  is  extending  its 
full  diplomatic  red  carpet  to 
General  Chi  Haolian.  China’s 
Minister  of  National  Defence, 
who  arrived  for  a  ten-day  visit 
to  America  last  night 

General  Chi.  who  com¬ 
manded  the  army  during  the 
Tiananmen  Square  massacre 
in  June  1989  and  earned  his 
stripes  fighting  American  sol¬ 
diers  on  the  Korean  peninsu¬ 
la.  will  be  granted  an  honour 
guard  welcome  by  William 
Perry,  the  Defence  Secretary, 
at  the  Pentagon  on  Monday. 
He  is  also  expected  to  meet 
President  Clinton. 

Today  he  will  visit  West 
Point,  the  army  academy  out¬ 
side  New  York.  Next  week 
General  Chi  will  be  given 
tours  of  the  naval  installations 
at  Norfolk.  Virginia,  of  Max¬ 
well  airforce  base  in  Ala¬ 
bama.  Fort  Hood  army 
headquarters  in  Texas,  and 
the  Sandia  national  military 
laboratory  in  New  Mexico. 
Then  his  delegation  will  be 
flown  to  Hawaii  to  meet  the 
US  Pacific  Command. 

Such  a  reception  would 
have  been  inconceivable  in 
the  immediate  aftermath  of 
Tiananmen  Square  when 
hundreds  of  pro-democracy 
demonstrators  were  killed  by 
die  general's  troops.  His  visit 
to  the  United  Stales  was 
delayed  twice  last  year  after 
the  most  serious  deterioration 


in  relations  between  the  two 
powers  over  Taiwan. 

The  visit  is  certain  to  pro¬ 
voke  renewed  criticism  of  Mr 
Clinton's  policy  of  engage¬ 
ment  with  China  from  Repub¬ 
licans  in  Congress.  They  were 
the  most  vocal  proponents  of 
the  decision  to  grant  a  visa  to 
President  Lee  Teng-hui  of 
Taiwan  last  spring,  a  move 
which  precipitated  a  down¬ 
ward  spiral  in  relations  and 
led  to  Peking's  military  exer¬ 
cises  off  the  Far  Eastern 
island. 

Republicans  have  since  crit¬ 
icised  Mr  Clinton  for  not 
taking  a  tougher  line  against 
the  Chinese  authorities  over 
human  rights  violations  and 
missile  sales  to  rogue  nations. 
However,  the  visit  by  General 
Chi  was  viewed  by  the  White 
House  yesterday  as  the  most 
tangible  sign  that  Sino- Ameri¬ 
can  relations  were  finally  on 
the  mend  and.  followed  by  a 
proposed  series  of  meetings 
between  Mr  Clinton  and  Pres¬ 
ident  Jiang  Zemin  of  China, 
would  create  a  climate  of 
greater  warmth  between  the 
countries. 

Among  the  key  issues 
which  will  dominate  discus¬ 
sions  in  Washington  will  be 
the  Clinton  Administration's 
wish  to  secure  permission  for 
American  naval  vessels  to 
continue  making  port  calls  in 
Hong  Kong  after  the  British 
colony  reverts  to  Chinese  con¬ 
trol  next  summer. 
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We  won’t  push  you  to  say  more 
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French  Pretender  Sells  off  family  heirlooms 


The  present  Comte  de  Pans,  a  would-be  long  in  waiting,  at  Chantilly  in  1986 


From  Ben  Maontyre  ' J 
IN  PARIS 

THE  Pretender  to  the  French 
throne  will  sell  off  hundreds  of 
family  heirlooms  next  week 
after  a  bitter  court  battle  in 
which  his  children  accused 
him  of  plundering  their 
inheritance. ' 

Henri  d’Ori&ns.  Conte  de 
Paris,  S3,  a  direct  descendant 
of  Hugues  Capet,  the  founder 
of  France’s  IJDOO-year-oJd  Ca- 
petian  dynasty,  announced 
three  years  ago  that  he  intend¬ 
ed,  to  sell  the  contents  of  his 
former  home  in  Portugal, 
sparking  furious  opposition 
from  five  of  his  nine  surviving 
children. 

Four  days  before  the  intend¬ 
ed  sale  in  1993.  the  children 
(aged  in  their  50?  and  60s) 
filed  a  lawsuit  daiming  that 
the  Comte  and  his  wffe  were 
"squandering  family  souve¬ 
nirs”  of  emotional  value.  After 
a  lengthy  legal  tussle,  howev¬ 
er,  France's  court  of  appeal 
has  given  the  sale  the  go- 
ahead. 

On  December  14  and  15. 
Sotheby’s  in  Monaco  wfll'aue- 
tion  400  lots  from  the 
collection,  including  portraits, 
jewellery,  furniture,  china  and 
books.  The  sale  is  expected  to 
raise  up  to  £1.8  million  for  the 
Old  Pretenders  coffers,  but  it 
has  led  to  the  most  serious 
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split  in  the  fractious  French 
royal  family  since  1984.  when 
the  Comte  disinherited  his 
eldest  son.  Henri,  for  divorc¬ 
ing  and  marrying  a  divorcee. 

This  week  the  Comte  said 
that  the  dispute  had  left  him 
with  a  “profound  feeling  of 
anger”,  and  he  singled  out  the 
children,  complete  with  titles, 
who  had  dared  to  oppose  his 
royal  will:  "Henri,  Comte  de 
Clermont  —  who  has  since 
renounced  his  title  — Jacques, 
Due  d ’Orleans,  Michel 


Comte  d’Evreux,  Isabelle, 
Camtesse  Frtdftric  Carl  de 
.  Schoenbom-Buchheim,  and 
HHine.  Camtesse  Evrard.  de 
Umbourg-Srirum." 

The  -  eccentric  patriarch, 
who  claimed  that  President  de 
Gaulle  had  suggested  he  suc¬ 
ceed  him  as  head  of  state  in 
I9G5L  has  made  no  secret  of. 
his  wanting  the  cash  to  main¬ 
tain  "a  certain  way  of  life-, 
"Our  house  keeps  up  ap¬ 
pearances  better  than  in  Great 
Britain,  where  the  royal  image 
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is  really  sad  and  pathetic,*  the 
Cbrate.  who  has  never  re¬ 
nounced  his  right  to  the 
FTench  throne,  told  Paris- 
Meuch  magazine  this  week. 

.  The  last  King  of  France  was 
.the  Orl&nist  Louis-Philippe. 

.  who  abdicated  in  1848.  While 
popular  among  Catholic  tradi¬ 
tionalists.  the  House  of 
Orleans  is  widely  seen  in 
France  as  an  entertaining  but 
irrelevant  anachronism.  The 
Comte  said  he  would  also  use 
the  sale’s  proceeds  to  continue 
bringing  out  the -monarchist, 
"monthly  bulletin”  he  founded 
in  1948,  and  to  "leave  some¬ 
thing  for  the  children”. 

Precisely  which  children  -is 
undear,  since  the  Comte  de 
Paris,  in  another  sigh  that  his 
family  is  somewhat  less  than 
dos&knit  admits  he  does  not 
know  how  many  grandchil¬ 
dren  or  great-grandchildren 
he  has,  and  does  not  much 
care:  "Frankly,  it’s  only  the 
boys  that  interest  me.  The 
monarchist  tradition  is  found¬ 
ed  on  male  succession  -. .  in 
the  area  of  succession  it  is  vital 
to  maintain  this  principle,”  he 
said! . 

He  noted,  however,  that  his 
sons  had  all  opposed  his- 
selling  off  bits  of  the  family 
heritage,  while  four  of  his 
daughters  had  “affectionately 
rallied  round”  The  unseemly 
feud  is  a  further  setback  to  The 
twynmtority  of  French  people  - 
who  ding  to  tiie  quixotic 
notion  that  the  monarchy 
.  might  one  day  be  restored:  •/  : 

However,  the-  Pretender 
“What  do  you’ 
you  have  U 
there  are  always-  sortie 
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-disagree.  Things  look  fairly 
favourable  for-  the  House  6t~ 
finance  *■  at  the!  moment,”  he 
..added,  with  an  optimism  un¬ 
dimmed  by  -  republicanism 

-  and  undiluted  by  realism. 

Sotheby’s  has  defended  the 
ctIp,  pointing  out  that  the 
family  has  .often  .  sold 
artworks,  "After  the  death  of 
..  the  Grand  Dauphin,  the  son  of 
bouisXlV  who  wasan  impor- 

-  taint"  collector,  most  of .  his  - 
collection  was  sold  by  the  Due  ' 
de  Berry."  pcants  out; 
Alexandre  1  Pradire  of  ' 
Sotheby’s. 

The  majority. of  the  .royal'. 
family7s  artworks  have  al-. 
-ready  been  presented  by  the.’ 
Comte  to  a  foundation  pro-  ' 
moling  the  “monarchical  ide¬ 
al”.-  Items  on  sale  next  week  ' 
come,  from  the  former  royal  j 
residence.  Quinta,  where  the  ] 
family  lived  from  the  end  of .. 
the  Second  World  War  until  : 

-  1950.  when  the  claimants  to 
the ,  French  ‘  throne'  were  * 
allowed  bade  into  FYance.  The 
Portuguese  house  was  sold  in 
1985. 

The  most  important  art-  ! 
work  up  for  auction  is  an  1842  0 
portrait  of  tiie  Comte  de  Paris  ; 
by  Franz-Xaver  Winterhalter,  , 
valued  at  Fr300,000  to 1 
Fr50a(X)0(  £37500  to  E6Z500).! 
The  portrait  has  been  declared  ' 
a  national  treasure  and  so  can  . 
be  ’sold  only  to  a  French 

collector.  •  •  ] 

A  set  of -six  .Empire  arm-  , 
chairs  that  once  belonged  to  ' 
the  statesman  Talleyrand  is  . 

-  also  on  sale  with  an  estimated 
value  of  Fr300,00a  .  -  . 

The  collection  is  of  greater 
historical  than  artistic  impor¬ 
tance.  -according  to  experts. ' 
but  for  France’s  die-hard  mon-  ■ 
archists  the  auction  is  anop- 
portunity  to  obtain,  say,  a.; 
book  bearing  the  royal  fleur- ‘ 
de-fys  foras  frttfe'as  Fr2,000.  ; 

While  the  courts  have ' 
allowed  the  sale,  the  Cbmte’s  “ 
children,  have  launched  yd 
another  appeal  which,  if  ] 
upheld,  could  lead  to  fresh  ; 
legal  daims  after  the  collection 
has  been -  dispersed.  The  .1 
imcfi  gnifed  spedade  of  the 
royal  house  of  Orleans  bicker- , 
ing  over  who  gets  the  family 
silver  has  hot  been  lost  on  the  .jk 
.sons  and  daughters  of. the  ^ 
French  Revolution;  - , 

As  Le  Figaro  pointed  out 
wryly:  “It  is -  a  sad  joke  to  see 
this  younger  branch  of  tire 
Capetian  dynasty  putting  such 
great,  feith  m,.republican  jus¬ 
tice  to -sort  out  tiieir  internal 
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.  J uppe’s  popularity 
tumbles  as  woes 
multiply  in  France 


TOYS  worth  more  than 
E20.OOO  intended  as  Christ¬ 
mas  presents  for  the  children 
ofAlam  Juppe's  staff  have 
been  stolen,  capping  a  bruis¬ 
ing  fortnight  of  misfortune, 
miscalculation  and  misery  for 
the  French  Prime  Minister. 

Nothing  is  going  M  Juppfc’s 
way.  The  paralysing  French 
lorry  drivers’  strike  has  been 
followed  in  quick  succession 
by  the  terrorist  bombing  of  a 
commuter  train  and  the 
botched  privatisation  of  the 
defence  giant.  Thomson  SA. 

The  divided  centre-right  co¬ 
alition  is  baying  for  blood,  the 
long-established  “franc  fort" 
policy  is  being  openly  ques¬ 
tioned,  France’s  drive  for  a 
Single  currency  is  under 
threat,  and  M  Juppe's  popu¬ 
larity  has  reached  the  lowest 
ebb  of  any  leader  in  modern 
French  history. 

Wits  have  interpreted  the 
theft  of  the  3,000  Christmas 
packages  as  a  sign  that  even 
Father  Christmas  has  it  in  for 
the  Prime  Minister,  but  die 
sea  of  troubles  now  swamping 
M  Jupp£  is  mostly  of  his  own 
making. 

On  Wednesday  the  Govern¬ 
ment  hailed  the  sale  of  Thom¬ 
son  after  an  independent 
privatisation  commission  re¬ 
fused  to  approve  the  sale  of  its 
electronics  branch  to  a  South 
Korean  company.  M  Juppe 
had  approved  the  deal  before 
consulting  the  commission, 
and  his  characteristically 
blunt  assertion  that  Thomson 
was  worthless  ignited  die  fury 
of  its  workers. 

Korea  has  demanded  an 
explanation  for  the  U-turn 
amid  allegations  of  racism: 
Thomson  workers  are  cele¬ 
brating  victory  and  even  the 

5 - 

Spanish 
dolls  take 
a  beating 

Madrid:  A  doll  depicting  a 
boy  with  a  black  eye,  missing 
teeth  and  a  gashed  cheek 
sparked  outrage  -  among 
Spanish  children's  rights 
groups  yesterday  -(Turku 
Varadarajan  writes).  Priced  at 
1.000  pesetas  (£5).  and  armed 
at  three-yearolds  to  sufyear- 
olds,  the  doll  is  sdling  briskly. 
Another  version,  with  the 
boy's  bruised  head  serving  as 
die  top  half  of  a  flask  of 
cologne,  is  doing  less  weD. 

prodeni.  Spain’s  leading 
child  protection  society,  said  it 
glamorised  child  abase.  How¬ 
ever,  Miguel  Rodriguez,  the 
manufacturer,  asked:  “Who 
•OBays  it  represents  an  abused 
child  and  not  one  who  has 
fallen  down  stairs?" 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


CJSk 


Juppfc  swamped  by 
.  a  sea  of  troubles 

Government's  allies  are  won¬ 
dering  how  a  deal  that  seemed 
sealed  last  week  has  collapsed. 

“This  is  just  one  more 
shambles."  complained  Fran¬ 
co  is-Michel  Gonnot,  the 
Gaullist  chairman  of  die  par¬ 
liamentary  committee  on 
trade  and  industry. 

The  concessions  to  striking 
lorry  drivers  have  already 
provoked  similar  demands  for 
early  retirement  and  wage 
rises  in  other  sectors,  and  oil 
industry  unions  have  called 
for  a  strike  next  week. 

Tuesday's  bomb  on  a 
crowded  commuter  train, 
which  killed  two  people  and 
injured  dozens,  has  dealt 
another  blow  to  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  confidence  a  year  after 
it  claimed  to  have  beaten  back 
the  threat  of  Islamic  terrorism. 

Shares  in  department  stores 
have  tumbled  as  madiinegun- 
carrying  police  and  soldiers 
patrol  shops,  stations  and 
airports  and  France  faces  the 
prospect  of  a  Christmas  period 
blighted  by  fear  of  norther 
attacks.  Officials  maintain 


that Tuesday’s  bombing  could 
not  have  been  anticipated,  but 
according  to  French  newspa¬ 
pers’  the.  Government  had 
received  a  number  of  recent 
intelligence  reports  warning 
-that  Paris  was  once  again  the 
. -.  target  of  Algerian  Islamic 

JM  Juppi’s  domestic  political 
.woes  are  scarcely  less  explo- 
'  sive:  His  plans  ro  cap  a  wealth 
■  tax  for  the  very  rich  and  bring 
in  tougher  anti-racism  laws 
are  foundering  amid  strong 
opposition  from  his  own  par¬ 
ty.  but  perhaps  most  threaten¬ 
ing  is  the  growing  debate  over 
the  policy  of  linking  the  franc 
to  the  deutschmark,  a  central 
tenet  of  government  thinking 
for  more  than  a  decade. 

Officials  predict  a  major 
reshuffle  in  the  new  year,  but 
Elyste  insiders  say  President 
Chirac  is  not  yet  ready  to  drop 
his  prime  minister.  Some  of 
the  most  savage  criticism  has 
come  from  the  ranks  of  die 
ruling  Gaullist  RPR  party,  of 
which  M  Juppe  is  the  head. 

In  a  recent  newspaper  inter¬ 
view.  M  Juppe  declared  that 
he  intended  to  lead  the  party 
into  the  1998  elections  and 
then  quit.  For  many  observers 
the  suggestion  dial  be  might, 
be  able  to  hang,  on  for  so  long 
appeared  wildly  unrealistic. 

□  Corruption  inquiry:  An  in¬ 
vestigating  magistrate  struck 
at  die ;  heart  of  an  alleged 
covert  funding  system  for  the 
RPR  party  by  ordering  the 
arrest  erf  the  movement’s  for¬ 
mer  personnel  chief.  Louise- 
Yvonrie  Casetta.  who  was 
regarded  as  the  party’s  shad¬ 
ow  treasurer ,  was  detained  for 
questioning'  oyer  suspected- 
corruption,  justice  sources 
said.  (Reuter) 
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Sadako  Ogata,  the  United  Nation  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees,  top.  at  the 
conference  with  Bosnian  leaders  Alija  Izetbegovic,  left,  and  Kresunir  Zubak 
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Milosevic  pays  up 
to  quell  protests 

From  Stacy  Sullivan  in  Belgrade 


THE  Serbian  President. 
Slobodan  Milosevic,  yester¬ 
day  appeared  to  be  taking 
steps  to  quell  popular  anger, 
which  has  brought  demon¬ 
strators  on  to  the  streets  of 
Belgrade  for  the  past  17  days. 

He  showed  no  sign,  howev¬ 
er.  of  caving  in  to  the  protest¬ 
ers' demands  that  he  recognise 
the  results  of  last  month's 
municipal  elections,  which 
gave  a  resounding  victory  to 
opposition  parties  in  almost 
every  major  Serbian  town. 
The  electoral  commission 
□ted  unspecified  irregularities 
and  state-controlled  courts  an¬ 
nulled  the  results. 

Local  media  reported  that 
Mr  Milosevic’s  Socialist  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  introduced  a 
series  of  measures  designed  to 
appease  popular  discontent  by 
lowering  state  electricity  bills 
and  paying  pensioners  who 
have  not  received  state 
cheques  since  September.  Stu¬ 


dents,  who  have  led  the  cru¬ 
sade  against  the  Government, 
were  promised  larger  grants. 

The  independent  Belgrade 
radio  station.  Radio  B-92, 
went  back  on  the  air  after 
Serbian  authorities  came 
under  severe  international 
criticism  for  shutting  it  down. 
The  student  radio  station. 
Radio  Index,  also  went  back 
on  the  air  yesterday. 

“I  think  Milosevic  wants  out 
of  this  storm,"  said  Mihalo 
Markovic,  a  former  adviser  to 
the  President  and  Former  head 
of  the  Serbian  Socialist  Ptuty. 

The  Government  began 
purging  unpopular  officials 
from  its  ranks.  State  television 
announced  the  resignation  of 
Mile  Uic,  the  president  of  the 
Socialist  Party  in  the  town  of 
Nis.  He  has  been  blamed  by 
opposition  parties  for  manipu¬ 
lating  election  results  there. 
Aleksandr  Tijanic,  the  Infor¬ 
mation  Minister,  resigned. 


Bosnia  tribunal  boost 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


BRITISH  police  officers  as¬ 
signed  to  The  Hague  interna¬ 
tional  tribunal  investigating 
war  crimes  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  could  be  sent  to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina  to  tiy  to 
trace  the  67  indicted  war 
criminals  still  at  large. 

With  the  promise  of  more 
international  help,  offered 
yesterday  at  the  end  of  a  two- 
day  conference  on  Bosnia  in 
London,  the  tribunal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  expand  operations. 

Malcolm  Rifkind,  the  For¬ 
eign  Secretary,  said  he  would 


be  "extremely  dissatisfied"  if 
General  Ratko  Mladic,  the 
former  Bosnian  Serb  army 
commander,  and  Radovan 
Karadzic,  former  president  oF 
the  Bosnian  Serbs,  as  well  as 
other  indicted  war  criminals 
had  not  been  dealt  with 
within  the  next  12  months. 

Despite  the  added  re¬ 
sources,  however,  the  confer¬ 
ence  communique  made  it 
dear  that  the  responsibility 
for  arresting  the  indicted  war 
criminals  remained  with  the 
local  police. 
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Hie  dolls  that  have  upset  children’s  righto  groups 
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ANYBODY. 
WE  DON'T 
WANT  YOU. 

Being  an  Officer  in  the  TA  isn't  for 
everybody-  So  most  of  you  can  stop 
reading  now.  We  want  the  best. 

Only  the  best  can  take  the  pressure, 
give  credit  where  it’s  due,  set  high 
standards  and  live  by  them.  Only  the 
best  can  have  men  look  up  to  them 
but  look  down  on  no-cne. 

Only  the  best  get  Army  rates  of  pay. 
Anybody  still  with  us?  Then  you're 
somebody  we'd  like  to  talk  to. 
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GIFTS  YOU  CAN  AFFORD, 


r  |  iliere  ran  he  few  better  Christmas  gifts  than  a  mobile 
JL  phone.  <  But  perhaps  you’re  not  considering  one 
because  you  don’t  want  to  lumber  someone  you  care  about 
.with  on-going  monthly  bills. 

Well,  at  Peoples  Phone  we  have  just  the  thing.  All-in- 
one  packages,  where  yon  make  one  payment  and  that  s  it 
fin:  a  whole  year.  They  even  include  a  free  call  allowance 
and,  what’s  more,  we  can  connect  it  on  Christmas  Eve. 
That  way;  it's  ready  to  make  a  call  as  soon  as  it’s  unwrapped 
and  you  don’t  ,  pay  for  a  single  day  you  don’t  need. 


•  12  aomlu  Hue  rental 

•  Connection 

•  Fmalb-£&90  per 
month  lor  a  whole  year 

•  Award -winning  PP80Q 
mobile  phone 


•  12  months  line  rental 

•  Connection 

■  ftwe  calls  -  per  month 

for  months 
I  •  A  choice  of  loading  brand 
\  -  name  phones  including; 

I  the  Nokia  909 


LOW  EST  PRICE 

GIFT  PACKAGE 


.  12  months  Hne  rental 
•  Connection 


DIGITAL 

AFT  PACKAGE 


FREE  PAGI 

GIFT  PACKAG 


R 


■  Iree  call*  —  £&50  per 
tnoath  fcr  ex  months 

.  Sanuaxqf  PP8I0 


a  12  months  line  rental 
■  Connection 
•  Up  to  £50  cashback 
OR 

Up  to  50  minutes  tree  colls 
per  month  for  three  months 
•  A  choice  of  leading  brand 


VGA- 


OVER  180  STORES  NATIONWIDE 
CALL  0345*10 •11*12 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE.  A  FREE  INFORMATION 
PACK  OR  TO  PEACE  AN  ORDER. 


ooooooo 


H 


O 


N 


Tl  iurt~-H«ifiiinins  alihltii  nun  rf-*  -f-p—1 —  "  "  naadtaenwggaiiiirtri.'it  -i  .^w.. 


r:\l: 


16  OVERSEAS  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6 1996 


Nazis  'smuggled  gold  in 
Swiss  diplomatic  bags’ 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


SWISS  bankers  used  diplo¬ 
matic  pouches  to  smuggle 
Nazi  gold  and  securities  into 
Argentina,  including  a  £13 
million  retirement  hind  for 
Hermann  Goering,  the  Luft¬ 
waffe  commander  and  one  of 
Hitler'S  closest  henchmen,  ac¬ 
cording  to  secret  papers. 

A  State  Department  memo¬ 
randum  of  December  1946. 
made  public  for  the  first  time 
yesterday,  reported  that  before 
the  German  surrender,  Goe¬ 
ring,  Joseph  Goebbels,  the 
Propaganda  Minister,  and 
other  senior  Nazis  had  tried  to 
transfer  “securities,  bullion 
and  cash"  out  of  Europe 
secretly. 

The  memorandum  from 
Laurence  Frank,  the  US  Con¬ 
sul  in  Austria,  was  released  by 
Alfonse  D'Amato,  the  New 
York  Republican  senator 
whose  banking  committee  is 
investigating  whether  billions 
of  pounds  belonging  to  Holo¬ 
caust  victims  may  still  be 
hidden  in  Swiss  bank  vaults. 

The  World  Jewish  Congress 
has  alleged  that  up  to  $7 
billion  (£4.3  billion)  belonging 
to  Jews  killed  in  the  Holocaust 


remained  in  Swiss  banks  after 
1945. 

Goering  and  Goebbels  first 
moved  money  to  Geneva  in 
diplomatic  bags  which  could 
not  be  inspected.  “It  is  report¬ 
ed  that  Reichsmarshall  Goe¬ 
ring  lately  used  this  method  to 
transfer  personal  funds," 
Frank’s  report  stated.  “Ac¬ 
cording  to  these  reports,  Goe¬ 
ring  previously  sent  more 
than  $20  million  of  his  person¬ 
al  fortune  to  Argentina.” 


Periki:  may  have  helped 
to  open  secret  accounts 


Goering  also  used  a  sub¬ 
marine  to  ship  part  of  his 
fortune  to  Argentina  in  die 
summer  of  1943,  the  memo 
said.  Goebbels  placed  $13 
mil  Son  in  a  safety  deposit  box 
in  a  German-controlled  bank 
in  Buenos  Aires,  where  Jo¬ 
achim  von  Ribbentrop,  Hit¬ 
ler's  Foreign  Minister,  also 
secreted  a  large  sum. 

These  disclosures  followed 
the  release  of  papers  from  the 
US  Embassy  in  Buenos  Aires 
earlier  this  week,  showing  that 
die  Nazis  secretly  sent  more 
than  $1  billion  to  Argentina  in 
the  last  month  of  the  war  and 
scoured  the  world  for  sanctu¬ 
aries  for  their  plundered 
wealth. 

Argentina,  which  har¬ 
boured  numerous  Nazi  war 
criminals  —  such  as  Adolf 
Eichmann,  one  of  the  archi¬ 
tects  of  the  Holocaust,  and 
Erich  Priebke,  the  former  SS 
captain-extradited  to  Italy  Last 
year  —  has  meanwhile  been 
pitched  further  into  the  contro¬ 
versy.  it  was  reported  that  Eva 
Per6n  may  have  conspired 
with  the  Nazis  to  set  up  secret 
accounts  on  behalf  of  her 


husband  to  hide  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  obtained 
from  looted  Nazi  gold,  cash 
and  art  treasures. 

Although  the  memo  said  the 
Swiss  Government  was  prob¬ 
ably  unaware  of  the  role  that 
Swiss  bankers  and  business¬ 
men  played  in  aiding  the. 
Nazis.  Mr  D’Amaio  also  re¬ 
leased  a  letter  that  he  has  sent 
to  Carlo  Jagmesti,  the  Swiss 
Ambassador,  demanding  an 
explanation. 

“I  am  amazed  by  a  passage 
in  the  document  which  states 
that  Swiss  bankers  were  en¬ 
trusted  to  conduct  diplomatic 
missions  to  South  America," 
he  said.  “My  great  fear  is  that 
it  was  these  bankers  who  were 
allowed  to  carry  on  such 
missions  that  were  facilitating 
the  transfer  of  Nazi  loot  to 
Argentina  and  beyond." 

□  Geneva:  An  independent 
panel  will  investigate  the 
Washington  reports,  Thomas 
Borer,  a  Swiss  Foreign  Minis¬ 
try  official,  said.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
allegations,  he  added.  (AP) 

Bernard  Levin,  page  II 


A  protester  makes  a  peace 
sign  after  South  African 
police  fired  tear-gas  and  stun, 
grenades  yesterday  at  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Zulus,  Some  armed 
with  handguns  and  tnufi- 
tional  weapons,  demonstrat¬ 
ing  on  the  East  Rand  our 
eviction  from  a  township. 

About  800  residents  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Inkatha  Free¬ 
dom  Party  in  the  township 


Clashes  at  Zulu  protest 


of  Thofcoza  had  started 
marching  towards  council 
offices  in  the  nearby  town  of 
Albertan  after  chasing  away' 
officials  who  tried  to  serve 
eviction  notices  (Inigo 
Gilmore. .  writes).  The  resi¬ 
dents  fired  shots  before 
police  cordoned  off  roads 


This  Christmas  WHSmith 
are  selling  football  kit. 
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WHatever  thev’re  into,  get  into  WHSmith 
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VIDEOS  AVAILABLE  AT  VIDEO  STOCKISTS.  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY  AT  WHSMITH  STORES  IN  EM  BLAND  AMD  WALSS,  EXCUIDINO  STATIONS  AMD  AIRPORTS.  PIDOEB  COfUKCT  AT  TIME  Of  GOtNO  TD  PRESS.  ERRORS  AND  ^WISSIONS  EXCSPTEO, 


and  fired  stun  grenades  to 
disperse  the  crowd.  The 
trouble  had  its  roots  in 
violence  daring  the  run-up 
to  the  1994  election,  in  which 
Thokoza  was  a  focal  point 
Supporters  .  of  President 
Mandela'S  African  National 
Congress  fled  their  homes 


when  Inkatha  supporters  oc¬ 
cupied  than. -Since  then  the 
township  has  been  divided, 
with  ANC  supporters  living  w 
in  one  half  anJ  Inkatha 
supporters  in  the  other. 

The  proposed  evictions 
were  part  of  a  plan  to 
rebuild  the  township.  Local 
officials  said  they  would 
continue  fo  .'press  for 
evictions.  . 


Afghan  Fanners 


Ilfs  III. 


dies  in 
Moscow 

From  Richard  Beeston 

IN  MOSCOW  . 

BABRAK  KARMAL.  the  for¬ 
mer  Afghan  leader  who 
helped  to  trigger  the  iH-fated 
Soviet  invasion  of  Ms  country 
but  was  later  deposed  by  the 
Kremlin,  has  died  in  exile  at  a 
Moscow  hosphaL 
The  .  67-year-pld .  former 
Gjmmumst  Icaderis  reported 
to  have  died  front  hyg  canc^-; 
cm  Tuesday  at  the  &i£mtinV 
Central  Chnica!  HdSpi&l.  His 
body  is  ejected  to  btfetamed 
tb  northern  Afghaitistan  for!. 
burial  T^VJt t 

'  Mr  KarmaL  the  sdh'tif  d 
general  and  a- member  .the 
Afghan  elite,-  emerged  ^as  a 
political  figure  mine  1960s 
when  he  wan  a  reputation  as  ak 
fiery  Communist  orator  and 
went  on  to  found  the  pro- 
Soviet  People's  Democratic. 
Party  of  Afghanistan. 

When  the  party  seized  pow¬ 
er  in  1978,  he  lost  ground  in  the 
rivalries  within  the  Commu¬ 
nist  leadership  and  was  post¬ 
ed  as  Ambassador  to  .  Prague 
by  the  new  Afghan  dictator, 
Hafizullah  Amin-  However, 
Mr  Kanpal  was  diosenasihe 
Kremlin's  puppet  figure  when 
Amin  was  murdered  and 
Soviet  forces  invaded. 

Otrituaxy.page23 
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end  Greek 
blockade 

From  Reuter 

IN  ATHENS 

COSTAS  SIM mS,  the  Greek 
Prime  Minister,  appealed  to 
thousands  of  farmers  yester¬ 
day  to  end  a  crippling  eight- 
day  blockade  of  road  and  rail 
links,  saying  it  was  posing  a 
serious  threat  to  the  eoonomy.^ 
Among  these  caught  up  in 
"the  toe  foreign  lorry 
drivers,  inducting  about  40 
'  from  Britain  stranded  at  Pa- 

-  tras."  Greece's  third  largest 

harbour.  .  . 

■■  In  his  first  public  comments 
store  die  farmers  began  their 
ilction  last  'niursday.  Mr 
.Sinialilr-'  said  in  a  tdevised 
‘  addteess:  “The  taking  over  of 
’  hatiarialriads  and  ptoalysing 
of.  transport  are-  putting  an 
unbearable  cost  on  the  econo¬ 
my.  The  takeovers  harm  vital 
interests  of  other  sectors.  They 
violate  the  rights  of  our  dti- 
zens,  and  endanger  the  labour 
and  income  of  other  workers." 

He  appealed  ,  to  farmers, 
urtto  have  blocked  land  links  to 
Greece  using  10,000  tractors, 
to  lift  the  barricades,  but  did 
riot  go  beypnd  veiled  threats. 

Mr  Simitis^  facing  his  first 
crisis  since  winning  Septem¬ 
ber's  elections,  has  said 
sacrifices  must  be  made  to£ 

-  meet  European  Union  eco¬ 
nomic  convergence  targets. 
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U  S  inflation 

error  offers 


FIrom  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


•  -  "A  I 


‘  K 


:ii 


AMERICANS  woke  yesterday 
to  the  revelation  that  govern¬ 
ment  inflation  figures  .for  the 
past  two  decades  have  been 
exaggerated  by  a  third.  If  the 
flaws  are  corrected,  the  coun¬ 
try’s  budget  woes  could  be 
«sed  at  a  stroke,  but 
the  changes  would  hit  die 
wallets  of  every  pensioner  and 
taxpayer. 

The  new  inflation  estimates 
emerged  from  a  commission 
of  independent  economists  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Congress.  If  the 
Government  fixes  the  flaws  in 
its  inflation  model,  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  commission  recom¬ 
mends,  it  will  be  able  to  knock 
more  than  $50  billion  (£31 
billion)  off  the  2002  govern¬ 
ment  budget  deficit  —  more 
than  a  third.  But  the  change 
would  push  up  taxes  and 
squeeze  pensions  and  other 
government  benefits.  * 

Politicians  of  all  parties 
welcomed  the  figures,  glimps¬ 
ing  the  tantalising  prospect  of 
a  “quick  fix'1  to  die  country's 
budget  problems.  The  new' 
inflation  numbers  _  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  commission 
offer  a  magic  wand  for  boost¬ 
ing  growth,  raising  taxes  and 
shrinking  the  cost  of  pensions. 
But  politicians,  while  salivat¬ 
ing  at  the  prospect,  were  also 
highly  nervous  of  initiating 
the  changes  for  fear  of  un¬ 
leashing  a  political  storm. 

Groups  representing  the  60 
million  Americans  who  re¬ 
ceive  government  pensions 
and  other  benefits  called  on 
President  Clinton  not  to  use 
the  figures  as  a  way  of  balan¬ 
cing  the  budget,  die  biggest 
problem  confronting  him  in 
his  second  term.  That  would 
be  “a .  dangerous  path  to  . 
follow”  according  to  Horace 
Deets  of  the  American  Associ¬ 
ation  for  Retired  Persons: 

Mr  Clinton  has  committed 
himself  to  making  progress  cm 
reducing  the  US's  huge  deficit 
—  the  annual  gap  between 
government  income  •  and  -, 
spending  —  by  2002.  The 
RepuUicaiHXvuroUed  .  Con¬ 
gress  may  aisa  pass  a  law 
forcing  him  to  do  so. 


According  to  the  commis-. 
sion,  die  Government's  mea¬ 
sure' of  inflation  has  been -too 
high  by  1.1  percentage  points  a 
.year.  Instead  of  inflation-  of 
about  3  per  cent  a  year,  die 
real  figure  is  about  1.9  par 
cent,  it  said.  The  new  figures 
also  transform  the  picture  of 
America’s  growth  for  the  past 
two  decades,  showing  the 
economy  has  not  been  as 
sluggish  as  thought.  * 

•  Fixing  the  flaws  would  cut 
$148  billion .  off  the  budget 
deficit  in  2006,  a  third  of  its 
projected  level,  according  to 
the  Congressional  Budget  Of¬ 
fice;  a  politically  independent 
forecasting  body.  National 
debt  would  be  cut  by  nearly 
$700  billion  by  the  same  date. 

But  almost  every  taxpaying 
American  would  see  bills  rise. 
Pensioners  would  have  their 
cost-of-living  allowances 
squeezed  by  about  $100  each 
year. 

The  Government  currently 
calculates  inflation  by  looking 
at  the  prices  of  95,000  goods. 
Errors  have  crept  in  because 
the  present  model  does  not 
take  account  of  how  much 
products  have  improved  in  the 
past  few  decades.  If  the  price 
of  a  new  car  or  computer 
doubles  but  the  quality  also 
rises,  then  it  is  not  accurate  to 
say  that  the  price  has  really 
d oubled. 

The  present  model  also  fails 
to  take  account  ,  of  the  way 
consumers  bey  cheaper  prod¬ 
ucts  as  substitutes  when  the 
price  of  other  products  rises. 
When  beef  costs  more,  people 
eat  extra  chicken. 

The  commission  alat  recom¬ 
mends  taking  account  of  the 
phenomenon  of  discount 
stores  that  are  spreading 
across  America  and  revolu¬ 
tionising,  the  typical  famflys 
shopping  habits. 

Stores  such  as  Wal-Mart 
and.  Price  .Club,  together  with 
warehouse-style,  wholesale, 
shops,  have  been  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  greeiedby  shoppers  who 
flock  to  them  each  weekend  to 
shave  tens  of  dollars  off  their 
weekly  bills.  -  f 


Neo-Nazi 
threat 
to  fans 

Madrid:  The  intense  rivalry 
between  Real  Madrid  and 
Barcelona  football  dubs  — 
separated  by  a  point  —  took 
a  sinister  turn  this  week 
when  a  neo-Nazi  group 
threatened  to  “cripple’*  Bar¬ 
celona  fans  at  tomorrow’s 
league  derby  (Tunku  Vara- 
darajan  writes). 

:  Skinhead  members  of 
Ultra  Sur.  a  group  of  far- 
right  Real  Madrid  hooli¬ 
gans.  handed  out  leaflets 
saying  those  wearing  Barce¬ 
lona  colours  in  Madrid 
would  be  “dead  meat”. 

China  railway 
kills  27  people 

Shanghai:  At  least  27  people 
have  been  killed  and  nine 
badly  injured  by  trains  an 
the  Peking-Hong  Kong  rail¬ 
way  in  the  three  months 
since  it  opened  on  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  the  People’s  Daily 
reported  yesterday.  Most  of 
the  victims  were  reported  to 
be  people  living  along  the 
railway  who  were  hit  as  they 
crossed  the  trades.  There 
have  been  a  total  of  49 
accidents.  (Reuter) 

Yeltsin  fixes  up 
Clinton  talks 

Moscow:  President  Yeltsin 
will  meet  President  Clinton 
in  March,  probably  in  the 
United  States.  The  'White 
House  said  that  Al  Gore,  the 
Vice-President  will .  meet 
Viktor  Chernomyrdin,  the 
Russian  Prime  Minister,  in 
February  to.  prepare  for  the 
summit,  agreed  during  a  20- 
minute  telephone  conversa¬ 
tion  yesterday.  (AP) 

Woman  has 
sexfuplets 

Huefva,  Spam:  A  woman 
who  became  pregnant  with 
eight  foetuses  with  the  aid  of 
fertility  drugs,  has  given 
birth  to  six  babies  —  four 
boys  and  two  girls.  Doctors 
induced  labour  after  the  ■ 
death  of  a  second  foetus.  The 
first  -died  in  the  27th 
week.  (AP) 


Heroine  of  the  hawks  flies  higher 


From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 

AMERICA’S  first  female  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State.  Madeleine 
Albright  spent  her  childhood 
in  London  during  the  Blitz  and 
grew  up  speaking  English 
with  a  British  accent 

The  daughter  of  a  Czech 
diplomat  Ms  Albright  was 
born  Marie  Jana  Korbe!  in 
Prague  in  1937  and  spent  the 
war  in  a  small  house  in  the 
London  suburbs.  She  moved 
to  America  in  1948  when  her 
father  sought  asylum  from  the 
Communists  who  had  taken 
over  their  homeland. 

As  America’s  UN  Ambassa¬ 
dor  for  the  past  four  years,  die 
divorced  mother-ofthree  has 
earned  a  reputation  for  quite 
unladylike  bluntness.  During 
her  recent  feud  with  Boutros 
Boutros  Ghali,  one  UN  official 
said  tiie  aristocratic  UN  chief 
viewed  her  as  an  “East  Euro¬ 
pean  peasant  with  American 
crassness". 

Although  not  a  professional 
diplomat  Ms  Aibright  is  an 
astute  political  operator  who 
studied  for  her  PhD  under  a 
future  National  Security  Ad¬ 
viser,  Zbigniew  Brzezinski, 
and  has  served  a  host  of  senior 
Democrats,  including  Adlai 
Stevenson.  Edmund  Muskie. 
Jimmy  Carter  and  Michael 
Dukakis. 

Her  tentative  performance 
in  her  first  two  years  as  LIN 
Ambassador  earned  her  scorn 
from  some  fellow  diplomats 
and  a  reputation  as  Ambassa¬ 
dor  “Half-Bright"  —  the  same 
nickname  she  was  given  by 
schoolgirls  in  her  youth.  She 
learnt  on  the  job,  however, 
facing  intense  Congressional 
pressure  after  the  death  of  US 
servicemen  supporting  the 
UN  peacekeeping  mission  in 
Somalia. 

A  former  university  profes¬ 
sor  and  self-described  "policy 
wonk”,  Ms  Albright  has  a 
penchant  for  dreaming  up 
new  labels.  Early  in  her  term 
as  UN  Ambassador,  she  pro¬ 
pounded  the  theory  of  “asser¬ 
tive  multilateralism”,  accor¬ 
ding  to  which  America  would 
leverage  its  power  by  working 


Madeleine  Albright  talks  to  journalists  at  UN  headquarters  in  New  York  yesterday 


with  other  states.  After  the 
debacle  of  multilateral  peace¬ 
keeping  in  Somalia,  she  shift¬ 
ed  to  a  theory  of  "spheres  of 
responsibility"  in  which  each 
great  power  would  take  care  of 
its  own  backyard.  Her  current 
favourite  is  the  “ do-ability 
doctrine",  a  fancy  name  for 


old-fashioned  pragmatism. 
She  is  also  the  author  of  the 
increasingly  popular  taxon¬ 
omy  which  divides  countries 
into  such  categories  as  “failed 
states"  like  Somalia,  and 
“rogue  states”  like  Libya  and 
North  Korea. 

Already  a  Cabinet  member 


as  UN  Ambassador.  Ms 
Albright  is  exquisitely  attuned 
to  die  tides  of  opinion  in 
Washington  and  frequently 
plays  to  a  domestic  audience 
rather  than  an  international 
one.  Her  eagerness  to  please 
Congress  has  led  some  Demo¬ 
crats  to  dub  her  the  “Jeane 


Kirkpatrick  of  the  Left"  a 
reference  to  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  highly  political  UN 
Ambassador. 

With  her  Impeccable  anti¬ 
communist  credentials.  Ms 
Albright  is  a  hawk  on  all 
leading  US  foreign  policy 
questions  and  has  won  a  firm 
following  among  die  Cold 
Warriors, 

She  has-  courted  Senator 
Jesse  Helms,  the  arch-conser¬ 
vative  chairman  of  the  Senate 
foreign  relations  committee, 
and  has  travelled  to  his  North 
Carolina  constituency  several 
times.  The  ageing  Southern 
Senator  is  clearly  charmed  by 
her — he  is  said  to  dote  on  one 
of  her  daughters,  who  is  a 
lawyer  in  Washington  —  and 
will  present  little  challenge  to 
her  confirmation  as  Secretary 
of  State. 

She  is  staunchly  pro-Israel 
and  anti-Iraq,  and  can  daim 
credit  for  responding  quickly 
to  Baghdad’s  renewed  chall¬ 
enge  to  Kuwait  in  1995  and  its 
intervention  in  the  Kurdish- 
held  north  this  year. 

When  the  Iraqi  press 
described  her  as  a  "snake" 
she  poked  fon  at  them  by 
wearing  a  serpent  brooch. 

After  Cuba's  shooting  down 
of  two  light  aircraft  flown  by 
protesters  from  the  Miami- 
based  “Brothers  to  the  Res¬ 
cue",  she  travelled  to  Florida 
to  address  a  sports  stadium- 
foil  of  50,000  outraged  Cuban 
exiles  and  kept  the  UN  Sec¬ 
urity  Council-  in  session  until 
past  midnight  to  denounce 
Cuba’s  action.  She  forced 
through  a  UN  resolution 
authorising  a  US-led  invasion 
of  Haiti,  despite  the  reserva¬ 
tions  of  the  UN  Secretary- 
General. 

The  greatest  feather  in  her 
cap,  however,  is  Bosnia.  Un¬ 
like  almost  any  other  official  of 
any  country,  she  pursued  a 
consistent  policy  that  eventu¬ 
ally  yielded  success. 

Like  the  good  Long  Island 
housewife  she  used  to  be.  the 
rotund  Ms  Albright  is  peren¬ 
nially  worried  about  her 
weight.  In  February  she  went 
on  a  diet  and  has  since  then 
shed  201b. 


Lloyd  Webber  struggles  to  close  curtain  on  court  drama 


By  James  Bone 

SIR  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber's  legal  tit- 
for-tat  with  an  unknown  American 
songwriter  is  set  to  become  the 
longesfrTunmng  musical  drama  in  the 
New  York  courts  after  a  judge's 
decision  that  seems  likely  to  trigger 
new  appeal  cases. 

•  The  British  composer  was  sued  in 


1990  by  Ray  Repp,  an  American 
songwriter,  who  accused  him  of 
plagiarising  his  religious  folk  song 
Till  You  for  the  theme  song  of 
Phantom  of  the  Opera: 

A  former  seminarian  who  now 
works  part-time  in  a  clothing  shop.  Mr 
Repp  claimed  that,  because  of  Phan¬ 
tom's  extraordinary  worldwide  suc¬ 
cess,  he  deserved  tens  of  millions  of 


dollars  in  damages.  His  own  song 
earned  total  royalties  of  just  $78.09 
(about  £48). 

In  1994.  a  New  York  court  ruled  in 
Sir  Andrew's  favour,  and  Mr  Repp 
was  about  lo  appeal  when  (he  British 
composer  hit  turn  with  a  tit-for-tat 
lawsuit  claiming  that-  Till  You  was 
itself  copied  from  Close  Every  Door,  a 
number  in  Sir  Andrew’s  1969  hit 


musicaUesiis  Christ  Superstar.  Judge 
Shirley  Wohl  Kram  of  the  US  District 
Court  ruled  this  week,  however,  that 
Sir  Andrew  had  failed  to  prove 
plagiarism. 

Mr  Repp’s  lawyers  said  they  now 
planned  to  proceed  with  an  appeal 
against  the  1994  decision.  Sir  An¬ 
drew's  lawyers  said  they  might  also 
appeal  against  the  latest  ruling. 
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Gillian  Anderson  as  Dana  Scully:  a  female  lead  who  has  yet  to  remove  any  dothing  except  to  put  on  surgical  scrubs 


Where  are 


you 


I  couldn’t  help  myself.  It's 
my  only  excuse. 

Not  so  long  ago,  I  gave 
my  credentials  as  a  scep¬ 
tic  in  this  newspaper  chief 
among  them  was  my  baffle¬ 
ment  at  the  appeal  of  The  X- 
FUes.  Tosh,  I  believe,  was  the 
word  1  used.  Nonsense,  too, . 
sprang  to  mind,  if  not  quite on. 
to  the  page.  1  felt  quite  superi¬ 
or  to  the  weak-minded  mil¬ 
lions  who  had  fallen  prey  to 
the  spell  of  Mulder  and  Scully 
and  their  exploits  among  the 
ghoiities  and  gh ashes  and. 
long-legged  beasties  .  and 
dungs  that  abduct  in  the  night 
I  aligned  myself  firmly  with 
tbe  likes  of  .  Dr  Richard 
Dawkins,  who,  in'  his  repent 
Richard  Dimbleby  lecture, 
scorned  the  show's  pseudo¬ 
science  and  stood  firm  for  the 
real  wonders  of  the  world. 

However,  in  the  spirit  of 
cultural  inquiry  (very  pure-, 
spirited)  1  tried  the  show  again 
—  and  again.  Or  perhaps  it 
was  not  such  a  conscious 
effort  Perhaps  I  just  found 
myself,  come  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  plonked  in  front  of  the 
teDy  with  a  worthy  tome  in  my 
hand  but  without  die  energy  to 
open  it  Perhaps  I  was  guided 
towards  the  glowing  screen  by 
an  implant  inserted  in  my 
nose  by  alien  beings,  or  even 
fay  evil  agents  of  the  American 
Government 

You  can  see  what’s  hap¬ 
pened  now,  can’t  you? 

At  least  T  have  the  comfort  of 
knowing  that  I  am  not  atone. 
Yes.  of  course  there  are  the 
nearly  ten  million  viewers  who 
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to  find  the  time 


to  do  all  your 
Christmas  shopping? 


How  a  sceptic  fell  prey  to  the  spell  of 
Mulder  and  Scully  and  becarrie  an 
X-Fhile.  Erica  Wagner  Confesses ;; 


watch  the  stows  third  season 
every  week  on  BBCI  (itsEaited 
on  BBC2  as  a  "cult  shew”,  but 
once  viewing  figures  started 
racing  upwards  the.  switch' 
was  made)  and  the  countless 
others  who  tune  in  ori  Sky 
One.  There  is  The  X-FUes 
Book  of  the  Unexplained,  VaL. 
II  (Simon  and  Schuster. 
£17.99)  and  The  New  Unoffi¬ 
cial  X-Files  Companion  (Mac¬ 
millan,  £9.99);  there  is  Trust 
No  One:  The  Official  Third 
Season  Guide  to  The  X-Files 
(Voyager.  £9.99).' all  sure  to 
bounce  into  the  bestseller  lists. 

But  now  there  is  hard 
evidence  of  what  we  suspected 
all  along  —  a  phrase  to  make 
true  X-Philes,  as  they  call 
themselves,  slaver.  Deny  All 
Knowledge:  Reading  the  X- 
FU.es  appeared ..  this  week 
under  die  august  Faber  im¬ 
print.  Edited  by  three  Ameri¬ 
can  academics.  David  Lavery. 
Angela  Hague  and  Marla 
Cartwright,  this  sober  volume 
is  "the  first  real  attempt  to 
examine  the  significance  of  die 
.  show”.  Hie  essays  contained 
between  its  covers,  written  by 
professors  and  doctors  of  phi¬ 
losophy,  '  have1  subtitles  like 
The .  X-Files ^  Liminality  and 
Gender  Pleasure  and  The 
Imaginary,  Voyeurism  and 
theSymboIic  Order  in  The  X- 
Files.  “Grounded,"  writes  Lin¬ 
da  Badley .  — ■  Professor  of 
English  at  Middle  Tennessee 
State  University  —  in  her 
essay  The  Rebirth  of  the 
Clinic:  The  Body  as  Alien  in 
The  X-Files,  "like  Sartre  and . 
Todorov,  in  Western  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  -neurobidogy.  The  X- 
Files  sustains  a  Todorovian 
hesitation  between  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  the  metaphysical  that 
takes  openly  dialogic  form." 

In  other  words,  Mulder  and 
Scully —the  first  with  a  will  to 
believe,  die  second  with  a  win’ 
to  doubt  —  talk  to  each  other. 
Fancy  that  It  is  easy  tb  poke 
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Erica  Wagnen  stood  firm 

ftiit  at  this  kind  of  criticspealc, 
as  .  David  Lavery  well  knows. 
Lavery,  Chair  of  the  English 
.  Department;- aiL  Middle  Tfert- 
nessee  State,  claims  not  to  be'a 
committed  X-Phfle  (bis  zeal 
passion  is  revealed  in  an 
earlier  work.  Full  Of  Secrets: . 
Critical  Approaches  to  Twin 
: Peaks).  He.  recently  gave  two 
parodic  critical  seminars  in 
Las  Vegas  (“of  all  places")  oh 
Bqywbtch  smi  Mr  ErL  - 

“  i/T^I  erious  as  this  bode 
■  .  is,  I  win  admit  that 
there  is  gnmrrfimg 
silly  in  doing  a  seri¬ 
ous  study  of  a  t$evisioo 
show,"  he  says.  “But  in  die 
latter  half  of  die  20th  century, 
television  will  be  our  culture.. 
Particularly  in  the.  United 
States — if  it isn’t  on  television, 
we  don’t  know  it," 

If  television  is  our  culture. 

.  our  culture  reflects  our  current 
preoccupations.  Bob  Rtekatd 
.is  Editor  of  The  Fortedri 
Times,  a  bFmaatfaty  journal  of - 
the  paranormal  whose  drcula- 
tionhas  soared  in  die  past  four 
years  from  UJOO  copies  to 
more  than  60J)00.  “We  caB  it 
PMT  —  Pre-Mfflenmal  Teri- 


.  sidn,”  he  says.  “If  applies  to 
this  clustering’ of  weirdness 
you  see  now,  whether  it  is  a 
.media  creation  or  a  genuine 
increase  in  a  kind  of  collective 
ifiadness-:  perhaps  both." 

So  there  I  am,  vegged  out  on 
the  .sofa,  the  half-baked  ema- 
nfltinVK  of a  criiectivemadness 
overriding  my  critical  facul¬ 
ties.  I  want  to  believe,  trum¬ 
pets  die  poster  behind  Fox 
"Spooky”  Mulder*  desk  —  do 
j?A  recent  Church  of  .England 
jrpbrt  shows  us  ignoring  tra- 

*  dfitionaLhousesof worship  ana 
venturing  .to  astrologers  in¬ 
stead:  conspiracy theoryis  rife 
tin  the1  Internet;  Stephen 
Hawking's  wish  to  know  die 
rnind  of  God  made  his  difficult 
book  a  bestseller!  ... 

'  I  stiD  hold  fast  to  iny  basic 
rationality.  Em  not  watching 
die  skies  .  or  buDding  eerie 
mountains  out  of '--mashed 
potata  Okay,  so  I  like  The  X- 
Files— not  bad  writing,  pretty 
cool  stories  and^ohmy  goodr 
ness,  a.  female  tead  who  has 
yet  to  remove,  any.  of  her 
dothing.  —  .except  to  put  .on 
surgical  scrubs. 

.  And  yet  it  is  more  than  that 
which  reek  me  hi.  The.'best 
stories  are  the  old  stories,  and 
sraafl  grey  visitors  from  outer 
space  are  only  the.  old  heroes 
in  anodier  guise.  TheTYuth  is, 
indeed.  Out  There  —  the  truth 
of  the.  tales  we  have  told 
ourselves  .  again  and  again 
down  the  years  and  the  centu¬ 
ries.  “Ihe  core  of  The  X-Files  is 
foe  encounter  with  the  Otoer, . 
that  elusive  — if  hot  illusive — - 
figure  who  has  come  to  per¬ 
vade  die  pages  of  literary 
criticism,,  anthropology  and 
psychoanalysis,"  writes  Leslie 
Jones  in  her  essay  an  mytholo¬ 
gy  and  theX-Fiks ior  Deny  All 
Knowledge.  The  Other  is  a 
seductive  creature,  even  when 
it  takes  die  form  of  not- 
particulariy-cohvindng  made- 
for-TV  special  effects.  ’ 

That’s  what  converted  me. 
There.  I’ve  come  dean. 

•  Deny  AD  Knowledge:  Reading 

The  X-FQes.  edited  by  David. 
Lavery,  Angela  Hague  tad  Maria , 
Cartwright .  published  by  Faber, 
£&99  .  .  . 
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Here. 


Check  the  list  below  for  shopping  days  between  now  and  Christmas. 


BRANCH 


LONDON 


John  Lewis,  Oxford  Street 
John  Laws, BmuCrbw - ' 

John  Lewis.  Kingston 
Peter  Jones,  Sloae  Square 

ENGLAND 

JfcAn  Lewis,  Bristol 
Jolna  Cenrta,  Cbewfie 
John  Lewis,  High  Wycombe  ‘ 
John  Lewis,  Miltou  Keynes  ' 
Jobniewb, Pettrfeoroajk  . 
John  Lewis,  Welwyn  ' 
fctnhtidge.  Newcastle  . 
Bonds,  Norwich '  •' 

•CUeya,  Windsor  ' 

Cole  Brothers,  Sheffield  '  '  ' 
George  Hen*y  Lee.  Uw^ool  ! 
.Heelas,  Reading 
Jcoap  fir  Sou,  Nottingham 

Knight*  Lee,  Southaek  ; 
Robert  Style,  Cambridge'  ■ 
Ifcewfos,  Watford  . 

Tyrrell  A  Green,  Southampton 

SCOTLAND 

Jobo^Lewi*,  Aberdeen 
John  Lewia/Ftosborgb 


SUNDAY  AND  MONDAY  OPENING 
(Open  Sunday*  U  noon  to  4pm) 

opes  7  dxp  a  week  freon  Monday  9A  December 
mw  open  7  dqi  i.vtdt 
now  open 7  tied 

'  open  4  da^e  a  week,  dueed  Snndiyt 


now  open  7  day#  a  wA.  .  "  ; 

now  open  7'dag»  a  week ' ’•  * 

bow  opes  7  tops  a  week  .  •  •  •  •  -•  1 • 

now  open  7  toys  a  week 

now open  7 toys* week  ** 

now  open  6  toys*  week,  dosed  Santoyr  V. 

now  open  7  toys  a-weefc .  -  _  •_ 

now  opatT  torft  a  week  7  T  '1" 

now  open  7  toys  a  week 

now  «^>en  7«to5i»-»  week  ' 

now  open  a  weA 

aow  open  7  dap  a-wtek 

aow'^pen  Td^a  a  week  ”  *  •  -  .  . 

opea^  tojsa  week  from  Mob  7th  Dec,  doaedf  Son*' 

■  new  open 7  4xp  a  week  . 

ttiflt  open  7'to^s  a  week  .  ■.  ^ 
now  open  t  fsp  a  week  .  ■  •  .  f  ’  . 


LATE  NIGHT  SHOPKNG. 


-  Thursday  Spot  (Other  fcptjpm} 

'-Monday  to  Friday  8pm 
Thunder,  Fctd^uSpia 

,  Monday  to  SrtsrdstfTpn  fbom  Man  Dec  9lh 


Tferrtdaj  %m  • 
Maod*y.taSrii3Kf9fui 
Monday  to  Friday 
Monday  to  Fridby  4pm  - 
Thuniej,  Friday  8pm  - 
Tlmreday  Spin  ’  . 

•  Tbnraday  1pm  ’  • 

Tbarsdaf  Spea  ’’  : 

Tfand^Spcn- 
’Ww&Kt^TIiu  riri  8pm> 
Thttrtdrjf  8ptn  .  '  \ 

TMhd ay  8pea  '• 
Wetoxadn.Spm' 

Tbsnday  Spm" 
We*e*toy»p<o  ’  -  -\~ 

Tlmsd^SpgB 
.Iharnd^^a— 


'  now  open  7top»  *wbdc 


-Tbnwdqf Mfm , 
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THE  TIMES  FRIdAy  DECEMBER  ,Q96 _ _ _ 

Film  producer  Ismail  Merchant’s  outrageous  chutzpah  overcomes  any  adversity 


4* 


Charm,  cunning  and  cuisine:  Ismail  woos  friends  with  his  curries:  “I  believe  in  doing  things  in  the  most  unorthodox  manner.  That  is  the  way  to  make  your  dreams  come  true." 


As  I  sir  in  the Groucho 
Club  with  Ismail 
Merchant  Stephen 
Fry  sprints  past  and 
’ f  says  “Be  nice  to  him  won’t 
you"  —  as  if  anyone  is  ever 
nasty  about  the  world's  most 
popular  film  producer.  Mer¬ 
chant  woos  actors  and  finan¬ 
ciers  by  charm,  cunning  and 
cuisine;  nobody  turns  him 
down  once  they  have  lasted  his 
aloo  qeema.  Simon  Ca flow 
says  the  expression '“to  curry 
favour"  was  invented  about 
Ismail.  Every-film  begins  and 
ends  with  a  feast  fit  for  a 
nawab,  prepared  by  IsmaiL 
Merchant  and  Ivory,  the 
longest  collaboration  in  film 
history,  have  given  us  37- 
highly  individual  films  in  35 
years.  The  next  one.  Surviving 
Picasso  (with  Sir  Anthony 
Hopkins  a  perfect  Picasso,  and 
Natascha  McAJhone.  first 
spotted  in  Richard  II  at  Re¬ 
gent’s  Park  Theatre,  absolute¬ 
ly  stunning  as  Franfoise  Gilot) 
will  be  released  on  Boxing 
Day.  Early  in  thenew  year  we 
shall  see  The  Proprietor,  di- 
w  rected  by  Merchant  and  star¬ 
ring  Jeanne  Moreau. 

In  die  meantime  Merchant 
has  written  a  69-page  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  screenplay  of  . 

The  Proprietor  (Bloomsbury) 
because  he  Thought  people’,' 
would  enjoy  knowing  how  a. 
film  gets  made  —  and  how 
nothing  is  impossible". 

What  we  learn  is  that  the 
fans  et  origo  of  a  film  is  a 
combination  of  nebulous  fac¬ 
tors:  Ismail  longs  to  make 
another  film  in  Pans;  wants 
Jeanne  Moreau,  whom  hehas  _ 
adored  ever  since  Jules  etJim-, 
hears  an  interesting  story 
about  the  novelist  Marguerite  • 
Dunas,  which  becomes  the 
germ  of  the  plot;  and  finds  an 
amazing,  antique-filled  17th 
century  apartment  in  St  Ger¬ 
main  (in  which  he  now  lives) 
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full  of  chinoiserie.  trompe- 
foal  and  painted  cherubs, 
which  would  make  a  great 
film  set  - 
Somehow, “focusing  the 
force  of  my  will  like  a  laser 
beam  to  make  filings  happen" 
the  film  gets  made.  Ebullient 
persuasive,  scheming,  hag¬ 
gling.  wrangling.,  cajoling. 
Merchant  gets  the  production 
together.  He  tells  financiers  it 
is  a  privilege  to  invest  in  his 
films.  If  that  falls,  he  threatens 
them.  "I  tell  them  I  wSl  come 
with  my  Sikh  mafiosi."  he 
says,  beaming. 

This  determination  and 
chutzpah  is  carried  through  to 
the  outrageous  ploys  he  uses  to 
^  locations.  When  they  need 
a  scaffold  in  Central  Park  in 
New  York,  they  borrow  one 
from  the  film  set  of  Eraser— 
just  by  walking  off  with  it 
early  one  morning;  When  the 
Trianon  Palace  Hotel  refuses 
permission  te  shoot  there. 
IsihaH  masquerades  as  the 
Maharajah -  of  Jodhpur  and 
marches  in'  with  the  crew 
playing  his  entourage.  (He  has 
sent  his  book  to  the  Mahara¬ 
jah.  a  friend  of  his,  with  a  note: 
“Bapji,  please  forgive  roe.’j 
"What  is  die  point,"  he  asks 
me,  “of  being  some  conven¬ 


tional  person?  I  believe  in' 
doing  filings  in  file  most 
unorthodox  manner.  That  is 
file  way  to  make  your  dreams 
come  true." 

East  is  east  and  west  is  west, 
and  Ismail  Merchant  is  where 
file  twain  meet  His  father  was 
a  textile  trader  in  the  Bombay 
bazaais;  his  mother  was  illiter¬ 
ate  and  in  purdah.  In  his 
childhood  the  family  of  nine 
lived  in  .two  rooms.  But  they 
became  prosperous  enough  to 
send  Ismail  to  a  Jesuit  school, 
St  Xavier’s.  Urdu  was  his 
mother  tongue:  In  Custody 
(based  on  Anita  Desai’s  novel) 
which  he  also  directed,  was  a  ' 
hymn  to  the  language  of  the 
Muslim  culture  of  north  India. 

Brought  up  on  melodramat¬ 
ic  Hindi  films  and  American 
musicals,  he  was  19  and  a 
student  at  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity  when  he  first  saw  Nou- 
velle  Vague  and  Satyajit  Ray 
films.  (Merchant-Ivory  have 
now  restored  Ray's  films,  long 
neglected,  and  almost  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  dimate  in 
India.)  In  New  York  he  added 
“Merchant"  as  a  surname 
and.  while  still  a  student,  shot 
*—  in  one  weekend  —  his  first 
14-minute  film,  which  was 
nominated  for  an  Oscar. 

In  1961  he  read  The 
Householder  by  Ruth 
Prawer  Jhabvala.  T  put 
it  in  my  diary:  this  will 
be  my  first  feature  film’.”  He 
had  not  yet  met  Ruth  (he 
pronounces  it  Root)  or  James 
Ivory,  “bur  it  was  destiny". 
Saeed  Jaffrey  introduced  Mer¬ 
chant  to  Ivory,  and  the  two 
have  been  together  ever  since, 
sharing  a  house  at  Claverack 
in  upstate  New  York:  Ivory 
elegant  and  finely  hewn,  like 
his  name;  Merchant  excitable 
and  hard-selling,  like  his. 

"Ismail  believes  there  are  90 
minutes  in  every  hour  and  110 


cents  fit  every  dollar."  as  Ivory 
says. 

They  call  him  a  wizard. 
When  his  star  was  arrested 
days  before  the  filming  of  The 
Guru.  Ismail  got  him  out  of 
jail.  When  the  cast  of  Heat 
and  Dust  were  feeling  dis¬ 
gruntled  and  underpaid. '  Is¬ 
mail  had  a  palace  opened  up 
and  prepared  a  lavish  picnic 
"As  Nehru  said,  don’t  tell  me 
about  problems,  only  sol¬ 
utions.  If  the  day  dawns  black 
with  rain  when  you  need  a 
blue  sky.  wringing  your  hands 
and  saying  ‘it  was  written’  is 
no  good.  See  adversity  as  a 
blessing  in  disguise.  As  For¬ 
ster  said,  ‘Only  connectr  " 

like  many  An-  _____ 
glophiie  outsiders, 
he  finds  the  British  * 
inhibited  by  mod¬ 
esty  and  selfdepre-  Vjgjj 
cation.  Invited  on 
to  a  radio  pro  +H 

gramme  to  discuss  . .  •  - 
Nicola  Beauman’s  QT., 

E.  M.  Forster  biag-  ' 

raphy,  he  became  • 

enraged  when  “an  iuxiil 

uptight  academic" 
questioned  the  every 

need  for  another  _____ 

life  of  Forster.  T 
said  you  should  be  lionising 
Forster,  naming  streets  after 
him.  he  has  had  nine  Oscars! 
Why  not  change  your  charac¬ 
ter.  and  be  proud?  People 
come  to  England  from  outside 
to  take  your  history,  your 
literature,  your  actors  and 
technicians,  why  not  enrich 
and  respect  the  people  who 
have  given  so  much  to  the  rest 
of  the  world?  Vanessa 
Redgrave  —  this  counfiy 
should  provide  her  with 
money,  wealth,  gold.  You  ne¬ 
glect  her!  How  many  countries 
can  say  that  they  have  a 
Vanessa  Redgrave?" 

.  Working  with  Jeanne  Mo¬ 
reau,  Merchant  says,  was  not 


‘Ismail 
believes 
.  there 
are  90 
minutesin 
every  hour’ 


easy;  she  writes  in  a  foreword 
that  despite  storms  and 
scenes.  "Ismail's  smile  has 
transformed  my  life".  He  tells 
how  he  borrowed  a  brooch  for 
her  from  Van  Qeef  &  Arpels; 
stopped  the  traffic  outside  the 
Louvre  on  a  scorching  sum¬ 
mer  afternoon;  and  took  over 
the  Place  de  la  Concorde  and 
shot  the  Occupation  of  Paris 
(for  The  Proprietor)  and  the 
liberation  (for  Picasso)  on  the 
same  day.  "Who  else  could  do 
that?"  he  beams. 

Ever  since  Merchant  and 
Ivory  got  their  first  award  for 
Shakespeare  Wallah,  in  1966. 
in  Paris.  Merchant  has  longed 
to  have  a  home  base  there. 
___  Several  Paris- 

based  Sms  later 
ia.ll  (Quartet.  Mr  and 

Mrs  Bridge.  Jeffer- 
VeS  son  *n  Fans)  he 

was  last  week 
r-p  made  an  honorary 

1  .  citizen  of  Paris, 

nn  along  with  Ivory 

and  Jeanne  Mo¬ 
pe  in  reau-  Merchant 

ill  has  signed  up  at 

.  the  Sorbonne  to 

TOUT  learn  French  —  a 

student  in  his  60th 
year.  “Can  you 
imagine?  One  should  prolong 
education  all  your  life." 

He  says  he  is  not  rich;  it  is 
such  a  struggle  to  get  the 
money  even,  after  a  film  is  a 
success.  "The  exhibitors,  who 
get  the  cash  at  the  box  office, 
hold  on  to  it  for  45-60  days, 
then  they  pay  the  distributors 
—  who  may  pay  you  after 
several  months.  But  what 
starts  on  a  film  set  with  actors, 
crew  and  screenplay,  can  end 
in  a  courtroom  with  lawyers, 
auditors  and  affidavits.  One 
virtually  has  to  become  an 
assassin  to  get  the  money.” 

Ten  years  ago,  in  Channel 
4”s  film  examining  the  way  the 
Merchant-!  vory-Prawer 


Jhabvala  team  operates. 
James  Ivory  said  simply:  “If 
we  dedde  between  the  three  of 
us  that  a  film  is  going  to  get 
made,  it  gets  made.  Our  films 
reflect  the  strands  of  all  our 
lives,  the  places  we  live  and  the 
people  we  encounter."  Hence 
their  cross-cultural  products. 
"Look  at  our  themes."  Mer¬ 
chant  says.  “Why  do  we  do 
Henry  James.  Jean  Rhys.  For¬ 
ster  or  V.S.  Naipaul?  English¬ 
men  in  India.  Americans  u* 
Europe. 


“  r  M  1  he  pleasure  is  work- 
U  ing  with  friends,  at 

■  full  creativity  under 

-A.  your  own  control. 
We  are  in  that  lucky  position. 
Our  purpose  is  not  to  get  rich 
but  to  make  movies  with  talent 
and  passion,  that  people  will 
respond  to  and  talk  about  for  a 
long  time..,,  and  that’s  why, 
despite  the  madness,  we  go  on 
making  movies." 

Madhur  Jaffrey.  Merchant 
Ivory  star  and  rival  cook  (“I 
call  her  the  second  best."  he 
says),  made  supper  for  him  in 
Paris  the  other  day.  In  his 
recipe  bocdc  Indian  Cuisine , 
friends  write  of  the  flair  and 
inspiration  with  which  he 
concocts  feasts  in  splendid 
marquees  with  lashings  of 
iced  champagne.  I  recall  see¬ 
ing  Daniel  Day-Lewis;  Helena 
Bonham  Carter  and  Co  de¬ 
scend  on  his  canapes  at  the 
party  he  threw  after  A  Room 
with  a  View.  Then  there  are  the 
gifts  he  hands  out:  Tiffany 
pens,  silk  Nehru  shirrs 
shipped  from  Bombay.  After 
the  shooting  of  The  Proprietor. 
at  a  banquet  at  the  Plaza  Hotel 
in  New  York,  the  screenwriter 
George  Trow  gave  a  toast  "To 
the  most  wonderful  human 
being  in  the  world."  And 
Ismail,  being  Ismail,  stood  up 
with  a  broad  smile  and  said: 
“That’s  me." 
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A  whiff  of  the 
ocean,  a  call 
from  the  wild 

Simon  Barnes  rejoices  in  the 
cormorant,  the  bird  anglers  despise 

A  loud]  of  utter  Bui  even  if  cormorants 
wildness  to  the  most  affected  fish  stocks,  so 
prissy  and  civilised  what?  Cormorants  are  part 


Aloud]  of  utter 
wildness  to  the  most 
prissy  and  civilised 
of  spots.  Most  days.  I  pass 
an  ornamental  lake  set  in 
the  grounds  of  a  stately 
home:  the  sort  of  tiling 
Bertie  Wooster  would  fafi 
into  as  he  escaped  from 
Madeleine  Bassett 
A  cormorant  descends 
and  assumes  the  pose  of  a 
vulture.  Stands  as  sentinel 
to  the  waters:  cruciform, 
blade  wings  spread  to  diy. 
And  brings  with  him  a 
whiff  of  open  ocean,  a 
sense  of  the  untamed,  a  call 
from  the  wilderness. 

This  time  of  year,  they 
gather  at  dusk  on  naked 
trees  and  gossip  and  quar¬ 
rel  and  feed  and  roost  and 
assume  heraldic  poses  in 
that  special  spreadeagled 
cormorantine  way.  They 
are  slightly  majestic,  slight¬ 
ly  comical,  slightly  sinister. 

And  a  whiz  at  fishing. 
Their  feathers 
have  a  special  ad¬ 
aptation:  they 
work  the  opp¬ 
osite  way  to  most 
birds.  They  re¬ 
lease  the  air;  they 
keep  hold  of  the 
water.  For  a  cor¬ 
morant  water 
does  not  flow  like  - 
water  off  a  duck’s 
back.  It  is  ballast 
it  is  their  diver’s 
weight-belt  Cor¬ 
morants  swim 
low  in  the  water, 
not  terribly 
bouyant  and  that 
means  they  can 
get  down  deep 
and  fast 
Now  cormo-  The  s' 
rants  eat  fish,  and 
fishermen,  cheered  on  by 
the  Angling  Times,  are 
shooting  them.  Illegally: 
but  few  people  take  wildlife 
laws  seriously.  Fishing 
people  blame  cormorants 
for  killing  fish.  The  cormo¬ 
rants,  they  say.  have  got  to 
go. 

Blaming  fish-eating  cor¬ 
morants  for  depleting  fish 
stocks  seems  obvious;  and 
shooting  and  fishing  folk 
have  a  laste  for  the  obvious. 
But  their  logic  is  like  this 
every  time  you  find  trouble, 
you  find  journalists.  So  if 
you  kill  all  the  journalists, 
you  won’t  get  any  trouble. 

Ecology  is  the  science  of 
how  the  various  bits  of  the 
world  fit  together.  Com¬ 
plex?  It  is  not  that  we  stiU 
don’t  know  bow  many  spe¬ 
cies  there  are  in  the  world: 
we  don't  even  know  on 
what  order  of  magnititude 
to  compute  them. 

Cormorants  and  fish  are 
just  two  components  of  a 
vast  series  of  interlocking 
systems,  all  of  which  start 
with  tiie  power  of  the  sun 
and  end  up  with  the  top 
predator. 


Bui  even  if  cormorants 
affected  fish  stocks,  so 
what?  Cormorants  are  part 
of  British  life.  They  have 
come  inland  in  recent 

years,  not  because  there  is  a 
plague  of  them,  but 
because  there  is  food.  The 
gossip  around  the  roosts 
has  obviously  been  passed 
on:  plenty  of  good  food 
inland. 

The  fact  is  that  cormo¬ 
rants  have  always  been 
inland  as  well  as  marine 
birds.  The  Stuart  kings 
used  to  swim  cormorants 
after  fish,  in  the  manner  of 
the  Chinese,  and  they  em¬ 
ployed  a  cormorant-keeper. 

Subsequently,  drainage 
and  pollution  destroyed 
much  of  our  inland  waters: 
but  since  tiie  war.  new 
waters  have  been  created. 
Many  began  as  pits  for 
gravel  extraction,  to  feed 
motorway  mania.  These 
have  created  chains  of 


The  slightly  sinister  cormorant 


lakes,  and  many  of  these 
have  been  enthusiastically 
stocked  with  fish  at  artifi¬ 
cially  high  levels.  Thus 
cormorants  are  reclaiming 
their  inheritance. 

People  involved  in  tiie 
lolling  sports  always  cany 
on  as  if  they  were  the  only 
people  who  understood  the 
countryside  and  its  crea¬ 
tures.  But  the  fed  of  tiie 
matter  is  that  they  haven't 
got  a  due. 

They  also  talk  about 
how  much  they  Jove 
the  open  spaces.  But 
the  true  delight  of  wilder¬ 
ness  is  tiie  atavistic  sense  of 
sharing  a  planet  with  our 
fellow-beasts.  The  world 
was  not  built  purely  for 
human  convenience,  still 
less  for  human  recreation. 
Such  wilderness  as  we 
have  left  must  be  shared. 
And  we  must  share  our 
lakes  with  our  cormorants. 
And  anyway,  it  is  a  poor 
soul  that  cannot  rejoice  in  a 
cormorant:  in  the  black 
spreadeagled  silhouette  of 
cormorant  hanging  itself 
out  todiy. 


Diana  Ross 
renews  her 
love  affair 
with  Britain 
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Philip  Howard 


■  Rage,  whether  on  the 
road  or  off,  is  the  deadliest 
sin  of  all 

Road  rage  is  no  joke.  The  young  nan 
who  was  stabbed  15  times  and  then 
had  his  throat  cut  for  die  enormity  of 
overtaking  another  car.  was  the  fifth  death 
by  road  rage  this  year.  What  more  could  his 
butchers  have  done  if  be  had  committed  a 
graver  provocation?  I  resolve  to  keep  myself 
to  myself  and  the  windows  dosed  whenever  I 
am  driven  in  a  car.  In  Athens,  dry  erf  tin- 
chariot  rage,  to  raise  one’s  right  palm  in 
grateful  salute  to  another  motorist  is  the 
equivalent  of  two  fingers  in  English.  So 
when  an  alien  woman  driver  makes  the 
provocative  gesture  in  Oraonia  Square  in  an 
attempt  to  signal  thanks,  die  traffic  hoots  to 
a  halt  and  turns  into  the  Trojan  War. 

Now  it  is  possible  that  our  beloved 
monster  the  motor  car  brings  out  the  beast  in 
us.  In  a  similar  rage  of  frustration,  rats  are 
said  to  start  eating  each  other  if  they  are 
crowded  in  a  laboratory  tailback.  Perhaps, 
cocooned  in  our  private  cu bides  of  metal  and 
glass,  we  think  of  other  road-users.as  aliens 
through  the  screen  of  a  video  game,  to  be 
zapped.  The  alliterative  phrase  “road  rage” 
is  only  two  years  old.  But  it  is  neither  a  new 
offence  nor  a  modem  condition. 

For  rage  is  die  deadliest  of  the  seven 
deadly  sins.  Sloth  can  be  a  virtue,  gluttony 
may  be  a  vice,  lust  is  the  motor  of  human 
survival,  a  good  kind  of  pride  is  a  cement 
of  dvfl  society.  But  rage  is  the  hot  op¬ 
posite  of  envy  and  avarice,  and  it  can  be 
even  madder  and  more  destructive  than 
those  cold  sins.  Not  for  nothing  do  its 
etymological  roots  grow  out  of  madness.  Not 
for  nothing  does  Prison  Patter,  the  dictio¬ 
nary  of  prison  slang  published  today,  give 
almost  as  many  wonts  for  “to  go  into  one" 
(get  into  a  violent  rage)  as  it  has  tor  Dr  Whos 
(screws)  and  woofters  (also  rhyming  slang). 
For  rage  is  a  condition  of  the  criminal  and 
uneducated  (not  exclusively).  Those  who 
cannot  control  their  tempers  should  never  be 
licensed  to  control  the  simpler  machinery  of 
a  motorcar. 

On  his  guided  tour  of  Hell,  Dante 
looked  on  sinners  more  in  sorrow 
than  in  anger.  Some  of  them,  such  as 
Paolo  and  Francesca,  and  Dante’s  old 
“tutor”,  the  bugger  Bruno  Latini.  turn 
into  tragic  heroes,  as  Satan  became  die 
doomed  hero  of  Paradise  Lost.  But  the  vilest 
punishment,  continually  being  dunked  in 
slurry,  is  reserved  for  the  bad-tempered. 
And  Dante  makes  his  only  gloating  remark 
to  Virgil:  “Master,  I  should  really  like 
to  see  that  man  [Filippo  Argenti]  pushed 
down  into  the  soup  before  we  get  away  from 
the  lake."  Filippo  is,  and  he  bites  into  his  own 
flesh  in  rage.  Dante  must  have  hated  him. 
For  he  earns  another  mention  in  Paradise: 
That  outrageous  family  which  is  a  dragon  / 
To  anyone  who  shrinks  from  it,  but  like  a 
lamb  /To  anyone  who  shows  his  tee*,  or  his 
purse."  In  the  Decameron.  Boccaccio  sums 
Filippo  up  as  “more  foul-tempered  than  any 
other  citizen  of  Florence". 

Rage  is  the  primeval  sin  of  the  Old 
Testament,  epic  and  tragedy.  Without  insane 
rage  there  would  be  no  King  Lear,  Winter’s 
Tale  or  Cymbeline.  Rage  is  the  secondary 
tragic  flaw  of  both  OtneUo  and  of  Hamlet 
(when  he  sticks  poor  old  Foknuus  in  the 
arras).  Rage  is  the  theme  as  well  as  the  first 
word  in  the  Iliad,  Pope  tinkled  die  rage  of 
Achilles,  “Nor  yet  the  Rage  his  boiling  Breast 
forsook.”  This  strikes  an  echo  from  Bottom’s 
very  tragical  mirth:  .  .  with  bloody 

blameful  blade,  /  He  bravely  broach’d  his 
boiling  bloody  breast.” 

Because  of  rage,  Hippolytus  was  tom  to 
pieces  by  runaway  horses.  Hercules  and 
Agamemnon  went  mad  with  it.  “Angry 
Young  Men”  was  an  inexact  label  for  and- 
Estabtishment  writers.  There  was  much 
more  to  them  than  rage.  But  John  Osborne, 
Kingsley  Amis  and  (you  could  say,  if  you 
must)  Colin  Wilson  made  an  out  of 
and  characters  who  were  angry.  So 
Evelyn  Waugh. 

But  although  anger  can  make  art.  there  is 
no  excuse  for  rage  in  life  or  on  the  road. 
Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  furious  letters  when 
angry.  He  had  a  good  time  writing  them  and 
it  made  him  feel  better.  Then  he  burnt  the 
raging  letter  and  wrote  another.  Rage  is  the 
most  inhuman  of  sins.  The  fact  that  it  is 
“road  rage*  does  not  dimmish  its  nastiness 
or  die  responsibility. 
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Hitler’s  martial  Jews 


When  will  the  Holocaust  be 
the  Holocaust,  in  all  its 
terrible  meaning  and  no 
more?  When  vnll  profes¬ 
sors  stop  finding  a  new  "angle”  on 
something  that  can  never  have  an 
angle?  When  will  the  dreadful  fools  and 
madmen  who  prove  that  there  was  no 
Holocaust  {I  have  just  got  another 
pamphlet  saying  as  much),  stop  hating 
and  even  stop  being  mad? 

Never,  I  fear,  but  I  have  long  ago 
given  up  trying  to  convince  fools  and 
professors  that  my  nose  is  of  standard 
British  length  and  width  and  no  more. 
Wearily,  I  shrug,  and  say.  yes,  I  am  a 
Jew.  and  no,  no  member  of  my  family 
died  in  the  Holocaust  And,  just  to  clinch 
it  no  —  my  name  has  always  been 
levin,  and  never  Featherstonhaugh- 
Gdightly. 

Now  then.  What  would  you  say  if 
Adolf  Hitler  were  on  his  throne  and 
the  Holocaust  was  in  full  blast  but 
German  Jews  were  not  only  serving  in 
Hitlers  ranks,  but  personally  enlist¬ 
ing  in  those  ranks.  Not  just  to  find 
a  place  that  the  Nazis  might  not  spot, 
but  with  full  intent  to  take  part  in 
the  war  on  Hitler'S  side?  It  sounds 
lunatic,  and  in  a  sense  ft  was.  But 
read  this: 

It  seems  dial  those  Jewish  Germans  who 
enlisted  voluntarily  and  made  efforts  to 
remain  in  uniform  even  after  their  Jewish 
.  origins  came  under  scrutiny  by  the 
authorities  were  allowed  to  do  so.  Indeed, 
some  rose  to  high  rank  and  several  won 
the  Riaerkraa,  the  Knight's  Crass  of  the 
Iron  Cross,  Germany's  highest  mQiiary 
decoration,  awarded  to  fighter  aces.  U- 
boat  captains  and  tank  destroyers.  They 
performed  their  feats  of  bravery  at  the 
height  of  the  war.  when  the  Nazi  stare  was 
murdering  German  Jews  in  hundreds  of 
.  thousands  and  the  Jews  of  Eastern  Europe 
in  millions. 

Only  they  can  explain  why  they  chose 
the  path  they  did.  and  all  are  now  old  or 
already  dead. 

These  almost  unbelievable  facts 
were  dug  up  by  a  young  American 
student.  Bryan  Rigg,  who,  m  a  chance 
meeting,  was  to  reveal  some  of  the 
most  extraordinary  true  stories  of  the 
Second  World  War.  Rigg  did  not  even 
know,  before  he  began  his  studies  in 
this  fascinating  story,  that  he  was 
of  German-Jewish  ancestry,  but  be¬ 
lieved  his  family  was  of  the  Protestant 
Bible-bdt,  and  among  his  amazements 
were  the  members  of  his  family  who 
had  stayed  in  Germany  and  died  in  die 
Holocaust. 


Jewish  and  part-Jewish  soldiers  fought 
for  the  Third  Reich.  What  did  they  think 
they  were  doing?  We  shall  never  know 


And  now.  with  this  extraordinary 
story  at  our  elbows,  we  are  tempted  to 
believe  that  the  whole  thing  is.  ami  must 
be.  a  hoax.  But  it  isn’t  It  is  not  only  true, 
from  top  to  bottom,  it  is  terrible. 
Terrible,  you  say?  Just  glance  at  one 
headline  (the  story  broke  in  The  Daily 
Telegraph),  reading  “Why  men  of 
Jewish  blood  shed  it  for  Adolf  Hitler". 
Answer  that. 

I  can’t  Nor  can  anybody  else.  I  am  a 
Jew,  and  thus  to  be  hated  by  Nazis;  very . 
well,  I  understand  that  and  shrug.  But 
Mr  Rigg  has  not  just  found  a  cache  of 
almost  unbelievable  matter  about  Hit¬ 
ler's  Reich  and  its  evil  madness,  he  has 

pointed  a  dagger  at  _ 

some  of  the  newly 
known  facts  of  the 
Holocaust  and  —  well, 
let  me  say  it  again: 

“Why  men  of  Jewish 
blood  shed  it  for  Adolf 
Hitler".  For  they  did. 
they  did,  they  did. 

Have  you  ever  heard  — 

of  Major  Robert  Bor- 
chardt?  No?  Nor  had  I  until  very 
recently.  He  was  a  half-Jew,  and  a  very 
brave  man.  and  a  very  great  fighter  on 
Hitler's  side.  He  did  not  commit 
atrocities,  nor  did  he  alkrw  diem  in  his 
units.  He  fought  in  Russia,  in  Rommel’s 
Afrika  Korps.  and  he  was  strewn  with 
medals.  Not  long  before  he  died,  he 
spoke  to  the  children  of  his  old  school, 
and  this  is  what  he  said:  “Many 
German  Jews  and  half-Jews  who  fought 
in  the  First  World  War  and  even  in  the 
Second  World  War  believed  that  they 
should  honour  their  Fatherland  by 
serving  in  the  military."  And  many  erf 
them  did. 

But  what  I  want  to  know,  and  I 
imagine  many  others  want  to  know,  is 
what  did  Jews  think  they  were  doing 
when  they  were  fighting  for  Hitler?  Take 
the  remarkable  story  —  a  perfectly  true 
story  —  of  the  way  Rabbi  Schneerson 
was  saved  from  die  Nazis.  The  rabbi 
was  the  leader  of  the  most  ultra- 
orthodox  Jews,  and  when  the  war  broke 
he  was  trapped,  and  very  likely  to  be 
killed  by  Hitler.  There  was  a  plea  from 


Bernard 
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the  United  States  to  let  the  Rabbi 
Schneerson  go.  It  was  touch  and  go;  but 
then  another  German  Jew.  fighting  in 
the  war  on  the  side  of  Hitler,  took  a 
hand:  he  was  a  very  high  officer,  Ernst 
Bloch,  who  had  fought  in  the  First 
World  War,  and  Schneerson  was  saved. 

And  saved  in  the  most  macabre 
manner  imaginable.  Admiral  Canaris 
recruited  Bloch,  and  then  Hitler  made 
die  world  go  round  the  other  way;  with 
a  half-Jew  staring  him  in  his  face. 
Hitler  read  the  appropriate  document; 
“t,  Adolf  Hitler,  leader  of  the  German 
nation,  approve  Major  Ernst  Bloch  to  be 
of  German  blood.  However,  after  the 
war,  Ernst  Bloch  will 
be  re-evaluated  to  see  if 
he  is  still  worthy  to 
have  such  a  tide." 
(Who  said  Hitler  was 
sane?) 

But  still  the  question 
must  be  asked  and 
answered,  why  men  of. 

—  •  Jewish  blood  shed  it 
for  Adolf  Hitler. 

Most  of  those  men  are  now  dead,  and 
the  dead  cannot  speak.  If  they  could 
speak,  what  might  they  say?  There 
would  be  many  who  would  say  “I  didn’t 
know  —  how  could  I  know?  The  whole 
world  was  there,  and  nobody  knew  — 
nobody  knew  what  that  man  called 
Hitler  would  do  to  the  world  and 
mfllioo5  upon  millions."-  • 
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at  enough.  Not  enough.  You, 
the  ones  who  were  there, 
could  see.  Oh  no,  very  few 
indeed  could  have  guessed 
the  whole  of  the  madness  (though  even 
that  could  have  been  spotted  and  was  ly 
the  tiny  number  who  could  read  Mein 
Kampf  from  beginning  to  end),  bttt  that 
was  not  enough.  - 
Very  well,  not  enough.  What  next?  We 
must  try  to  think  into  the  minds  of  the 
survivors,  and  what  they  did  and  what 
lies  they  told.  There  is  a  very  old  man,  82 
and  faffing,  who  has  asked  for  anonym- 
ity;  he  shall  have  iL  But  he  says  that 
he  served  6b  years  in  Hitlert  military, 
and  became  a  captain.  Presumably  he 


drew  the  curtains  when  a  Nazi  went  by. 

That’s  small  fry.  What  about  a  real 
field  marshal,  a  good  friend  of  Goering 
and  indeed  a  very  important  figure  in 
the  Nazi  camp,  for  it  was  he  who  made 
the  Luftwaffe  the  tremendous  thing  it 
became.  That  was  Field  Marshal  Milch, 
and  he  was  a  Jew.  But  a  field  marshal, 
surely,  should  know  better.  And  so 
should  a  Jew. 

.Surely  should?  Did.  Did.  We  came 
back  to  where  we  started.  But  not  quite. 
For  we  now  know  the  massive  quantities 
of  horror  that  poured  out  of  Bryan 
Rigg’S  find.  (It  was  luck,  of  a  kind:  he 
had  just  come  out  of  a  rinsha  and 
started  to  chat  to  another  cinema-goer,  a 
German,  whereupon  they  began  to 
speak,  and  the  other  man  spoke  nf  his 
fife,  whereupon  “they  talked  until 
dawn".  I  bet  they  did ;)  .... 

.  We  come  back  to  where  We  started  yet 
again.  What  were  real  Jews  or  even  half- 
Jews  (and  there  were  many  of  these) 
doing  with  Adolf  Hitler?  True,  there 
were  people  who  saw  through  Hitler 
very  quickly,  but  were  sure  that  he 
would  be  a  busted  flush  in  no  time.  Well, 
he  wasn’t,  and  in  the  end  the  blood 
poured  copiously.-  And  there  was  no 
shortage,  of  important  people;  Helmut 
Schmidt  who  became  the  Chancellor  of 
West  Germany  for  eight  years,  had 
when  somewhat  younger  been  very 
much  in  the  wrong  place. 

This  is  yet  another  question  that 
cannot  be  answered  unless  the  dead  rise 
from  the  grave  to  give  the  answers.  It 
would  be  dreadful  to  say  that  the  dead, 
deserved  what  they  got  because  they 
didn’t.  Again,  wehear  the  terrible  words 
—  how  could  we  have  known? 

Perhaps  the  most  pitiful  or  most 
deserved  —you  can  take  it  either  way— 
is  .that  of  Milch,  the  one  who  was  “a 
personal  friend  of  Hermann  Goering”. 
And  instandy  the  thunder  rolls;  how 
does  a  Jew  become  a  personal  friend  of 
.Hermann  Goering,.. and  more  to  the 
point  why  is  he  prepared  to  be  one  in  the 
first  place? 

MQch  was  tried  and  convicted  in  the 
Nuremberg  war  trials;  his  Jewishness 
did  not  help  him.  and  he  was  impris¬ 
oned  for  ten  years.  But  again  and  again, 
we  ask  the  question,  the  question  that 
cannot  be  answered.  What  was  a  Jew,  or 
a  half-Jew,  doing  with  Adolf  Hitler?  God 
forbid  that  I  should  take  sides  in  such  a 
dreadful  argument  It  is  enough  that 
almost  all  the  people  concerned  are  n  ow 
dead.  But  if  they  came  to  fife,  would  they 
not  instantly  go  back  into  file  shades? 


Clive  live 


A  CHARMING  MAN,  Clive  An¬ 
derson,  the  TV  presenter  and 
barrister  —  so  the  schoobnarraish 
Heritage  Secretary  Virginia 
Bottomfey  thought  when  she  sat 
next  to  him  at  a  recent  gala  dinner 
hosted  by  the  BBC 

Mrs  B  joined  such  swoony  BBC 
types  as  Pfcter  Sissons  and  John 
Birr  at  the  event;  Anderson  seemed 
a  convivial  dining  companion.  But 
Virginia  had  to  leave  early  for  a 
vote  in  the  House  of  Commons.  At 
which  point  Anderson  let  rip. 

His  wife,  Jane,  had  worked  as  a 
consultant  at  Barfs  Hospital  in 
London,  an  institution  which  Bot- 
tomley  decided  to  dose  when  die 
was  Health  Secretary.  Anderson 
started  cracking  jokes:  “If  you 
want  treatment,  you  should  wrap 
yoursdf  in  a  fur  coat  and  ask  for 
Rolf  Harris,*  he  laughed,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  Australian’s  television 
show  about  animal  doctors. 

He  was  in  hill,  flow  —  “If  you 
want  to  get  an  X-ray.  it's  quicker  to 
go  down  to  Heathrow  than  to  hos¬ 
pital"—  when  bade  into  the  room 
and  into  earshot  walked  Mrs  B  — 

a  disappointed  woman. 

•  England's  thrashing  at  the 
hands  of  the  Masha nafand  chick¬ 
en  fannerf  XI  may  have  shaken 


the  MCC,  but  not  the  Zimbab¬ 
wean  High  Commission.  A  call  to 
congratulate  them  on  their  seven- " 
wicket  victory  was  met  by  a  long 
pause,  then:  "Victory?  Party?  No 
sir.  there  is  no  party  here.  Every¬ 
one  has  gone  home." 


theToty  candidate for  Bury  St  Ed¬ 
munds.  and  formerly  special,  ad¬ 
viser  to  Kenneth  Clarke.  "Fantas¬ 
tic."  Ruffley  is  said  to  have  roared 
when  he  moved  with  his  boss  from 
Health  to  the  Home  Office. 
" Home  will  be  grea  t  for  my  pull 
mg  power." 


Still  vicious 

NO  CHANCE  of  detente  between 
the  writer  Amanda  Craig  and  her 


"Illegal  pensioners  coming 
ashore  on  Torquay  beackr 


old  boyfriend,  the  critic  David  Sex¬ 
ton,  who  considered  himself  ma¬ 
ligned  in  Craigfs  sulphuric  por¬ 
trait  of  literary  London,  A  Vicious 
Circle, . 

At  the  delayed  launch  of  the 
book  on  Wednesday  evening,  she 
Said  crime-writer  friends  had  of¬ 
fered  to  supply  the  names  of  out- 
of-work  SAS  men  should  the  need 
arise:  “You  know,  if  things  get 
reafiy  tricky ..."  she  says,  making 
a  slicing  motion  across  her  neck. 

•  Votes  are  in  for  the  annual  gov¬ 
ernment  special  adviser  beauty 
contest,  and  the  winner  is...  An¬ 
drew  Honnor,  Virginia  Bottom- 
leys  man.  Tall,  dark  and  com¬ 
pletely  au  fait  with  the  National 
lottery ,  Honnor  won  particular 
support  over  at  the  Department 
of  Transport  No  one  can  recall 
such  simmering  sexuality  among 
the  special  advisers  since  the  days 
of  David  "Treat  Me"  Ruffley.  now 


Left  hook 

JOY  JOHNSON  has  struck  back 
at  Labour.  The  party's  former  di¬ 
rector  of.  communications,  whore- 
signed  acrimoniously  Jast  year, 
writes  scathingly  in  this  week’s 
New  Statesman  of  the  mess  Lab¬ 
our  found  itself  in  this  summer 
over  its  Scottish  referendum  plans. 


The  sort  of  Eton-cropped  blonde 
capable  of  laddering  tights  with 
her  stare.  Miss  Johnson  says,  “It  is 
a  tale  of  dramatic  changes  in  tao  - 
tics,  *  tale  of  the  party  leadership’s 
lack  of  openness  with  its  foot- 
soldiers”. 

Then,  with  another  swipe  at  the 
party  high-ups  with  whom  she 
found  it  impossible  to  work,  she 
adds:  “The  strain  of  authoritarian- . 
ism  oT  which  the  leadership  is  ac¬ 
cused  runs  through  all  levels  of 
the  party.” 

•  After  ousting  Sir  Nicholas 
Scott,  Tories  in  Kensington  and 
.Chelsea  are  faced  with  the  spectre, 
of  Winston  Churchill,  MP  for 
Davyhulme.  No  mare  convenient 
a  moment  far  Churchill  to  sound 
off  about  war  pensions  and  their, 
cutbacks  could  have-arisen.  His 
seat  disappears  In  the  boundary 
changes  and  he  has  been  rejected 
by  virtually  everybody.  K  &  .C, 
stuffed  fall  of  colonels  and  war , 
widows,  may  be  his  last  chance. 


Honnor  fended  man 


No  match 

FORGET  Kiughlsbridge  and  Not-; ; 
ting  Hill,  Britain’s  fashion  cen¬ 
tre  these  days  is  Gloucestershire, 
home  turf  of  the  Blows.  Where  it 
used  to  feature  a  twee  young  girl  in 
pearis,  Caunny  Ufa  this  week  has . 
-a  pkture-of  Selina  Blow,  designer, 
gazing  out  over  her  family  acres. 


Selina:  that  hat 


dressed  in  one  of  her  trademark 
velvet  jackets,  a  tall  Mister  Man 
style  purple  hat  and  unmatriimg 
/shoes.'' 

Miss  Blow,  the  grand-daughter 
of  the  architect  Detmar  Blow  is  the 
sister-in-law  of  Issy  BkJw..  stylist 
extraordinaire  and  known  to  Prin¬ 
cess  Margaret  as  “HiaaaC  on  ao- 
.  count  of  her  eclectic  headwear.  As 
to  die  conundrum  of -Miss  Blows 
odcTshoes,  it'foms  out,$adIy,That; 
they  are  not  a  Christmas,  feshfon 
Statement.  When  the  'photogra¬ 
pher  .arrived,  she  simply  couldn’t  : 
find  a  matching  pair: 


pus 


.  I  \m)l  K 


inaction 

Michael  Howard 

unveils  the  Philip 
Lawrence  Awards 


This  Sundays  memorial  service 
mil  mark  the  first  anmversaiy  of 
the  death  of  Philip  Lawrence,  the 

headteacher  murdered  at  the  gates  of  his . 

London  \  school. .  His  brutal  death 
shocked  the/nation.  but  the  courage  and 
dignity  with  which  his  widow  has 
responded  to  the  tragedy  has  been  an  in- 
■spiration.  In  this  newspaper  an  October 
21.  Fiances  Lawrence  set  out  her  mani¬ 
festo  for  the  natian.  It  touched  theconsd- 
'  ence  of  many,  reminding  us  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  individual  morality,  of 
citizenship,  of  strong  famifiesand  strong 
communities.  It  won  widespread  and 
impassioned  support 
I  was  not  surprised  by  this  response. 
This  country  has  a  strong  spirit  of  good 
citizenship.  Self-reliance  has  always 
been  part  of  the  national  character,  but 
so  too  has  the  desire  to  help  others.  The 
nation’s  generosity  of  spirit  is.  demon¬ 
strated  frequently.  And  as  well  as  giving 
monty,  onunaiy  men  and  women  of  all 
ages  choose  to  give  their  time  and  effort . 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  This  country 
has  around  23  million  regular  volun¬ 
teers.  I  have  met  many  people  who  give 
their. time  in  this  way— Neighbourhood 
Watch  organisers,  community  volun¬ 
teers,  special  oanrtables.  young  people 
involved  in  crime  prevention  work. 
Their  selfless  actions  go  to  the  heart  of 
good  citizenship.  • . 

-  But  the  ideal  of  citizenship  involves 
even  more  than  helping  others  in  prac¬ 
tical  ways,  ft  invohtesinmmitrrient  to  the 
nations  moral  health.  This  means  set¬ 
ting  an  example.-  praising  what  is  good 
without  cynicism,  and  condemning 
what  is  bad  without  equivocation.  No¬ 
where  is  this  more  important  than  in 
raising  children.  There  is  no  greater 
influence  for  good  than  giving  theyoung 
a  sound  moral  framework  for  their  lives. 

In  a  free  society  we.  do  not  always 
agree  on  every  moral  question.  People 
may  disagree  over  details.  And  people  of 
mnniwi*  with  different  religious  and 
cultural  backgrounds  may  hold  differ¬ 
ent  views  on  same  points.  But  part  of 
being  a  nation  is  sharing  basic  moral 
values.  Many  of  these  were  set  out  in 
Mrs  Lawrence’s  manifesto:  abhorrence 
of  violence,  the  importanceaf  the  family. 

’  the  value  of  respect  for  the  moral  and 
-physical  guardians  of  our  young.  And 
the'  imperative  of-giving  children  the 
best  possflrfestart  in  fife. 

tving  ourduldren  the  best  does 
not  mean  just  providing  materi¬ 
al  comforts.  If  means  bringing 
them  up  within  loving  and  supportive 
families  and -helping  diem  to  develop 
fully  into  moral  agents.  It  also  means 
setting  them  a  challenge.  We  should 
encourage,  in  the  words  of  Mrs  Law¬ 
rence,  their  effort,  earnestness  and 
excellence  By  encouraging  a  child  to 
take  responsilHlity-for  himself,  we  help 
inculcate  a  sense  of  responsiblity  for 
others.  By  developing  a  child's  self- 
respect,  we  help  him  to  learn  respect  for 
others.  As  G.K.  Chesterton  put  it,  "educ¬ 
ation  is  simply  die  soul  of  society  as  it 
passes  from  one  generation  to  another”. 

Regeneration  has  to  start  with  die 
indmduaL  The  application  of  the  law 
cannot  be  a  substitute  foe  the  individ¬ 
uals  sense  of  moral  responsibility.  Nor 
can  die  words,  of  politicians  or  religious 
leaders,  however  deeply  felt,  take  die 
place  of  bidivfdual  injOTality. 

Government  alone  cannot  meet  die 
challenge  set  by  Frances  Lawrence,  but 
die  lead  it  gives  is  important. -That 
is  why  the  Government  is  determined 
to  do  wint  it  can  to  translate  her  mani¬ 
festo  into  practical  proposals.  -  In-  Die 
Times  on  October  22.  I  announced 
that  we  would  establish  an  annual 
award  in  Mr  Lawrence ’Sxnarcay.  This 
will  mark  outstanding  achievement  in 
citizenship  by  young  people  who  have 
helpo)  society  dirough  such  activities  as 
tackling  bullying  or  taking  a -stand 
agiinst  drags.  ... 

■  ■  I  plan  to  launch  the  award  scheme  in 
March.  This  will  highlight  examples  of 
good  citizenship  by  young  people,  illus¬ 
trating  the  sortof  achievement  worthy  of 
an  award.  We  will  then  seek  nomina¬ 
tions  and  make  the  first  awards  in 
December  1997.  an  the  second  anniver- 
satyofThHip  Lawrence’S-death. 

The  Government  has  erpssparty  sup¬ 
port  for  .the  Philip  Lawrence  Memorial 
Awards,  and  many  organisations,  such 
as .  the  Association  of  “.  Chief  ftsfice 
Officers,  the  CidoQQship.Fbundatibn,  the 
Commission  for  RariaI  JSquapty,  Com¬ 
munity  Service  Volunteers,  Crime  Con¬ 
cern,  die  Prince's  Trust  «yid  Youth  Chibs 
UK  have  given  hrfpfuladvire.  It  is 
important  thalthe  awsertis  opqtjAetacnt 
the  various  award  anCgranf  schemes 

already  m  existence.  . . 

Today  I  am  asking  vriuntary  and 
youth  groups,  to;  help  bs  develop  my 
proposals  further.  Ih^ihatmanywffl 
respond  with  support  and  iifeas 
The  a  wards  are  designed  to  hifi 
the.  achievements  of'yoong  people 

demonstrate  jwrtstanrfmg :  citizenship, 
and  to  encourage  others  to  follow  their 
example.  Too  often  we  hear  about  the 
crimes  -and  misdemeanours  of  young 
people,  the  bad  manners  of  chMren,  ihe 
apathy  (rf- youth.  But  this  picture  is 
misleading.  Mostyoung.  people  are  law- 
t  Most  have  a  strong  moral 
prose.-  And  veiy:  many ;  axe  actively 
involved  in  voluntary  work,  -trying  to 
the  fives  of  those  around  them. 
/Philip  Lawrence  -  Memorial 
jftyykwfll  commemorate  die  life  of  an 
mspira&jpaF  maraTTfey  will  commend 
young  people  who^  exemplify  die  civic 

hope  the  scheme  play  a  --pat  in' 
hdpm£  by  raise  thfegext  generation  of 

good  canens.  -  . 

The  author  is  HomeJSecretafyf  , 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6 1996 


A  LABOUR  EUROPE 


( 


Blair  still  evades  Major’s  grasp — and  Brussels  is  helping 


Nett  week’s  Dublin  summit  will  demon¬ 
ic!  to  the  public  what  negotiators  already 

Sran  JhL^ter^VerTiniental  confer^ 
review  the  Maastricht  treaty  is 
prxxe^g^riehberateiy,  at  a 

^tel^ited  Kingdom’s  partners  in  the 
European  Union  are  determined  to  avoid 
any  showdown  with  Britain  before  the 
general  election. 

Thegreatest  fear  in  Brussels  is  that  over 
the  coming  months  the  Labour  Party  will 
John.  Major  in  any  foxhole 
which  the  Prime  Minister  decides  to  occupy 
thus  limiting  its  post-electoral  freedom  of 
manoeuvre.  On  the  assumption  of  a  Labour 
victory,  officials  are  therefore  trying  to  keep 
the  foxholes  undug,  allowing  Tony  Blair  to 
enter  the  final  peace  talks  having  made  as 
few  electoral  commitments  as  possible  and 
with  maximum  flexibility  as  a  consequence. 

The  Dutch,  who  take  over  from  Ireland 
next  month  and  were  originally  expected  to 
*  conclude  the  IGC  negotiations,  are  hinting 
that  because  it  would  not  be  fair  to  expect  Mr 
Blair  to  reach  a  final  IGC  deal  within  weeks 
of  talcing  over,  the  entire  timetable  for  a 
revised  treaty  might  be.  set  back  by  months 
for  Britain’s  benefit  The  IGC  text  circulated 
to  governments  yesterday  by  the  Irish 
presidency  is  consistent  with  this  waiting 
game.  It  does  nor  pretend  to  be  a  draft  treaty; 
it  is  notable  for  what  it  leaves  out  and  it  is 
even  more  notable  for  the  phrase  that  runs 
through  it  like  a  religious  mantra  —  "to  be 
dealt  with  at  a  later  stage*. 

Noel  Dorr,  Ireland’s  IGC  chairman, 
blandly  claims  that  too  little  progress  has 
been  made  even  to  attempt  a  synthesis  of 
views  on  such  contentious  areas  as  the 
extension  of  qualified  majority  voting  and 
the  right  of  each  country  to  have  a  EU 
Commissioner.  The  main  exception,  the 
proposal  to  centralise  control  over  visa, 
asylum  and  immigration  policies,  will 
encounter  solid  British  resistance.  But  it  will 
not  open  up  a  Conservative-labour  rift, 
because  this  is  one  of  the  few  areas  on  which 
Labour  has  not  only  spdt  out  its  position  but 


agrees  with  the  Government  that  these  are 
issues  for  sovereign  states. 

Despite  Tory  tauntings.  Labour  may  even 
be  able  to  avoid  committing  itself  on  the 
draft  chapter  chat  would  commit  EU  govern¬ 
ments  to  coordinate' their  employment  poli¬ 
cies.  The  Irish  text  is  careful  to  refer  to  broad 
objectives,  instead  of  setting  explicit  targets 
for  getting  people  back  to  work. 

From  beginning  to  end  runs  the  theme 
that  deeper  integration  is  a  precondition  for 
EU  enlargement;  Britain  is  identified  in 
paragraph  after  paragraph  as  the  grit  in  the 
federalist  wheel  Mr  .Major  needs  to  force 
Labour  into  the  open  ran  what  its  position 
will  be  on  these  hems  that  are  asterisked 
provisional,  marked .  fib  be  discussed,  or 
merely  summarise  disagreements.  Mr  Blair 
will  try  to  continue  with  his  stock  response 
that  the  questions  are,  for  now,  hypothetical. 

Labour’s  only  formal  position  paper  on 
the  IGC,  published  some  14  months  ago, 
does  contain  prisoners  for  the  Prime 
Minister  to  take.  It  still  stands,  for  example, 
by  the  revealing  phrase:  “we  reject  perma¬ 
nent  opt-outs”.  Where  then  does  it  stand  on 
Britain's  opt-out  on  economic  and  monetary 
union?  Is  h  destined,  under  Labour,  as  those 
words  suggest,  to  be  strictly  temporary? 

But  Labour  also  presents  a  frustrating 
target  for  Mr  Major.  The  Shadow  Cabinet  is 
in  a  state  of  deep  denial  over  Europe.  It 
cannot  face  bothering  with  any  EU  business 
that  it  does  not  expect  to  be  a  "wedge  issue* 
in  next  year's  election  campaign.  It  was  only 
because  die  referendum  on  a  single  currency 
was  judged  to  be  such  an  issue  that  Labour 
belatedly  matched  the  Tory  pledge. 

The  IGC  about  which  there  will  be  mud- 
fuss  in  the  coming  week,  is  not,  erf  course 
where  the  stakes  are  highest  The  countrie* 
intending  to  join  EMU  in  1999  are  malting 
Europe’s  most  important  constitutional 
moves.  As  our  Economics  Editor  argues  or 
page  29,  the  proposed  EMU  stability  pad 
could  be  as  politically  destructive  as  were  the 
war  reparations  exacted  from  Germany 
under  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 


•h* 


CLINTON  S  CHOICES 


The  President  has  taken  risks  with  his  foreign  policy  team 


After  a  painful  period  of  public  indecision. 
President  Clinton  has  dedded  upon  the 
officials  who  will  guide  US  foreign  policy 
during  his  second  term.  His  choice  of 
Senator  William  Cohen,  a  Republican,  as 
Defence  Secretary  will  be  applauded.  The 
selection  of  Samuel  Berger,  currently  Dep¬ 
uty  National  Security  Adviser,  to  fill  the  top 
position  there  represents  continuity.  The 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  will  not  regard 
the  arrival  of  Anthony  Lake  as  Director  with 
much  enthusiasm  but  the  CIA,  largely 
deprived  of  a  function  since  the  Cold  Wart 
demise,  is  in  distinct  decline-  Most  attention 
will  fall  on  the  elevation  of  Madeleine 
Albright,  currently  US  Permanent  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  United  Nations,  to  the  post  of 
Secretary  of  State. 

Ms  Albright  has  been  a  controversial 
figure  at  the  UN.  Her  highly  abrasive 
^  manner  has  caused  difficulties  with  Ameri- 
*9  caS  allies  as  well  as  her  foes.  The 
appointment  will  be  regarded  as  the 
triumph  of  one  of  the  most  improbable 
partnerships  in  American  political  history: 
that  between  Hillary  Clinton,  the  liberal- 
inclined  First  Lady,  and  Senator  Jesse 
Helms,  the  ultra-conservative  Republican 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee.  Mrs  Clinton  supported  Ms 
Albright  largely  because  of  her  gender.  The 
North  Carolina  Senator  is  an  admirer  of  her 
undiplomatic  style. 

The  new  Secretary  of  State  will  bring  great 
energy  to  her  portfolio.  Inevitably  though 
she  wifi  be  seen  as  a  political  creature  of  the 
President  rather  titan  an  independent  figure 
in  her  own  right  Had  Mr  Clinton  picked 
either  farmer  Senator  George  Mitchell  or 
outgoing  Senator  Sam  Nunn  that  would  not 


have  been  the  case.  Both  men  had  been 
respected  leaders  in  Congress,  commanding 
bi-partisan  respite!  in  Washington  and  thus 
instant  attention  abroad  Ms  Albright  will 
be  regarded  with  much  more  suspicion. 
Furthermore,  her  selection  looks  curious 
considering  the  emphasis  that  the  President 
placed  on  economics  during  his  recent  Asian 
tour.  Even  her  most  ardent  admirers  would 
not  count  international  trade  as  one  of  her 
strong  points. 

Ms  Albright  is  not  a  uniquely  unusual 
choice.  Dean  Rixsk  and  William  Rogers,  who 
served  under  Presidents  Kennedy  and 
Nixon,  were  almost  unknown  to  Congress 
and  most  citizens  of  the  United  States  before 
assuming  their  portfolio.  John  Foster  Dul¬ 
les,  tinder  Dwight  Eisenhower,  and  Alexan¬ 
der  Haig,  for  Ronald  Reagan,  were 
bombastic  characters  for  friend  and  foe 
alike.  Nonetheless,  Ms  Albright  will  have  to 
deal  with  the  perception  that  she  has  won 
the  most  senior  post  in  American  inter¬ 
national  relations  for  reasons  mare  related 
to  Washington  politics  than  the  wider  world. 
She  must  overcame  that  assumption  to  be 
effective  on  the  global  stage. 

Either  by  accident  or  design  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  derisions  may  contain  the  broader 
message  that  he  intends  to  be  rather  more 
actively  engaged  in  foreign  policy  in  his 
second  term.  That  has  often  been  true  of  re¬ 
elected  Presidents,  especially  those  whose 
domestic  style  is  cramped  by  a  hostile 
Congress.  In  that  case,  Mr  Clinton  could 
have  dedded  that  loyalty  to  him  personally 
was  the  supreme  requirement  of  his  sur¬ 
rogates.  But  for  the  world,  the  price  is 
continued  uncertainty  about  what  the  next 
four  years  will  bring. 


MUSEUM  OF  FIRE 


Why  the  scholars  need  at  least  a  few  accountants 


To  all  friends  of  the  British  Museum 
among  whom  The  Times  certainly  counts 
itself  —  Andrew  Edwards's  management 
report,  detailed  on  page  six  today,  mustbe 
deeplv  disturbing.  Just  as  people  are  often 

3  deeply  hurt 

institutions  too  are  most  vulnerable  to  those 
who  understand  which  slight  or  sally  wiH 
"Slem.  If  the  British  Museum 
had  hired  a  management  consultant  to 
advise  on  how  to  deal  _  with  its  hnanml 
deficit,  their  inquiry  m^ht  ^ve  racked 
similar  conclusions.  But  tiielar^  m^ 
have  been  more  brutal  and  more  easily 
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few  extra  mffln  Miiseunirs  informa- 


fej  the  Museum’s  informa- 

Vandal  control  is  "a 
progress”,  he  leaves  the 
iSSSte  feund  officials 

reader  to  guess 


using  abacuses,  Victorian  cash  registers  or 
simply  a  hotch-potch  of  modernity. 

The  desperate  urgency  that  pervades  the 
Edwards  report  is  more  important  than  its 
detailed  conclusions.  Condensed  and  trans¬ 
lated  out  erf  polite  Whitehall  language,  Mr 
Edwards  might  be  summarised  thus;  "Pay 
attention  in  Bloomsbury!  Time  and  money 
are  short  Your  aims  are  muddled.  Your 
management  structure  and  culture  looks 
outdated  even  by  the  standards  of  the 
pharaohs.  Yoor  sehttfar-curatons  are  prolif¬ 
erating  and  out  of  control  Most  of  the 
world’s  great  museums  —  and  you  are  the 
greatest  of  all— charge  an  entrance  fee  and 
you  will  do  the  same  unless  you  can  came  up 
with  a  better  money-raising  idea.  But  I  have 
not  found  many  people  with  that  sort  of  fire 
and  firmness  in  thi?  building  so  far."  . 

The  Museum,  slipped  Mr  Edwards’s 
report  into  the  public  domain  last  month, 
hoping  that  “constructive  discussion"  would 
ensue,  but  also  disagreeing  over  the  need  to 
impose  entrance  charges.  The  only  public 
discussion  to  date  has  been  a  predictable 
slanging  match  over  the  charges  issue.  If  the 
Museum^  staff  ffeeT  that  Mr  Edwards  is 
unfair,  let  them  say  so.  They  would 
demonstrate  that  Great  Russell  Street  was  in 
boisterous  .health.  If  they  cannot  do  so, 
change , must  quickly,  come. -When' the 
Museum's  trustees  meet  this  weekend,  they 
must  ensure  that  this  message  is  grasped. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 

Tory  policy  on  museum  funding 


When  the  police 
exceed  their  brief 

From  Mr  Stanley  Best 

Sir.  You  quote  today  a  chief  detective 
inspector  as  stating  that  he  will  “in¬ 
vestigate  what  legal  steps  could  be 
taken”  to  increase  the  two-year  sen¬ 
tence  on  the  two  girls  convicted  of  the 
manslaughter  of  Louise  Allen. 

The  officer  should  be  reminded  that 
the  police  have  no  responsibility  for 
appealing  sentences.  It  is  for  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General.  not  die  police,  lo  consid¬ 
er  whether  a  sentence  is  unduly  le¬ 
nient 

Police  officers  of  all  ranks  must 
resist  the  temptation  to  conduct 
“investigations"  of  this  kind  or  to 
express  themselves  as  “extremely 
disappointed”  (or  otherwise)  at  verdict 
or  sentence.  Their  duty  is  to  prevent 
crime,  to  detect  what  they  cannot 
prevent,  and  to  bring  those  charged  to 
court  —  subject  to  the  power  of  the 
Crown  Prosecution  Service  which 
may  elect  not  to  proceed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

STANLEY  BEST, 

As  from;  B racton  Chambers, 

95a  Chancery  Lane,  WC2L 
December! 

From  Mr  Michael  B.  Ward 

Sir.  I  was  surprised  at  the  Police 
Complaints  Authority's  decision  not 
to  proceed  with  disciplinary  action 
against  the  two  police  officers  who 
arrested  a  Nigerian  asylum  seeker. 
Mr  Oluwashijibomi  Laphe  (News  in 
'  brief.  Decem  ter  3). 

Mr  Lapite  died  after  having  been 
placed  in  a  neck-lock  during  a  strug¬ 
gle  and  one  of  the  police  officers  ad¬ 
mitted  at  the  inquest  that  he  had  kick¬ 
ed  Lapite  in  the  head,  albeit  in  self- 
defence. 

In  the  same  edition  of  the  paper  you 
report  “Police  protest  as  girls  get  two 
years  for  fata]  kicking".  In  this  in¬ 
stance  two  girls,  aged  12  and  13  at  fee 
time  of  the  attack,  pleaded  guilty  to 
the  manslaughter  of  a  third  young  girl 
after  deliberately  kicking  her  about 
the  head. 

Whilst  1  would  not  condone  fee 
actions  of  the  girls,  I  would  suggest 
dial,  at  such  an  age,  they  may  not 
have  teen  fully  aware  of  the  fatal  con¬ 
sequences  that  could  result  from  their 
violent  actions-  The  same  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  said  of  police  officers  —  even 
though,  as  in  the  Lapite  incident,  they 
were  the  attacked  rather  than  fee 
attackers. 

Yours,  wife  deep  concern, 

M.  WARD, 

113  Goodhart  Way, 

West  Wickham.  Kent 
December  3. 


Divided  Ireland 

From  Mr  David  W.  Bleakley 

Sir,  You  are  right  to  remind  Tony 
Blair  that  a  Labour  government 
“would  be  preoccupied  by  Ulster  too" 
(leading  article.  December  2}. 

Mr  Blair’s  fellow  socialists  in 
Northern  Ireland  wish  him  well  and 
.  are  anxious  to  help;  but  we  can  best  do 
so  only  when  we  are  given  the  right  to 
join  the  British  Labour  Party. 

Mr  Blair  could  do  himself  and  fee 
people  of  Northern  Ireland  a  great 
deal  of  good  by  persuading  his  party 
to  reverse  its  ban  on  membership  by 
citizens  from  the  region.  Such  action 
would  also  remove  a  piece  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  which  should  have  no  place 
within  a  truly  modem  Labour  Party. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  BLEAKLEY 
(Minister  of  Community  Relations. 
Stormont  1972). 

S  Thornhill.  Bangor,  Co  Down. 
December  3. 

From  MrM.  G.  Harman 

Sir,  Your  leader  of  November  29. 
"Majors  commitment”,  says  fear  the 
IRA  ceasefire  must  stop  “all  military 
operations  —  including  training,  re¬ 
stocking  of  terrorist  arsenals,  punish¬ 
ment  beatings,  and  preparatory  sur- 
vetUance'-. 

.  When  did  punishment  beatings  be¬ 
come  accepted  as  military  operations? 

Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  HARMAN, 

Holmwood.37  Upper  Park  Road. 
Camberfey,  Surrey. 

December!. 


A  choral  composer 

From  Dr  Edward  Higginbottom 

Sir,  Your  obituary  of  Bernard  Rose 
(November  30}  is  an  engaging  picture 
of  a  remarkable  figure  in  British  mu¬ 
sical  life.  It  is  perhaps  a  little  light  on 
his  accomplishment  as  a  composer.  In 
fee  choral  field  few  have  shown  his 
degree  of  sensitivity  to  fee  medium; 
his  setting  of  the  evening  responses 
will  endure  alongside  those  of  Byrd, 
and  few  have  written  works  of  such 
exquisite  poise  as  his  Feast  Song  for 
St  Cedlia. 

We  sang  this  in  New  College  Cha¬ 
pe]  an  St  Cecilia’s  Day.  only  hours  af¬ 
ter  Rose's  death.  It  served  beyond  any 
words  to  remind  us  what  his  craft  and 
inspiration  have  bequeathed  to  Brit¬ 
ish  choral  music. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWARD  HIGGINBOTTOM ' 

(The  Organist  and  Tutor  in  Music), 
New  College,  Oxford. 

Deoember3, 


Letters  to  the  Editor  should,  cany  a 
daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  m  a  fax  number-— 
0171-782  5046. 


From  the  Minister  of  State , 
Department  of  National  Heritage 

Sir,  The  perception  that  the  British 
Museum’s  financial  difficulties  are 
entirely  due  to  a  decline  in  govern¬ 
ment  funding  and  to  fee  moving  of  fee 
British  Library  to  St  Pancras  (letters, 
November  21,  25,  28.  December  23  is 

not  supported  by  an  independent 
report  commissioned  by  the  Trustees 
of  die  British  Museum  itself,  and 
made  publicly  available  by  them  last 
month. 

That  report  identifies  a  number  of 
causes  over  many  years,  and  recom¬ 
mends  essentia]  improvements  to  the 
organisational  structure,  manage¬ 
ment  and  efficiency  of  the  museum,  to 
strengthen  its  financial  position  fAre 
we  pressing  the  wrong  Buttons?". 
Arts,  November  30). 

It  is  misleading  to  suggest,  as  Isabel 
Carlisle  does  fThe  case  for  free 
museums”.  November  28},  that  “fee 
pattern  of  allocation  of  funds  to  nat¬ 
ional  museums  and  galleries”  reveals 
that  “fee  Government  intends  to  end 
the  principle  of  free  admission”.  This 
is  simply  not  fee  case. 

Since  the  last  general  election,  out  of 
the  total  sura  granted  to  national  mu¬ 
seums  and  galleries,  the  share  given 
by  the  Government  to  the  non-charg¬ 
ing  museums  has  in  fact  increased. 
The  allocations  announced  in  last 
week’s  Budget  will  see  their  share 


From  Lord  Judd,  Senior  Fellow 
of  Sajferworld 

Sir,  Amidst  all  our  neurosis  about 
Europe  it  is  easy  to  forget  that  Britain 
Is  sou  a  major  player  in  fee  world 
stakes.  As  one  of  only  five  permanent 
members  of  fee  UN  Security  Council, 
Britain  has  a  special  responsibility 
to  help  lead  the  debate  on  fee  selection 
of  the  next  UN  Secretary-General 
(leading  article,  “All  at  sea",  Decem¬ 
ber  3). 

You  are  right  to  call  the  present  sel¬ 
ection  process  a  farce.  Initially  all  we 
had  was  the  US  brandishing  its  veto. 
Now  a  fundamental  quality  apparent¬ 
ly  needed  for  what  is  the  most  de¬ 
manding  chief  executive’s  job  in  fee 
world  is  to  be  an  African-  This  is  non¬ 
sense,  every  bit  as  much  as  it  would  be 
if  an  essential  requirement  was  to  be 
Anglo-Saxon. 

We  must  not  let  political  posturing 
blind  us.  The  present  dilemma  pro¬ 
vides  a  vital  opportunity  to  evaluate 
the  challenges  faring  fee  UN  and, 
therefore,  fee  qualities  needed  in  its 
leader  to  help  the  organisation  meet 
them.  Yet  this  is  being  missed. 

The  crisis  in  central  Africa  has 


Planning  for  disaster 

From  Sir  John  Blelloch 

Sir,  In  a  year  that  has  seen  major  di¬ 
sasters  such  as  those  in  Dunblane  and 
Manchester  as  wdl  as  the  Channel 
Tunnel  fire  and  oil  pollution  from  fee 
Sea  Empress  on  fee  Welsh  coast,  the 
money  local  authorities  receive  to¬ 
wards  making  adequate  response  ar¬ 
rangements  has  again  been  cut  by  the 
Home  Office  following  the  Budget 
This  should  be  a  major  cause  of  con¬ 
cern  to  the  public. 

The  work  of  local  authority 
emergency  planners  is  the  publics 
insurance  policy  for  coping  when 
things  go  wrong.  Across  the  country 
well  rehearsed  arrangements,  made 
in  dose  cooperation  wife  all  who 
have  a  pan  to  play,  seek  to  ensure  feat 
an  effective  response  is  available  at  all 


Saving  St  Pancras 

From  the  Director  of 
The  ITctorian  Society 

Sir.  Lord  Ampthill  (letter,  December 
3;  see  also  letter,  November  29)  rightly 
draws  attention  to  fee  time  given  by 
Parliament  to  the  Channel  Tunnel 
Rail  link  Bill.  However,  the  “contrac¬ 
tually  binding  undertakings  and 
agreements"  with  London  &  Conti¬ 
nental  Railways  (LCR)  to  which  he  re¬ 
fers  bind  them  to  practically  nothing, 
as  far  as  works  to  the  Grade  I  St  Pan- 
eras  Station  are  concerned.  The  Heri¬ 
tage  Agreement  which  replaces  nor¬ 
mal  listed  building  procedures  in  fee 
Rail  Link  Bill,  is  freedom  dressed  up 
as  control.  LCR  must  consult  with 
English  Heritage  but  in  most  rircum- 
stances  can  disregard  their  advice. 

No  one  doubts  LCR^  good  inten¬ 
tions  and  fee  potential  benefits  to  St 
Pancras.  But  proper  safeguards  are 
still  essential  for  a  Grade  I  listed  buil¬ 
ding.  If  the  project  were  to  run  into  fi- 


Unchristian  bickering9 

From  Mrs  Masha  Woollard 

Sir,  Whether  or  not  fee  painting  of 
Jesus  in  Bethlehem  was  shedding  real 
tears  (report,  November  29),  I  am  sure 
that  Christ  himself  is  indeed  weeping 
over  fee  unchristian  bickering  be¬ 
tween  fee  representatives  of  fee  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Greek  Orthodox 
churches  in  Israel. 

This  unholy  rivalry  shames  them, 
and  distresses  other  Christians  in  a 
world  where  at  last  we  are  seeing  fee 
beginnings  of  unity  as  opposed  to  de- 
nominationalism. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MASHA  WOOLLARD, 

15  Haywards  Road, 

Brighton.  East  Sussex. 

November  29. 


grow  farther  over  the  coming  three 
years. 

In  deriding  allocations  this  year,  we 
have  protected  fee  funding  of  those 
who  have  benefited  less  from  recent 
settlements  and  have  made  greater 
strides  in  improving  their  efficiency. 
We  have  also  directed  support  to¬ 
wards  areas  of  greater  need.  Ir  is  for 
tills  reason  that,  against  all  predic¬ 
tions,  fee  Government  has  agreed  to 
compensate  the  British  Museum  in 
full  for  fee  future  loss  of  receipts  from 
fee  British  Library. 

Any  decision  on  admission  charges 
will  be  made  by  the  Trustees  of  fee 
museum,  and  not  by  the  Government. 
The  Trustees  are  appointed  to  manage 
fee  British  Museum  independent  of 
government,  and  they  are  therefore 
best  placed  to  consider  admission  ar¬ 
rangements  in  fee  light  of  fee  muse¬ 
um's  unique  financial  circumstances. 

Last  July  Government  published 
Treasures  in  Trust,  its  first  review  of 
museums  policy  in  60  years.  Nobody 
who  had  read  this  review,  and  fee  ra¬ 
dical  reforms  it  proposes,  can  be  in 
any  doubt  about  fee  Government's 
strong  commitment  to  fee  essential 
role  of  museums  in  our  society. 

Yours  faithfully. 

LAIN  SPROAT, 

Department  of  National  Heritage, 

2-4  Gockspur  Street.  SWI. 

December  3. 


again  demonstrated  that  fee  problems 
of  the  world  today  require  a  global 
response.  The  new  leader  must  be 
able  to  articulate  this  and  convince 
member  states  that  isolationism  is  not 
in  their  own  interest 

Governments  need  to  be  shown  that 
the  UN  is  an  organisation  worth 
supporting.  This  whl  require  a  Sec¬ 
retary-General  who  is  a  skilful  admin¬ 
istrator  capable  of  cutting  through 
bureaucracy  and  assuring  member 
states  that  their  resources  will  not  be 
lost  to  self-indulgent  officialdom. 
Fundamentally  fee  Secretary-General 
must  be  an  inspiring  figure  capable  of 
eliciting  the  financial  support  and  fee 
quality  of  personnel  which  the  UN  so 
badly  needs. 

Britain's  prestigious  place  on  the 
Security  Council  demands  a  lead  on 
these  vital  issues.  If  we  don't  help  m 
provide  it.  fee  argument  may  well 
grow  for  us  to  move  over  and  make 
way  for  someone  else. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  JUDD. 

Senior  Fellow,  Saferworld. 

3rd  Floor.  33-34  Alfred  Place.  WC1. 
December*!. 


times.  As  recently  as  1991-92  fee  gov¬ 
ernment  grant  for  this  work  nation¬ 
wide  amounted  to  E25.1  million.  This 
grant  has  been  eroded  year  on  year, 
resulting  in  a  figure  for  1997-98  of 
under  £15  million.  This  is  less  than  the 
Government  spends  on  its  entertain¬ 
ment  budget. 

Cuts  of  such  magnitude  inevitably 
compromise  emergency  planning  ac¬ 
tivity  and  jeopardise  the  effectiveness 
of  fee  response  to  future  major  emer¬ 
gencies.  This  should  be  of  grave  con¬ 
cern  to  fee  public,  because  it  is  they 
who  siand  to  suffer  fee  next  time  di¬ 
saster  strikes. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  BLELLOCH 
(President,  Emergency 
Planning  Society). 

PO  Box  9697,  London,  NW6  4HS. 
December  Z 


nandal  difficulties,  as  Eurotunnel  did, 
fee  temptation  to  cut  corners  and 
skimp  cm  conservation  could  be  irre¬ 
sistible.  By  then,  however,  it  would  be 
too  late.  The  Government,  having  all 
but  surrendered  its  right  of  final  deter- 
urination,  lacks  fee  call-in  powers  to 
protect  one  of  the  world's  finest  rail¬ 
way  stations. 

The  rail  link  is  supposed  to  be  a 
flagship  project  for  fee  Private  Fi¬ 
nance  Initiative.  What  this  means  for 
conservation  is  now  all  too  clear.  For 
fee  Government  to  deny  itself  a  final 
say  on  major  works  to  so  important  a 
building  is  deeply  irresponsible.  It  is 
art  abnegation  of  the  duties  of 
environmental  stewardship  advocat¬ 
ed  i/i  its  own  recent  Green  Paper,  Pro¬ 
tecting  our  Heritage. 

Yours  faithfully. 

WILLIAM  FILM  ER-S ANIKEY. 
Director. 

The  Victorian  Society, 

1  Priory  Gardens,  Bedford  Park,  W4. 
December  4. 


School  uniforms 

From  Mr  Bryn  Giles 

Sir,  Does  the  practice  of  some  schools 
requiring  uniforms  to  be  bought  from 
a  particular  shop,  highlighted  in  your 
report  of  November  30.  warrant 
examination  by  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading? 

It  would  seem  to  me  to  contain  fee 
seeds  of  some  rather  squalid  little 
monopolistic  situations. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRYN  GILES, 

12  Carmarthen  Road, 

Henleaze,  Bristol. 

December  1. 


Business  letters,  page  29 
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Synod  debate  on 
Anglican  agenda 

From  Mr  Alan  Forward 

Sir,  Your  leading  article  of  November 
26.  “The  Anglican  agenda"  questions 
the  General  Synod's  preoccupation 
with  reorganisation  ai  a  time  when 
there  is  enormous  public  interest  in 
fee  moral  climate  of  modern  Britain. 

Contrary  to  your  conclusion,  the 
Church  of  England  must  address  tts 
internal  administration  before  it  can 
provide  moral  leadership  for  the  na¬ 
tion.  It  is  fee  present  lade  of  focus  and 
responsibility  which  last  year  enabled 
one  of  its  many  committees  to  issue 
the  confused  report.  Something  to 
Celebrate:  Valuing  Families  in 
Church  and  Society. 

That  muddle  of  morality,  disowned 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
(report,  June  5,  1995),  would  not  have 
been  published  if  fee  proposed  Arch¬ 
bishops’  Council  had  been  established 
earlier. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ALAN  FORWARD. 

The  Lindens.  Poyrrtington.  Dorset. 
November  26. 

From  Professor  Grave l  Lindop 

Sir,  Now  that  the  Church  of  England 
is  revising  its  service  of  baptism  “to 
give  a  deeper  spiritual  sense  and  more 
poetic  feeling"  (report,  November  30). 
prospective  godfathers  may  like  to  re¬ 
flect  on  a  modern  poet's  definition  of 
their  role. 

Invited  to  stand  godfather  to  a 
friend’s  child  in  1945,  Robert  Graves 
noted:  “I  find  that  infant  baptism  is  a 
heathen  rite  practised  by  the  ancient 
Welsh  and  Irish;  adult  baptism  only 
was  practised  by  fee  early  Christi¬ 
ans".  But  he  accepted  willingly, 
commenting: 

1  think  the  godfathers  job  in  this  modem 
world  is  always  to  be  the  chap  to  whom  the 
godchild  writes  if  he  or  she  has  got  into  a 
real  jam  and  needs  to  be  bailed  out.  or 
fished  out.  ofa  stew;  and  with  whom  he/she 
goes  to  stay,  uninvited,  at  times  of 
emotional  crisis  {In  Broken  Images:  Se- 
leaed  Letters  of  Robert  Graves,  1914-1946. 
Hutchinson.  1982). 

Not  very  poetic,  nor  very  orthodox, 
perhaps;  but  sound  common  (and 
even  spiritual)  sense. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G REVEL  LINDOP, 

The  University  of  Manchester. 
Department  of  English 
Language  and  Literature. 
Manchester.  M13  9PL. 

December  1. 

From  the  Provost  of  Blackburn 

Sir.  So  yet  another  link  between  the 
parish  church  and  the  rank-and-file  of 
its  parishioners  is  under  sou  tiny  (let¬ 
ters.  November  26.  29).  Is  anybody 
asking  what  our  engaged  couples 
think  of  the  possibility  of  dropping  fee 
calling  of  banns? 

It  may  be  feat  the  wording  needs  to 
be  revised,  but  surely  the  need  to  give 
welcome  and  affirmation  to  those 
planning  a  church  wedding  still  re¬ 
mains.  In  an  anonymous  world,  shy, 
even  non-churchgoing  couples  com¬ 
ing  by  invitation  to  “hear  their  banns" 
are,  in  my  experience,  given  a  “lift"  in 
those  few  moments  of  the  service  that 
are  sped  ally  for  them. 

I  believe  That  there  are  still  great 
pastoral  opportunities  handed  to  us 
on  a  plate  in  this  area  of  ministry  — 
even  through  what  may  seem  old- 
fashioned  preliminaries.  As  a  Church, 
we  should  be  making  more  of  these  ■ 
opportunities  and  not  less. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DAVID  FRAYNE. 

The  Provost’s  House, 

Preston  New  Road, 

Blackburn.  Lancashire. 

December  3 

From  the  Reverend  Terence  Lee 

Sir.  As  fee  dear  old  C  of  E  machinates 
about  changing  laws  and  traditions 
only  extant  for  a  few  hundred  years 
and  therefore  fair  game.  1  was  re¬ 
minded  of  a  comment  made  by  a  fel¬ 
low  traditionalist  about  fee  mayhem 
caused  by  fee  debate  about  fee  ordin¬ 
ation  of  women  —  “all  they  want  to  do 
is  prance  around  in  robes  dressed  up 
tike  men”. 

Yours,  in  Domino, 

TERENCE  LEE. 

45  Christchurch  Road. 

Reading,  Berkshire. 

December  4. 


Seat  of  power 

From  Mr  Stanley  Martin 

Sir.  Commenting  on  the  possibility  of 
Sir  Nicholas  Scott'S  Commons  seat  be¬ 
ing  passed  on  to  Chris  Patten,  you  say 
Heading  article,  December  2)  feat 
Hong  Kong’s  tradition  of  appointed 
members  in  its  legislature  is  unlikely 
to  be  easily  imported.  Surely,  it  does 
not  need  to  be.  We  have  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Yours  faithfully. 

STANLEY  MARTIN, 

14  Great  Spilmans, 

Dulwich.  SE21 
December3. 


Who’s  to  blame? 

From  MrP.J.  Underwood 

Sir.  Should  not  every  child  sue  their 
parents  for  bringing  them  into  this 
uncertain  world  and  thus  exposing 
them  to  its  hazards? 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.J.  UNDERWOOD, 

18  Edinburgh  Close. 

Ickenham.  Uxbridge,  Middlesex. 
December3. 


Selection  of  UN  Secretary-General 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  61996 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  S  The  Queen,  and  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  this  morning 
arrived  at  Cross  Surer,  Man¬ 
chester.  and  were  received  by  Her 
Majesty*  Lord-Lieutenant  of 

Greater  Manchester  (Colonel  John 
Timmins)  and  Cowidlkr  Derek 
Shaw  (Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester). 

Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal 
Highness  toured  the  bomb-dam¬ 
aged  area  around  the  AmdaJe 
Centre  and  met  representatives  of 
she  emergency  services  and  those 

involved  with  the  rebuilding. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 

Edinburgh  later  drove  to 

Manchester  Metropolitan  Univer¬ 
sity  and  were  received  at  the  new 
Faculty  of  Humanities  and  Social 
Science  building  by  the  Chancellor 
(the  Duke  of  Westminster). 

Her  Majesty,  accompanied  by 
His  Royal  Highness,  toured  the 
faculty  before  opening  the  new 
building. 

The  Queen,  with  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh,  later  honoured  the 
Chancellor  with  her  presence  az 
Luncheon  in  ihe  Refectory. 

Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal 
Highness  this  afternoon  visited  the 
Greater  Manchester  Police 
Claytonbrook  Complex  and  were 
received  by  the  Chairman,  Greater 
Manchester  Police  Authority 
(Councillor  Stephen  Murphy). 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  toured  the  new  build¬ 
ings.  viewed  training  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  met  members  of  the 
Force. 

Her  Majesty  subsequently 
opened  the  Claytonbrook 
Complex. 

The  Baroness  Trumpington 
(Baroness  in  Waiting)  was  present 
at  Heathrow  Airport.  London,  this 
morning  upon  the  Departure  of 
President  Mary  Robinson  and  Mr 
Nicholas  Robinson  and  bade  them 
farewell  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty. 

The  Queen  was  represented  by 
the  Duke  of  Buodeuch  and 
Queensbeny  ICT  at  the  Service  of 
Thanksgiving  far  the  Life  of  the 
Lord  Clydesimrir  KT  which  was 
held  in  Si  Giles’  Cathedral,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  today. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was 
represented  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin 
arid  Kincardine  KT. 

The  Princess  Royal  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs  David  Bovres-Lyon. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  5:  The  Duke  of  York. 
Trustee,  this  morning  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
National  Maritime  Museum  in 
Greenwich,  London  SEJOl 


His  Royal  Highness  this  eve¬ 
ning  attended  the  lighting  cere- 
«n°ny  for  the  Norwegian 
Christmas  Tree  in  Trafalgar 
Square  at  which  "Hie  Queen  of 
Norway  was  present. 

The  Duke  of  York  afterwards 
*1151x166  a  Dinner  given  by  the 
Royal  National  Mission  to  Deep 
Sea  Fishermen  to  mark  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  of  its  Royal  Charter  at 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  EG4. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  5:  The  Princess  Royal 

Patron,  National  Association  of 
victims  Support  Schemes,  this 
morning  chaired  the  unwmg  of 
the  Advisoiy  Board  at  Church 
Hcwse.  Westminster,  London  SW1. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Cbkwd-in- 
Chief.  Royal  Cbrps  of  Signals,  this 
afternoon  received  Major-General 
Peter  Davies  upon  relinquishing 
his  appointment  as  Colonel  Com¬ 
mandant  and  Colonel  Alastair  de 
Bretton  Gordon  upon  relinquish¬ 
ing  his  appointment  as  Regimental 
Secretary. 

The  Princess  Royal,  President, 
Save  the  Children  Fund,  this 
evening  attended  the  Festival  of 
Trees  Gala  Dinner  at  the  Natural 
History  Museum.  London  SW7.  ; 
KENSINGTON  PALACE  I 

December  5;  The  Duke  of  Glouces-  ; 
ter  today  visited  Northern  Ireland 
and  was  received  on  arrival  by  the 
Minister  of  Stare  far  Northern 
Ireland  (the  Rt  Hon  Sir  Jfohn 
Wheeler  MF). 

In  the  morning  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness,  Patron.  Council  for  Edu¬ 
cation  in  World  Citizenship,  visited 
Grosvenor  Grammar  School, 
Cameraman  Drive,  Belfast,  and 
was  received  on  arrival  by  Her 
Majesty*  Lord-Lieutenant  far  the 
County  Borough  of  Belfast  (Colo¬ 
nel  Elliott  Wilson). 

Afterwards  the  Dukeof  Glouaes- 
ter  visited  the  new  headquarters  oF 
F  G  Wilson  Engineering  Limited, 
Old  Gienarm  Road.  Larne,  and 
was  received  an  arrival  by  Her 
Majesty*  Lord-Lieutenant  for 
County  Antrim  (the  Lard  O’Neill). 

In  the  afternoon  His  Royal 
Highness  opened  the  Northern 
Ireland  Council  on  Disability* 
“Housing  with  Care  Scheme". 
BaUymaaoss,  Lisburn. 

YORK  HOUSE 

December  5:  The  Duke  of  Kent, 
Grand  Master,  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  this  evening 
attended  the  centenary  dinner  of 
die  Household  Brigade  Lodge,  at 
Wellington  Barracks.  London 
SW1. 


Royal  engagements  Receptions 


Hie  Princess  RoyaL  as  Patron  of 
Citizens  Advice  Scotland,  will  visit 
MaiyhiQ  Citizens  Advice  Bureau. 
1145  MaiyhiQ  Road.  Glasgow,  at 
11-20;  as  Patron  erf  the  National 
Autistic  Society,  will  open  the 
society*  office  In  Scotland,  II 
Union  Street,  at  noon;  and  will 
open  the  new  haematofogy- 
oncology  unit.  Hawthorn  House 
Yorkhill  NHS  Trust,  Royal  Hos¬ 
pital  far  Side  Children.  Glasgow, 
ar  120. 


University  of  Ulster 

Crown  Prince  Hassan  of  Jordan  has 
been  awarded  an  Honorary  Doc¬ 
torate  of  Letters  by  Ulster  University 
for  his  work  in  fostering  peace  and 
inter-faith  rriatktiships.  particularly 
in  the  Middle  East 


Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster 
The  Queen  of  Norway  and  the  Duke 
tf  York  attended  a  reception  given  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress 
of  Westminster  last  night  ar  City  Hall 
before  the  lighting-up  ceremony  of 
the  Norwegian  Christmas  Tree  In 
Trafalgar  Square.  The  Norwegian 
Ambassador  and  die  Mayor  of  Oslo 
and  Mrs  Turi  Mavnoess  were  also 
present. 

Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Mrs  Major 
were  the  hosts  at  a  reception  held 
yesterday  evening  at  KJ  Downing 
Street 


Lincoln’s  Inn 

Mr  Patrick  Talbot  QC  and  Miss 
Sonia  Proudman.  QC  have  been 
elected  Benchers  of  Lincoln* 
Inn. 


Today’s  birthdays 


Mrs  Janet  Anderson.  MP.  47;  Lord 
Ashley  of  Stoke.  CH.  74;  Mr  David 
Barons,  racehorse  trainer.  60;  the 
Right  Rev  Patrick  Barry.  Abbot  of 
Ampfeforth.  79:  Mr  Dave  Brubeck, 
musician.  7  fa  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
John  CadelL  67:  Lord  dunort- 
Davis.  6&  Air  Marshal  Sir  John 
Curtiss.  72;  Lord  Emslk.  77;  Mr 
Gerry  Francis,  football  manager. 
45;  Mr  Derek  HilL  artist,  80;  Mr 
Geoff  Hoon,  MP.  43;  Mr  Jonathan 
King,  broadcaster.  52;  Mrs  Helen 
Liddell.  MP.  4ft  Sir  Richard  Lloyd, 
chairman.  Vidors.  68;  Sir  Nicho¬ 
las  LyelL  QC.  Attorney-General. 


5&  the  Right  Rev  Eric  Mercer, 
farmer  Bishop  of  Exeter,  79;  Sir 
George  Pinker,  fanner  Surgeon- 
Gynaecologist  to  the  Queen.  72: 
Lord  Porter  of  Luddcnham.  OM, 
FRS.76:  Mr  Alastair  Ross  Goobey. 
chief  executive.  Hermes  Pensions 
Management,  51;  Mr  Richard 
Shepherd.  MP.  54:  Sir  Bryan 
Thwaites.  former  chairman.  Wes¬ 
sex.  Regional  Health  Authority.  73; 
Mr  Charles  Vance,  director  and 
theatrical  producer,  67;  die  Right 
Rev  Peter  Walker,  farmer  Bishop 
erf  Ely.  77;  Mr  Peter  Willey, 
cricketer.  47. 


Service  1  Forthcoming 


Honor  Blackman,  the  actress,  moos  Natasha,  a  tow-year-old  patient  at  St  Thomas’  Hospital.  London,  at  the  launch: 
yesterday  of  MetHCinema,  a  new  charity  whose  aim  is  to  improve  patient  care  in  bospitak  by  providiflg  free  dnexna 
screenings  for  patients  and  their  families.  It  hopes  to  open  the  first  cinema-style  auditorium  at  St  Thomas’  next  spring 


Funeral 

LadyTiteheucr-Barreti 
The  funeral  and  service  of  thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  life  of  Lady 
TiRhener-Banett  was  held  on 
Monday.  December  Z  at  St  Mary 
Abbots.  Kensington.  Prebendary 
lan  L.  Robson,  the  Vkax  and  Area 
Dean  of  Kensington,  officiated.  Mr 
Robert  Tftchener-Barrett  (son)  and 
Mr  Greg  Mills  gave  addresses.  Mr 
Alexander  Tutihener-Barrett  and 
Mr  Sebastian  Lenain  (grandsons) 
gave  readings.  Among  those 
present  were: 

Mrs  Georglm  Lenain.  Mrs  Caroline 
Tltchener- Barrett  and  Miss 
Jacqueline  Tlrchener-Barrett 
(daughters),  grandchildren,  other 
members  of  the  family  and  friends 
from  national  and  local  politics  and 
Other  areas  of  her  Ufa. 


Kingston 

University 


Kingston  Univentity  has  conferred 
an  Honorary  Doctorate  of  Science 
on  Sir  Richard  Doll  and  an 
Honorary  Doctorate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  on  Lady  Greengross.  Chief 
Executive  of  AgeConoem.  Mr  Paul 
Jarred,  surgeon  at  Kingston  Hos¬ 
pital,  has  been  appointed  visiting 
professor  in  day  surgery  and  acute 
day  care.  He  delivered  his  inaugu¬ 
ral  lecture  at  Kingston  University 
on  Wednesday.  November  13. 


Binney  Memorial 
Medal 

The  Lord  Mayor  presented  the  Mr 
Aaron  Otuo-Acheunpoag  with  the 
Binney  Memorial  Medal  for  brav¬ 
ery  in  support  of  law  and  order  in 
tin  Metropolis  at  a  ceremony  held 
yesterday  at  Gaklsmiths' HaB.  The 
Lord  Mayor,  who  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  Sheriffs  and  their 
ladies,  also  presented  ocher  brav¬ 
ery  awards. 

Salters'  Company 

Professor  Sir  Robert  May.  FRS, 
Chief  Scientific  Adviser  io  the 
Government,  presented  the  Salt¬ 
ers’  Company  Prize  for  the  Teach¬ 
ing  of  Chemistry  io  Mr  Glynn 
James  of  Christ*  Hospital  at  a 
luncheon  at  Salters'  Hall  yes¬ 
terday.  Mr  A.  Dawson  Paul, 
Master,  presided.  Sir  Robert  also 
presented  prizes  to  graduates  in 
chemistry  and  chemical  engineer¬ 
ing,  to  students  who  had  achieved 
the  best  results  in  the  Salters'  A-  | 
level  Advanced  Chemistry  . 
Examinations  and  to  winners  of  , 
the  Salters'  City  and  Guild  Prizes. 

Appointment 

Mr  lan  Hay  Davison  has  been 
appointed  Pro-Provost  and  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Council  at  the  Royal 
coBege  of  An- 


Memorial 

service 

Cbfand  Lord  Cfydeamtnr,  KT 
The  Queen  was  represented  by  the 
Duke  of  Bucdeudi  and  Queens- 
berry,  KT,  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin 
and  Kincardine,  KT.  ar  a  service  of 
thanksgiving  for  the  life  and  work 
of  Cbfond  Lord  Clydesmmr,  KT, 
hdd  yesterday  in  St  Giles'  Cathe¬ 
dral.  Edinburgh.  The  Princess 
Royal  was  represented  by  Mrs 
David  Bowes- Lyon. 

The  Very  Rev  Gllkasbuig  Mac¬ 
millan.  Minister  of  St  Gila'  and 
Dean  of  die  Thistle,  and  the  Very 
Rev  Dr  WQfiam  Moms.  KCVO. 
Minister  of  Glasgow  Cathedral, 
officiated. 

Lord  Clydesmuir  and  the  Hon 
Andrew  Colville  (sons)  and  Cap¬ 
tain  North  Dalrymple-Haxmhtm 
of  Bargany,  RN.  gave  readings.  Sir 
Hew  Hamihan-Dabymple  gave 
an  address. 

An  escort  party  of  The  Queen* 
Body  Guard  for  Scotland  (Royal 
Company  of  Archers)  under  Con- . 
roand  of  Brigadier.  Major  tbe  Hem 
Sir  Lachlan  Maclean  was  in  , 
attendance.  Among  those  present 
were: 


Requiem 

Mass 

Comte  Jacques  Frtdtiric  Pfllet- 
Wfll 

A  Requiem  Mass  for  Comte 
Jacques  Frttferic  Pffler-WH]  was 
concelebrated  by  the  Rev  Sir  Hugh 
Barretr-Len/iaid  and  Mgr  V.  J.  F. 
Morgan,  who  also  read  the  lesson 
and  gave  an  address,  ar  the  Little 
Oratory.  Brampton  Oratory,  yes¬ 
terday.  Among  others  present 
were: 

La  Co  rates  se  pOlet-wm  (Widow).  U 
Corn  tesse  Patrick  de  Gourcuff 
.  -  -i.  mis  Francis  Mathew 

t-Uwl.  Mr  and  Mis 
Thomas  Mathew.  Mr  and  Mis  Paul 
Bens  and  Mr  and  Mis  Julian 
Williams  (brothers-in-law  and 
slsters-IrAawi.  Mr  Cbades  J  Mathew. 
Mr  Francis  A  Mathew  and  Mr  Robot 
M  Mathew  (btothecs-ln-Isw),  the 
countess  of  Noibuxy,  Mbs  Veronica 
Mathew  and  Miss  Sarah  H  Mathew 
fcwwra-In-iaw].  Mme  Axetle  Coste 
Rune.  Mr  Theobald  D  Mathew.  Mrs 
Robin  Mathew.  Professor  and  Mis 
John  DUkm.  Miss  Ruth.  Dillon,  the 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Bessboroush. 
viscount  Don  cannon.  Lady  Sarah 
Fonsonby.  the  Hon  Matthew  and 
Mrs  Ponsonby.  the  Hon  Charles  and 
Mis  Ponsonby.  Mr  Laurence  Grand. 
Mr  Francis  Grand.  Mr  Charles 
Mathew,  and  other  members  of  tbe 
tvnlfc 

Mr  Kenneth  Balter.  CH.  MP,  and 
Mis  Baker,  Sir  Michael  MaxwelL  Sir 
John  Fretwen.  Comiesse  Adele  de 
Tertre.  Prince  Rnstfelov  Romanoff. 
Mr  ana  Mis  Jim  Hamilton,  Mr  and 
Mis  Edwin  Russell.  Miss  Tania 
RusselL  Miss  Rebecca  Russell.  Mr 
Lucas  Ralll.  Mr  and  Mis  David 
Marlow,  Mr  Basil  Seilers.  Mr  Paul 
Selins.  Mn  John  cousins.  Mr  Jon 
FquldvMr  Thomas  Ponsonby.  Mr 
John  ButtmvicJc. 

Mr  Khodaxfad  Famumfkrmlan, 
Mrs  Marrams  Critcbley,  Mrs  John 
Goellet.  Mr  John  Douglas  Cooper. 
Mr  ana  Mrs  John  Yorke,  Mbs  Juliet 
walker.  Mr  Nicholas  Armstrong,  Mr 
and  Mrs  T  C  Lowndes-Jona.  Mr 
Arthur  Keene.  MrGreg  MeleaanL  Mr 
David  Flaslmons.  Mr  anti  Met  Pip 


Anniversaries 


Latest  wills 

Mabel  Gray  Const  erdine,  of 
Deganwy,  Gwynedd.  left  estate 
valued  ai  0,940320  net 
She  left  ttjaoo  each  to  London  city. 
Mission  and  Manchester  City 
Mission:  £500  each  to  the  RSPB. 
World  WOdlllfe  Fund  -  UK.  Wildfowl 
Trust.  PDSA.  SASRA.  Tear  Fund. 
K5PCA;  16X100  to  the  independent 
Evangelical  Church.  Lhuidudno. 
Residuary  estate  divided  between 
Overseas  Missionary  Fellowship, 
Chinese  Overseas  Christian 
Mission.  Far  East  Broadcasting 
company,  Bible  Society.  Gospel 
-  Recordings,  scripture  Gift  Mission. 

■  Churches  Ministry  Among  the  Jews, 
and  Scripture  Union. 

Frederick  Richard  George  BeU,  of 
London  SW3,  left  estate  valued  at 
E2222.772  net. 

Se  left  E2J500  to  both  St  Luke'S 
lurch.  Sydney  Street.  Chelsea  and 
tbe  special  trustees  of  Westminster 
Hospital,  London;  plus  shares  In 
residuaiy  estate  to  National  Trust, 
RSPB,  National  Art  Collections 
Fund-  and  Honourable  AitOlety 
company  Benevolent  Fund. 

Lilian  Gladys  Gordon,  of  East¬ 
bourne.  East  Sussex,  left  estate 
valued  ar  EZ407J507  neL  i 

Eileen  Atiae  KeBock.  of  Newton  ' 
Abbot,  Devon,  left  estate  valued  at 
£1,984,899  net 

Rosemary  Phyllis  Haynes,  of 
.  Cheam.  Surrey,  left  estate  valued 
,  at  EL588272  net. 

She  left  £10000  each  to  the 
National  Trust.  Guide  Does  fa r  the 
Blind.  Benevolent  Fund  for  the 
Society  of  Chiropodists,  RNXJL  Age 
Concern  England..  Salvation  Army, 
Imperial  Cancer  Research  Fund. 
Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  council 
tor  Research.  British  Red  Crocs. 
rnid.  Mental  Health  Foundation 
and  Animals  Health  Trust 

Howard  Robert  Jackson,  of 
lisvane;  Cardift  left  estate  valued 
al'EL3SZ840  net. 

Edward  Howsfey  Watson,  of 
Canterbury.  Kent,  left  estate  val¬ 
ued  at  £015.028  net 
Arthur  Lambert,  of  Lytham  St 
Aimes.  Lancashire,  Ht  estate  val¬ 
ued  at  EUM6.I89  no. 

He  leftan  option  to  purchase  afl  his 
shares  In  James  Lambert  [Radio)  Lid 
to  his  employees  In  tbe  form  or  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Roger  George  Bacdodu.  oif  Castle 
Bromwich.  Birmingham.  left  es¬ 
tate  valued  at  EJ.U9.754  net. 

John  Upton  Lewis,  of  Brentford. 
Middlesex,'  left  estate  valued  at 
£1,727,459  neL 


dinners 

HACMasdiib . ... 

Colonel  G£.'  Gildiirist.  President 
erf  the  Honourable  Artillery  Com¬ 
pany  Mess  Ctob,  vtetn  die  chair, 
at  a  dinner  tabl-lasE  night -at 
Armoury  House.  '  Mr  'Rqger 
.Young*  General  Sir  Brian  .Kenny. 
Governor,  Royal  Hospital,  Chel¬ 
sea,  and  Colonel  Sir  Robin  Dunn- 
also  spoke. 

Empire  Test  pilots'  School  J  ; ' 
The. Empire. Test  Fifoer  Schotrf. 
hdd  fls  Graduation  Dinner  la sr 

.night  ia  fire  Officers' Mess  arIRAF 
Boscoo^DtJwn  in  the  presence  of 
tbe  FfigJv'Conrmissfoner  for  South 
Aftica.  T^%m  Commmxler  S.L 
HffffiKft.  "Ouktr  Commanding, 
presided.  JLfeutenam  General 
ELA.C.  Droste.  Commander  in  . 
Chief,  Ttie  Royal  Netherlands  Air 
-  Rjrre  was  ihe  Guest  erf  Honour.  15. 


The  MeKeona  TYophy  for  the  Best 
fixed  Wing  PDot  Student  was 
awarded '  »  Captain  H.P. 
•  Kissmarm,  Canadian  Faroes- - 
The  Westland  Trophy  for  the  Best 
Rotary  Wing  -pilot  Student  was 
awarded  to  Capnin  M.  Ptrzznli. 
Italian  Air  fivoe. 

Tbe  Dunlop  Ttophy  far  the  Best 
Flight  .Test  Engmea  Student  was 
awarded  to  Major  B.O.  HuUgren, 
'  Royal  Swedish  Aft-  Force.' 


Pinner 

'  Con^paqyof  Makers  of  Playing 

The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by 
the  Sherift?  and  thor  ladles, 
attended  the  irisiaHarinti  dinner  of 
the  Conmapy  of  Makers  of  Playing 
Cards  hdd  fast  night  at  the 
Mansion.  House.  Mr  MJL 
GoodalL  Master,  presided.  The 
Lend  Mayor.  Mr  JLE.  Thompson 
and  Mr  .  P.D.  Crahbe, .  Senior 
Whrden.  also  spoke.  The  Ck^Hity 
Hi^i  Commissioner  for  Australia, 
the  Master  and  Mistress  Cutler  in 
.  HaHamshire  and  the  Masters  of 
die  Fdtmakerx’,  Paint  er-Sfainas'. 
Glass  Sellers'  and  IUmuoo  Pipe 
Makers*  and  Tobacco  Blenders' 
Companies  and  their  ladies  were 
among  those  presort. 

Pnviors’  Company  .  .%  . 

Mr  John  Luff,  Master  of  tte 
Paviors*  Compamr,  presided  at'  a 
liveiy  dinner  held  last  night  at 
Vintners’  Hafl. 

During  the  evening  the  Master 
presented  the  company*  1996  prize  . 
to  Mr  William  Ricks  for  hjs 
academic  success  and  contrifartion 
to  the  Readership  sponsored  by  the 
company  in  <he  Department  of 
Construction  Management  and 
Engineering  at  Reading 
Umversiiy. 


marriages  f 

LordToapfeaiaa 
and  Mis  S.B.  Edwmfty  - 
The  marriage  of  Lord  Tempdeman 
and  Mrs  Sheila  Edworthy,  widow 
of  Dr  John  Edworthy.  will  take 

■  place  on  December  12  at  HiKfer. 
DrMJJD.Cawky  - 

and  Miss  ,\.L  Chapman  _ 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  MidtaeL  elder  ?on  of  Uie 
fateMrWJ*LS.  Cawfey,  CBE,and 
of  Mis  EJVL  Cawfey.  formerly  of 
Little  Common.  Sussex,  and 
Alison,  dau^iter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
J*L  Chapman.  oTEastbaume. 

Mr  A_SU.  Carina  • 
and  Miss  J.R.  Seaward 
The  engagerhent  is  announced 
between  Adrian,  son  of  Mre  Grace 
Gamon,  of  WHdrington,  Nor- 
th  umber  land,  and  the  late  Mr 
: Brian  Gamon,. and  Jarue., youn¬ 
gest  daughter  of  Mr  Alan  Sea¬ 
ward.  of  Comrie,  Perthshire,  and 
Mrs  David  Nolan. .  of  Baltons- 
borough.  Somerset.  '• 

Mr  J.C.  Macdonald 
aad  Miss  CC  Dalton  Holmes 
Hie  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jamie,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  .. 

•  Euan  MaatonakL  of  London  and 
Bombay,  and  Camffia,  daughter  of 
Mr  /  -and  Mis  Robin  Dalton 
Holm^of  JJenead(ai.RjeQt.  - 
MrD.HLR.  Mona 
and  Mbs  JJLXemnion 
The  :  engagement  is  announced 
.  between  Dominic,  soil  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  M.D.  Mdross,  of  Knights1 
bridge,  -  London,  and  Jennifer, 
daughter  of  Mrs  -Judith  S. 
Lemmon,  of  Austin.^ Texas,  and  Mr 
H-.  Glyen  Lemmon,  of  Denver. 
Colorsda 
MrM-S.H.  Smith 
and  Miss  S-J-  Martfamd 
The  engagement  is.  announced  . 
between  Mark,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Pteter  Hamilton  Smith,  of 
RainhiQ,  Merseyside,  and  Sarah, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Paul  Martkmd,  of  Sudbury,  Suf¬ 
folk  and  Zambia. 

Mr  KB.  Ward  Lffiey 
and  Mrs  C.S.  Piraiott 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Brian  Wind  LiDey.  of 
Wapping.  and  Carin  Pimlon.  of 
^Mmbleaon.  The  marriage  win 
take  place  quietly  ftt  fiteNew  Year. 

Marriage 

Mr  L.VLS.  Lane  " 
and  Mfea  JA  DnUkerfey 
The  mairiage  took  place  yesterday 
very  quietly  bi  Richmond  upon 
Thames,  erf  Mr  Vincent  line, 
younger  sun  of  the  laoe  Mr  Brian 
Lane  and  of  the  late  Mrs  Evdyn 
Lane,  rafe  Long,  to  Miss  Jennifer. 
Dtznkeriey,  youngest  daughter  of 
ttie  late  Mr  Gerald  Dunkeriey  aral 
ctf  MrsDunkertey. 


Institute  of  Actuaries 


BIRTHS:  King  Henry  VI.  reigned 
1422-61  and  1470-71.  Windsor.  1421: 
Elizabeth  Carter,  poet  DeaL  1717; 
Warren  Hastings,  1st  Governor- 
General  of  India.  ChurchfiL 
Oxfordshire  1732;  Richard  H. 
Barham,  author  of  77ie  Ingoldsby 
Legends,  Canterbury,  1788;  Sir 
Oroert  ShwdL  writer.  London. 
1892;  Ira  Gershwin,  composer. 
New  York.  1896. 

DEATHS:  Jean  Baptiste  Chardin, 
paimer.  Paris.  1779;  Joseph  Black, 
chemist,  Edinburgh.  1799;  An¬ 
thony  TroDope,  novelist.  London. 
1882:  Jean  Blanc;  socialist  and 
historian.  Cannes.  1882;  Jefferson 
Davis.  President  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  in  ibe  American  Civil 


War  1861-65,  New  Orleans.  1889; 
Emsr  Werner  von  Siemens,  en¬ 
gineer.  Berlin.  1892, 

Today  is  the  feast,  day  erf  St 
Nicholas,  patron  saint  of  youth, 
popularly  known  as  Santa  Claus. 
Christopher  Columbus  discovered 
Hispaniola,  now  Haiti  and  the 
Dominican  Republic,  1492. 

The  Irish  Free  State  was  pro¬ 
claimed,  W2I. 


Legal  appointment 

Mr  Hannan  John  Leslie  to  be  a 
Queen*  Bench  Master  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Queen*  Bench 
Division,  from  November  27. 


Research  Fund. and  British  Empire 
Cancer  Campaign: 

Cyril  Thomas  Savage,  of  St  Leon¬ 
ards  on  Sea,  East  Sussex,  left  estate 
vaftted  at  £1.518*888  neL 
Colin  Alfred  Matthes,  of 
Gorksion.  Great  Yarmouth.  Nor¬ 
folk,  hft  estate  valued  at  El.478,611 
net. 

Thomas  Lkjyd  Robinson,  of  Stoke 
Bishop,  Bristol,  left  estate  valued  at 
£1.041.072  net 

He  left  £10,000  to  the  Merchants 
venturers  .Chanty  of  the  Society  of 
Merchant  Venturers,  a  ml  to  wycllffc 
College  Education  Trust, 
Stonenaase.  Gloucestershire; 


and  Tire  Canynges  Society, 


Tbe  following  candidates  have 
completed  the  examinations 
requirements  for  five  qualification 
of  Feflawship  of  fife  tnstatite-of 
Actuaries.- 

AroraiN  K(LaGdbti)'-r  =' 

Bacon.  Miss  K  E  (Sydney);  Bar- 
nard.  M  W  (London);  Bendowio.'  R 
B  (Cape  Town);  BirdraD,  MissLM 
(MandNestetj;  Blake.  S  E  (Loindcn);^ 
Bratton.  R  P  (London);  Brftch,  Mrs 
L  (Manchester);  Brogden,  A  I : 
(London);  Brown;  C  A  (Lcndan}; 
Byrne,  CJ  (Dublin) 

Cilfan,  G  L  (Cheltenham);  Chris¬ 
tie,  D  L  (London) 

Davey.  K  W  (Croydon);  De  Haan. 

R  D  (London];  den  Drifter,  T  O 
(London);  Dodhia.  N  (London); 
Draper.  I M  (London) 

Bsher.  S  (London);  Forrest,  C  M 
(Lytham  St  Anries);  Brunt  :N  (Ttf 
Aviv);  Furber.  L  R  (Croydon) 
Gibney,  PJ  a  (Oxford);  Greenland. 

P  (Birmingham);  Griggs,  -  D  " 
(Peterborough) 

Harris.  TJ  (Crtjytkiri);  Hennessy, 

R  A  (Liverpool);  Heron,  41  P 
(Liverpool);  Hobbs.  D  A  (Bristol^ 
Holland  P  (Manchester);  Hope,  T 
E  pohannesbur^;  Hite.  Miss  B  L 
(Cape  Town);  Hunt  JP  (London)  - . 
JewsoruC  P  (London);  JoweffT  G 
L  (Croydon) 

Karodia,  Miss  N  (Oxford  &  Kite, 
Miss  JC  (Croydon);  Knowles.  GG 
(Croydon):  Kostiw,  P  (London) 

Laws,  S  (Birmingham);  Lee,  G  R  ' 
(AucktoHl);  Lewis.  Mrs  _J_  L. 
(London);  Lewry.  M  K  fTunbridge 
Wells):  Lightwood.  •  D  S 
(Binoingham) 

McCrossan.  J  D  (FWwixmwgh); 
McBveen.  Mbs  R  V-  (Londmfit 


-  Malcolm,  Mrs  H  (London);  May,  J 
L  (Glasgow);  MiCdhdL  Miss  -N  S 
(Norwich);  Mody,  R  (London); 
Murphy,  MA  (Croydon);  Murphy, 
MissMEfPutrfifi) 

Naughton,'  C  M  B.  (Du  Win)  . 

QtElaherty,  DT  (Dufalm);Orton,  T 
R(Liverpooi).  -  •  ■ ;  " 

Pearson.  Ms  J  A  (Bristol);  Poon,  K- 
C  S (Petertarou^i) 

Raddait'P  A  (Horsham):  Rebuck, 
M  r  (London);  Richardson.  D  L 
(London):  Robots,  P  J  (Oxford) 
Sander.’ M  A  (Leeds);  Senator,  1 
(London);  Shah..  R  H  (Croydon); 
Shah,  V  J  (London);  Sherry.  Miss 
M  A  (Dublin);  Svakumaran.  P 
(Melbourne);  Skinner,  Ms  J  E 
(Hertford);  Smith.  Miss  J 
(DjrKkjntS61ari,KFM(&oydo^ 
Stndiffe,  S  D  (Leeds);  Sweeney,  G  J 
(Dul£a) 

TbmbuIL  A  J  (Edinburgh}; 
Turner,  A  P  (Dublin);  VassiSades. 
R  R  (Peterborough);  Vulkan,  D  P. 
(London) 

Wakerly.  R  G  (Norwich);  WiDder. 
M  (Norwich);  WQsoo.  D  C  E 
(London);  WroMCirkhara,  C  J 
■  (Lytham  ST  Ames);  Wrenn.  S  A 
(London);  -  Wright.  G  P 
(Birmmghffln);  Young,  M  P 
(Hertford)  -  .  - 

This  list  appeared  in  some 
editions .  of  The  Times 
yestoday. 


Section 

Mr  Dennis  Stevmsan.  Chairman 
of  the  Trustees  trf  the  Tate  Gallery, 
has  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  the 
British  Coimdk  -  -  - 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


Do  not  pJoad  dm  yos  ara  cm 
l®™*  torjou  m  to  90  to 
wbatew  RMpla  I  wad  joo. 
and  ny  tertww  I  Ml  joa 
ea  m,  JtmdUi  1  :  7 


BIRTHS _ 

ncuumr  -  On  14U> 

1996  la  Golldfcnd  loyal 


John,  a  rtaaBfcM.  Eur 
bowlh.iriiMrlMladu. 

LORSDALf  .  On  30rk 
Nor  an  bar,  to  Sigh  and 
Cmlatm,  a  dao^tn;  |Rnlnr 
UmAxj,  •  Ant  ter  Sophia 
and  Tbowm. 

Horabar 
J“6.  to  Ram’- Jana  and 
fiMpban.  B  (OH.  Guy  Bam  a 
toolbar  n  Vaaatta. 

rowm.  -  on  7m  DMutn 
7996,  ai  Qnaan  Mary'* 
Hospital.  Roabanmtoa,  ta 
Nicky  Carfa  Kihi)  and 
Wnttea.  a  son,  Alaandar 


PUUAH  -  Ob  4tb  SaeanbHV  to 
Fiona  (nda  Wilson)  and 
DatU.  1  daHgMfol  son,  Toby 


ROSE  -  On  28tb  ItatulMi 
1996,  to  JEM  (ill 
CbMtteBD)  asa  jm,  ■  sen, 
Adam  William  Danyas. 
Thanks  to  tha  stnff  ar  tea 
loyal  Ha  numb  Ira  County 
Hospital.  tlbdMMt 

WRMTBi  -  On  Dacambar  lat, 
to  Sarab  (nda  wmdns)  and 
Staphan.  a  prado  us 
dangbrar.  Sophia  tndn 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


DEATHS 


BEAOLJEV  -  On  SOte  Novambw 
1996  In  boapltal  ar 


Cad®  BoottX  Funaial  Sarrfoa 

Family  Cbnpal  on 
WHfawadaT  liift  Dacambar 
atljLdS  gn.  nowtoiot 

Laflton  (RoBmtartno 
any  baanat  toHninaASn 
Lti,  19  Sooth  tnaat, 


IUTTIRWUR I H  -  On  3rd 

Dacambar  1996,  nddanly  31 
horn*  at  Ollarton,  Lady 
BRttanmtb.  agad  82  yaan, 
tha  danr  vtt*  ct  tha  lan  ter 
HMUa  Mttaamnth,  orach 
lovad  motimr  and  mothm-in- 
hnr  at  David,  Mkhaal  and 
Bararty  and  balovad 
grand  uvothar  of  Zara  And 
Salt  RaottUm  to  Oodaun'a 
Tunaral  Sarvica,  25 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171 481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


DAVIS  -  On  4th  Dacambar 
paacafnlly  hi  Stratton 
Hospital,  Soda,  Laslla 
Stanley  of  Soda,  Cornwall, 
formerly  of  ICaldanhaad. 
Balovad  hoc  band  of 
Taroalea,  greatly  lovad 
fatnar  of  Carol  and 
Xtnli  mJ 
jSd»  and  graat- 
Sranddanghrat  Jada,  lovad 
daaiSy  hy  Ida  atapdat^htara 
and  Map  nandchlMm. 
Fun  aral  Sarvica  at  St 
Hxmspai  Chnxcb. 
Martamebmch.  Bnda,  on 
tentey  Dacaaihar  lOth  at 
230pm.  Family  flenan  only; 
rtrwmriona  If  daatrad  ter  Tha 
UdAHratteadnlin  c la 
Framnl  Dtaacun  Arthur  W. 
Bryant.  Beds.  Cornwall, 


[  MBLD  -  Tha  Honourable  str 
Basil  ramd  C8E  on  Dacambar 
4th  paacafnlly  at  Oahonta 
agad  93.  tench  lovad  nxtda 


PLUMMIR  -  Mary  Coyle 
Plummer  (nda  Barley), 


mtiaad  by  Ms  tetemda  at 


tat  (03566)  634231. 


CAmUNfiTOH  -  ICaxy  on 
Paoembw  2nd  1996.  rand 
63.  Formariy  Ante.  wMow 
of  Thomas  Daniel  MnUaa 
and  of  Jama*  CanLagtoc. 
Cra  nation,  2  pa  On 
Thnaday  12Ui  nawamftat  at 
Worthing  Cranutorlnm. 
Family  nowars  only  hat 
doMtioai  CO  9t 
Boaplco,  Worthing 
matafuUr  wtalvad  c/o  BD 
Tdba  Ltd.  180  tetmdwatnr 
Road,  Worthfam.  W.  Sx.  Tab 
(01903)2346361 


ELSUVJOWHY  -  On  6tb 
Dacambar  1946  at  Salisbury 
Kcgfstry  Office.  Balpb  to 
Marianna.  With  love  and 
coagra  rule  lions  from  the 


CAMMOU  -  On  Daeambai  lat 
Alexis  Theodora,  derated 
hasbanq,  bsteved  father  and 
baoonmd  friend.  PanwSnTTy 
«  sleep.  Family  eramathra 
took  pace  December  9th. 


MAinaURLSV  -  teaigant,  on 
December  lat  3996.  i 
Cnmmtkm  prime.  A  service 
of  twnhsstvtna  arm  ba  held 
«  St  Andrews  Qwnrh.  OM 
Headington  on  Thusday 
January  16th  1997  ax  li 
non.  Donation  if  tiestmd  to 
the  Abbey# la  id  Society, 
Onenford  Hotme,  Cannot, 
Oxford  0X2  9U.  or  the 
Ateholmon  Home.  Vale 
Hdaaa,  letter  Ostetd,  0X2 
9DDl  Qmcribstkma  may  he 
atm  in  into  a-  nta,  39 
Fairfax  Centra,  xhnbratoa, 

Oxford,  ass  ara. 

HDD  -  (Turn)  Dacambar  3rd 
1996  peacefully  at  St 
Michael's  Hospital.  Don 
Laoghaixe.  Widow  of  BX. 
Kidd.  IhmUy  novwcs  only. 
iovbjl  •  FroterauB  Kenneth 
aged  81  years  of  Exeter 
passed  away  on  4th 
December  1996,  beloved 
haStmad  of  Annie  and  tether 
of  the  teteXaaaetfa  HaariBe. 
Fnaaral  Sarvica  at  St 


December  16th  at  ZX5  pat. 
Family  dowers  only. 
Donations  If  doalxad  to 
Friends  of  Catenae  House 
c/o  FA.  Lloyd  F  ID,  Bridge 
Bond,  Coves. 

nomwoo  -  On  3>d  December 
ri  low  Pmtaaft,  SUpeten  on 
Stour,  Gordon  Alan  Cess 
Norwood,  printer  and 
Publisher  (Konndwood 
PreeaXmoch  IrndMcrtf 
Yhacrin,  Bachri  aad  Chutee 
and  loving  Grandfather  to 
Alexander  Sophia,  Lacy  and 
tooea-Ameral  at  St  Pates-  ad 
vincula,  Katiay,  Banbury, 
Oxoa.  os  Friday  13th 
December  at  230  pm. 
Flowers  to  Wisdom  and 
Adams,  Son  them  Street, 


OJN  (01926)  640386. 


test  peacefully  at  fearaTan 


Wednesday  nth  December 

at  20  an,  followed  by 

Interment  at  Topabam 
Cuumrary- 

adULmra  -  See  Cmiagton. 


Benedict.  Cremation  at 
ChUtena  Cnmaurinm, 
Amenlimm,  on  December 

12tb  et  12  noon.  No  fkmnm 
teartonettenete  Uenpleoae , 

ftiMniUlwi  «a  Serfage 

HtHHH  -  At  Prnmcbapet 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  on 

SSZTUZ2 

fscp,  beloved  of 

Beryl,  tether  of  Binbeth, 
.Tirnmliie  and  Fteaeea  aS 
grandfather  of  Codon  end 
Patrick.  Tbe  funeral  took 
place  an  December  2nd. 


mother  of  Jfi rebate.  GUas 
and  Bridget,  died  at  bar 
bpaaeln  Bagmen  flora  sr.  on 
lot  Deosmber  1996.  egad  88 

years.  A  memorial  ia*rlee 
rill  be  held  at  Weotgote 
Qnqtel,  Xenea,  at 230 pm  cm 
Thursday  12th  Deoeetbwr. 

PflMrt1*11*  itL  Htes  rari||nrw 

ter  the  National  AntteSt 
SoelMy  or  far  the  MU,  stay 
be  sent  to  Cooper  A  Son 
Funeral  Service,  42  High 

&nsi'  aess*  w  2dd 

001273  475687). 

ROWLANDS -Haste*  ley  died 
jeacefnDy  un  3rd  December 
3996.  All  onqnlriea 
concerning  rtUteral 
ercrngeownta  to  Itatem  A 
Co.  (Kef  LSW/BACX  55 
Catnon  Now,  anteten, 
«a«L  let  (0121) ”233^ 
100ft. 

none  -  See  Cmringun. 
SUTn  -  WUllaa  Sea. 

ISZftZ&gSSK 

the  mteUn  fovhm  briber  of 
TteR,  Judy  and  Jenny  and 
pwttnber  of  Trite.  ifdaXam 
and  mn  Fnaaral  ssanin a 
£f  2-30  pm  A n  Saints 
Gomel!,  Oqi 

WRitnraitey  Daramber  31th. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  If  desired  to 
Joseph  Weld  Hospice, 


George  Herbert,  5th  Eari 
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gedSd.  beloved  hwebend  of 
ragne. jute^e  Kn^bmcae 

wm  mhe  pfooe  at  230  pm  on 


SERVICES 
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flowers  only  please  hut 
donations  if  desired  to 
Cancer  Kalla*  Macmillan 
Fund  London  Events.  AD 
eimntrlei  and  donations  to 
Strutt  te  Farkor,  2  St 
Jtergarata  Street, 

OraeeAnnr  Kent  CXI  2TP 
Tel:  03227  49X323.  A 
Memorial  Service  wtU  be 
held  la  the  New  teen  The 
date  and  venue  will  be 
announced  In  the  near 
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Obituaries 


JOHN  VASSALL 


babrak  karmal 


John  Vassal!,  Soviet  spy. 
died  last  month  aged  76. 
He  was  born  on 
September  24, 1920. 


As  a  junior  employee 
of  the  British  Embas¬ 
sy  in  Moscow  in  the 
mid-1950s,  John  Vas¬ 
sal!  must  have  seemed  an  easy 
target  to  the  KGB.  He  was  no 
ideological  zealot  nor  was  he 
one  of  those  insouciant  high¬ 
flyers  who  betray  their  country 
seemingly  for  the  hell  of  it  But 
he  was  naive,  insecure  and 
socially  ambitious,  while  his 
homosexuality  made  him  vul¬ 
nerable  to  blackmail  and  his 
vanity  was  all  roo  susceptible 
to  greed. 

There  followed  a  classic 
entrapment,  as  threats  and 
compromising  photographs 
gave  way  to  flattery  and 
financial  inducements,  and 
the  intelligence  demanded 
grew  ever  more  serious  and 
secret.  From  1954  until  his 
arrest  in  1962.  Vassal!  supplied 
his  Soviet  controllers  with  an 
unceasing  flow  of  documents 
and  information,  first  from  the 
Moscow  Embassy,  then  from 
the  Admiralty  in  London. 

Vassall  was  never  more 
than  a  low-level  functionary, 
but  there  was  nothing  low- 
level  about  the  damage  he  was 
able  to  inflict  His  treachery 
was  undoubtedly  serious,  for 
at  various  times  in  his  career 
he  had  access  to  vital  informa¬ 
tion:  but  the  questions  it  raised 
were  more  serious  still.  If  the 
KGB  had  spotted  Vassall  as 
an  obvious  recruit  why  had 
the  British  not  spotted  him 
sooner? 

Vassall *s  trial  ended  for  him 
with  a  sentence  of  18  years' 
imprisonment  But  the  trial  in 
which  the  British  Establish¬ 
ment  found  itself  caught  up 
was  to  go  on  rather  longer.  By 
the  time  it  ended,  one  junior 
minister  had  resigned,  doubts 
had  been  raised  about  the 
efficiency  of  Britain’s  intelli¬ 
gence  apparatus,  relations  be¬ 
tween  Government  and  the 
press  had  been  irrevocably 
changed.  Moreover,  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  suspicion  and  mis¬ 
trust  engendered  by  the 
Vassall  case  almost  certainly 
contributed  to  Harold  Mac¬ 
millan’s  mishandling  of  die 
Profumo  affair,  which  was  the 
prologue  to  his  foil  from  office 
in  October  1963. 

William  John  Vassall  (he 
hated  his  first  name  and 
preferred  to  use  his  second) 
was  bom  in  St  Bartholomew’s 


Edward  Kassner.  music 
publisher,  died  on 
November  19  aged  76.  He 
was  born  on  February  28. 

1920. 

WHEN  BBC  Radio  broadcast 
The  Edward  Kassner  Story  in 
July  1991,  it  was  paying  tribute 
to  one  of  the  last  great  music 
publishers  and  a  man  widely 
recognised  in  the  popular 
music  industry  around  the 
world.  But  for  Edward 
Kassner,  music  was  more 
than  just  a  business;  it  was  the 
lucky  talisman  that  never 
deserted  him  throughout  a 
long  and  successful  career. 

Bom  in  Vienna,  of  Jewish 
parentage.  Kassner  nurtured 
aspirations  towards  writing 
operas  at  an  early  age.  But  any 
plans  in  this  direction  he  may 
have  had  were  cut  short  by 
Hitler’s  annexation  of  Austria 
in  March  1938.  At  17  he 


Hospital,  to  which  his  father, 
later  to  be  part-time  curate  at 
St  James’s.  Piccadilly,  was 
then  attached  as  chaplain.  His 
mother  was  a  nurse. 

He  was  sent  to  a  boarding 
school  at  Seaford  in  Sussex, 
then  at  the  age  of  13  to 
Monmouth  School.  A  medio¬ 
cre  scholar  with  no  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  games,  he  had  a 
reputation  as  the  best-dressed 
boy  in  the  school  but  also 
acquired  the  nickname  “Serf1, 
for  his  servility  towards  his 
elders  and  eagerness  to  please. 

At  17  he  tried  to  volunteer  for 
flying  duties  with  the  RAF  but 
was  rejected.  After  jobs  in  a 
City  branch  of  the  Midland 
Bank  and  as  a  temporary  clerk 
in  the  Admiralty,  he  was 
finally  called  up  in  1943  and 
trained  as  an  RAF  photogra¬ 
pher.  in  which  capacity  he 
served  with  137  Wing  in  West¬ 
ern  Europe.  The  benefits  of 
this  training,  he  later  admit¬ 
ted.  could  be  seen  in  the  work 
he  did  with  the  Min  ox  camera 
that  he  was  given  by  the  KGB. 

Vassal]  joined  the  Admiralty 
as  a  clerk  in  1948,  and  in  1952 
went  to  Moscow  on  the  staff  of 
the  British  Naval  Attache.  On 
the  business  cards  he  used 
there  he  described  himself, 
rather  grandly,  as  “junior 
attach^".  and  it  seems  he  was 
unhappy  with  the  protocol  and 
snobberies  of  Embassy  life. 

Seeking  friends  outside,  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
Pole  named  Mikhailsky  who 
introduced  him  to  the  secret 
world  of  homosexual  Moscow. 
It  was  in  1954.  at  a  party  in  a 
private  room  of  a  restaurant 
near  the  Bolshoi  theatre,  that 
‘  he  was  photographed  in  a 
variety  of  compromising 
positions. 

Shown  the  photographs  at  a 
meeting  with  two  KGB  offi¬ 
cers.  he  was  asked  initially  to 
supply  information  of  a  fairly 
general  kind.  Gradually  the 
demands  became  more  specif¬ 
ic.  and  at  Christmas  1955  he 
received  his  first  payment,  of 
2,000  roubles  (then  about  £50). 

Vassal!  later  insisted  that  at 
this  time  he  did  not  regard  his 
actions  as  espionage.  Though 
worried  about  what  he  was 
getting  into,  he  claimed  that  he 
felt  unable  to  confide  in  the 
Ambassador.  Sir  William 
Hayter.  whom  he  regarded  as 
cold,  aloof  and  forbidding. 
Hayter  was  to  say  that,  had  he 
been  consulted,  he  would  have 
arranged  to  have  Vassall  sent 
home,  as  had  been  done  in 
"one  or  two  other  cases".  The 


escaped  across  Germany  to 
The  Netherlands.  Belgium 
and  eventually  England,  sur¬ 
viving  by  a  combination  of  his 
wits  and  his  music. 

Kassner  had  hardly  been  a 
year  in  England  before  —  like 
many  other  anti-Nazi  Ger¬ 
man,  Austrian  and  Italian 
refugees  of  the  time  —  he 
found  himself  rounded  up  and 
interned  in  May  1940.  He  was 
shipped  off  to  Australia  in  the 
SS  Dunera.  Later,  when  he 
was  allowed  to  return,  he 
joined  the  British  Army,  serv¬ 
ing  in  France  and  Germany 
from  1941  to  1945  as  an 
interpreter  attached  to  a  Cana¬ 
dian  rank  corps. 

By  1944  he  had  married  an 
Englishwoman  and  started 
his  company,  the  Edward 
Kassner  Music  Co.  One  night 
in  France  during  heavy 
bombardment  by  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  Kassner  wrote  what 


salt 


admission  that  such  things 
had  happened  before,  and  the 
question  of  how  soon  Vassall 
had  in  fact  been  suspected 
within  the  Embassy,  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  subsequent  trial. 

Vassal!  seems  genuinely  to 
have  thought  that  his  troubles 
would  end  with  his  return  to 
London.  They  did  not  and, 
back  in  the  Admiralty  where 
Lord  Carrington  was  First 
Lord,  he  found  himself  being 
run,  from  a  fiat  in  Pelham 
Court.  South  Kensington,  by 
the  now  notorious  Russian 
spymaster  Nikolai  Borisovich 
Rodin,  a  counsellor  at  the 
Soviet  Embassy  who  had  also 
controlled  George  Blake  and 
the  members  of  the  Rutland 
spy  ring. 


That  Vassall  should  have 
escaped  suspicion  in  Moscow 
seems  remarkable;  that  he 
should  have  continued  to  es¬ 
cape  it  in  London  is  almost 
beyond  belief.  As  a  junior  clerk 
in  the  Admiralty  earning  £750 
a  year,  he  was  living  in  a  £400- 
a-year  flat  in  Hood  House, 
Dolphin  Square,  wearing 
Savile  Row  suits  and  taking 
frequent  foreign  holidays.  His 
Russian  paymasters  were  by 
now  paying  him  between  £500 
and  £700  a  year. 

Eventually  the  obvious  gap 
between  his  modest  income 
and  his  lavish  expenditure  did 
bring  him  to  official  attention, 
and  a  raid  on  his  flat  revealed, 
hidden  in  a  secret  compart¬ 
ment  in  a  wardrobe,  ten  films 
with  140  pictures  of  some  17 


EDWARD  KASSNER 


m 
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would  in  1946  become  his  first 
big  hit  Sung  by  Vera  Lynn,  it 
was  entitled  How  Lucky  You 
Are. 

In  the  early  1950s,  Eddie 
Kassner  amassed  a  string  of 
hit  songs  with  recordings  by 
Frank  Sinatra.  Perry  Como. 
Nat  King  Cole,  Vera  Lynn. 


Anne  Shelton  and  many 
others.  In  1951  he  opened  an 
office  in  New  York.  His  ability 
to  pick  a  winning  sang  and 
promote  it  established  his 
reputation  in  the  postwar  era. 

Ambitions  for  a  Kassner 
worldwide  empire  began  to 
grow’  with  the  acquisition  of 
various  copyrights  and  cata¬ 
logues  that  included  Cecil 
Lennox.  Harry  Roy’s  J.  Norris 
Music,  Yale  Music  and,  by  the 
end  of  the  decade,  Albert  Von 
Tilzer’s  Broadway  Music 
Corp.  The  latter  held  Ameri¬ 
can  standards  such  as  You 
Made  Me  Love  You,  I'll  Be 
With  You  In  Apple  Blossom 
Time  and  Take  Me  Out  To 
The  Ball  Game. 

Kassner's  great  coup,  how¬ 
ever,  was  a  song  that  changed 
the  face  of  popular  music. 
Rock  Around  The  Clock.  He 
paid  $250  for  something  that 
many  of  his  contemporaries 
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ANDREW.  FRED  ANDREW  btc  of 
Cofwjn  Bag.  djrwJ  ibed  dm  oa  Z? 

I—>t  I9Q6 
■T— »  doexi  UUXBx 

AVER  ILL.  DERRICK  STANLEY 
AVEROL  Irir  of  Hammnmfli.  loaim 
W6  M  aa  Ntai  Lonflua  W6  on  7 
Nn.rmhrr  I9W 
lEot  abao  £24.0001 
BREWER  TOK.  PATRICIA  UUAN 
BRBWERTQN  Spiaalcf  liM  of 
SoDtbKuk.  Loodon  SCI  djad  dor  aa 
3)  Dmte  NW 
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BROWN.  CHARLES  HORACE 
FREDERICK  BROWN  but  at 
BamoUmck  W«i  Yoctatire.  died 
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Admiralty  documents.  This 
formed  the  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  at  his  trial. 

The  security  questions 
raised  by  his  conviction  were 
far-reaching,  and  George 
Brown,  deputy  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  used  them  to  goad 
and  harry  Macmillan's  Gov¬ 
ernment.  A  tribunal  under 
Lord  Raddiffe  was  finally  set 
up  to  investigate  them.  Mac¬ 
millan  hoped  that  its  findings 
would  help  to  dispel  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  bitterness  and  suspi¬ 
cion  created  by  the  case.'  "I 
feel"  he  said,  “that  the  time  has 
come  for  men  of  propriety  and 
decency  not  to  tolerate  the 
growth  of  what  I  can  only  call 
die  spirit  of  Titus  Oates  or 
Senator  McCarthy." 

Raddiffe  seemed  keen  to  put 


had  turned  down.  Yet,  within 
18  months.  Rock  Around  The 
Clock  was  a  sensation,  gener¬ 
ating  record  sales  of  more 
than  $170  million.  Today  it 
holds  pride  of  place  in  Wash¬ 
ington's  Honour  Roll  of  Hits. 

Eddie  Kassner’s  successes 
during  the  late  1950s  and  early 
1960s  spanned  a  wide  range  of 
musical  styles  and  tastes. 
From  the  dasstc  rhythm  and 
blues  of  Chuck  Willis,  whose 
mournful  /  Feet  So  Bad  was 
recorded  by  Elvis  Presley, 
through  the  teeny  bop  Bobby's 
Girl  to  big  ballads,  like  the 
Ivor  Noveuo  award-winning 
Portrait  of  My  Love,  the  hits 
kept  coming. 

Then  in  1964,  with  the 
British  invasion  in  full  swing, 
a  band  called  The  Kinks  was 
signed  up  in  a  management 
and  publishing  deaL  A  string 
of  worldwide  hits  ensued, 
starting  with  You  Really  Got 
Me,  followed  by  All  Day  and 
All  of  the  Night,  Tired  of 
Waiting  For  You  and  A  Well 
Respected  Man.  After  almost 
20  years,  England  had  again 
become  the  focal  point  of 
Eddie  Kassner's  business.  In 
1966.  he  set  up  President 
Records.  Within  a  year,  the 
label  had  achieved  its  first 
chart  success  with  records  by 
The  Symbols  and  Felice  Tay¬ 
lor.  the  latter  a  Tap  20  entry 
for  the  Barry  White-written  / 
Feel  Love  Cornin'  On.  His  next 
discovery  was  Britain's  first 
successful  racially-mixed 
group.  The  Equals,  who 
stormed  to  the  top  of  every 


the  press  itself  on  trial  over  the 
Vassall  case  —  literally  so,  in 
the  case  of  two  journalists 
jailed  for  refusing  to  reveal  the 
sources  of  stories  that  Vassal! 
had  been  suspected  sooner 
than  was  officially  admitted. 

The  tribunal  found  sane 
inadequacies-  in  the  vetting 
procedure,  but  no  evidence  of 
culpability.  Apart  from  Regi¬ 
nald  Raster  of  the  Daily 
Sketch  uxid  Brendan  MuJh 
holland  of  the  Daily  Mail,  th  e 
.  principal  casualty  of  the  affair 
turned  out  to  be  Thomas 
Galbraith,  MP  for  Glasgow 
Hillhead  and  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  during  Vassall’s 
time  there. 

In  response  to  gossip  about 
the  relationship  between  Gal¬ 
braith  and  Vassal!,  the  Mac¬ 
millan  Government  took  the 
extraordinary  step  of  publish¬ 
ing  an  exchange  of  letters 
between  the  two  men.  It  sug¬ 
gested  considerably  greater 
familiarity  than  might  then 
have  been  expected  between  a 
junior  minister  and  a  very 
junior  derk,  but  it  seemed 
wholly,  innocent.  Vassall  was 
always  to  deny  impropriety. 
Raddiffe  cleared  Galbraith  of 
any  complicity  but  the  MP 
nonetheless  had  felt  compelled 
to  resign  from  die  post  he  had 
subsequently  taken  up  in  the 
Scottish  Office. 

Released  after  ten  years  as  a 
model  prisoner,  Vassall  was  to 
exert  a  further  bizarre  influ¬ 
ence  on  British  politics  when 
allegations  about  his  1960s* 
association  with  Sir  Fergus 
Montgomery  were  passed  to 
the  Prime  Minister's  office  by 
a  former  MP,  Humphry 
Berkeley,  allegedly  helping  to 
bring  about  Montgomerys 
resignation  as  parliamentary 
private  secretary  to  Margaret 
Thatcher.  At  his  trial,  in  later 
interviews,  and  in  his  mem¬ 
oirs,  published  in  1974,  Vassall 
made  much  of  die  idea  of 
homosexuals  in  high  places. 

In  general,  however,  after 
his  release  in  1972  he  sought 
and  found  obscurity.  A  Roman 
Catholic  convert,  befriended  in 
prison  by  Lord  Longford,  he 
spent  sortie  time  in  a  monas¬ 
tery,  then  worked  in  an  an¬ 
tique  shop,  and  took  various 
posts  as  an  archivist  and  derk. 
He  changed  his  name  to  John 
Hiillips. 

His  death  from  a  heart 
attack  went  unreported  for  a 
fortnight.  His  body  was  ere-, 
mated  after  a  private  funeral 
on  Tuesday  at  the  Brompton 
Oratory. 


European  chart  with  Baby 
Come  Back,  writtoi  by  die 
teenage  band  member  Eddy 
Grant 

Success  continued  through 
the  1970s,  both  in  songs  and 
records.  A  licensing  deal  with 
a  small  Miami-based  indepen¬ 
dent  TK  Records,  brought  the 
1974  disco  phenomenon  and 
bestseller.  Rock  Your  Baby  by . 
George  McCrae,  while  giving 
President  its  second  No  I.  On  a 
visit  to  the  Florida  company, 
Eddie  heard  the  B-side  of  a 
then  unknown  group  and 
again  proved  his  uncanny 
knack  for  judging  popular 
taste.  He  brought  the  tapes 
back  to  England  and  weeks 
later.  Queen  of  Clubs  was 
high  in  the  UK  Top  Ten 
leading  to  a  run  of  hits  for  K  C 
&  The  Sunshine  Band.  . 

The  1980s  saw  production 
deals  with  rode  legends  Den¬ 
ny  Laine,  Eddie  Hardin,  Ray 
Fenwick  and,  most  significant¬ 
ly.  keyboard  wizard  Rick 
Wakeman,  whose  12-year  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  Kassner 
group,  first  as  artist  and  then 
as  writer,  produced  nearly  30 
albums  and  over  a  hundred 
copyrights.  President,  now  in 
its  1 3th  year  of  business,  has 
become  one  of  the  longest- 
established  independent 
record  companies  owning 
many  hundreds  of  master 
recordings.  The  publishing 
companies  contain  some 
14,000  copyrights. 

Edward  Kassner  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Eileen  and  three 
sons  and  two  daughters. 


Babrak  Karmai,  Prime 
Minister  and  then 

President  of  Afghanistan 

from  1979  to  I486,  died  in 

Moscow  of  liver  cancer 

on  December  1  aged  67. 

He  was  born  in  1929. 

IN  A  seven-year  stewardship 
of  his  war- torn,  country,  co¬ 
cooned  by  the  armed  might  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  Babrak 
Karmal  found  himself  in¬ 
creasingly  a t  sea  in  a  mael¬ 
strom  of  intractable  problems. 
But  this  was  a  position  he 
shared  with  his  Russian  pay¬ 
masters  who,  in  spite  of  pour¬ 
ing  in  massive  military  aid  for 
his  regime,  were,  in  the  aid.  to 
take  what  was  perhaps  their 
first  significant  backward 
step,  in.  geopolitical  terras, 
since  the  end  of  the  Second 
World  War. 

Karmal  had  come  to  power 
on  Christmas  Day.  1979,  on 
the  points  of  5,000  Russian 
bayonets.  By  the  time  Moscow 
had  despaired  of  its  by  now 
alcoholic  puppet  in  1986  and 
had  him  removed,  the  number 
of  its  troops  in  Afghanistan 
had  risen  to  120,000  and  the 
Red  Army,  itself  facing  prob¬ 
lems  of  drink  and  drug  abuse 
in  its  ranks,  was  becoming 
haunted  by  the  unfamiliar 
spectre  of  military  defeat 

The  principal  opposition  to 
Karmal *s  Soviet-backed  re¬ 
gime  came  from  Islamic 
rebels,  armed  by  the  US,  who 
saw  the  situation  in  Afghani¬ 
stan  as  a  highly-promising 
way  of  waging  the  Cold  War. 
But  as  Karmal  and  his  succes¬ 
sors.  whether  Moscow-backed 
or  of  Islamic  fundamentalist 
persuasion,  were  to  find,  the 
Afghan  problem  was  never 
merely  a  two-sided  one.  From 
their  lair  in  the  Pan  j  shir 
Valley  the  independently- 
minded  General  Masood  and 
his  fighters  presented  a  sepa¬ 
rate  threat  to  Karmal,  much 
as  they  do  to  the  government 
of  Taleban  fundamentalists  a 
decade  later. 

A  Persian-speaker.  Babrak 
Karmal  was  the  son  of  an 
array  general  and  provincial 
governor.  He  grew  up  in 
Kabul,  where  he  went  to  a 
German-language  secondary 
school.  He  subsequently  en¬ 
tered  Kabul  university  to 
study  law  and  political  sci¬ 
ence.  but  his  studies  were 
interrupted  for  five  years 
when  he  was  imprisoned  for 
Marxist  agitation. 

When  he  eventually'  ob¬ 
tained  his  degree  he  served  for 
a  year  in  the  army  and  then 
worked  for  eight  years  in  die 
Ministry  of  Planning  until,  in 
1965.  he  helped  to  unite  the 
communist  movement  of  sev¬ 
eral  factions  into  a  single 
party,  the  People’s  Democratic 
Party  of  Afghanistan  (PDPA). 
Also  in  that  year,  he  was 
elected  to  the  lower  house  of 
parliament,  where  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  reputation  for  his 
oratory  and  a  hot  temper. 

Two  years  later,  Karmal 
broke  away  from  the  largely 
pro-Chinese  PDPA  to  found 
his  own  party,  the  Parch  am 
(flag),  named  after  the  ideolog¬ 
ical  news-sheet  he  edited.  The 
new-grouping  was  pro-Soviet, 
but  a  gradualist  rather  than  a 
revolutionary  party. 

Karmal  remained  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  pariiampit  until  1973. 
During  this  time  the  New 
Democracy  regime  of  Shah 
Mohammed  Zahir  was  in¬ 
creasingly  undermined  by  in¬ 
efficiency,  corruption,  a  lack  of 
foreign  aid  and  a  drought 
which  killed  some  100,000 
people  and  decimated  live¬ 
stock.  The  streets  of  Kabul 
were  the  daily  battleground  of 
zealots  of  the  various  creeds. 

When  the  king's  cousin  and 
former  prime  minister.  Prince 
Daoud  Khan,  who  had  once 
appointed  Karmai'S  father  to 
the  governorships  of  Herat 
and  Pakhtia,  overthrew  the 
monarchy  in  July  1973, 
Karmai’S  followers  in  the 
armed  forces  readily  joined 
hands  with  him  and 
Parch  ami  tes  were  given.  Cabi¬ 
net  posts.  But  Daoud  refused 
to  share  meaningful  power 
with  his  partners  and  did  not 
carry  out  many  of  the  reforms 
he  had  promised.  Within  two 
years  hie  had  closed  all  the 


independent  newspapers  in 
the  land.  Later  on,  still,  he 
dismissed  parliament  _  and 
banned  all  political  parties. 

In  1977,  the  two  major  wings 
of  the  former  PDPA,  the  Khalq 
(masses)  under  Nur- 
Mohanunad  Taraki  and 
Hafizullah  Amin,  and  the 
Parcham  under  Karmal.  re¬ 
constituted  ft  into  a  single 
party  once  more  and  stepped 
up  their  clandestine  efforts  to 
jrecruit  within  the  officer  corps 
of  the  armed  forces.  In  April 
1978  large  demonstrations 
against  the  assassination  of 
Karmai'S  chief  ideologist 
forced  Daoud  to  arrest  the 
three  communist  leaders.  But 
it  was  already  too  late.  Some 
300  junior  officers  overthrew 
and  murdered  the  president. 

In  the  new  Democratic  Rc- 
pubtic  of  Afghanistan,  Taraki 
became  both  president  and 
prime  minister,  while  Amin 
and  Karmal  became  his  depu¬ 
ties  in  both  posts.  But  the  old 
rivalries  soon  resurfaced.  In 
July  1978.  Karmal  and  his 
long-time  mistress.  Dr 
Anahita  Ratebzad,  were  sent 
as  ambassadors  to  Czechoslo¬ 
vakia  and  Hungary.  A  few 
months  later  they  were 
ordered  to  return  to  Kabul, 
but  instead,  they  raided  the 
safe-boxes  of  their  embassies 
and  threw  themselves  on  the 
mercy  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  1979  Amin  murdered 
Taralti,  declared  himself  presi¬ 
dent  and  showed  signs  of 
loosening  his  links  with 
Moscow.  In  December  5,000 
Soviet  troops  were  air-lifted 
into  Kabul,  where  they  over¬ 
threw  and  killed  Amin  and 
replaced  him  with  Karmal. 
What  was  effectively  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  a  non-aligned  country 
by  a  superpower  was  widely 
condemned,  and  Karmal  set 


about  initiating -policies  that 
might  endear  the  government 
to  the  mass  of  the  population, 
thousands  of  whom  had  fled 
into  exile  in  Pakistan  and  Iran. 
He  tried  to  give  an  impression 
of  increasing  emancipation 
from  fixe  S(7viet  Union,  per¬ 
suading  non-party  personal¬ 
ities  to  join  his  administration. 
But  this  was  oontradicated  by 
a  massive  build-up  of  Soviet 
troops.  Western.  Iranian  and 
Arab  aid  to  Muslim  guerrillas 
gained  momentum  and  the 
Afghan  army  suffered  from 
widespread  desertion.  Af¬ 
ghanistan  became  a  battle¬ 
ground.  By  the  summer  of 
1980  at  least  80  per  cent  of  the 
country  was  in  file  grip  of  the 


•  On  the  positive  side,  the 
Karmal  government  could 
point  to  the  beginning  of  the 
emancipation  of  women 
among  its  achievements,  a 
process  continued  under  his 
successor  Muhammad 
Najibullah  but  abruptly  re¬ 
versed  by  Afghanistan's  new 
masters.  But  file  Soviet  leader¬ 
ship  was  becoming  embar¬ 
rassed  fry  Karmai'S  slide  into 
alcoholism.  In  May  19S6 
Najibullah  succeeded  him  as 
general  secretary  of  the  PDPA 
and  in  November  relieved  him 
of  all  his  political  posts.  Sent  to 
the  Soviet  Union,  Karmal 
■spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  a 
dacha  on  the  Black  Sea  until 
illness  compelled  his  admit¬ 
tance  to  a  Moscow  hospital. 
Najibullah  was  himself  over¬ 
thrown  by  Islamic  rebels  in 
1992  alter  the  Soviet  Union 
had  withdrawn  all  military 
and  economic  aid.  He  was 
executed  by  Taleban  funda¬ 
mentalists  last  September. 

Karma!  and  Dr  Ratebzad 
never  married  and  had  no 
children. 


THE  CANADA  WAR. 

A  BATTLE  —  PATRIOTS  VICTORIOUS. 
(From  the  Socketfs  Harbour  Journal  Extra) 
“The  'neam  boat  Oneida,  just  arrived  from 
Ogdensburgh,  brings  the  following  news:- 
“A  severe  engagement  look  place  at  Prescott 
yesterday,  commencing  at  8  a.m..  and  lasting 
seven  hours,  between  the  Patriots  and  the 
British  luroes.  About  500  Patriots  and  300 
Brmsh-regukrs.  together  with  some  militia 
were  engaged.  The  battle  rook  place  about  a 
mile  bdow  Prescott,  the  Patriots  having 
possession  of  several  stow  buildings.  Several 
were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides.  The 
British,  iiowever.  sustained  by  far  the  heaviest 
kss.  Colonel  Young,  die  British  commander, 
was  among  the  killed,  his  body  being  pierced 
wiih  seven  balls.  The  British  were  twice 
repulsed  by  the  Patriots,  and  finally  left  die 
field  lo  wait  for  reinforcements. 

“During  the  action  the  British  put  their 

dead  and  wounded  into  a  bam.  behind  which 

they  sheltered  themselves,  and  the  Patriots  to 
dislodge  them  set  It  on  fire,  when  it  was 
consumed,  together  with  its  concents: 
immediately  after  which  the  British  retreated 
to  Prescoff,  for  the  last  lime. 

“The  steam-boat  United  States  and  two 
schooners  were  seized  yesterday  by  die  United 
States  Marshal,  under  the  neutrality  law.  and 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  6, 1838 


In  1791  Canada  was  separated  into  two  parts 
—  Upper  and  Lower,  each  wish  its  om 
government.  In  1837  a  revolt  in  Upper 
Canada  was  soon  quelled.  The  Act  of  Union 
in  1840  joined  the  two  countries. 

are  now  on  their  way  to'  this  port  under  Jus 
charge.  Mr  Foster,  die  steersman  of  the 
steam-boat  United  States,  was  killed  by  a 
grape  shot  from  the  British .  steam-boat 
Experiment,  yesterday.  The  Experiment  then 
attempted  ro  rundown  the  schooner  Charlotte, 
but  was  fired  into  fry  the  Patriots  on  board  of 
her.  killing  six  and  wounding  Dvei  after  which 
the  Experiment  retreated  to  Prescott. 

“A  small  boat  containing  four  or  five 
Patriots,  crossing  -from  Ogdensburgh  to 
Prescott,  was.  fired  into  by  the  British  steam¬ 
boat.  Cbburg  and  disabled  and  then  she  ran 
alongside  and  fired  down  upon  diem,  sinking 
the  .boat  and  tolling  every  person  on  board.- 


The  Montreal  Herald  of  the  16th  has  the 
Following  in  reference  to  the  affair  at  Prcscau:- 
“  Information  was  received  late  on  Tuesday 
evening  that  800  men.  with  eight  pieces  of 
artfllwy  had  approached  Prescott,  from  the 
opposite  shore,  on  the  morning  of  Monday, 
about  10  o'clock,  and  failed  in  an  attempt  to 
run  two  large ;  schooners  alongside  the  wharf, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  steamers  United 
States  and  Paul  Pry,  about  500  men  of  the 
sympathisers,  with  three  guns,  disembarked 
about,  two  miles  bdow  the  town.  The 

Experiment,  a  Govemnwm  armed  steamer  of 

small  size,  arrived  at  5  o'clock  -on  Monday 
afternoon,  and  exchanged  several  shots  with 
the  steamer  United  States,  oneofwhidi  struck 

her,  and  caused  so  much  damage  that  she  was 
compdled  to  retire  lo.Ogdensburgh  to  get 
necessary  repairs.  The  93rd  Regimenr  would 
»?  at  Cornwall  yesterday  morning,  another 
regunem  was  ordered  on  tfKrmarefcand  two 
companies  of  the  royals  left  town  yesterday 
morning  for  flat  place,  and  volunteers  are 
QOCKmg  m  from  all  quarters.  The  gallant 
Glwigany  Highlanders  will  cutoff  the  retreat 
of  the  brigade  by  the  Rideau  Canal,  the  annoi 
aieamer  Experiment  will  effectually  prevent 
tftorraape  by  die  boats,  and  the  troths and 
vdurneere  will  attack  them  on  both  flanks,  so 
that  they.arecpmpletely  hemmed  in." 


MES  TOD 


Major  denies  rift  with  Clarke 

■  John  Major  and  Kenneth  Clarke  were  struggling  to  counter 
suggestions  of  a  serious  rift  after  the  BBC  reported  that  the 
Chancellor  was  prepared  to  lead  a  mass  walkout  if  the  Prime 
Minister  gave  into  the  Right  over  Europe. 

Both  denied  that  Mr  Clarke  had  threatened  to  resign  if  Mr 
Major  abandoned  his  “wait-and-see"  on  a  single  currency  — 
the  Chancellor  in  a  statement  in  raid-afternoon  and  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  Commons  20  minutes  later _ Pages  L  12 

Duchess  of  Kent  suffering  from  ME 

■  The  Duchess  of  Kent  has  chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  the 

illness  also  known  as  myalgic  encephalomyelitis  (ME)  and  has 
cancelled  all  of  her  official  engagements.  The  news  was 
released  on  the  day  she  was  to  have  attended  the  awards 
ceremony  erf  Childline,  a  children’s  charily. . Page  1 


‘Super-bug’  identified 

Two  patients  at  a  London  hospi¬ 
tal  have  become  the  first  to  be 
infected  with  a  mutant  “super- 
bug"  that  evades  detection  by 
thriving  on  the  antibiotics  used  to 
kill  it. - - - - Page  I 

Albright’s  top  post 

President  Clinton  chose  Made¬ 
leine  Albright,  US  Ambassador  to 
the  UN,  to  be  the  first  female 
Secretary  of  State - Pages  1. 17 

European  vision 

Europe  was  offered  its  first  out¬ 
line  of  a  more  integrated  union 
including  plans  for  the  abolition 
of  all  frontiers  but  the  blueprint 
for  a  new  treaty  skirts  the  nat¬ 
ional  veto _ Page  2 

Grey  frontier  ban 

David  Nicholson.  52,  Tory  MP 
for  Taunton,  who  advocated  a 
ban  on  pensioners  retiring  to  the 
Wesr  Country  to  ease  the  rural 
housing  crisis,  was  accused  of 
double  standards _ .-Page  3 

Vatican  dispute 

The  Pope  told  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  in  a  blunt  discussion 
on  women  priests  that  only  he 
had  authority  “as  the  successor 
to  St  Peter"  to  lay  down 
doctrine^..— - Pages 

A-levei  intervention 

Gillian  Shephard  intervened  to 
safeguard  A-level  standards  after 
a  report  showed  that  the  exami¬ 
nation’s  depth  and  rigour  were 
under  threat - Plage  7 


New  drug  success 

A  new  drug  treatment  for  osteo¬ 
porosis,  the  disease  Much  weak¬ 
ens  bones,  halves  die  risk  of 
fractures,  doctors  said _ Page  9 

Rail  vandalism  fear 

Railway  vandalism  is  soaring 
and  could  lead  to  "mass  murder” 
if  urgent  steps  were  not  taken,  the 
Chief  Inspecting  Officer  of  Rail¬ 
ways  said - Page  10 

Passport  assurance 

Chris  Patten,  the  Governor  of 
Hong  Kong,  said  that  it  would  be 
"impudent”  of  Peking  to  threaten 
almost  140,000  people  in  Hong 
Kong  who  were  given  British 
passports  in  1990  to  provide  reas¬ 
surance  after  the  1989  Tiananmen 
Square  killings _ Page  13 

Heirloom  sale 

The  Pretender  to  the  French 
throne  will  sell  off  hundreds  of 
family  heirlooms  after  his  child¬ 
ren  accused  him  of  plundering 
their  inheritance _ Page  14 

Juppe  misery 

France's  drive  for  a  single  curren¬ 
cy  is  under  threat  and  M  Juppe’s 
popularity  has  readied  the  lowest 
ebb  of  any  leader  in  modern 
French  history — Page  15 

Goering’s  £13  million 

Swiss  bankers  used  diplomatic 
pouches  to  smuggle  Nazi  gold 
and  securities  into  Argentina,  in¬ 
cluding  a  £13  million  retirement 
fund  for  Hermann  Goering.  the 
Luftwaffe  commander  __  Page  16 


£9-a-day  cricketers  humiliate  England 

■  England’s  cricketers  experienced  one  of  their  most 
humiliating  defeats  when  they  were  beaten  —  with  a  day  to 
spare  —  by  Mashonaland  in  Harare.  Zimbabwe  is  is  the 
weakest  Test  nation  in  the  world  and  its  part-timers  are  paid  £9 
a  day.  England  had  hoped  for  easy  matches  on  their  tour  but 
have  now  lost  two  of  their  first  three - - Page  48 
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Bally edward  and  stable  companion  Flow  are  washed  down  in  the  cold  air  of  Windsor  after  the  Wbodskfe  Novices  Chase  won  by  Flow 


British  Gas  is  to  split  itself  into  a 
gas  sales  company  to  be  called 
Centrica  and  a  gas  production,  ex¬ 
ploration  and  gas  transport  busi¬ 
ness  to  be  called  BG _ Page  25 

Economy.  The  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England  sees  no  urgent 
need  for  a  dramatic  rise  in  interest 
rates  but  suggested  that  he  would 
still  like  to  see  higher  rates  before 
tile  election . Page  25 

Football:  Martin  Edwards,  the 
chairman  of  Manchester  United, 
has  hinted  that  the  dub  may  now 
make  a  significant  move  into  the 
transfer  market  Page  44 

Teraita:  Tim  Henman  faces  a  semi¬ 
final  meeting  with  Boris  Becker  in 
the  Compaq  Grand  Slam  Cup  in 
Munich  after  a  superb  victory  over 
MaliVai  Washington Page  42 

Mind’s  art:  •  Despite  the  Nazis' 
efforts  to  discredit  4t,  a  ground¬ 
breaking  collection  of  more  than 
6JXX)  paintings  by  psychiatric  pa¬ 
tients  has  survived  to  go  on  show  at 
ihe  Hayward  Gallery _ Page  36 

Joking  apart:  Comedy  leavens.Tfce 
Eleventh  Commandment ,  a  first 
pi  ay-by  comedian  David  Schneider 
about  Jewish  traditions  and  the. 

Brent  Walker:  A  former  executive  of 
tiie  leisure  conglomerate  was  found 
guilty  at  Southwark  Crown  Court 
of  attempting  to  pervert  the  course 
of  justice . . Page  25 

Wasps  lock  forward,  seems  certain 
to  nuke  his  first  international  ap¬ 
pearance  for  two  years  after  being- 
recalled  to  the  Scotland  squad 

against  Tfaty  _  _  Page  4] 

Beat  albums:  David  Sinclair  re¬ 
views  the  best  of  the  pop  releases 
and  recommends  Tiger,  a  new  Brit¬ 
ish  group  that  doesn’t  remind  you 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  rose  5.4  to 
4050.6.  Sterling  fell  bona  92.7  to 
91.8  after  a  fall  from  $1.6382  to 
$1.6270  and  horn  DM23602  to 
DM23295  . Page  28 

Cricket:  England  A  continued  their 
excellent  form  on  the  tour  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  with  a  two-wicket  victory 
over  New  South  Wales  in  a  one-day 
game  _  Page  46 

Reigning  Supreme:  Alan  Jackson 
meets  Diana  Ross  and  finds  her 
friendliness  at  odds  with  her  reput¬ 
ation  as  an  imperious  and  tempera¬ 
mental  star.. _ _ _ _ _ —Page  39 
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IN  THE  TIMES 

■  MAGAZINE 
James  Bone  meets  . 
Glenn  Close,  the  star  of 
101  Dalmatians  and 
Hollywood's  she-devil 

■  W3KKCEND  _ 
Hdtfi  supermarket 
plan  for  Hovis  country 
has  split  the  townof 
Shaftesbury,  Dorset 


T 
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Vaterie  Grave  interview;  With  Is¬ 
mail  Merchant  of  the  Mercfaant- 
Ivpry  film-making  team., He  is  a 
director  for*  whom  nothing  is  im¬ 
possible  and  in  addition,  a  wonder¬ 
ful  cook ; — : — -Page  19 

True,  confessions:  What  force 
guides  Erica  Wagner  towards  the 
glowing  screen  every  week,  unable 
to  resist  the  power  of  77ie  X- 
Page  18 

living  wfth  nature:  Cormorants  are 
majestic  birds  and  a  whiz  at  fish¬ 
ing.. ^ That  is  what  riles  fishermen, 
so  they  shoot  them  Page  19 


Caught  off-guard:  A  choice  in 
schooling  is  bring  eroded  as  the 
obsession  with  exam  results  pushes 
the  indf^jendent .  schools  to  be 

-alike  - _ _ _ Page  35 

Bleak  picture:  Hundreds  of  dis¬ 
abled  children  cannot  attend  local 
schools.  Now  a  drive  to  make  state 
schools  accessable  can.  win  the 
backing  it  needs.-..! -Page  35 


Preview:  Pop  culture  gets  a  bash¬ 
ing  fromlwo  likely ladsin a  bedsit 
The  Adam  and  Joe  Stew  (Channel 
4;  12.10am)  RaNtaK  Peter  Barnard 
on  a  brilliant  reconstruction  of  the 
Hillsborough  tragedy™ Page  47 


A  Labour  Europe 

The  Shadow  Cabinet  is  in  a  state  of 
deepjdenial  over  Europe.  It  cannot 
face  bothering  with  any  EU  busi¬ 
ngs  that  it  does  not.  expect  fo  be  a 
"wedge  issue"  in  next  yearti  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  — -Page  21 

Clfnton’s  choices 

Ms  Albright  will  have  to  deal  with 
die  perception  that  she  has  won  'foe 
most  senior  post  in  American  inier- 
national  relations  for  reasons  mere 
concerned  with  Washington  poli¬ 
tics  than  die  world  —-Page  21 

Museum  of  tire  - 

To  all  friends  of  die  British  Muse¬ 
um  —  among  whom  The  Times 
certainly  counts  itself  —  Andrew 

Edwards’s  management  report  de^ 
tailed  on  page  six  today,  must  be 
deeply  disturbing. — 1 - Page  21 


BERNARD  LEVIN 

Again  and  again,  we  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion.  the  question  that  cannot 
be  answered.  What  was  a  Jew, 
or  a  half-Jew,  doing  with  Adolf 
Hitler?  It  is  enough  that  almost  all 
the  people  concerned  are  now 

dead - - - - - Page  20 

MICHAEL  HOWARD  . 

Hie  Government  has  crossparty 
support  for  the-  Philip  Lawrence 
Manorial  Awards,  and  many  org¬ 
anisations  have  given  helpful  ad¬ 
vice.  It  is  important  that  the 
awards  complement  the  various 
award  and  grant  schemes  already 
in  existence _ Page  20 

PETER  RIDDELL  . 

The  Tory  party  increasingly  resem¬ 
bles  the  Labour  Party  of  the  late 
1970s  and  earty  1980s,  dravminexo- 
rabty  to  the  issue  which  is  certain  to 
.  do  it  most  damage—, _ L._PageJ2 
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The  explosion  of  a  bomb  ia  the 
heart  of  Paris  has  revived  a  night¬ 
mare.  France  cannot  afford  to  “go  it 
alone"  but  must  now  enlist  the 
support  of  its  European  partners. 
The  fight  against  terrorism  is  Inter-  - 
national.  The  creation  of  a  common 
judicial  area,  which  the  15  EU 
members  will  soon  debate  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  has  never  been  more  urgently 
required  —  El  Pais,  Madrid 


John  Vaasafi,  Soviet  spy;  Edward 
Kassner,  music  publisher;  Babrak 
Kannal,  former  President  of 
Afghanistan—...., _ Page  23 


British  Museum  funding;  police 
comment  an  sentencing;  UN  Secre¬ 
tary-General;  godparents;  cuts  for 
emergency  planning - Page  21 
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ennnsaras  snnasa 
ED®®  S  S  Q 
HSHEsnaa  Hasais® 
nnraHOiian 
OSH®®  flESJusianiara 
n  ®  a  s  a  q  a 

SnHBSHQSHIISa 
EEJ0EOHCDB 
nQigasnciHraiiES 
ns  s  s  s  ro  a 
0B®bijbc=ihe  snmran 

SBBSfUOfDtil 
EH1I3B0B  SEBDEEIHS 
a  0  m  0  in  a  h 
BDS0im  EHHBIIirafiS 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  48 
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latest  Road  and' VMattwr  conditions 
UK  Weather- AO  regions  0336  444  910 
UK  Roads- M  k£k>«  0336  401410 

MikK2S  0336  40 r  746 

raSndltakRoadi  0334401747 

Ntdaool  Moajotajrj  0334  401  74S 

ConOwnl&wpB  .  0334401910 

CfaoittlCRiafca  0334  401  388 

ItertfaHwOw 

l&Mttikfora  0334407  SOS 

Woarthar  by  Fax  dwotote 

DU  0334  Uond  bf  am  tauter  tram  jonr  fas 
WteCnmy  414134  Seated  410  340 

4*4  SIS  N.lnM  414  S41 

Mdfands  414  336  London  416  343 

EotAnjfa  414 137 

NWfcn  416  338 

MEee  416339  SST  414  ww 


MmUrnkneai  416  394 

World  City  Weather  fe-tetoa. 

153  dWtiwdMlteWwhfa 

by  Plton*  dfcri  ^ 41 1316 
by  ta  (ndex  poga)  0336  414333 

Motoring 

Europe  CoumryW  Country  033440188$ 

Europesi  bei  eo*n  0334401884 

FrtnctiMetorwp  0334  401887 

Seaport  InfcsTfttfion  0334401881 

Dteayted  Pori*  0334401409 

USiuwfc  0334  40189$ 

\AA\  Car  reports  by  fax 

neavud  used  cor  raponxfrtxn 

the  AA  menu  of  195  an  0334  416  399 

□U  from  yarn-  Euc  handset 
you  nay  hM  bo  uc  to  poD  raoen*  node 


M*  Ink  fend?  lad  taagnb  KH  fit 

Cafc  ant  dwftrf  at  4Sp  pan-  irmce  cheap  rate. 
50p  per  mhw  at  al  other  time*. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 
trade -jp 
34  5%  the  rae  macnai 
IcrUKneiMpmren  7996 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  wifl  □  N  Wales,  NW 


wintry  showers  die  out 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Angfla: 
doudy.  pethape  some  rain  in  places 
later.  Wind  northeast,  light  or  mod¬ 
erate.  Max  6C  (43 F). 

□  CentraJS  England,  E  Midlands, 
E  England,  W  Midlands,  SW  Eng¬ 
land,  S  Wales,  Central  N:  dry,  with 
but  some  fog  persisting.  Wind  fight 
and  variable.  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  Channel  Islands:  bright  or  sunny 
start  perhaps  some  rain  later.  Wind 
northeast,  moderate.  Max  7C  (45 F). 


□  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Central 
Highlands,  Moray  Rrtti,  Scot¬ 
land,  Argyll,  M  Ireland;  isolated 
showers  at  first,  otherwise  sunny  or 
dear  spefis.  Wind  maWy  southwest, 
fight.  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  NW  Scotland,  Orimsy,  Shet¬ 
land;  wintry  showers  dying  out;  some 
rain  later.  Wind  mainly  south  or 
southwest,  freshening.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Ouftoofc  sane  rain  in  Norfo  and 
West,  sunshine  elsewhere;  although 
overnight  fog  and  frost  slew  to  HL 
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Changes  to  the  chart  below  from  noon:  high  A  will  be  stationary  with  title  cha 
m  pressure;  low  W  will  track  northwest  and  deepen  slightly;  lows filf  in 
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Feeling  under  the  l  eather? 

Get  2s  far  away  from  ii  ail  as  you  possiMv  can. 

New  Zealand  with  Rainbow  Holidays. 

C.aM  now  on  61  *\  or  posi  this  coupon. 


UTV1H  Dll  ciH-rap  TO.  n»  ruuMDioom»  K*XD.  Wtiwa^iSkibij 
*T  4>»a-  .>DDI»l«lplf|||R  Cl  11  «U,  03^  T^ioCUTKAVO. MMTI. 
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Anatole  Kaletsky 
fears  a  return  of 
‘Versailles  folly’ 

PAGE  29 
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EDUCATION 

League  table  race 
is  a  threat  to 
independbnt  schools 
PAGES  35 


SPORTS 

Lynne  Truss  makes 
her  football 
excuses  and  leaves 
PAGES  41-48 
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George  eases  pressure  for  early  rise  in  interest  rates 


Bank  of  England 

tradMKjghted  Index 


November 


By  Janet  Bush 
ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 

EDDIE  GEORGE,  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England, .yesterday  said  that 
he  sees  no  urgent  need  for  a  dramatic 
rise  in  interest  rates,  but  strongly 
suggested  that  he  would  still  like  to 
see  higher  rates  before  the  election. 

His  remarks,  in  testimony  to  the 
Commons  Treasury  Select  Commit¬ 
tee.  were  less  hawkish  on  die  need  far 
tighter  money  than  many  pessimists 
in  the  City  had  expected,  and  die" 
odds  on  a  base  rate  rise  at  next  week's 
monetary  meeting  lengthened. 

Sterling  fell  sharply  again,  while 


money  markets  Tallied  strongly  as 
the  City  adjusted  hs  rate  expectations 
down. 

Also  helping  to  ease  pressure  for 
higher  rates  yesterday  was  the  latest 
distributive  trades  survey  bom  die 
Confederation  of  British  Industry, 
which  showed  that  high  street  sales 
had  slowed  slightly  in  November  and 
that  there  was  a  5.4  per  cent  fall  in 
new  car  registrations  in  the  same 
month.  Neither  finding  suggested 
that  the  economy  is  about  to  overheat 

Discussing  last  week’s  Budget,  Mr 
George  said  that  he  agreed  with  the 
Chancellor  that  the  package  was 
con  traction  ary,  although  not  dramat¬ 


ically  so,  and  said  that  the  Bank  had 
no  quarrel  with  Kenneth  Clarke's 
improved  borrowing  projections. 

Overall.  Mr  George  said,  die 
Budget  had  not  changed  the  Bank's 
view,  expressed  in  its  last  Inflation 
Report  just  before  the  Budget,  that 
rates  would  probably  have  to  rise  in 
due  course  if  die  Government  is  to  hit 
its  inflation  target  of  15  per  cent  or 
less.  He  said  that  the  tone  of  the 
report  was  "specifically  designed  to 
suggest  that  there  is  no  urgent  need 
for  a  dramatic  change”  in  rates. 

However,  pressed  on  whether  he 
believed  that  interest  rales  would 
stay  at  their  current  level  of  6  per  cent 


until  the  ejection,  he  said:  “I  certainly 
wouldn't  go  that  far.” 

Mr  George's  remarks  also  made 
clear  that  any  rate  rises  that  the  Bank 
may  seek  in  the  months  ahead  are 
likely  to  be  modest.  He  said  that,  if 
rates  were  raised  —  hypothetically  — 
to  7  per  cent  now,  inflation  would  fell 
significantly  below  15  per  cent  This 
suggests  that  the  Bank  is  thinking  in 
terms  of  rate  rises  of  no  more  than 
half  to  three-quarters  of  a  point 

He  also  told  die  committee  that  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  economy  was 
heading  for  an  I9S0s-styie  boom. 

John  Shepperd.  chid  economist  of 
Yamaichi  International  Europe,  said: 


“The  Governor  has  injected  a  large 
dose  of  reality  into  die  money 
markets,  which  have  been  for  too 
pessimistic  on  rates.” 

The  pound’s  index  against  a  basket 
of  currencies  dosed  at  91.8.  compared 
with  917  on  Wednesday.  Sterling 
was  quoted  at  DM15295.  more  than 
three  pfennigs  below  the  DM15602 
on  the  previous  day  and  nearly 
eleven  pfennigs  down  on  the  peak  of 
DM16370  on  Monday  night,  its  best 
level  since  h  left  the  ERM  in  1991 

Retailers  confident,  page  26 
Registrations  slump,  page  26 
Anatole  Kaletsky.  page  29 
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Today 


sTOcx«Afltc£ rSr.»v 

SgG&HI&rJ 

FTSE100 _  4051.2  (+8.0) 

Yieta _ 3-93% 

FTSEAU  share  ..  1983.73  (+344) 

Nikkei _  2094340  (+283.99) 

New  York: 

Dow  Jones _  842043  (-241)* 

S&P  Composite  74444  (-0.46)* 

Federal  Funds..  5*m%*  (5'.%) 

Long  Bond _  100”x.*  (101=V) 

Yield _  947%*  (B.40%) 
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cut 


By  Carl  Mortished 
and  Oliver  August 

THE  City  fears  a  big  cut  in 
dividend  will  follow  the 
demerger  of  British  Gas  into 
separate  trading  and  pipeline 
companies.  Tne  concerns 
emerged  after  the  utility  re¬ 
vealed  details  of  the  structure 
of  the  two  new  companies 
and  announced  it  had  agreed 
with  British  Petrbleam  the 
first  renegotiation  of  take-or- 
pay  gas  contracts. 

British  Gas  shares  initially 
surged  on  news  that  it  had 
secured  a  breakthrough  in 
reducing  its  £2-3  billion  liabil¬ 
ity  on  high-priced  gas  con¬ 
tracts.  However,  the  share 
price  fell  as  City  analysts 
absorbed  the  implications  and 
some  predicted  that  the  payout 
next  year  could  foil  to  5p. 

British  Gas  will  pay  145p  net. 
this  year,  including  an  &Ip 
final.  But  the  company  indicat¬ 
ed  that  the  dividend  would  be 
cut.  This  payment  should  not 


BG  picEs 


New  faces  of  British  Gas 

be  taken  as  a  guide  to  fibely 
future  levels  of  dividend which 
are  expected  to  be  materially 
lower." 

,  From  February,  the  utility's 
19  miBion  customers  will  start 
receiving  bills  from  a  gas  tra¬ 
ding  utility  renamed  Centrica. 
Rcy  Gardner,  chief  executive 


confirmed  that  it  will  pay  no 
dividends  in  the  immediate 
future,  leaving  the  pipeline 
and  exploration  company  as 
the  source  of  future  payouts. 
However,  the  renamed  BGplc 
intends  to  financially  ring 
fence  its  two  businesses. 

-  David  Varney,  chief  exeat- 


New  name  game 
costs  £250,000 


M 


BRITISH  Gas  spent  £250,000 
on  finding  new  names  for  its 
two  soon  to  be  demerged 
businesses.  BG  and  Centrica  , 
(Oliver  August  writes). 

The  name  Centrica,  which 
the  company  hopes  will  soon 
be  as. familiar  as  British  Gas 
itself,  is  meant  to  convey  a 
sense  of  change  that  market¬ 
ing  men  felt  was  needed  after 
the  recent  troubles  over  bill¬ 
ing  and  disconnections. 

.  British  Gas  said  yesterday: 
“Most  people  in  this  coon  try 
still  drink  we  are  the  gas 
board.  The  new  names  will 
avoid  any  confusion.” 

The  British  Gas  brand 
name  will  still  be  used  by 
Centrica  as  a  part  of  its 
corporate  identity  in  the  UK 


and  by  BG  overseas.  Both 
names  were  developed  by 
Interbrand,  a  London  consul¬ 
tancy.  Simon  Mottram,  a 
director,  said  Centrica  was 
coined  from  central.  “It  sug¬ 
gests  a  centralising  source' 
and  supply  network  and.  by 
extension,  one  which  is  safe 
and  reliable.” 

Interbrand  initially  gener¬ 
ated  hundreds  of  names  and 
British  Gas  chose  a  selection 
from  a  shortlist  of  20- 

These  names  were  then 
investigated  to  see  whether 
they  were  legally  available 

around  the  world.  Interbrand 
said  it  was  importantto  make 

sure  names  were  not  cultural¬ 
ly  offensive  or  daft  in  other 
languages. 


David Vaiwy,  left,  and  Roy  Gardner  will  head  the  companies 


five  designate  of  BG  pic,  said 
the  upstream  exploration 
business  would  become  self- 
financing.  The  dividend  will' 
be  paid  out  of'IYansCo’S  cur¬ 
rent  cost  profit  after  servicing 
its  regulatory  capital  and  after 
paying  tax  Mr  Varney  said 
the  dividend  would  be  affected 
by  the  MMC  inquiry  into 
TransCo's  pricing  formula. 
British  Gas  appealed  against 
the  Ofgas  formula,  which  it 
said  would  cut  £400  million 
from  its  after-tax  cash  flow. 

Analysts  were  shocked  by 
the  dividend  implications. 
One  suggested  that  if  the 
company  had  paid  its  1995 
dividend  on  the  same  basis, 
the  payout  would  have  been 
5i7p.  not  145p. 

British  Gas  will  pay  £293 
million  to  reduce  the  price  of 
certain  take-orpay  contracts. 
In  a  package  of  deals  with  BP 
and  its  own  upstream  gas 
production  arm,  the  company 
will  reduce  its  commitment  by 
23  billion  therms  and  reduce 
the  price  to  a  market  level  chi  a 
farther  13.5  billion  therms. 

Richard  Giordano,  chair¬ 
man.  said  that  the  total  16 
billion  therms  was  “about  10 
per  cent  of  the  volume  we 
would  like  ,  to  address”  He 
indicated  that  BP  was  not  the 
largest  party  with  which  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas  will  have  to  renegoti¬ 
ate  contracts.  - 

BP  will  receive  most  of  the 
£293  mfl&on  payment  but  the 
takeor-pay  renegotiations  did 
not  indude  Morecambe  Bay, 
the  massive  gasfield  which  wfll 
form  part  of  Centrica.  Mr 
Giordano  predicted  that  future 
take-or-pay  deals  would  in¬ 
volve  assets  rather  titan  cash 
payments. 

The  demerger  announce¬ 
ment  is  believed  to  have  been 
held  up  for  several  weeks  by 
the  contract  re-negotiations. 
The  timetable  fix-  the  demerger 
shows  the  publication  of 
demerger  details  on  January 
10.  Trading  in  Centrica  and  BG 
shares  will  start  on  February  17 
if  the  demerger  is  approved. 

Mr  Giordano  will  be  eftmr- 
man  at  both  new  companies 
hut  is  expected  to  resign  at 
Centrica  within  the  first  12 
months  after  the  demerger. 

Philip  Rogerson,  the  British 
Gas  deputy  chairman,  will 
perform  the  same  role  at  BG. 

Dame  Stella  Riraington,  the 
former  head  of  MI5,  will 
become  a  BG  non-executive 
director.  Mr  Varney  said  she 
bad  been  chosen  for  her 
"insights  into  government  and 
foreign  affairs”. 
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Going  shopping 

Great  Universal  Stores 
confirmed  an  interest  in 
buying  the  Freemans 
catalogue  business  but  fears  a 
bid  would  run  into  problems 
with  the  Monopolies 
Commission.  Gus  also 
revealed  its  first  profits 
decline  in  48  years. 

Page  30.  Tempos  28 

Bad  reading 

Reed  Elsevier,  the  publisher, 
warned  the  market  of  tough 
trading  in  several  parts  of  its 
business,  sending  the  shares 
down  64p  to  £10.87. 
Stockbrokers  have  trimmed 
earnings  forecasts. 

George  Bull  right,  chairman,  with  John  McGrath,  chief  executive,  yesterday.  They  will  consider  tax  options  of  the  buyback  Page  3L  Tempos  28 


Cash  is 


Venture 
capitalist 
sues  HSBC 

By  Jason  Nissfc 

A  VENTURE  capitalist  is 
suing  HSBC  Holdings  for 
more  than  £1  million  in 
bonus  due;  he  says,  after  he 
retired.  Hugh  de  Quervain, 
who  until  December  1992 
was  managing  director  of 
the  venture  capital  arm  of 
Midland  Bank,  now  part  of 
HSBC,  is  claiming  be 
should  be  paid  his  share  of 
the  profits  of  HSBC  Private 
Equity  Europe  for  five  years 
after  his  departure. 

In  1968  be  joined  the 
business’s  executive  incen¬ 
tive  scheme.  receiving  £U7 
million  of  bonus  payments 
in  five  years.  A  new  scheme 
was  drawn  up  before  Mr  de 
Quervain  departed  in  1992, 
under  which,  he  claims, 
payouts  woe  due  for  five 
years  after  he  left 
.  HSBC  says  Mr  de 
Quervain  is  not  entitled  to 
the  money  since  he  became 
a  non-executive  director  of 
the  Henry  Ansbadier  Acqui¬ 
sition  Fund  that  invested  in 
Smith  Africa. HSBC  says 
this  is  a  competing  business. 
Mr  de  Quervain  says  the 
fond  does  not  operate  in 
Europe. 


GrandMet  plans 
share  buyback 


computing  printing  copying ! 


By  Alasdaer  Murray 


GRAND  METROPOLITAN, 
the  food  and  drinks  company, 
is  to  seek  shareholder  permis¬ 
sion  to  launch  a  share 
buyback. 

John  McGrath,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  yesterday  that  a 
share  buyback  is  definitely 
“on  the  agenda"  but  the  com¬ 
pany  has  to  examine  its  tax 
options  before  deriding  when 
to  proceed.  GrandMet  will  ask 
for  shareholder  approval  to 
buy  back  up  to  10  per  cent  of 
the  company’s  share  capital  — 
worth  around  £950  million  at 
yesterday's  dosing  price  — 
although  the  company 
emphasises  that  it  is  unlikely 
to  make  such  a  large 
repurchase. 

Mr  McGrath’s  comments 
came  as  the  company  unveiled 
a  6  per  cent  rise  in  fall-year 
profits  before  tax  and 
exceptional,  to  £965  million. 
Exceptional  charges  totalled 
£550  million  and  mainly  relate 
to  writedowns  following  the 
sale  of  the  European  food 
businesses  during  the  year. 

The  results  were  largely  in 
line  with  expectations  but 
analysts’  fears  over  the  surg¬ 
ing  pound  hitting  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  dollar  profits  caused 


shares  to  slip  back  JO'zp.  to 
446p.  GrandMet  hedges  SO 
per  cent  of  its  US  profits  but 
analysts  calculate  that  profits 
could  fall  by  around  £30 
million  as  a  result  of  the 
impact  of  n on-hedged  profits 
from  countries  with  currencies 
that  trade  the  dollar. 

The  improvement  in  perfor¬ 
mance  was  led  by  Pi]  Is  bury, 
the  food  business,  which  re¬ 
corded  a  30  per  cent  rise  in 
operating  profits,  to  £431  mil¬ 
lion.  International  Distillers 
and  Vintners,  the  drinks  busi¬ 
ness.  also  turned  in  an  im¬ 
proved  performance,  with 
operating  profits  increasing 
by  4  per  cent  to  £471  million. 

The  BSE  scare  hit  profits  at 
Burger  King,  which  fell  by  15 
per  cent  to  £167  million. 
GrandMet  said  that  the  com¬ 
pany  had  lost  around  £10 
million  as  a  resdult  of  the 
crisis  in  Britain  and  Germany, 
although  sales  at  the  burger 
chain  had  now  returned  to 
normal. 

The  total  dividend  was  in¬ 
creased  by  7  per  cent,  to  16p.  A 
final  dividend  of  lO.GSp  is 
payable  on  April  7. _ 
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*  Former  Brent  Walker  aide  guilty  in  £19m  cover-up 


If  anyone  can  Canon  can 


By  Robert  Miller 

A  FORMER  finance  director  of 
Gokterest.  Brent  Walker*  filnwnak- 
ing  subsidiary,  was  yestertfoy  convict¬ 
ed  at  Southwark  Crown  Court  of 
attempting  m  .  pervert  the  course  or 
justice  in  a  £19  million  cover-up. 

Donald  Anderson.  43,  a  chartered 
accountant,  was  the  missing  defen¬ 
dant  in  the  first  Brent  Walker  trial  in 
1994  At  that  trial  George  Walter  was 


acquitted  and  Wilfred  AquDiim  was 
convicted  on  a  charge  of  false 
accounting  and  given  an  iS-month 
prison  sentence  suspended  for  two 
years  and  fined  £25,000. 

During  the  two-month  trial  at  which 
34  witnesses  were  called,  die  court 
heard  that  Anderson,  a  New  Zealand 
citizen  who  lives  in  Richmond.  Surrey , 
was  involved  in  the  creation  of  false 
documents  between  August  19SS  and 
October  1990  m  caver  up  £19  million  of 


bogus  profits  recorded  by  the  Brent 
Walker  Group  between  1984  and 
19S7.  The  Serious  FYaud  Office  which 
brought  the  prosecutions  said  Ander¬ 
son  was  involved  in  laundering  £19-5 
million  through  the  Bahamas  and 
the  Isle  of  Man.  . '  ■ 

Anderson  fled  the  UK  in  July  5992 
during  die  course  of  a  series  of 
interviews  with  SFO  investigators 
who  worked  with  the  Metropolitan 
■  Police  fraud  squad.  Warrants  for  his 


SB!  -SM5T+1* 


nt  arrest  were  issued  on  two  occasions 
id  in  January  and  March  1993.  He 
dt  returned  to  Britain  and  surrendered 
t-  to  police  custody  in  November  1995. 

15  The  Crown  case,  headed  by  Peter 
id  Rook,  QC,  was  that  Brent  Walker 
funded  its  own  profits  itself  and 
J2  companies  which  appeared  to  be 
of  independent,  were  falsely  put  for- 
rs  ward  as  genuine  thud  party  custom- 
in  ers.  One  of  the  so-called  independent 
is  companies  was  UTM  Jersey  to  which 

3  _ 
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more  than  £10  million  of  profits  were 
booked.  Anderson  was  paid  by  the 
Brent  Walker  group  for  covering  up 
the  fraud  and  on  at  least  three 
occasions  collected  bearer  bonds  and 
cash  worth  £700.000  from  Geneva 
which  had  been  laundered  through 
the  Bahamas  and  Liechtenstein. 

Last  night  Anderson,  who  was  con¬ 
victed  on  a  10-2  majority  verdict  after 26 
hours  of  deliberation,  was  in  custody 
pending  a  possible  sentence  today. 

.„ _ * _ _ 
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Tunstall 

declines 

to£8m 

Tunstall  Group,  which 
provides  specialist  com¬ 
munications  for  the 
healthcare  sector  and  so¬ 
cial  services,  suffered  a 
decline  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
£8.  IQ  million,  from  E9.6 
million,  in  die  year  to 
September  30. 

Comparable  results  for 
the  previous  year  were 
helped  by  an  exceptional 
credit  of  £1.35  million,  but 
Michael  Dawson,  chair¬ 
man.  admitted  that  the 
results  were  below 
expectations. 

Tunstall  shares  fell 
32b  p.  to  261p.  In  spite  of  a 
fall  in  earnings  per  share  to 
I7.7p,  from  21. Ip,  the  total 
dividend  is  increased  by 
14.5  per  cent  to  5p  a  share 
with  a  332p  final. 

Strong  pound 
hitting  Crown 

Crown  Products,  the 
crafts,  toys  and  gift  ware 
company,  yesterday  said 
that  the  current  strength  of 
sterling  would  affect  prof¬ 
its  of  its  flagship  Hong 
Kong  subsidiary. 

With  40  per  cent  of  sales 
denominated  in  Hong 
Kong  or  US  dollars,  the 
company  gave  warning 
that  the  currency  impact, 
together  with  costs  of 
merging  two  of  its  acquisi¬ 
tions.  would  leave  profits 
below  expectations. 

Crown's  shares,  which 
joined  the  Alternative  In¬ 
vestment  Market  at  50p 
last  September,  plunged 
from  33  *2  p  to  17bp  yester¬ 
day.  but  partially  recov¬ 
ered  to  dose  at  ZZhp. 

Lovell  loss 

YJ  Lovell,  the  housing  and 
construction  group,  re¬ 
duced  its  losses  in  the  year 
to  September  30,  as  it  paid 
off  half  of  its  E54  million 
debt  and  sold  its  non-core 
businesses.  Although  sales 
fell  to  £254  minion  (from 
£301  million),  a  sharp  drop 
in  administration  costs 
and  a  £139  million  profit 
from  disposals  cut  pre-tax 
losses  to  £113  million 
(losses  of  £32.4  million).  A 
housing  recovery  in  south¬ 
east  England  helped,  but 
the  overcrowded  market 
maintained  pressure  on 
margins.  Losses  were 
323p  a  share  (84p  loss). 
There  is  no  dividend. 


James  Tuckcy.  chief  executive  of  ME  PC,  said  that  the  performance  of  the  property  company's  UK  portfolio  was  much  as  expected 


Confidence  of  retailers 
at  its  highest  since  1988 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


HIGH  STREET  retailers  yes¬ 
terday  forecast  a  good  Christ¬ 
mas  in  spite  of  new  evidence 
suggesting  a  slight  slowdown 
in  retail  sales. 

Retail  sales  volumes  slowed 
slightly  in  November,  against 
expectations,  the  latest  distrib¬ 
utive  trades  survey  from  the 
Confederation  of  British  In¬ 
dustry  showed  yesterday.  But 
confidence  among  retailers  is 
at  its  highesr  level  since  1988. 

CBI  figures  showed  that  the 
net  balance  of  high  .street 
outlets  reporting  an  increase 
in  sales  fell  from  55  per  cent  in 
October  to  48  per  cent  last 
month.  But  high  sales  are 
forecast  for  this  month,  when 
53  per  cent  are  expecting 
greater  sales  volumes. 

CBI  leaders  pointed  out  that 
the  three-month  moving  aver¬ 
age  figure  remained  broadly 
steady,  at  50  per  cent 

Alastair  Eperon,  CBI  dis¬ 
tributive  Trades  survey  panel 
chairman,  said:  “The  upward 
trend  in  underlying  sales  re¬ 
mains  encouragingly  steady 
and  consumers  are  expected  to 


raise  their  spending  in  the  run 
up  to  Christmas.’’ 

In  spite  of  high  street  confi¬ 
dence  continuing  to  increase, 
with  a  net  balance  of  37  per 
cent  expecting  their  overall 
position  to  improve  —  the 
strongest  rate  since  August 
1988  —  Mr  Eperon  denied 
comparisons  with  the  boom  of 
the  late  1980s.  which  preceded 


the  recession  of  the  early 
1990$.  The  CBI  said  shoppers 
were  now  more  careful,  and 
more  cautious  about  price, 
with  strong  competition 
among  retailers  limiting  their 
ability  to  raise  prices.  Average 
selling  prices  fell  bade  from  51 
to  36  per  cent  of  companies 
surveyed.  The  CBI  also  said 
that  high  street  sales  growth 


Slowdown  in  car  sales 
disappoints  makers 


THE  growing  momentum  of 
the  recovery  in  new  car  sales 
was  halted  last  month  with  a  5 
per  cent  yearon-year  fafl  in 
registrations  during  Novem¬ 
ber  (Jonathan  Prynn  writes). 

The  sales  dip  came  as  a 
grave  disappointment  to  car 
manufacturers,  after  October’s 
record  figures  prompted  hopes 
of  a  new  economic  boom. 

Last  month's  sales  totalled 
135342.  just  under  5  per  cent 
down  on  October's  figure  and 


a  5.4  per  cent  drop  from 
November  last  year.  Private 
sales  were  down  6.1  per  cent 
and  Beet  registration  dropped 
4.9  per  cent 

The  October  figures,  which 
were  boosted  by  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Motor  Show,  showed  a 
13  per  cent  annual  increase.. 

In  spite  of  the  subsequent 
slackening  of  demand,  this 
year's  sales  are  still  up  nearly 
4  per  cent  on  the  first  11 
months  of  1995. 
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had  also  been  running  for  only 
about  a  year,  compared  with, 
two  or  three  years  of  high 
growth  in  the  late  1980s. 

On  the  basis  of  the  survey  of 
15.000  retail,  wholesale  and 
motor  trade  outlets,  the  CBI 
said  there  was  no  evidence  for 
any  further  rise  in  interest 
rates,  with  average  selling 
prices  in  the  shops  rising  at 
their  slowest  rate  this  year. 

Retail  sectors  most  closely 
related  to  the  housing  market, 
such  as  furniture,  hardware, 
china,  DIY  and  durable  goods 
all  saw  some  growth  in  sales 
compared  with  a  year  ago. 

Employment  in  retelling 
continued  to  rise,  after  what  | 
CBI  leaders  said  was  a  “signif  I 
icant"  pickup  in  August  and 
investment  intentions  for  the 
year  ahead  remained  positive. 

Wholesalers  ’  sales  volumes 
picked  up  by  more  than  ex¬ 
pected,  rising  at  the  quickest 
rate  since  September  last  year, 
while  motor  sales  improved 
only  slightly  in'  November, 
after  modest  growth  in  the 
preceding  two  months.’  . 

GM  to  sell 
divisions 
of  Hughes 

FRom  Richard  Thomson 
IN  NEW  YORK 

THE  defence  and  aerospace 
divisions  of  Hughes  Electron¬ 
ics,  the  world's  second  largest 
defence  electronics  contractor, 
are  being  put  up  for  sale  by  its 
owner.  General  Motors,  for 
about  $S  billion. 

The  auction  is  expected  to 
attract  buyers  such  as  Mc¬ 
Donnell  Douglas.  Raytheon 
and  Northrop  Grumman.  The 
divisions  bong  sold  contribute 
nearly  half  of  Hughes’s  total 
revenues  and  include  defence 
electronics,  missiles,  air  traffic 
control  systems  and  informa¬ 
tion  technology. 

Hughes  said  the  sale  would 
help  it  to  refocus  on  the  fast 
growing  and  increasingly  lu¬ 
crative  satellite  communica¬ 
tions  business.  This  indudes 
its  DirectTV  satellite  television 
operation  which  has  been 
trying  to  break  into  the  Euro¬ 
pean  market 

GM  has  been  looking  to 
spin  off.  or  selL  Hughes  which 
has  been  involved  in  many  key 
technological  developments, 
such  as  building  the  world’s 
first  laser,  to  concentrate  oo 
motor  manufacturing.  GM  is 
expected  to  absorb’ Hughes's 
auto-electronics  business  but 
it  may  spin  off  DirectTV,' 
analysts  said.  Last  summer 
GM  floated  Electronic  Data 
Systems,  the  information  soft¬ 
ware  group. 


The  Times  1997  Executive  Diaries  Collection 


Name(Mr/McVMs) 


I  enclose  a  chequeflxstal  crt*ls)  made  payable  to:  7he  7hn  Execute 
DMk  Coflocbon  FTB01. 


Ptesewtta  name  and  address  on  back  of  afl  chequae. 
OrdeWmyAweaaMsacBfdrBffitw: 


tHWtnrr  I  EflTM 


EXECUTIVE  POCKET  OUkRY 


I  Rice  mu&e  postage  anapaetoQ 


Send  coupon  and  ramsance  to  7H£7iM£S  EXECUTIVE  BARES  COLLB& 
■nONFTBOl.POBoK  333,  Lt^OnBuod,  Beds  LU77ZD. 

28  days  tor  ddtey  tan  Mxvtd  oiler.  Offer  aefete  nut  SB*  if  tested 
pleawrettJTigoctS*mnrchy8tf  NocfanaBbM«injM(jQPa 

node  otar  BO  a*s.  The  Ira*  cam  bo  held  ireponstfe  far  Mate  90009  tat  <r  nand 
Ofoatfeamafifa«y.Yaimqyte»cmu«hg  rfun«temcndta3  ana  services 

tax 


AusWt&sS 
Austria  Sch 
Belgium  Fr 
CanadaS  . 


FOR  ORDERS  PLEASE  TELEPHONE  01525  851945  (24  HOURS) 


Writedown 
in  US  hits 
MEPC  net 
asset  value 

-  By  Martin  Baker 

MEPC  the  property  com¬ 
pany,  disappointed  die  City 
with  full-year  figures  that 
valued  its  property  portfolio 
at  450p  a  share,  a  7p  fall  in  net 
asset  value  since  last  year. 

The  company  dedared.  it¬ 
self  pleased  with  a  14  per  cent 
.  rise  in  pretax  profits  to  £140 
million,  from  £1226  million, 
but  some  analysts  remained 
sceptical  about  even  this  fig¬ 
ure.  Critics  painted  to  a  £43 
million  release  of  provisions 
arising  from  the  company's 
withdrawal  from  the  Euro¬ 
pean  market.  • 

Much  of  the  diminution  in 
net  asset  value  was  attributed 
to  a  £31  million  writedown  of 
the  Northridge  Mali  in  Los 
Angeles. 

The  mall  has  had  to  be 
rebuilt  because  of  an  earth¬ 
quake.  and  the  refurbished 
centre  Ins  yet  to  recover  its 
earlier  levels  of  business. 
Michael  Blakenbam,  chair¬ 
man  of  MEPC.  described  the 
writedown  as“tbe  most  disap¬ 
pointing  event  of  the  year'". 

Earnings  per  share  rose  9 
per  cent  to  224p.  A  final  divi¬ 
dend  of  14.75p  is  to  be  paid  on 
February  5,  leaving  the  total 
unchanged  at  20p  a  share. 
MEPCs  shares  immediately 
fell  back  more  than  2  per  rent 
on  the  news,  and  dosed  12p 
down  at  440bp. 

There  were  few  surprises 
elsewhere.  James  Tuckey. 
chief  executive  of  MEPC  said 
that  “the  performance  of  the 
UK  portfolio,  which  accounts 
for  70  per  cent  of  the  group,  is 
indeed  where  we  would  have 
expected  it  to  be”. 


for  Santa  Fe  Pacific 

NEWMONT  Mining  has  tabled  an  "unsolicited  all-shares 
takeover  bid  that  values  Santa  R6  Pacific  Gold  Corporation  at 
$2  billion'  The  proposed  combination,  would  create  the 
largest  gold  company  in  North  America,  Newmont  said. 
NeWmoint,  basedm Denver,  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Santa  K 
board  in-Albuguerque,  offofog  033  shares  for  each  Santa  F& 
share.  '  /•  '  • 

.  Basedcm  NewitiOTt^share(po^0f$47575yesteTday,  the 
offer  would  be  worth  $1530a share  to  Sante  Fe  shareholders. 
Santa  R  was.  trading  at  $13375 when  both  issues.was  halted 
on  toe  -New  York  Stock  Exchange  pending  the  proposed- 
merger  announcement.  Ron  Carobre.  Newmont  diairman, 
said:  “The  combination  of  ’Newnfom  and  Santa  R  Pacific 
would  be  a  win-win  proposition  for  the  stockholders  of  both 
companies.'' A  spokesman  for  Newmont  also  said  Newmont 
had  been  in  talks  with  Santa  Fe  “from  time  .to  time-  but 
,  declined  to  elaborate. 

‘Unfair’  ring-back 

OFTEL,  the  phone  regulator,  told  BTthat  it  has  unfairly  intro-' 
duced  its  ring-back  service,  which  informs  customers  when  a 
line  they  have  called  becomes  disengaged.  Don.Cruickshank, 

’  dirprtnr^wwral.  gairi  RT^mfairly  favoured"  its  OWn  business 
fay  falling  to  notify  the  industry,  dial  the  service  would  be 
introduced.  Oftd  said  customers  may  have  incurred  unwanted 
charges  bff311***  they  were  not  adequately  informed  that  the 
service  was  not  fire:  He  ordered  BT  to  compensate  them. 

Treasury  plans  OEICs 

THE  Treasury  yesterday  produced  plans  to  introduce 
Europeah-style  Open  Ended  Investment  Companies  (OEICs) 
to  the  UK.  which  could  spark  upheaval  in  the  unit  and 
investment  trust  industry.  Treasury  sources  claimed  that  fond 
.  management  firms  may.  lose  out  unless  they  convert  existing 
funds.  “The  whole  OEICr  package  will  offer  much  more 
flexibility  to  the  investor,"  a  Treasury  spokesman  said.  OEICs 
offer  a  variety  of  classes  of  shares  tailored  to  customers’  needs. 

Rothschild  rating  raised 

J  ROTHSCHILD  ASSURANCE  has  raised  £12  miffion  of  extra 
capital  from  its  founders  to  increase  its  Standard  &  Poor's 
credit  rating.  The  lncrease  in  capital,  through  a  subscription 
for  redeemable  preference  shares  fay  St  James's  ?]  ace  Capital 
Scottish  Anucabfe  and -Sir  Mark  Weinberg,  will  raise  the 
rating  from  B  to  BBB,  in  keeping  with  other  insurance 
companies,  such  as  NatWest  Life.  Sir  Mark  said.it  was  bring 
done  to  meet  rating  agencies*  technical  requirements. 

Hawtal  issues  warning 

SHARES  in  Hawtal  Whiting  tumbled  29p  to  105p  yesterday 
as  the  car  design  company  gave  warning  that  it-wfll  do  little 
better  titan  break  even  in  the  second  half.  The  company 
blamed  the  strengthening  of  sterling,  continued  poor  US 
results  and  “an  unexpectedly  high  level  of  quotation  activity” 
Hawtal  Whiting  said  quoting  for  hew  business  had  become 
significantly  more  time  consuming  and  costly,  but  added  that 
this  would  bring  benefits  through  better  programme  controL 

Surplus  for  Exchange 

INCREASED  trading  volumes  helped  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  to  lift  its  income  by  Ell 3  million,  to  £1053 infllion  in 
thie  six  months  to  September  30.  Costs  were’cht  hy  3  per  cent 
during  the  period  to  £65.6  million,  leaving  the  Exchange  with 
an  operating  surplus  of  nearly  £39.9  million.  After  tax  and 
provisions  for  the  move  towards  an  order-driven  trading 
system  next  year,  the  London  exchange  reported  a  surplus  of 
£9.7  million.  .  •  *  ■ 

C&W  appointment 

CABLE  AND  WIRELESS  is  making  Robert  Lerwfll  its 
finance  director  in  succession  to  Rod  Olsen,  who  became 
deputy  chief  executive  in  July.  Mr  LerivilL  44,  is  currently 
finance  director  ofWPP  Group,  the  world’s  largest  marketing 
services  company,  whose  businesses  indude  J  Walter 
Thompson.  Richard  Brown,  the  new  chief  executive  of  C&W, 
which  operates  in  more  than  50  countries,  cited  Mr  Lerwfll "s 
expertise  in  international  financing  as  his  main  advantage. 
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“As  foreshadowed  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting;  in  October  the 
unaudited  accounts ^for  the  half  year  show  turnover  increased 0.7%  and 
pre-tax profit  lower  by  0J*%i  -r. 

Trade  continues  to  bC  difficult  in  the  Home  topping  Division. 
Hie  strengthening  of  the  pound  since  September,  if  maintained  at  file  year 
em£  win  have  a  significant  effect  on  the  translation  of  the  results  of  the 
overseas  subsidiaries,  particularly  South  Africa  and  Holland. 

Tfacfing  performance  for  the  second  half  Is  expected  to  tfllCw  the  pattern 
of  the  first  six  months.” 
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Chormaft 
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□  British  Gas  cannot  yet  chart  its  future  □  Tougher  powers  needed  for  regulators  □  Green  giant  still  to  deliver  gold 


-  mi  Aim  ui  ideas  that  are 

g,°®®prin^e'but  do  not  work 
On  the  meagre  facts 

that  diVKtends  would  be  slashed, 
perhaps  front  I45p  to  as  low  as 
XK  share- If  so.  shareholders 
should  vote  the  plan  down. 

At  British  Gas.  some  things 
are  movmg  so  fast  that  plans 
become  out  of  date  almost  as 
soon  as  they  are  made.  Others, 
resolying  the  contract 
Jsaster  foisted.®  the  group  by 
Oigas,  are  moving  so  slowly  that 


Turn  off  the  gas  plan 


poriwxvssxsxggz 

m  February  looks  like  an  ex- 

«xise  in  pamtine  air  in  the  dark. 

BO  pic,  the  imaginatively  named 
new  holding  company  for  the 
Jrensco  gas  pipeline  system. 
North  Sea  gas  production  and 
overseas  operations,  depends 
critically  on  Transco*  price  lim¬ 
its  and  regulatory  regime,  issues 

now  in  the  hands  of  tne  Monopo¬ 
lies  and  Mergers  Commission. 

The  MMCs  rulings  will  deter¬ 
mine  future  cashflow  and  profit¬ 
ability.  They  will  also  critically 
influence  the  sensible  financial 
structure  for  Transco  and  there¬ 
fore  BG’s  dividend  policy.  Rich¬ 
ard  Giordano,  who  would 
unfortunately  remain  chairman, 
’"■'noses  that  the  net  current 
it  of  Transco  should  be 


devoted  to  paying  dividends.  If 
that  alone  was  used,  dividends 
could  be  less  than  6p  a  share 
'  before  'Ofgas  degradations..'  . 

Cemnca,  the  demereed.gas 
supply  business,  woulapayjno 
regular  dividend.  How  could  it 
forecast  any,  when  computing 
incompetence  makes  income  a 
matter  of  guesswork,  when  its 
crucial  overpriced  takeorpay 

contracts  are  stil]  unresolved, . 
and  when  their  resolution  might 
remove  part  or  all  oftheMore- 
cambe  Bay  field,  its  rHgf  tan¬ 
gible  asset?  Centrica's  potential 
value  is  as  the  distribution  arm 
of  some  future  multi-utility. 

Unless  the  MMC  comes  to 
conclusions  radically  different 
from  those  of  Ofgas,  there  is  no 
case  for  encumbering  a  poten¬ 
tially  good  but  caslrabsorbing 
energy  production  and  manage¬ 
ment  business  with  a  semi- 
nationalised  utility  from  which 
sane  investors  would  wish  to 
extract  as  much  cash  as  possible 
as  fast  as  they  decently  can. 

Only  by  separating  Transco  as 
a  separate  quoted  company,  as 
die  regulator  always  wanted, 
could  its  dire  future  be  properly 
and  usefully  exposed.  Its  true 


cost  of  capital  1 
revealed.  The  sine  qua  non  of  a 
separate  Transco  would  be  to 
pay  dividends  at  least  at  the 
current  British  Gas  rate  indexed 
to  prices  or  earnings.  Funds  thus 
withdrawn  would  be  replaced 
with  loans  at  market  rates,  if 
Tranaco  was  not  permitted  a 
proper  return.  Only  by  establish¬ 
ing  the  true  market  rate  for 
equity  and  debt  can  Transco 
persuade  its  regulators  to  allow 
an  economic  return. 

That  would  leave  shareholders 
with  one  more  dodgy  piece  of 
paper.  As  yesterday’s  plan  sug¬ 
gests.  however,  their  interests 
rarely  coincide  with  the  board’s. 

Watchdogs  need  an 
eye  on  the  ball 

□  THE  great;  the  good,  and  the 
not  so  good  among  financial 
watchdogs  gathered  in  London 
yesterday  to  debate  “City  regula¬ 
tion  in  the  21st  Century:  Evolu¬ 
tion  or  Radical  Change?”  They 
should  worry  about  the  rest  of 
this  decade  first 

A  rumour  swept  the  con¬ 
ference  floor  that  Sir  Andrew 


Large,  chairman  of  the  Securities 
ana  Investments  Board,  whose 
lucrative  contract  was  due  to 
expire  next  April  had  won  a 
further  two  years.  First  question: 
Why?  Although  an  able  operator. 
Sir  Andrew  has  singularly  failed 
to  dear  up  the  £4  billion  personal 
pensions  mis-sellrng  scandal. 

Having  finally  woken  up  to 
what  was  going  on  in  the 
industry,  the  SIB  passed  the  bulk 
of  the  work  to  the  fledgling 
Personal  Investment  Authority 
led  by  Colette  Bowe.  The  PIA 
was  ill-equipped  to  deal  with  the 
massive  problem  and,  despite  its 
protestations  to  the  contrary,  is 
still  struggling  badly  with  the 
pensions  review.  It  claims  that 
PIA  rules  make  handing  out 
draconian  fines  and  penalties  for 


foot-draggers  a  long-drawn-out 
process.  But  progress  is  what 
counts,  not  punishment.  In  any 
case,  fellow  watchdog  Imro, 
albeit  with  a  smaller  workload 
on  pensions,  has  handed  out 
some  stiff  fines  and  harsh  words. 

Yesterday's  conference  was 
also  enlivened  by  the  neat  pol¬ 
itical  jousting  among  regulators 
for  top  job  under  a  possible 
Labour  administration.  Mike 
O'Brien.  Labour's  City  spokes¬ 
man.  gave  little  away  beyond  his 
tidy  desire  to  fold  all  the  watch¬ 
dogs  into  one  body. 

Angela  Knight,  the  Treasury 
Economic  Secretary,  still  es¬ 
chews  primary  legislation  to 
change  foe  Financial  Services 
Act.  As  often  argued  in  this 
column,  however,  watchdogs 
need  tougher  powers,  not  least  to 
lessen  reliance  an  courts. 

Christopher  Sharpies,  former 
head  of  foe  Securities  and  Fu¬ 
tures  Authority,  argues:  “We 
now  have  a  professional  cadre  of 
regulators.  Practioners,  while 
playing  an  important  role,  are  no 
longer  as  mission-critical  as  they 
once  were.”  If  same  regulators 
have  come  of  age.  they  still  lack 
tools  to  do  foe  best  job. 


Uncertainty  is  also  tempting 
the  bestio  jump  ship  and  join  the 
private  sector.  That  would  be  no 
help  to  investors. 

GrandMetyetto 
purge  its  past 

□  GRAND  Metropolitan  used 
to  resemble  its  Haagen-Dazs  ice 
cream  —  stylishly  packaged  and 
superficially  exciting  but  at  heart 
not  nearly  as  sexy  as  the  advertis¬ 
ing  promised.  Under  John 
McGrath,  its  new  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  the  group  has  fallen  over 
itself  to  purge  that  disappoint¬ 
ment,  neatly  linked  to  former 
chairman  Lord  Sheppard,  and 
convince  the  City  that  the  virtues 
of  brand  building  and  bolt-on 
acquisitions  are  a  bigger  turn-on 
than  scattergun  megadeals. 

GrandMet  has  ruled  out  big 
buys  and  has  finally  managed  to 
brush  aside  talk  of  demerger,  for 
the  time  being.  Instead,  ir  is 
talking  up  the  benefits  of  a  share 
buy-back,  although  shareholders 
will  not  see  any  cash  the  board 
cares  to  return  to  foem  for  at 
least  a  year. 

For  all  foe  dedicated  pruning 


by  the  new  top  team,  foe  pre¬ 
vious  sins  of  GrandMet  still 
linger.  It  was  forced  to  charge 
£550  million  more  "exceptional" 
losses  in  its  latest  accounts  and 
there  will  be  more  as  disposals 
continue  this  year.  There  are  also 
near-forgotten  basket  cases, 
notably  lnntrepreneur,  which 
GrandMet  is  a  long  way  from 
burying.  Even  Haagen-Dazs, 
epitome  of  foe  “new”  GrandMet, 
is  yet  to  make  a  profit  in  its 
European  operations  after  5 
years.  This  is  hardly  reassuring 
as  Pillsbuiy  favourites  start  to  be 
promoted  heavily  in  Europe. 

The  measure  of  the  task  is  that 
GrandMet  still  earns  less  on  its 
assets  than  its  nominal  com¬ 
bined  cost  of  capital,  even  if  the 
gap  is  starting  to  dose.  For  all  foe 
attempts  at  reform,  the  ghost  of 
foe  past  is  set  to  haunt  it  for 
another  Christmas  or  two. 

Courtesy  counts 

□  RUDE  colonials  Julian 
Tracer  and  Brian  Myerson  did 
nothing  for  their  image  by  failing 
to  turn  up  for  the  extraordinary 
meeting  of  Greycoat  they  called 
as  part  of  a  campaign  by  their 
UK  Active  Value  that  has  cost  the 
stretched  property  company 
E300.000  to  no  apparent  pur¬ 
pose.  Kerrwood  Appliances,  their 
latest  target,  will  hope  to  avoid 
active  value  being  destroyed  by 
clumsy  smash  and  grab  tactics. 


PowerGen 
in  £200m 
buyback 

POWERGEN,  the  electric¬ 
ity  generator,  spent  £202.7 
million  buying  back  5  per 
cent  of  its  shares  yester¬ 
day,  hs  third  buyback  in 
the  past  12  months  (Keith 
Rodgers  writes). 

It  bought  33.5  mfflion 
shares  through  KJeinwort 
Benson  and  UBSat6Q5pa 
share;  against  an  opening 
price  of  571  ^p.  The  shares 
dosed  at  589p. 

Pbwergen  originally  in¬ 
dicated  that  it  would  buy 
bade  up  to  10  per  cent  erf  its 
shares  when  it  announced 
the  programme  with  inter¬ 
im  results  last  month.  The 
company  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  further  purchases 
yesterday,  but  analysts  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  may  bay  a' 
further  tranche  in  spring. 

In  die  past  year,  Power- 
Gen  has  bought  bade  two 
tranches,  worth  48  and  53 
per  cent  of  its  share  capital. 


Imperial  Tobacco  to  step 
up  expansion  overseas 


By  Alas  d air  Murray 


GARETH  DAVIS,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  Imperial  Tobacco 
Group,  revealed  yesterday 
that  the  company  was  arming 
to  accelerate  its  expansion 
internationally  to  compensate 
for  the  static  UK  cigarette 
market. 

Mr  Davis  said  that  the  15p 
increase  in  duty  on  cigarettes, 
announced  in  last  week’s  Bud¬ 
get,  would  put  further  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  total  market  see  in 
the  UK.  although  he  added 
that  Imjperial  was  confident  of 
maintaining  volumes. 

Imperial,  which  makes 
brands  such  as  Regal,  Embas¬ 
sy,  John  Player  Special  and 
Superkings,  yesterday  un¬ 
veiled  a  5  per  cent  increase  in 
folFyear  profits,  excluding  in¬ 
terest  mid  tax,  to  £366  million. 
Turnover  rose  by  7  per  cent  to 
£3.8  biflion.-whfle  the  trading 


margin  rose  from  46.6  per  cent 
to  473  per  cenL 

The  results,  which  cover  the 
company's  last  year  as  part  of 
Hanson  before  its  demerger  in 
October,  were  wefl  received  in 
the  City.  Imperial*  shares 
dosed  up  4bp  at  373b p  com¬ 
pared  -  with  an'  opening 
demerger  quote  of  375p. 

The  international  division 
led  the  improvement  with  a  SS 
per  cent  increase  in  profits  to 
£70  million.  JPS  American 
blend  continued  to  make  in¬ 
roads  in  France  and  Imperial 
now  has  a  4  per  cent  market 
share.  Export  sales  of  Golden 
Virginia  also  continued  to 
grow,  especially  in  Belgium, 
although  the  company  raid 
much  of  the  growth  related  to 
tobacco  smuggling  because  of 
excise  differences  with  foe  UK. 

The  company  added  that  it 


Davis:  aiming  to  cut  debt 

was  continuing  to  build  a  solid 
foundation  in  Greater  China 
and  other  parts  of  the  Asia- 
Pacific  region  and  had  recent¬ 
ly  launched  sales  of  Super- 
kings  in  South  Africa. 

In  contrast  UK  profits  were 
flat  at  £303  million  although 


the  company  increased  its 
share  of  the  market  from  37.1 
per  cent  to  383  per  cent.  Mr 
Davis  added  that  the  trend  in 
UK  tobacco  market  away 
from  higher  prioe  brands  had 
benefited  Lambert  &  Butler 
brands,  which  now  account 
for  11  per  cent  of  total  UK 
market 

Imperial  is  facing  12  legal 
cases  for  smoking  damages  in 
the  UK.  including  the  first  no- 
win,  no-fee  case  led  by  Leigh, 
Day  and  Co.  the  solicitors.  But 
the  company  said  it  is  confi¬ 
dent  that  it  will  ultimately  see 
off  the  legal  challenge. 

Imperial  inherited  a  debt 
pile  of  El.I  billion  after 
demerger  and  Mr  Davis  said 
it  is  aiming  to  reduce  this  over 
the  coming  year  using  the 
company’s  strong  cash  flow. 

There  is  no  dividend. 

Tempus,  page  28 


Hanson  delivers 
dividend  cut 


By  Martin  Baker 


HANSON,  the  conglomerate 
that  recently  demerged  its 
tobacco  and  chemicals  busi¬ 
nesses.  delivered  a  larger  than 
expected  cut  in  its  effective 
dividend  rate  yesterday,  as  it 
reported  full  year  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  of  £13  billion,  up  from  £132 
billon  last  year. 

This  year*  figures  were 
bolstered  by  an  exceptional 
gain  on  disposals  of  £609 
million.  Fully  diluted  earnings 
per  share  were  25.6p.  com¬ 
pared  with  183p  last  year.  A 
dividend  of  lp  will  be  paid  on 
January  10  for  the  first  quar¬ 
ter.  although  the  group  is  to 
discontinue  its  practice  of  an¬ 
nouncing  quarterly  dividends 
in  favour  of  semi-annual  pay¬ 
ments.  Andrew  Dougal.  fir 
nance  director,  said. 

During  its  long  years  of 
unbroken  success.  Hanson 
consistently  delivered  steadily 
improving  dividends.  Hie 


break-up  of  the  group  has 
brought  about  a  sharp  cut  in 
foe  dividend  stream  from  the 
on-going  companies. 

Hanson  floated  Millennium 
Chemicals  and  Imperial  To¬ 
bacco  this  autumn,  and  its 
energy  group  is  due  to  be 
demerged  by  February.  The 
building  materials  and  equip¬ 
ment  divisions  will  remain  as 
the  “new”  Hanson.  Mr 
Dougal  said  that  the  demerger 
was  on  track. 

Within  the  group,  building 
materials  and  equipment  had 
to  cope  with  "a  tough  year". 
ARC*  profits  slipped  to  £69 
million  (£84  million)  Hanson 
Brick  also  reported  smaller 
profits  of  E27  million  (£38 
million).  In  the  energy  divsion. 
Eastern  performed  above  ex¬ 
pectations.  adding  £31)5  mil¬ 
lion  to  an  overall  energy 
divison  profit  of  £458  against 
EI67  million  in  J995. 


Profits  slip 
at  London 
Clubs 

HIGH  ROLLERS  stayed 
away  from  London's  casi¬ 
nos  in  foe  first  half  of  the 
year,  causing  the  interim 
profits  of  London  Clubs  to 
slip  to  £19.1  mfllion.  from 
£193  million  last  year 
(Aiasdair  Murray  writes). 

Alan  Goodenough.  chief 
executive,  said  that  foe 
company's  middle  and 
lower-market  casinos  had 
performed  strongly,  but 
profits  at  foe  up-market 
venues  —  especially  the 
Ritz  —  had  suffered  be¬ 
cause  of  a  low  win/drop 
ratio.  London  Clubs  is  on 
foe  verge  of  relocating  the 
Ritz  dub  to  a  new  site  in  St 
James*  Street  London,  so 
that  it  can  improve 
facilities. 

Overall  turnover  rose  9 
per  cent  to  £94  million. 
The  interim  dividend  rises 
5  per  cent  to  2.625p,  due  on 
January  31. 


Have  you 
calculated  the 
real  cost  of 
airline  loyalty 
schemes 
to  your 
company? 

travelling  executives  were  choosing 
flights  which  earned  maximum  points 
rather  than  sticking  to  airlines  offering 
the  most  economic 
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To  Qy  an  air  fine  that’s  best  £or  the  company's  bottom  fine 
■  -  call  easjrJct  on  01582  44  55  77 
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Fidelity’s  group  pension  plan  is  the  only  one  we  know  to  give  your  company  the  scheme  you  want 
today  and  the  unique  systems  ro  deliver  what  you  -  and  your  employees  -  will  demand  tomorrow.  We're 
already  the  US's  roost  popular  money  purchase  provider.  To  find  out  more  call  0345  234  235. 

the  REVOLUTION  hi  GROUP  PENSIONS 

tnrsstments  Us  made  In  outho«,s*d  unit  I  runts  managoa  By  FMpIItv  Invnaimsnr  SmtrtcM  Limited,  regulated  By  IMRO  end  Ihe  Personal  Investment  Authority.  The  valun 
OT  imesnmno  may  tall  as  well  'iso  and  past  pc'lormanec  is  no  gumuniou  of  future  returns  and  ihs  investor  may  not  gal  Dock  the  smnunl  invasion  Fidelity  only 
provisos  HilDfmaitan  about  its  products  and  taffl  not  gtv®  investment  advlca  tmaM  on  innividiuu  clrc  unis  lone  as  mound  By  Rdohiy  Pensions  Mjnoqemvnt,  rp-julalod  by  IMRo 
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Reed  shares  slump  after 
gloomy  trading  warning 


A  SHARP  fail  in  the  price  of 
Reed  International  took 
some  of  the  edge  off  another 
robust  performance  by  the 
London  stock  market. 

Shares  of  Reed  dropped  64p 
to  £1087*2  after  touching 
£11.86  earlier.  The  fall  came 
after  a  gloomy  trading  state¬ 
ment  from  Reed  Elsevier,  the 
company  owned  jointly  by 
Reed  International  and 
Elsevier  of  The  Netherlands. 

The  Anglo  Dutch  publish¬ 
ing  group  told  the  market  that 
the  pound's  strength  could 
wipe  4  per  cent  off  pre-tax 
profits  in  the  full  year.  That 
compares  with  the  2  per  cent 
contribution  currency  transac¬ 
tions  made  to  the  outcome  in 
the  first  six  months. 

HSBC  James  CapeL  the 
broker,  then  added  to  Reed 
International's  woes  by  down¬ 
grading  its  profit  estimates  for 
full  year.  It  is  thought  Capel 
has  lopped  off  £70  million 
from  its  original  forecast  of 
£960  million. 

Earlier  in  the  day.  the  equity 
market  had  been  fuelled  by 
positive  news  from  a  clutch  of 
blue-chip  companies  and 
claims  from  Eddie  George. 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  that  he  was  in  no 
rush  to  push  up  interest  rates 
again.  This  had  enabled  the 
FT-SE  100  index  to  dimb 
above  its  dosing  high  of 
4.073.1  achieved  on  October  21. 
It  touched  4,076.0  before 
another  opening  fail  on  Wall 
Street  took  its  toIL  The  index 
dosed  6.0  up  at  4,051.2  as 
turnover  reached  a  healthy 
910  million  shares. 

The  market  wanned  to 
news  from  British  Gas.  The 
price  touched  228p  before  set¬ 
tling  3p  up  at  217p  after  the 
company  unveiled  demerger 

□posals  and  announced  it 
unwound  some  of  its 
costly  "take-or-pay"  North  Sea 
gas  contracts. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal, 
British  Gas  has  agreed  to  fork 
out  £293  million,  allowing  it  to 
reduce  orders  for  gas  supplies 
by  28  billion  therms  in  the 
next  five  years  with  a  price 
reduction  on  a  further  £133 
billion  therms. 

The  group  now  has  to  reach 
similar  deals  with  other  sup¬ 
pliers.  The  take-or-pay  deals 
cost  it  about  £500  million  a 
year.  British  Gas  has  also 
published  die  timetable  for 
next  year’s  flotation  of  its 
trading  arm  to  be  called 
Centrica. 

PowerGen  also  stood  out 
with  a  rise  of  17*2  p  at  539p 
after  the  arrangement  for  a 


PowerGen  stood  out  with  an  increase  of  Y7hp  to  589p 


buyback  of  5  per  cent  of  its 
issued  share  capital. 
Klein  wort  Benson  and  UBS, 
the  brokers,  paid  6Q5p  for  333 
million  shares.  A  total  of  37.4 
million  shares  had  traded  by 
the  close. 

BT  was  another  firm  mar¬ 
ket,  climbing  L3p  to  399»2p  on 
the  back  of  arbitraging  be¬ 
tween  BT  shares  and  those  of 
MCI  in  the  US.  Earlier  there 


the  sale  of  the  Government’s 
remaining  81  million  shares  in 
the  company.  HSBC  James 
Capel  picked  up  the  stake  as 
part  of  a  bought  deal,  but  a 
large  number  of  shares  contin¬ 
ue  to  overhang  the  market. 

Full-year  profits  from 
Grand  Metropolitan  fell 
short  of  the  billion  pound 
mark  although  the  figure  was 
struck  before  an  exceptional 


LJoydsTSB  lost  an  early  7p  lead  to'dose  6 hip  down  at418p  in  spite 
ofNatWest  Securities  raising  its  profit  forecast  for  the  foil  year  and 
urging  clients  to  add  to  holdings.  NatWest  has  raised  its  forecast 
for  1996  by  5  per  cent  to  £23  bifiUm  and  for 1997  by  6  per  cent  to  £29 
billion.  It  sees  (he  groop  as  tbe  most  profitable  of  the  banks. 


were  reports  that  MCI  was 
about  (o  sell  parts  of  its 
operation  to  avoid  upsetting 
regulators  before  the  proposed 
merger  between  the  two  com¬ 
panies.  Sir  Peter  Bonfield. 
chief  executive  of  BT.  picked 
up  130.000  at  363p.  or 
£471,900,  as  pan  of  a  remuner¬ 
ation  package. 

British  Energy  firmed  Ip  to 
14lp.  The  shares  have  been  a 
weak  market  this  week  after 


debit  of  £577  million.  Brokers 
have  begun  downgrading 
their  forecasts  for  the  foil  year 
because  of  worries  over  the 
impact  of  strong  sieriing  on 
profits.  The  price  finished 
lOVzp  lower  at  446p_ 

There  were  few  surprises  in 
foil-year  figures  from  Han¬ 
son.  with  profits  growing  to 
£13  billion  boosted  by  dispos¬ 
al  gains  of  £609  million.  Even 
so,  there  was  heavy  turnover 
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in  the  shares  with  26.7  million 
traded  as  the  price  firmed  J*p 
to  SOp.  Imperial  Group, 
which  was  hived '  off  earGer 
this  year  from  Hanson,  fin¬ 
ished  4hp  better  at  373fep.  • 

A  profits  warning  ‘.left 
Crown  Products  Up  lower  at 
22*2 .  The  extra  cost  of  merging 
TAG  and  Levercrest  is  going 
to  leave  profits  in  1996  below 
market  expectations.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  feeling  the  effects  of  a 
strong  pound,  which  has  risen 
10  per  cent  against  the  Hong 
Kong  dollar. 

Full-year  figures  from 
Great  Universal  Stores  re¬ 
ceived  a  lukewarm  response 
from  the  City,  with  the  price 
falling  24lzp  to  651*2 p  as 
brokers  again  focused  on  the 
problems  with  the  group's 
mail-order  operation.  Nick 
Bubb,  retail  analyst  at  Mees 
Pierson,  the  broker,  said  that 
the  market  had  been  carried 
away  by  the  recent  acquisition 
of  Experian  and  gave  a  warn¬ 
ing  there  was  no  quick  fix  for 
the  mail-order  business. 

Cadcentre  made  an  encour¬ 
aging  start  to  first-time  trad¬ 
ing  after  a  placing  by  Albert  E. 
Sharp  at  200p.  Shares  in  the 
group,  which  specialises  in  3D 
computer  systems  for  cable 
projects,  opened  at  232p  before 
raring  up  to  24bp.  The  price 
eventually  settled  at  240*2  p,  a 
premium  of  40*2  p  as  almost 
13  million  shares  changed 
hands.  News  of  an  agreed  bid 
sent  Grad  os  34p  higher  at 
159*2  p.  Headlam  Group,  the 
floor-cover  specialist,  is  offer¬ 
ing  about  164p  a  share,  valu¬ 
ing  the  entire  group  at  £329 
million.  Headlam  fell  5p  to 
27S*2p. 

□  GILT  EDGED:  Eddie 
George's  apparent  reluctance 
to  raise  rates  again  hit  the 
bond  market  for  six  as  the 
spectre  of  higher  inflation 
came  back  to  haunt  investors. 

In  the  futures  pit,  the  March 
series  of  the  Long  Gift  fell 
sharply.  After  reaching  a  high 
for  the  day  of  £111  *  i&.  it  closed 
£2TJ2  lower  at  E1093*  as  87.000 
contracts  were  completed. 

In  the  cash  market  opening 
gains  were  quickly  wiped  out. 
leaving  losses  of  more  than  £! 
at  (he  (anger  end.  Treasury  S 
per  cent  2015  fell  £17jj  to 
EIQ3si6.  while  in  shorts.  Trea¬ 
sury  S  per  cent  S  per  cent  2000 
was  £‘i6  lower  at  £103*32. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
stocks  were  slightly  lower  in 
early  trading,  dragged  down 
by  a  sd  1-off  in  the  bond 
marker.  At  midday,  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
flown  261  points  to  6.42033. 
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Cracks  in  the  walls 


AFTER  six -years  of  unchajiged  dividends, 
MEPC  is  probably  heading  tor  its  seventh 
and  inyestes  might-well  wonder  wtyMhgr 
should  wait  for  growth  in  1998.The  company 
had. ready  explanations  tor  the  underper- 
fqrmanoe:  MiEPC  could  not  predict  the 
.  takeover  of  Broadway.  the  anchor  department 
store  aii  Nartimdgeby  a  competing  chain  and 
the  resulting  closure  of  the  main  draw  to  its 
California  centre.  Nevertheless,  investors 
were  .previously  unaware  tipt  Broadway 
owned  its  part  of  Nortoridge  and  trie 
realisation  that  anchor  tenants  at  MEFCSUS 
shaping  centres  could,  under  special  eixeum-, 
stances,  quit  the  malls,  is  sobenog.  * 

Earthquakes,  real  and  metaphorical  at 
Northridge,  have  put  a  huge  damper 
ME  PCs  big  play  on  retailing  in  the  US  and 
the  know-it-alls  wfil  nod  sagely  and  repeat  the 


adage  that  America  is  a  graveyard  for  British 
properly  developers.  But_  excluding  North- 
•  ridge';  America  looks  satisfactory-with^a  13 
per .  cent  total  return.  The  return  from 
Australia  were  only  6.7  per  cent  and  die  UK 

generated  a  mere  8.1  percent  • 

.  There  lies  the  nub  of  the  problem.  MEPCs 
average  cost  of  capital  is  about  12  per  cent, 
but,  currently,  the  company’s  internal  raie-of 
return  is  dearly  well 'below  die  threshold.  On 
that  measure  MEPC  is.  destroying,  not 
creating  value.  Of  course, -the  company  is 
lumbered  with,  dud  properties  from  the  past 
-and  new  assets  will  yield  better  returns. 
MEPC  is  now'  targeting  125  per  cent  IRRs. 
But  the  question  tot  investors -must  be:  is  it 
worth  the  effort?  A  business  which  yields  a 
return  marginally  ahead  of  its  cost  of 
-  investing  has  not  much  to  recommend  iL 
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GUS 

LORD  WOLFSON  of  Sun- 
ningdale’s  feet  were  baidy 
nutter  the  dutinzian's  desk 
before  he  announced  die  £12 
billion  purchase  of  Experian, 
die  data  suppliers.  Tbe  deal 
made .  GUS  took  dynamic 
and  purposeful  and  gave 
many  in  toe  City  toe  mjpres- 
sion  that  his  arrival  at  Great 
Universal  Stores  had  instant¬ 
ly  awakened  retailing’s 
slumbering  giant . 

-Yesterday  came  toe  un¬ 
pleasant  reminder  that  i t  will 
take  more  than  a  few  weeks 
and  another  man  called 
Wolison  to  reinvigorate 
GUS’s  mail  order  burin  ess. 
The  weak  South  African 
rand  was  partly  to  blame  but 
the  hole  in  toe  first-half 
figures  was  mainly  because 
of  a  24  per  cent  foil  in  UK 
mail  order  sales. 

Mail  order  has  great  po¬ 
tential  but  GUS  is  still  m  the 


Reed  Elsevier 

THE  UNKIND  have  always 
said  that  Reed  Elsevier  is 
better  at  acquiring  com¬ 
panies  than  managing  them- 
The  Anglo- Dutch  publisher 
yesterday  gave  substance  to 
die  allegation  with  an  end-of- 
year  trading  statement  that 
came  dose  to  a  profits  warn¬ 
ing.  It  noted,  among  other 


wrong  sort:  old-fashioned 
1,000-page ;  catalogues  and 
agents  earning  commission 
.and  demanding  incentives. 

GUS,  we  were  told,  is  now 
looking  at  various  ways  of 
moving  info  toe  more  profit 
able  and.  fast-growing  mar¬ 
ket  epitomised  by  Next 
Directory  and  Lands’  End.  It 
is  .also  looking  at  taking 
Freemans  off  Sears’  bands. 


The  latter  move  would  be 
essentially  defensive  —  en¬ 
suring  no  one  else  got  Free¬ 
mans  —  and  would  be  likely 
~fo  attract  a  referral  to  the 
MMC  More  effort- spent  on 
seeking  the  right  way.  into, 
the  niche  catalogue  markets 
'  would  be  a  far  more  produc¬ 
tive  use  of  time,  and  would 
make  toe  most  of  GUS's  still 
considerable  cash  resources. 
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in  hard-copy  publishing,  and 
that  the  performance  of  its 
European  exhibitions  busi¬ 
ness  was  underwhelming.  . 

None  of  these  factors  on  its 
own  constitutes  a. crisis.  But 
collectively,  they  left  the  un¬ 
easy  feeling  that  Reed  has 
taken,  its  eye  off  the  ball; 
analysts  responded  by  trim¬ 
ming  their  forecasts. 


Lexis-Nexis,  toe  last  big  pur¬ 
chase.  has  reported  steadily 
increasing  profits  and  con- 
finned  Reed’s  theory  that  its 
best  prospects  are  in  busi- 
ness-to-business  electronic 


publishing  and  the  on-line 
market  But  that  was  two 
years  ago;  Reed  has  made  no 
significant  acquisition  since 
then,  .though  rumours 
abound  that  it  would  like  to. 
acquire  CompuServe  or 
Bloomberg.  Unfortunately, 
the  world  and  his  dog  can  see 
Reed  coming,  aha  prices' 
have  risen  accordingly.  Reed 
may  well  have  to  bide  ds  time 
before  it  makes  another 
splashy  deaL  In  the  mean¬ 
time.  it  should  spend  money 
on  better  managers. 


Imperial 


IMPERIAL  TOBACCO  left 
the  Hanson  group  crowned 
with  laurels.  Initial  trading 
pushed  the  tobacco  compa¬ 
ny’s  stock  higher —an  almost 
forgotten  experience  for  Flan- 
son  shareholders  —  and  at' 


el  which  many  analysts  sug¬ 
gested  was  its  natural  value. 

Since  then  the  share  price 
has  lagged  its  early  success — 
hit  by  the  spread  erf  American 
tobacco  litigation  to  the  UK. 


Imperial  faces  12  lawsuits,  in¬ 
cluding  one  supported  by 
lawyers  working  on  a  no  win- 
no  fee  baas.  Imperial  main¬ 
tains  it  will  come.to  nothing. 

The  addition  of  GaHaher  to 
the’  sector  next  year  will  help 
Imperial  which  wants  to  be 
assessed  tin  profits,  not  senti¬ 
ment.  But  the  battles- with  the 
health  lobby  are  unlikely  to 
diminish-  and  these  wall  al¬ 
ways  have  a  drag  effect  on 
the  share  price.  ' 

Imperial  suffers  from  its 
heavy  weighting  to  the  UK 
where  it  needs  to  run  fast  just 
to  keep  its  sales  level.  Yet,  its 
relatively  small  international 
exposure  —  opto  19.  per  cent 
of  profits  from  13'per  cent  in 
1995  —  leaves  room  for 
.  growth. 

The  company  hopes  to 
make  gains  abroad!  especial¬ 
ly  in.  the  emerging  markets. 


hard  work,  shareholders  are 
still  betting  on  an  unlikely 
end  to  anti-tobacco 
Puritanism. 

-Edited. by  Carl  Mortishbd 
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Swipe  me,  an 

identity  crisis 


£25  a  brick 


A  SWEETENER  for  any¬ 
one  unable  to  afford  the 
seven-figure  sum  to  have 
Sunderland  Football 
Club's  new  stadium 
named  after  them.  For  a 
mere  E2S.  soccer  fans  can 
have  their  name  inscribed 
Into  one  of  the  many 
bricks  being  used  to  build 
a  “Wall  of  Fame’’  at  the 
stadium.  The  Sunderland 
dub's  new  home  will  cost 
£15  million  to  constracL 


Ho,  ho,  ho 


BARE-FACED  Richard 
Branson  took  his  revenge 
at  Virgin’s  Christmas  basb 
in  the  King’s  Road  this 
week.  Finned  to  a  chair  in 
the  middle  of  the  party  was 
Rowan  Gormlcy.  the  for¬ 
merly  hirsute  managing 
director  of  Virgin  Direct 
Armed  with  razors,  his 
guests  took  it  in  turn  to 
take  both  the  beard  and  a 
little  of  the  smile  off 
Go  matey's  face.  Having 
had  the  offending  ferial 
hair  since  the  age  of  17,  the 
cold  shave  couldn't  have 
been  comfortable.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  Branson,  who 
ended  up  coated  in  shav¬ 
ing  cream,  an  obliging 
bottle  blonde  was  by  his 
side  to  wipe  it  dean  away.  . 


Rowan  Gormtey  lost  his 
beard  at  Branson’s  bash 


Socking  it 

SOCKS  and  aristocracy 
plan  to  make  a  powerful 
combination  when  Fex  be¬ 
comes  London’s  first  fisted 
pie  to  quote  its  shares  from 
next  month  on  the  new 
Euro  market  in  Brussels. 
Pex,  which  is  die  lar  gest 
manufacturer  ofcfafldren’s 
socks  and  tights  in  the  UK 
is  run  by  Andrea  Caltaneo 
Della  Volta,  Marquess  of 
Bdfozte,  and  a  descendant 
of  the  tenth-century  Doge 
of  Genoa. 
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It  is  illustrated  with 

.re  of  “Silent  Night" 

corated  in  holly  and 
is.  A  footnote onme 
■Us  redpkats:  “pus 
imports  the  work  of 
deration  of  Prison^ 
Families  Support 
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Stringf&lo#  has 
for  his  old  chum 
“(S’  Sinclair  to 
iis  nightclub  on 
met  In  keeping 

‘estive  season,  old 
s  and  Sir  Clive 
•companied  by  75 
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Will  a  stability  pact  simply 


AN  IDENTITY  crisis 
has  broken  out  at  the 
Registrar  of  Friendly  So¬ 
cieties  since  the  organis¬ 
ation  saw  fit  to  invest  in  a 
second-hand  haf^  Qf 
security  swipecards,  pur¬ 
chased  from  foreign 
parts. 

Employees  have  been 
spotted  recently  wander¬ 
ing  around  the  fortress 
on  Great  Marlborough 
Street  wearing  tags 
around  their  neck  sport¬ 
ing  the  logo  of  the  Royal 
Jockey  Club  of  Hong 
Kong,  among  others.  I 
am  told  that  it  is  a  cost- 
saving  exercise,  bearing 
in  mind  that  the  Regis¬ 
trar  is  moving  in  the 
middle  of  next  month  to 
Victory  House,  in 
Kingsway. 

The  official  Hth-  “ifs 
taxpayers  money  that 
we’re  saving.” 


German  demands 
threaten  to  put 
a  huge  burden  on 
the  citizens  of 
those  countries  in 
a  single  currency 


GERMANY 


FRANCE 


wmm 


There  are  times  when  unpleas¬ 
ant  memories  are  worth  reviv¬ 
ing.  even  if  they  make  our 
friends  suspicious  about  oar 
motives.  Europe  is  approaching  a’ 
fateful  moment  The  leaders  of  the 
European  Union,  meeting  on  Thursday 
at  the  Dublin  summit  are  entering  the 
final  stages  of  negotiation  on  Germany's 
demand  for  a  “stability  pact”.  This 
would  punish  countries  dial  pursued 
economic  policies  deemed  imprudent 
according  to  the  criteria  laid  out  in  the 
Maastricht  treaty.  If  the  15  leaders  reach 
an  agreement  on  anything  like  the. 
terras  now  bring  considered  they  wifi  be 
setting  Europe  on  a  path  that  has  been 
trodden  m  tms  century  only  once  before. 

There  is  one  precedent  for  a  multina¬ 
tional  authority  to  reach  over  the  heads 
of  elected  European  countries  and  levy 
fines  directly  on  their  citizens  for  alleged 
national  defalts.  Hus  precedent  is  the  . 
1919  Treaty  of  Versailles,  which  laid " 
down  a  schedule  of  reparations  to 
punish  Germany  for  waging  war 
against  the  rest  of  Europe.  The “repara¬ 
tions  question”  dominated  European 
diplomacy  and  economics  throughout 
the  inter-war  years,  as  well  as  poisoning 
the  internal  politics  of- Germany  and 
France.  There  are  many  opinions  about 
whether  reparations  played  a  role  in  the 
rise  of  Hitler,  in  the  hyper-inflation  that 
destroyed  the  AVeimar  Republic,  or  in 
the  great  depression  of  foe  1930s.  But  on 
cme  point  virtually  all  historians  are 
agreed;  foe  French  insistence  that 
Germany  must  be  punished  by  paying 
reparations  was  a  big  mistake. 

The  question  now  is  whether  Europe 
might  soon  commit  another  such  histor¬ 
ic  mistake.  Even  to  an  economist  it  is 
hard  to  grasp  foe  political  significance 
of  the  tedious  perrentages  and  decimal " 
pamtk  that  comprise  foe  stability  pact 
proposal  Members  of  foe  single  curren¬ 
cy^ will  be  fined  0.2  per  cent  of  GDP.  plus 
0.1  per  cent  of  GDP  for  every  point  by 
which  foe  deficit  exceeds  foe  Maastricht 
:  reference  level  of  3  per  cent  The  only 
way  to  make  sense  of  such  abstractions 
is  to  put  foe  figures  into  same  kind  of 
hiriancal  context  This  can  be  done  by 
asking  two  concrete  questions. 

How  much  the  main  European 
,  countries  would  have  paid  in  fetes  if  the 
jmpasedstabfliiy  pact  had  been  in  force 
over  foe  past  25  years?  And  how  would 
these  potential  exactions  compare  with 
foe  rei»ratinns  paid  fy  Gerrrany  after 
foe  First  World  War?  ' 

To  answer  foe  first  question  I  applied 
the  stability  pact  formula  to  the  budget¬ 
ary  statistics  for  Germany,  France,  Italy 
and  Britain  firm  1972  to  1996.  It  makes 
surprisingly  fittie  diffence  whether  we 
apply  the  German,  version  of  foe 
Stability  pact  or  the  slightly  “softer" 
version  backed  by  other  governments.  .. 
Italy,  for  example,  would  have  paid, 
maximum  fines  every  year  since  1972 
under  the  German  formula.  Under  foe 
“soft”  formula  it  would  have  paid 
exactly  foe  same  fines  in  24  out  of  the 
last  25  years. 

The  results  of  applying  foe  “Sofia" 
formula  to  OECD  figures  for  the  past  25 
years  are  illustrated  in  the  charts. 
Germany  would,  have  been  fined  only 
once.  The  others  would  all  have  paid 
much  larger  fines:  a  cumulative  1.9  per 
cent  of  GDP  for  Fiance:  4  per  cent  of 
GDP  for  Britain  and  12  per  cent  of  GDP 
for  Italy.  Converting  these  figures  into 
doDars.  the  fines  would  have  totalled 
$25  billion  for  France,  $41  billion  for 
Britain  and  $122  billion  for  Italy. 
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for  which  fines  would  be  payable  under  the  proposed  stabMy  pact  4-Years  hi  which  GDP  dedned  by  2  per  cent  or  more 


How  do  we  compare  these  figures  to 
German  reparations?  There  are  two 
issues:  first,  to  establish  how  much 
Germany  paid  and,  secondly,  to  convert 
this  into  present-day  money.  Germany's 
total  payments  are  still  a  matter  of 
dispute  among  historians,  partly 
because  some  of  the  reparations  were 
paid  in  kind  (far  . example  through  the 
property  expropriated  during  the 
French  occupation  of  foe  Ruhr),  and 
partly  because  German  governments 
received  large  loans  from  America  to 
help  to  make  their  payments.  According 
to  foe  Allied  Reparations  Commission, 
Germany’s  total  payments  were  around 
20  billion  gold  marks,  or  $5  billion  by 
foe  time  Hitler  repo-  ________ 

dialed  all  further  obti-  . 

14  is  opt 

*  *  asstu 

billion  gold  marks  (or 

$8Jj  billion).  Against  inherent 

these  sums  many  au¬ 
thorities  have  offset  of  nation 
Germany's  foreign 
borrowings,  most  of  will  be  0\ 
which  were  never  re¬ 
paid-  Since  Germa-  politic 

ny’s  borrowings  * 

during  the  repara¬ 
tions  period  have  been,  estimated  at  33 
billion  gold  marks,  net  payments  may 
have  come  to  as  little  as  3  billion  gold 
marks,  or  $714  million. 

These  sums  can  be  converted  into 
todays  money  in  several  ways.  The 
most  obvious  is  simply  to  adjust  for 
inflation.  Since  the  value  of  the  mark 
has  repeatedly  been  wiped  out  by  hyper¬ 
inflation.  this  can  wily  be  done  by 
looking  at  prices  in  foe  two  leading 
countries  with  a  history  of  price  stabil¬ 
ity:  America  and  Britain.  American 
prices  rose  ninefold  between  1928  and 
1996,  according  to  official  figures  collect¬ 
ed  by  HSBC  Markets. 

Using  this  multiplier,  the  present-day 
value  of  Germany's  total  reparations 
payments  would  be  $45  billion  to  $77 
billion.  This  is  double  foe  $25  billion 
that  France  would  have  paid  under  the 


It  is  optimistic  to 
assume  the 
inherent  instability 
of  national  budgets 
will  be  overcome  by 
political ‘will’ 


stability  pact.  But  roost  of  Germany’s 
reparations  payments  were  made  with 
borrowed  money,  which  foe  country 
never  repaid.  The  stability  pact  by 
contrast  would  specifically  prevent 
governments  borrowing  to  pay  their 
fines. 

Taking  this  facin'  into  account  foe 
present-day  value  of  Germany’s  3 
billion  gold  marks  in  net  reparations 
payments  would  be  only  $63  billion. 
That  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the 
annual  fines  that  France  would  have 
paid  in  each  of  the  past  three  years. 

Another  way  of  adjusting  for  infla¬ 
tion.  which  takes  seme  account  of  the 
fact  that  asset  values  have  risen  much 

_  faster  than  consumer 

prices,  reflecting  foe 

nistic  to  JESWlffi: 

pfVip  wide  wealth,  is  to 

u  _  consider  the  value  of 
IRtahilitV  reparations  in  terms 

^  of  gold.  This  was  how 

I  budgets  **¥ 

&  set  by  the  Allies.  Ger- 

rcomebv  &***  p®y- 

J  merits  were  between 

1‘wffl’  20  and  36  billion  gold 

_  marks,  as  mentioned 

above.  A  gold  mark 
was  defined  as  6.146  grains  of  900  fine 
gold,  which  meant  that  an  ounce  of  pure 
gold  was  worth  78  gold  marks.  Germa¬ 
ny's  gross  payments  were  equivalent, 
therefore,  to  between  256  and  461 
million  ounces  of  gold  —  worth  $95 
Ullion  to  $170  billion  at  today's  gold 
price.  Net  reparations,  after  deducting 
foreign  borrowings,  were  equivalent  to 
38  million  ounces  of  gold,  now  worth  $14 
billion. 

In  terms  of  gold,  therefore,  Germa¬ 
ny's  gross  reparations  were  considera¬ 
bly  higher  than  the  potential  penalties 
for  France  and  Britain  under  the 


stability  pact,  but  very  dose  to  Italy's 
F.122  billion  liabilities  if  it  reverted  to  its 


FJ22  trillion  liabilities  u  it  reverted  to  its 
historical  economic  performance  (or, 
more  accurately,  if  it  continued  foe 
trends  of  the  past  25  years). 

However,  the  real  burden  of  Germa¬ 


ny's  resource  transfers  to  the  Allies  was 
reflected  in  the  net  reparations,  worth 
only  $14  billion  in  terms  of  gold.  This 
was  just  half  of  the  $25  billion  that 
France  would  have  had  to  pay  under  the 
stability  pad. 

In  sum.  foe  stability  pad.  even  in  the 
more  lenient  form  supported  by  non- 
German  governments,  threatens  to  put 
a  huge  burden  on  the  citizens  of  France. 
Italy  and  other  single-currency  coun¬ 
tries.  a  burden  folly  comparable  with 
foe  one  imposed  cm  Germany  by  France 
after  the  First  World  War. 

Apologists  for  monetary  union  will 
argue,  of  course,  foar  hisiiwy  is  irrele¬ 
vant  to  the  single  currency’s  future 
performance.  Governments  that  join 
EMU  will  make  greater  efforts  to 
control  their  finances  specifically  to 
avoid  foe  stability  pad  fines.  This  may 
happen.  It  may  also  could  be  wishful 
thinking.  Virtually  all  economists  agree 
foal  controlling  deficits  is  harder,  not 
easier,  in  a  single-currency  zone:  gov¬ 
ernments  with  no  control  over  domestic 
interest  rates  or  exchange  rates  have  no 
way  of  compensating  for  shifts  in 
demand.  Indeed,  ft  is  no  coinddence 
that  all  six  of  the  years  when  France  had 
an  “excessive  deficit"  have  occurred 
during  the  post-1987  period  when  the 
franc  was  tied  to  the  marie.  Britain,  too. 
has  suffered  its  biggest  deficits  during 
the  ERM  period  and  immediately 
afterwards.  Simply  to  assume  that  the 
inherent  instability  of  national  budgets 
will  be  overcome  by  political  “will”  after 
1999  is  optimistic,  to  put  ft  mildly.  To 
risk  reviving  the  mutual  suspidons 
among  foe  governments  of  Europe  at 
each  other's  throats  on  the  basis  of  such 
breezy  assumptions  borders  on  mad¬ 
ness. 

Britain  has  the  right  to  veto  the 
stability  pact,  even  if  it  chooses  to  opt  out 
of  EMU.  But  w01  John  Major  have  the 
courage  to  use  this  power?  Or  will  he 
simply  wash  his  hands  and  allow  the 
others  to  carry  on  with  their  folly  —  just 
as  Lloyd  George  did  when  die  French 
insisted  on  foe  madness  of  reparations 
at  Versailles? 


Where  did  we  engineers  go  wrong  in  figuring  out  the  worth  of  our  widgets? 

From  the  President  of  the  aire.  Good  Luck  to  foero  aft,  I  would  ,  almost  certainly  have  aigineens  go  wrong  by  believ- 


From  the  President  of  the 
Institution  of  Structural 
Engineers 

Sir.  The  engaging  charm  with 
which  Nick  Land,  senior  part¬ 
ner  of  Ernst  &  Young,  ex¬ 
plained  away  foe  average 
salaries  of  his  412  partners 

over  foe  past  four  or  five  years 

—  £200.000  per  annum  and 
rising  —  is  to  be  admired. 

I  also  accept  that  by  compar¬ 
ison  with  al  least  one  of  Iris 
contemporaries  in  another 

-major  accounting  firm  his 
own  salary  of£425,000  plus  is 
definitely  “pauperish”  —  at 
that  rate  he  will  never,  as  he 
says;  become  a  muM-arilKan- 


aire.  Good  Luck  to  them  all,  I 
say.  If  clients  will  pay  the  fees 
and  perceive  value  for  their 
money,  then  accountants,  law¬ 
yers  and, similar  professions 
should  be  paid  these  rewards . 
for  their  efforts  in  safeguard¬ 
ing  dient  wealth  and  in  keep¬ 
ing  them  dear  of  the  law. 

But  the  real  sting  was  for  me 
in  the  tail  of  your  article 
(Business  News.  December  4), 
when  Nick  so  honestly  admit¬ 
ted  that  “I’d  rather  have  made 
widgets.  1  could  definitely 
have  been  rumring  some  mis¬ 
erable  factory  somewhere"  — 
and  a  good  job  you’d  have 
made  of  it  too,  Nick!  They 


would  . almost  certainly  have 
been  good  widgets  and  I’m 
sure  the  factory  would  have 
been  at  least  a  little  less 
miserable  for  your  presence. 

;  Of  course,  Nick  and  his 
fellow  directors  would  have 
almost  certainly  had  a  higher 
director/employee  ratio '  to 
deal  with  (Ernst  &  Young  1:16, 
industry  1:60)  and  salaries 
would  have  been  less  (average 
chartered  engineer  about 
£35,000),  but  it  would  have 
been  “jolly  good  fun",  while 
actually  creating  foe  wealth 
that  industry  provides  to  keep 
all  those  accountants  em¬ 
ployed.  Nick,  where  did  all  we 


ing  that  what  we  made  and 
constructed  for  the  benefit  of 
society  at  large  would  be 
valued?  Or  have  1  again 
confused  value  and  worth 
with  remuneratitai? 

Anyway,  enough  of  this; 
back  to  the  lathes  and  mixers 
oar  there'll  be  no  widgets  — 
then  there  really  will  be  hell  to 
pay.  What  will  our  accoun¬ 
tants  say? 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRIAN  CLANCY. 

President  Institute  of 
Structural  Engineers, 

11  Upper  Belgrave  Street, 

SW1. 


Suitable  for  the 
Goldfish  Club 


Windfall  tax  and 
utility  companies 


MORAG  PRESTON 


From  Mr  Stephen  L  Phillips 
Sir,  Pennington  (November 
15)  criticises  the  utiZrty  coro- 
panies  for  distributing  cash 
ahead  of  a  possible  new 
Labour  new-windfall  tax.  But 
surely  ft  is  their  elementary 
duty  to  put  as  much  as.- 
possible  of  their  sharehold¬ 
ers’  assets  oat  of  the  way  of 

£  _ _ _ 


uncompensated  renationa¬ 
lisation? 

I  criticise  them  for  acting  so 
on  such  a  modest  scale.  They 
should  be  distributing  up  to 
the  limit  of  foeir  borrowing 
capacity  then  replacing  99  per 
cent  of  share  capital  with  debt 
instruments,  with  a  charge  on 
their-  company's  assets.  If  a 
windfall  tax  then  bankrupts  a 
utility,  foe  shareholders  will 
be  protected  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  lias-  caused  the 


problem  can  be  left  to  pick  up 
the  pieces. 

If  one  of  the  utilities  had  an 
overseas  investment  in  a  coun¬ 
try  likely  to  get  a  government 
intending  to  expropriate  its 
assets,  would  Pennington  ex¬ 
pect  the  company  to  - take  all 
possible  steps  to  get  assets  out 
of  that  country?  I  suspect  he 
would  write  scathingly  of  tbeir 
incompetence  if  they  did-not 

New  Labour  justifies  its  tax, 
which  Pennington  describes 


as  "unethical",  by  saying  that 
utility  shareholders  have  done 
too  wdl  from  the  terms  of  their 
deal  with  the  Government 
Does  ft  intend  to  use  some  of 
the  proceeds  to  compensate 
those  who  have  had  foe  opp¬ 
osite  experience  —  say  with 
British  Gas.  or  Eurotunnel? 
Yours  faithfully. 

STEPHEN  L  PHILLIPS 
(Chairman).  Hygicare. 
Whitegate  Industrial  Estate, 
Wrexham.  Clwyd. 

Y 


From  Mr  George  May 
Sir.  No  doubt  Annabel 
Geddes’5  gardener  “surviving 
on  social  security  benefits" 
would  appreciate  the  odd  crust 
from  the  Manor  table.  He  may 
even  have  other  sources  from 
which  a  moiety  could  be 
derived. 

My  own  part-time  gardner 
(hard-working  and  much  ad¬ 
mired)  had  been  with  me  for 
several  months  before  an¬ 
nouncing  that  we  shared  the 
same  broker.  This  he  had 
gleaned  from  a  discarded  en¬ 
velope.  He  would  certainly  be 
suitable  for  foe  Goldfish  Club. 

The  gasman  may  not  be  the 
piper,  fait  may  well  know  who 
can  pay. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GEORGE  MAY. 

Sirathyre, 

63  Wei  beck  Road. 

Bolsover, 

Derbyshire. 


Letters  to  The  Times 
Business  section 
can  be  sent  by  fex 
on  0171-782  5112. 
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Cash  is  king 
in  today’s 
gas  market 


Carl  Morfished  looks  beyond  the  deal 
struck  on  utake-or-pay”  contracts 


When  the  price  of  a 
commodity  is  low, 
the  strongest  play¬ 
er  is  the  one  with  deep 
pockets.  Sadly  for  British 
Gas  (BG).  the  counter-par¬ 
ties  in  its  negotiations  over 
the  notorious  “take-or-pay" 
contracts  are  big  casb-rich 
oil  companies. 

Unlike  BG,  they  are  not 
worried  about  paying  divi¬ 
dends  or  finding  the  funds 
to  invest  in  new  projects. 
Companies  such  as  Shell 
and  BP  have  plenty  of 
money  because  of  high  ofl 
prices  and  lower  costs. 

BG  was  trumpeting  foe 
deal  with  BP  yesterday  as  an 
excellent  investment;  but  re¬ 
mained  coy  about  the  de¬ 
tails.  It  has  spent  a  year 
chasing  a  group  of  suppliers 
waving  valid  contracts,  all  of 
which  are  different  in  price, 
volume  and  timescale. 

Yesterday.  Richard 
Giordano,  chairman  of  BG. 
suggested  that  the  deal  over 
16  billion  therms  of  gas 
might  be  a  benchmark.  It 
will  be  lucky  if  it  proves  to  be 
so.  BG  admitted  yesterday 
that  together,  the  BP  and  its 
own  internal  contracts  rep¬ 
resented  only  _ _ 


balance,  but  only  a  tittle.  BP 
took  about  IB  billion  therms 
of  unwanted  gas  back  from 
the  utility.  That  will  not  be  a 
headache  for  the  oil  com¬ 
pany:  the  spot  price  after  the 
recent  cold  weather  has  been 
running  al  20p  per  therm. 
BP  is  one  of  BG’s  cheaper 
suppliers  and  the  gas  utility 
is  paying  £293  billion  to 
reduce  the  price  a  therm  by 
about  2p  to  14p. 

Net  of  tax  the  cost  to  BG  is 
about  £200  million,  which 
suggests  foal  resolving  the 
total  problem  might  cost  £2 
billion.  Moreover,  were  BG 
to  reduce  all  its  expensive 
contracts  (those  at  20p  per 
therm  or  more)  foe  utility 
would  be  faring  a  cost 
nearer  £3  billion. 

But  in  the  smoke-filled 
rooms  where  BG  thrashes 
out  such  deals,  the  devil  is  m 
foe  detail  Shell,  BP  and 
Esso  have  no  reason  to  skin 
this  particular  cat  to  the 
bone.  It  is.  after  all,  their 
biggest  customer.  They  are 
playing  a  much  longer 
game,  one  that  looks  beyond 
Britain  to  the  Continent. 

In  a  few  years,  gas  will  be 
flowing  through  the  inter¬ 
connector  to 


10  per  cent  of 

the  total.  To  .  £  The 

recap;  BG’s  . 
take-or-pay  111  th( 

problem  ‘  - 

stems  from  111 

mat 

the  dash  for  _______ 

North  Sea 

gas  in  the  early  1990s  when 
ft  signed  up  huge  volumes 
with  producers  under  long¬ 
term  take-or-pay  contracts  in 
anticipation  of  rapid 
growth.  All  these  contracts 
differ,  but  operate  on  foe 
principle  that  the  buyer  (BG) 
must  pay  for  the  gas  at  an 
agreed  price  whether  or  no! 
ft  takes  delivery. 

Unfortunately  BG  then 
suffered  a  sharp  decline  in 
market  share  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment  opened  up  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial 
sectors  to  free  competition. 
Competitors,  including  the 
main  oil  companies  rushed 
to  sign  up  customers,  offer¬ 
ing  cheap  gas.  Finally  a 
succession  of  warm  winters 
and  a  surge  in  production 
caused  the  spot  price  of  gas 
to  collapse.  leaving  competi¬ 
tors  able  to  buy  gas  for 
immediate  delivery  at  half 
foe  20p  per  therm  average 
price  BG  was  paying  under 
its  long-term  take-or-pay 
contracts. 

BG  has  been  forced  to  pay 
for  expensive  gas  it  has  been 
leaving  in  the  ground.  Yes¬ 
terday’s  deal  with  BP  goes 
some  way  to  redress  the 


£  The  devil  is 
in  the  detail 
in  such 
matters  9 


The  Nether- 
evil  is  lands  and 

,  Germany, 

letail  where  prices 

,  are  much 

higher  and 
TS  •  the  oil  com- 

~  parties  des¬ 

perately  want 
to  secure  market  share.  They 
wiD  also  be  keenly  aware 
that  prices  go  up  as  well  as 
down  and  foot  the  UK’s  gas 
bubble  will  soon  deflate,  if  it 
does  not  burst 
To  seize  foe  opportunities, 
the  ofl  mqjois  need  ample 
supplies  of  cheap  gas  to  selL 
Therefore  future  deals  wfll 
focus  on  Morecambc  Bay, 
Britain's  biggest  gasfirid, 
owned  by  Centrica,  foe  re¬ 
named  trading  company. 
With  £8  billion  in  the  bank. 
Shell  is  unlikely  to  want 
cash,  but  with  an  eye  to  the 
future  might  like  a  piece  of 
Morecambe  Bay,  a  key  part 
of  the  UK  gas  jigsaw  puzzle. 
Morecambe  operates  as  a 
“string  producer"  ironing 
out  peaks  of  gas  demand 
and.  therefore,  has  strategic 
importance  to  foe  gas  mar¬ 
ket  in  Britain. 

Even  BP,  which  yesterday 
was  waving  an  IOLI  worth 
£293  million,  could  become 
a  buyer.  Due  to  be  paid  next 
year,  a  cash-strapped 
Centrica  might  be  willing  to 
swap  a  promise  to  pay  for 
assets  underground.  In  to¬ 
day’s  gas  market,  cash  is 
definitely  king. 
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Symonds:  founder  of  Grad  us 


By  Keith  Rodgers 

TWO  directors  of  Grad  us  Group, 
the  flooring  accessories  and  carpet 
company,  stand  to  make  almost 
E20  million  in  cash  and  shares 
after  a  £32.9  million  agreed  take¬ 
over  by  Headlam,  the  acquisitive 
floorcoverings  and  fabrics 
distributor. 

Headlam's  offer  values  each 
Grad  us  share  at  I64p,  compared 
with  Wednesday’s  dosing  price  of 

Gradus,  which  reported  disap* 
pointing  results  for  the  first  sot 
months  of  the  year,  has  seen  its 
share  price  stay  relatively  flat  since 


it  floated  at  !22p  in  June  1995.  Ken 
Symonds.  68,  who  founded  Gradus 
with  a  £100  investment  30  years  ago, 
stands  to  receive  E5  million  in  cash 
and  £10  million  Headlam  shares 
from  the  deal. 

Lewis  McDermott  who  teamed  up 
with .  Mr  Symonds  in  1986,  will 
receive  about  £4.6  million  for  his 
stake,  a  third  of  it  in  cash.  The  two 
directors  control  almost  60  per  cent  of 
the  share  capital  and  have  given 
binding  undertakings  to  accept  the 
offer,  effectively  ruling  out  interven¬ 
tion  by  a  third  party. 

Headlam.  which  has  made  two 
Dutch  and  two  UK  acquisitions  this 
year,  said  that  the  takeover  would  ' 


enable  it  to  make  a  strong  push  info 
the  contract  carpets  market,  where.it 
has  only  a  small  presence:  It  also  - 
gains  control  of  Gradus’s  larger 
flooring  accessories  division.  ;. 

The  company  said  that  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  would  immediately  enhance 
earnings.  Its  gearing  is  expected  to 
increase  to  43  per  cent 

The  move  was  broadly  well  re¬ 
ceived^  although  one  analyst  ex- 
pressed  some  disappointment  that 
the  core  strategic  factor  in  the 
takeover,  the  contract  carpets  divi¬ 
sion,  represented  only  a  third  of  the 
total  business. 

Headlam  is  offering  39  new  shares' 
and  £5521  in  cash,  with  a  loan  note 


alternative,  for  every  100  Gradus 
shares,  Gradus  shareholders  will 
also  receive  a  second  interim  dM- 
.  dend  for  the  year  to  December  31  of 
4p  per  share,  payable  on  January  6, 
1997,  making  atotal  dividend  of  SJBp 
per  share  (£  401.  - 

-  r  bia  -trading .  statement,  Headlam- 
said' that,  it  had  enjoyed  record 
trading  levels,  during  the  second  half 
■and  intended  to  recommend  a  final 
1996  dividend  of  4  J5p  per  share, 
making  a  21  per  cent  increase  in  foe- 
total  dividend  to  5<8p.  . .  ~ 

Mr  McDermott,  Mr  Symonds  and 
a  third  director  sold  more  than  three 
million  shares/  worth-  nearly  £4 
mHlion,  when  Gradus  was  floated. 


GU  S  eyes 
Freemans 
but  fears 
a  referral 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


LORD  WOLFSON  of  Sun- 
ningdale  confirmed  yesterday 
that  Great  Universal  Stores, 
the  giant  mail  order  group 
that  he  chairs,  is  interested  in 
buying  the  Freemans  cata¬ 
logue  business,  but  he  fears  a 
bid  would  run  into  monopoly 
objections. 

Lord  Wolfson,  who  was 
speaking  as  he  revealed 
GUS's  first  decline  in  profits 
in  48  years,  also  said  that  his  - 
long-term  plan  is  to  move  the 
group,  best  known  for  its  ’‘big- 
book"  catalogues  such  as 
Kays,  into  the  fast-growing 
niche  catalogue  business. 

GUS's  control  of  about  one 
third  of  the  UK  mail  order 
business  would  be  "a  handi¬ 
cap”  if  it  decided  to  bid  for 
Freemans,  he  said,  but  he  did 
not  rule  out  making  a  move. 
"Clearly  GUS  would  have  to 
say  It  is  interested  m  buying 
another  mail  order  compKUiy 
in  the  UK  because  we  believe 
the  market  is  going  to  consoli¬ 
date,**  he  said.  “There  wont  be 
eight  major  big-book  players 
in  eight  years*, time." 

Sears  said  earlier,  this  week 
that  it  is  discussing  the  sale  of 
Freemans  with  various  com-  • 
parties.  These  are  believed  to 
include  Littlewoods,  N  Brown 
and  Germany’s  Otto  Versand, 
as  well  as  GUS. 

If  a  bid  from  GUS  were 
referred,  the  company  would 
have  to  persuade  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading  to  look  at  its 
share  of  the  whole  UK  retail 
market,  or  the  European  mail 
order  market,  rather  than  the 
UK  maQ  order  market  alone. 
Lord  Wolfson  said. 

Lard  Wolfson,  who  is  also 
chairman  of  Next  took  over  at 
GUS  from  his  cousin.  Lord 
Wolfson  of  Marylebone,  in  the 


autumn.  Delivering  his  first 
set  of  results  for  foe  group 
yesterday,  he  unveiled  a  1  per 
cent  drop  in  pre-tax  profits,  to 
£235.6  million,  in  foe  six 
months  to  September  30.  The 
figures  were  hit  by  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  the  South  African  rand 
against  sterling,  and  a  decline 
in  UK  home  shopping  sales. 

He  said  that  trade  “contin¬ 
ues  to  be  difficult  in  the  home 
shopping  division",  while  the 
strength  of  sterling  will  have 
“a  significant  effect  on  the 
translation  of  the  results  of  the 
overseas  subsidiaries,  particu¬ 
larly  South  Africa  and 
Holland". 

This  gloomy  outlook  sent 
GUS’s  shares  down  21  bp,  to 
654b  p.  The  £12  billion  acqui¬ 
sition  last  month  of  Experian, 
foe  American  information  ser¬ 
vices  business,  should  bolster 
group  profits  in  the  second 
half. 

Lord  Wolfson  added  that  he 
wants  to  expand  GUS’S  direct 
mail  order  business  other 
through  ah  acquisition,  fran¬ 
chising  of  an  established  high 
street  brand,  or  developing  its 
own  *aspirationaI”  direct  mail 
brand  —  along  the  lines  of 
Lands'  End  or  LL  Bean  — 
from  scratch.  The  recruitment 
of  agents  —  the  people  who 
pass  on  orders  to  the  company 
for  a  fee  and  who  form  the 
backbone  of  foe  traditional 
“big-book"  business  —  has 
been  slowed  add  the  size  of  the 
average  order  has  since  risen, 
he  said. 

Earnings  per  share  slipped 
from  I5.7p  to  I5.5p.  but  the  1 
interim  dividend  was  raised  10  : 
per  cent,  to  5.5p.  It  will  be  paid  I 
on  March  27.  _ _ 

Temp  us,  page  29 


John  Dawson,  right,  with  Colin  Ainger.  the  finance  director,  saw  Expro’s  profits  rise  34  per  cent  in  the  first  half 

Forward  warns  again  ^busT* 
after  disaster  in  US  oil 

By  Fraser  Nelson 

DISASTROUS  attemnt  tn  tlw  ml  aftpr  iwn  mnrp  rmK  th**  ppH  for  frvp  wans  —  with  a  '  « 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


A  DISASTROUS  attempt  to 
make  use  of  spare  capacity  in 
the  US  has  prompted  a  second 
profits  warning  in  three 
months  from  Forward  Tech¬ 
nology  Industries,  the  trou¬ 
bled  electronics  and  audio 
company. 

Forward  switched  over  its 
American  factory  to  making 
more  complex  machinery  for 
other  companies,  but  found  it 
was  unable  to  meet  their 
requirements.  Yesterday's 
warning  prompted  a  31  per 
cent  fall  in  Forward's  market 
value. 

The  company,  which  in 
October  gave  warning  that 
profits  would  be  down,  said  it 
was  now  on  course  to  go  into 


the  red  after  even  more  costs 
from  its  15  lossmaking  con¬ 
tracts  in  the  US.  fts  shares, 
which  have  already  nosedived 
from  loop  to  39p  over  the  past 
nine  months,  fell  to  a  two-year 
low  of  26 bp  yesterday,  before 
dosing  at  27^ p.  down  ll*jp. 

Kenneth  Cobley.  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  the  US  failure  had 
been  compounded,  with  slug¬ 
gish  pre-Christmas  sales  for 
its  Sound  and  Vision  ana  but 
indicated  that  the  damage 
would  be  limited  to  a  small 
loss  for  the  current  financial 
year. 

Analysts  now  expect  For¬ 
ward  to  make  a  pre-tax  loss  of 
£400.000  for  the  year  to  De¬ 
cember  31  —  its  first  time  in 


the  red  for  five  years  —  with  a 
return  to  profit  in  1997.  For¬ 
ward  said  it  has  not  taken  on 
any  more  work  for  other 
companies  since  August  and 
expects  the  last  of  its 
lossmaking  contracts  to  be 
completed  by  January. 

Mr  Cobley  said  that  prob¬ 
lems  came  after  the  company 
took  on  plastks-bonding  or¬ 
ders  for  external  firms  to 
escape  the  pressures-  of  its 
easting  market  He  added: 
“On  the  face  of  ft.  it  seemed  a 
good  opportunity  for  us.  but 
we  got  our  fingers  burnt.  We 
will  now  be  returning  to  where 
we  were  18  months  ago,  when 
we  were  involved  in  no  one's 
business  but  our  own." 
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SECOND  FILLING 

THE  proposed  A$8  billion 
(£3.9  billion)  privatisation  of 
Telstra.  Australia's  telecom¬ 
munications  compoauy.  final¬ 
ly  got  the  go-ahead  yesterday 
after  the  coalition  government 
narrowly  secured  parliamen¬ 
tary  approval  for  the  sale. 

The  vote,  which  was  won  by 
35  votes  to  33,  is  a  key  victory 
for  the  Government,  which 
had  been  bartling  for  months 
to  gain  the  support  of  two 
independent  MPs  who  held 
the  balance  of  power. 

The  planned  sale  of  a  third 
of  Telstra  will  be  the  largest 

public  flotation  in  Australia’s 
history  and  almost  double  the 
size  of  the  Commonwealth 
Bank  float  that  took  place 

earlier  this  year. 

The  sale  is  the  centrepiece  of 
the  Government's  budget 
plans  and  is  scheduled  to  get 


under  way  next  year.  The 
Government's  tactics  to  secure 
approval  for  the  sale  were 
condemned  by  the  Opposition, 
which  described  its  moves  as 
pork-barrel  vote  buying. 

In  return  for  the  backing  of 
foe  independent  MPs.  foe 
Government  yesterday  agreed 
to  increase  its  proposed  A$l 
billion  environment  pro¬ 
gramme  by  A$100  million  and 
to  set  up  a  A$250  million  fund 
to  improve  job  opportunities 
In  rural  areas. 

Telstra  paved  foe  way  for 
the  sale  earlier  this  year  with  a 
9per  cent  rise  in  full-year  pre¬ 
tax  profits  to  A$2_3  bfilion  and 
confirmation  that  it  planned  to 
axe  22.000  jobs  over  foe  next 
three  years. 

Analysts  have  said  that  foe 
possibility  of  industrial  action 
could  undermine  the  float. 


NOKIA* 

NEW  GSM  MODEL  1610. 

♦  Up  to  3.5  hrs  talk-time 

♦  Up  to  100  his  standby-time 

♦  Up  to  200  name/number 
memory  SIM  dependent 

♦  Fast  recharge-55  mms 

♦  Weight  250g 
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KINGDOM  OF  MOROCCO 
MINISTRY  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

CONCESSION  OFTHE  INTERNATIONAL 
TRANSSHIPMENT 
ATLANTIC— TANGIER  PORT 

INTERNATIONAL  OPEN  TENDER  FOR 
^QUALIFICATION  OF  BIDDERS 

POSTPONEMENT  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE  BIDS 
DEADLINE 

The  bidden  interested  in  tha  concession  of  the  new  transshipment 
Tangwr-Aflanfc  part  ar  informed  that  the  deadfae  to  submit  the 
praqjuafiflcaflon  documents  imtialy  fixed  on  December  23,  1896  has 
been  postponed  to  February  10, 1997. 

Tfw  postponement  is  to  safety  many  candUstea  who  expressed  the 
need  to  hero  mare  tarn  to  gdt  the  required  documents  prepared. 

The  duly  mad  in  prequaMIcation  documents  are  to  be  sent,  not  later 
than  February  id,  1997  at  3.00  juil  to  the  Mowing  address: 

DIRECTION  DESPCnrSETOUDOUAHtE  PUBLIC  fiUfUTBIE  \ 
Rome  DEAAKRACHE,  HAY  NAHDAK-BP  6131  •TAKADDOUM- 
RABAT-MAROC 


By  Martin  Barrow  . 

EXPRO  International  Group, 
foe  oilfield  services  compahy. 
enjoyed  a  34  per  cent  rise  in 
fast-half  profits  and  said  foe 
oU  industry  was  in  robust 
health  despite  foe  uncertain 
outlook  for  the  price  of  crude. 

In  the  six  months  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  the  company,  which 
came  to  market  lakyear,  lifted 
profits  to  £8.04  million  from  £6 
million.  Expro  reported  strong 
progress  in  ail  regions,  includ¬ 
ing  America,  where  operations 
where  established  m  mid-1995. 

Earnings  improved  to  9_5p 
a  share  from  725p  previously. 
The  interim  dividend  is  in¬ 
creased  15  per  cent  to  2.65p  a 
share  and  will  be  paid  on 
January  30. 

John  Dawson,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said:  "The  oil  industry  is 
in  a  state  of  good  health, 
having  got  to  grips  with  low 
o3  prices  over  the  last  five 
years  through  downsizing,  en¬ 
hanced  technologies  and 
outsourcing.  In  spite  of  cur¬ 
rent  improvements  in  the  oil 
price,  our  customers'  long¬ 
term  investment  decisions  as¬ 
sume  fiat  commodity  prices: 
also,  they  continue  to 
prioritise  environmental 
issues."  I 

Turnover  advanced  34  per 
cent  to  E49.8  million-  The 
North  Sea  accounted  for  turn¬ 
over  of  £22.1-  million,  with 
strong  demand  for  sub-sea 
and  testing  services.  Two  ex¬ 
tended  well  tests  were  con¬ 
ducted  for  Ranger  Oil  .and 
Norsk  Hydro. 

Turnover  in  continental 
•  Europe  was  £10.4  million, 
while  Africa  and  foe  'former 
Soviet  Union  accounted  for 
£9.8  million.  Expro  also  un¬ 
dertook  work  in  foe  Asia 
Pacific  regioru 

Expro  shares  fell  2p  to  45Gp. 
The  shares  were  issued  at  I75p 
in  March  1995. 


Courts  aiming 
to  split  shares 

SHARES  in  Courts  rose  15  per 
cent  to  a  record  high  yesterday 
after  the  furniture  retailer  un¬ 
veiled  better  than  expected  in¬ 
terim  results  and  said  ft  plan¬ 
ned  to  split  its  shares  (Sarah 
Cunningham  writes). 

Courts  proposed  a  five-for- 
rwo  split  of  its  shares,  which 
rose  185p,  to  £11.60.  on  the 
grounds  that  the  price  is  high 
relative  to  most  listed  com¬ 
panies,  inhibiting  liquidity. 

Pre-tax  profits,  excluding  an 
exceptional  credit  of  £48  mil¬ 
lion  for  last  year,  rose  14Z  per 
cent,  to  £9.6  mfllicn,  in  the  half 
year  to -September -  29.  Sales 
ro5e-3L5  per  cent,  to  £180  mil¬ 
lion.  The  interim  dividend,  due 
on  April  11,-rises  0.4p  to  25p. 


blamdd  atower  rate  of  armoured  vehicle  deliventf  at  its  AMs 
vehicles'  subsidiary  and  losis  of  more  than  £15  mtlftan  at  AMs 
TrimsmfesiQns.  Turnover  tell  to  E9^.t^on  from 
frifflipn  and  operating  profits  were  reduced  to  £4.93  mzlhcm 
from  £6 J  million.  -  ■  -j  ■■  1 

However,  profits  at  the  pre-tax  level. were  helped  by  an 
• :  improved  contribution  from  Avium,  an  assoaated  company, 
and  higher  interest  receipts.  Earnings  were  l(Up  a  share  (lOp- 
last  time)  and  the  total  dividend  is  increased  to  3p  a  share . 
_  from  2p,  with  a  2p  final  (I-25p)-  Alvis  ended  the  year  Mfo  net 
cash  of.  E26.fi  .mfllipa  Nick  Prest,  chairman,  said  foe 
company’s  strong  order  book  and  balance  sheet  provided  a 
good  platform  from'whlch  to  go  forward. 

Exports  boost  Denby 

■  GROWTH  of  .60  per  cent  in  exports  spurred  Denby  Group, 
the  Derbyshire  pottery  maker,  to  a  record  pre-tax  profit  of 
£6.1  million,  up  2S  per  cent  in  the  year  to  September  30. 
Eamings  per  share  rose  by  27  per  Cent,'  to  122p.  and  the  final 
dividend  rises  from  23p  to  2l7p,  due  on  January  15,  giving  a 
full-year  dividend  up  by  17.  per  cent,  to  4.05p.  The  oohipany  • 
said  that  sterlings  recent  strengthening  was  “an  isue^and 
that  it  is  “taking  appropriate  measures  tn  limit  the  impact". 

Abbeycrest  glitters 

^  ABBEYCREST;  the  gold  and  silver  jewellery  manufacturer,  - 
rase  to  £188,000  from  £90,000  in  the  six  months  to  August  31. 

'  Earnings  rose  to  05p  a  share  from  03p.  while  £25.4  rnUlibn 
turnover- compared  with  £22.7  million.  Abbeycrest  will  pay 
an  interim  dividend  of  I2p  (12p)  on  January  17.  Midiari 
Lever,  chairman,  said  he  was  pleased  with  foe  company’s. 

■  further  profitable  growth,  wifo  the  six-month  period  being 
one  pf  positive  diange  and  development." 

Hornby  back  on  track 

PRE-TAX  profits  at  Hornby  Group,  the  model  railway  and  toy 
manufacturer,  recovered  to  £1.1  million  from  £272,000  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30  despite  a  decline -in  turnover  to  £13.1 
million  from  £13-7  million.  The  interim  dividend  of  2p  (nfl)  will 
be  paid  oo  January ’30.  Peter  Newey.  chairman,  said  a  change  in 
the  mix  of  products  sold  led  to  the  Unproved  profit  He  said  a  new 
operational  management  team  was  appointed  in  September  to 
improve  production  efficiency  and  reduce  production  costs. 

Stake  for  Bardon 

BARDON  GROUP,'  the  international  quarrying  and 
aggregates  group,  is  poised  for  an  investment  in  Bruntdiffe 
Aggregates,  although  a  full  bid  is  ruled  out.  Bardon  has  taken 
an  option,  expiring  on  January.  3,  to.  aoquire  S  million 
Bruntdiffe  ordinary  shares — representing  almost  15  per  cent 
of  the  share  capital  —  and  unsecured  loan,  stock  convertible' 
ioto  5.05  per  cent  of  the  enlarged  share  capital  The  purchase 
will  be  satisfied  in  £3:1  milh'oh  of  new  Bardon  shares. 

Norbain  expansion  plan 

NORBAIN,  the  distributor  of  .dosed  qrcuif  television  ! 
equipment  is  targeting  acquisitions  in  continental  Europe  as  ; 
it  lays  plans  for  further  expansion.  The  Company,  which  also  I 
supplies  alarm  products,  reported  an  18  per  cent  increase  in  ' 
pre-tax  profits  to  £2  jmfllion.rar  the  six  months  to  October3!,  I 
with  turnover  rising  34  per  cent  to  £43  mllliorr.  The  interim 
dividend  is  lifted  20  per  cent -to  3p  a  share,  payable  from 
earnings  that  rose  18  per  cent  to  I2.49p  a  share. 

Syltone  pulls  ahead 

SYLTONE,  the  transport  engineering  group,  said  strong 
demand  in  the  Far  East  helped  to  offset  weak  markets  in 
Europe  and  North  America  in  the  six  months  to  September  30. 
Sales  declined  in  southern  Spain  but  rose  in  northern  Europe. 
The  company  achieved  a  46  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
E2.6  million  on  turnover  that  rose  54  per  ceot  to  £39.4  million. 
The  interim  dividehd  is  increased  1]  per  cent  to  2p  a  share, 
payable  out  of  eammgs  foat  rose  13.6  pear  cent  to  6.69p. 


EXCLUSIVE-:  OFFER  1UF  ^  TIMES 


■  The  Times,  in  association  with  the; British'  Museum,  gives 
.  you  the.opjJOTtunily  to  get  a  discount  off  the  price  of 
tickets  for  (he  China  exhibition.  Instead  of  the  faff  price  of 
£5.  Times  readers  can  buy  .tickets  for  E3  each.- !  ;  . ' 

- ,  The  Mysteries  of  Ancient  China  Is  the  first  major  '  -  . 
-- Chinese exhibitimm'^  ^for2Dyeare.  itindutte  -  - 


k  “ '  _  -  uuj  a  ickcmjj.GAUT': 

vatedrojral  twnbs  and  sacrificial  pits. 

/• ;Alf  you; haiit;  to  do  Bipresent  the  voucher  below  at  the  • . 
eishffiltiMi  ticket  Idoskat  foe  British  Museum.  A  tidied  ' 
ticketing  systemis  in  operation.  (For  further  informatioh  V 
caff  the  Britidi  Museum  on  0171-323  8783.1  ;  -  ■.=. 

;  :  You  cairuse  theadvanoe  booking  system  Jwwhidi  a  Ei 
per'tidcet  booking  fee  is  dialed;  (Wwi’ll  affTsave  fi  by. 

-  quoting  The  Times.)  Contact  Fust  Gall  on  0171-420  0000.  - .  - 
Ffease  bring  this  voucher  with  your  ticket.'  ‘  “ 

j  Q  A  VF  TOE«a*feTIMEsl 

I  EXHIBITION  VOUCHER  j 

I  Mysteries  ofAndent  China.  | 

I  ■  *  V  sponsored-by  77icTimes  | 

I  This  voucher  entitles  ihe  j 

1  BHdM  mf  bearer  to  buy  one  ticker  atOie  j 

J  W'  .  -W~  discounted  price  of  LX  j 

•  L  -■  X  A  BRITISH  I 

|_  HMM  MUSEUM  J 
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French 
business 
for  £18m 

By  Fraser  Nelson 
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LOGICA,  the  computer  ser¬ 
vices  group,  has  .  taken  its 
largest  step  so  far  in  creating  a 
pan-European  network 
“rough  buying  a  major 
Rench  software  consultancy 
for  £18.4  million. 

A*®*  Ingenierie;  whidi 
employs  LOGO  staff  across 
Francs;  Belgium  and  Luxem¬ 
bourg.  wfll  become  Logka's 
largest  overseas  subsidiary, 
adding  sales  of  £41.1  millions 
year. 

Axime  made  a  loss  of 
E 60,000  in  its  last  financial 
year,  but  Logica  said  that  its 
value  was  enhanced  by  its 
contacts  with  blue-chip  clients 
across  France,  providing  vital 
links  with  European  business. 
»  Martin  Read,  Logica’s  chief 
^iecutive,  accepted  that  the 
French  economy  was  in  poor 
health,  but  said  that  Axime 
was  ideally  positioned  tor  the 
predicted  surge  in  spending  on 
computer  systems  by  Euro¬ 
pean  businesses. 

He  said:  “France  has  been  a 
serious  gap  in  Logka’s  world¬ 
wide  map.  Axime's  customers 
indude  lots  of  big  names  in 
France  who  are  the  very 
people  we  want  to  do  business 
with." 

If  France  subscribes  to  a 
single  current,  he  said,  it  will 
trigger  demand  for  new  soft¬ 
ware  systems  from  banks  and 
insurance  companies,  whidi 
account  for  40  per  cent  of 
Axime's  business.  Over  the 
next  three  years,  the  computer 
consultancy  market  is  also 
expected  to  gain  from  demand 
/him  companies  updating 
their  computers  to  cope  with 
dates  beyond  the  year 2000. 

The  deal  is  being  funded 
from  Logka's  cash  pQe,  and 
through  limited  borrowings. 
Mr  Read  said  that  the  compa¬ 
ny's  gearing  was  still  very  low, 
.caving  it  capable  of  making 
more  buys  in  continental 
Europe. 

Logica  shares  dosed  yester¬ 
day  at  a  new  high  of  889pt  up 
27‘ap. 

Axime  is  to  be  renamed 
Logica  SA,  but  its  headquar¬ 
ters  will  remain  in  Paris,  and 
there  wffl  be  no  job  losses. 

After  the  acquisition, 
Logka's  worldwide  staff  wiD 
rise  to  4300.  .  across  20 
countries. 


Martin  Read,  left;  and  Andrew  Given,  finance  director,  are  developing  a  pan-European  network  for  Logica  by  buying  a  French  software  consultancy 


City  trims  forecasts  as  Reed 


warns  of  lower  group  profits 


ByEricReguly 


THE  City  scaled  bade  its 
earnings  forecasts  for  Reed 
Elsevier  after  the  publishing 
group  revealed  tough  trading 
conditions  in  several  of  its 
businesses.  The  shares  of  Reed 
International  of  Britain,  which 
jointly  owns  the  company 'vrith 
Elsevier  of  The  Netherlands, 
feU64p.toE1037la. 

In  as  end-of-year  trading 
statement,  Reed  said  the  busi¬ 
nesses  overall  "are  maintain¬ 


ing  good  organic  growth"  and 
that  it  remains  “confident 
about  die  outlook  for  the 
year".  But -it  cited  several 
factors  that  taken  together, 
suggested  group  profits  in 
1997  would  come  in  below 
some  analysts’  forecasts. 

Nigel  Stapleton.  Reed's  co- 
chairman,  said  that  the  exhibi¬ 
tions  business  in  Europe, 
particularly  in  France,  has 
been  “softening",  although 
growth  is  strong  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Asian  markets. 


Europe,  however,  accounts  for 
less  than  one  third  of  the 
division's  business. 

In  the  travel  group,  be  noted 
that  growth  in  electronic  pub¬ 
lications  was  still  not  high 
enough  to  offset  the  decline  in 
revenue  from  their  hard-copy 
counterparts.  Real  does  not 
expect  growth  in  electronic 
publications  to  offset  hard¬ 
copy  declines  until  1999  at  the 
earliest.  Mr  Stapleton  said 
that  a  £30  million  investment 
programme  is  under  way  and 


is  “designed  to  position  the 
business  in  an  online  environ¬ 
ment  and  to  reverse  the  cur¬ 
rent  revenue  trends". 

Finally,  Reed  noted  that  the 
recent  rise  in  the  value  of 
sterling  is  not  working  in  its 
favour.  It  said  that  about  half 
of  its  profits  are  earned  in 
dollars  and  Dutch  guilders 
and  that  1997  profits  would  be 
hurt  by  some  4  per  cent  if 
exhange  rates  for  these  cur¬ 
rencies  remain  at  current  lev¬ 
els.  The  rise  of  sterling  in  the 


Ransomes  cuts  its  way  to  a  record 


Bx  Fraser  Njei£on 


VALUABLE  contracts  from  St 
Andrews  and  Gleneagles  golf 
courses  prompted  strong  fol¬ 
lowup  sales  for  Ransomes, 
the . .  lawnmower  company, 
whidi  returned  record  .results 
in  the  year  to  September  30. 

The  growth  of  golf  courses 
across  Europe  stoked  demand 


for  its  custom-made  lawn- 
mowers,  as  its  commercial 
division  saw  profits  grow  by  8 
per  cent  to  £203  mifiiorL 
But  profits  fell  in  its  proper¬ 
ty  and  consumer  divisions. 
leaving  overall-  sales  flat  at 
£186  million.  The  £37  million 
raised  in  a  rights  issue  in 
January  helped  to  cut  borrow¬ 
ings  from  £66.6  million  to 


£5.18  million,  to  leave  pre-tax 
profits  of  £12.8  million  (E9_2 
million}. 

The  company  blamed  a  late 
and  severe  winter  for  the 
slump  at  its  consumer  divi¬ 
sion.  whose  profits  fell  from 
£483,000  to  £100,000.  The 
situation  had  been  exacerbat¬ 
ed  by  a  genera]  slump  of  20 
per  cent  across  the  home-use 


lawnmower  market,  it  added. 
Sales  to  park  authorities  in 
France  and  Germany  were  hit 
by  a  cut  in  spending,  but 
Ransomes  said  its  share  of  the 
market  was  maintained. 
Earnings  grew  to  43p  per 
share  (3.1  p).  A  resumed  final 
dividend  of  0.75p  brings  the 
year  total  to  l-25p.  payable  on 
February  3. 


second  half  of  this  year  has 
already  reversed  a  2  per  cent 
currency  translation  gain  in 
the  first  half. 

The  City  consensus  was  that 
Reed  would  report  pre-tax 
profits  ranging  from  £920 
million  to  £930  million  next 
year.  Salomon  Brothers,  the 
Wall  Street  securities  house, 
now  expects  earnings  of  £870 
million  to  £880  million. 

Reed  made  no  comment 
about  its  acquisition  strategy. 
The  company  has  said  that  it 
intends  to  make  a  multi- 
billion-dollar  purchase  in 
North  America  using  the  cash 
pile  it  has  built  from  the  sale  of 
its  consumer  businesses.  Reed 
made  no  significant  acquisi¬ 
tion  this  year  and  is  expected 
to  make  a  move  in  1997. 

Mr  Stapleton  would  not 
comment  on  speculation  that 
Reed  would  like  to  buy  some 
or  all  of  Bloomberg,  die  pri¬ 
vately  held  financial  informa¬ 
tion  group  in  America  that 
competes  with  Reuters. 


Tempos,  page  28 


Kier  flotation 
gives  shares 
bonanza  to 
employees 


By  Keith  Rodgers 


ABOUT  900  employee  share¬ 
holders  in  Kier  Group,  the 
construction  company  bought 
out  from  Hanson  in  1992,  will 
see  the  average  value  of  their 
original  investment  soar  from 
£4300  to  E5Q.000  when  the 
company  floats  on  Thursday. 

NatWest  Markets  released 
Kier’s  listing  document  yester¬ 
day,  with  a  placing  price  of 
170p  per  share.  That  values 
the  company  at  £53,8  million. 

The  company  plans  to  raise 
£27  million  by  issuing  1.6 
million  new  shares,  which  will 
be  used  mainly  to  redeem 
preference  shares  held  by  Hill 
Samuel  Bank.  Assuming  the 
offer  is  fully  taken  up.  employ¬ 
ees  wfll  own  81  per  cent  of  the 
company  and  Electra  Fleming 
will  hold  93  per  cenL 

Colin  Busby.  Kier*s  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive,  said 
only  4  per  cent  of  the  total  em¬ 
ployee  holding  was  being  sold 
in  the  placing,  realising  £23. 
million.  The  directors,  who 
will  own  63  per  cent  of  the 
enlarged  share  capital,  are  not 
selling  any  of  their  holding. 

Mr  Busty  said  the  company 
was  coming  to  market  to 
redeem  preference  shares  and 
unlock  part  of  the  employee 
shareholding.  It  has  no  imme¬ 
diate  expansion  plans  for  ac¬ 
quisitions,  but  felt  the;  time 
was  right  to  float. 

Kier  said  the  opening 
months  of  the  current  year, 
from  July,  had  seen  an  in¬ 
crease  in  turnover  in  its  con¬ 
struction  and  -homes  and 
property  divisions. 

Pre-tax  profits  have  risen 
steadily  over  the  past  four 
years,  from  £5.6  million  in  the 
year  to  June  30.  1993,  to  £73 
million  in  19%.  Turnover  in 
the  same  period  increased 
from  £5122  million  to  £614.6 
million.  The  placing  price 
represents  a  multiple  of  II 
times  historic  earnings. 

Mr  Busby  said  the  compa¬ 
ny's  non-executive  directors 
had  recommended  against 
splitting  his  joint  role.  How¬ 
ever.  he  indicated  that  the 
option  was  being  kept  open. 

Directors  and  other  share¬ 
holders  controlling  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  share  capital 


have  undertaken  not  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  their  shares  without 
Nat  West’s  consent  before  the 
announcement  of  the  ftiU-year 
results  to  June  1997  and  to  sell 
no  more  than  20  per  cent  the 
next  year.  Electra  Fleming  has 
also  undertaken,  with  certain 
conditions,  to  retain  its  own 
holding  at  least  until  October 
31. 1997. 

Hiil  Samuel  stands  to  real¬ 
ise  more  than  £2  million  from 
the  sale  of  shares  and  the 
redemption  of  preferences. 


Chrysler 
buyback 
fund  $2bn 


From  a  correspondent 


CHRYSLER,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  auto  manufacturer, 
yesterday  increased  its 
share  buyback  pro¬ 
gramme  for  1997  to  $2 
billion,  from  $1  billion, 
and  said  it  will  increase 
the  annual  dividend  to 
$1.60  a  share  from  $1.40. 

The  company's  share 
buyback  programme  now 
totals  $5  billion  since  it 
was  started  in  1995.  Chrys¬ 
ler  has  repurchased  108 
million  shares  and  had  714 
million  shares  outstand¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter.  • 

With  the  $2  billion  share 
buyback  programme  for 
19%  completed,  the  board 
.has authorised  an  immedi¬ 
ate  start  to  the  1997  pro¬ 
gramme,  subject  to  market 
conditions.  Robert  Eaton, 
chairman,  said:  “The 
board  are  positive  about 
the  company's  prospects 
and  believe  that  based  on 
the  current  economic  out¬ 
look.  the  Increased  divi¬ 
dend  is  sustainable  and 
the  buyback  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  while  the  company 
continues  to  fund  its  ag¬ 
gressive  product  and  mar¬ 
keting  programmes." 


NIE  advances  9%  at 
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From  Eileen  McCabe 

IN  DUBLIN 


?  7  1  l 


NORTHERN  Ireland  Elec¬ 
tricity  (NIE),  whose  price 
structures  are  being  reviewed 
by  the  Monopolies  and  Merg¬ 
ers  Commission,  yesterday  re¬ 
ported  a  9  per  cent  increase  in 
interim  pre-tax  profits  to  £52 
million. 

David  Jefferies,  diairman, 
used  the  opportunity  to  reiter¬ 
ate  NIB’S  argument  that  it  can 
not  deliver  similar  tariffs  _  to 
other  British  companies 
because  it  does  not  have  “the 
benefits  of  economy  of  scale 
and  diversification  of  genera¬ 
tion  source". 

In  August  NIE  referred 
i  JU1'  Ofreg’s  first  review  of  its 
prices  to  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission.  Its  re- 


Patrick  Heran  is  raising  die  interim  from  profits  of  £52m 


port  is  now  due  on  March  17. 
The  regulator  had  ordered 
NIE  to  cut  its  revenue  by  31 
per  cent  next  year  and  to  cap 
price  rises  over  the  following 


four  years  to  two  percent 
points  below  inflation.  NIL 
responded  by  offering  a  ance- 
off  revenue  reduction  of  22  per 
cent  next  year,  to  be  followed 


by  a  price  cap  of  three  percent¬ 
age  points  below  inflation. 
After  a  series  of  bitter  ex¬ 
changes,  the  matter  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  MMC. 

Yesterday  NIE,  where  Pat¬ 
rick  Heran  is  chief  executive, 
said  turnover  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30  was 
up  11  per  cent  to  £236  million. 
Earnings  per  share  rose  to 
28.7p  from  243p  and  the 
company  declared  a  10  per 
cent  increase  in  the  interim 
dividend  to  53p.  payable  on 
March  27. 

Mr  Jefferies  said  the  results 
reflected  Northern  Ireland's 
buoyant  economy  and  insisted 
that  although  MMC  recom¬ 
mendations  would  impact  on 
income,  recent  efficiency  and 
>  measures  would  benefit 
ilders  and  customers. 


THE  SENIOR  EXECUTIVE 
COURSE  FROM  MANCHESTER. 

WHEN  REACHING  THE  TOP 
IS  NOT  FAR  ENOUGH. 


”  •/ 


i 


For  somO  people,  reaching  the  diziy 
hc-figlm  or  Executive'  statu:,  is 
aciltim  enough. 

However,  if  you're  one  whoie  career 
aipiratlonr.  aim  even  higher,  then 
the  Senior  Executive  Course  (SEC)  at 
Manchester  Business  School  can 
prove  invaluable. 

Founded  over  20  years  ago.  tho 
course  has  been  developed  to 
ensure  total  relevance  to  today's 
business  environment  and  is  now 
regarded  as  one  of  the  finest 
strategic  management  courses  in 
the  world. 

Designed  specifically  for  senior 
manager;  with  at  least  10  years 
management  experience,  the  SEC  is 
a  demanding,  throe  week  intensive 
course,  involving  real  fife'  projects. 
For  more  information  on  the 
SEC  or  any  of  the  other  loading 
management  courses  at  Manchester 

Business  School,  telephone  Pam 
Ogden  on  r  44  (0)  761 -27S  639d  or 
fox  on  -*-44  (0)161-275  6532. 

E-mail:  P.Oqdc-r,  fs2.mbs.ac.uk 
WWW:  Imp;// www. mbs. ac.uk 
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Greencore 

earnings 


up  by  16% 


From  Eileen  McCabe 

IN  DUBLIN 


GREENCORE,  the  sugar, 
milling  and  malting  group 
based  in  the  Republic  of 
Ireland,  yesterday  repotted  a 
stronger-tftan-expected  rise  in 
annual  pre-tax  profits,  citing 
improved  sales  across  the  foil 
spread  of  its  businesses.  Earn¬ 
ings  before  tax  rose  by  16  per 
cent,  to  IrG4.6  million,  the 
company  said. 

David  Dilger,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  that  the  high  produc¬ 
tion  rates  of  the  current  sugar- 
processing  campaign  and  the 
recant  strengthening  of  ster¬ 
ling  against  the  Irish  pound 
augured  well  for  the  future. 
Greencore’s  sugar  division  re¬ 
mains  its  star  performer,  with 
operating  profits  of  Ir£27  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  year  to  September. 
Sales  were  up  5  per  cent, 
largely  because  of  increased 
exports. 

Greenoore's  growing  list  of 
associate  companies,  which 
includes  Rears,  the  UK  bak¬ 
ery,  contributed  just  over  lr£5 
million  to  the  final  profits 
tally.  Earnings  rose  10  per 
cent  to  Ir25-3p  a  share.  The 
company  declared  a  I?  per 
cent  increase,  to  Ir4-5p,  in  the 
final  dividend,  giving  a  total 
for  the  year  of  -Ir63p  (Lr5.9p). 
payable  on  February  17. 
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Showroom  Hours 

of  Business: 

InteT  133MHz  Pentium1  Processor 
16MB  High  Performance  SDRAM 
256KB  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

3.5"  Floppy  Disk  Drive 

Mitsmni  12X  CD-ROM 

Western  Digital™  25GB  HUE  Hail  Drive 

Integrated  Creative  Labs  FM  Sound  Card  with 

Altec*  Lansing  ACS4]  Speakers 

Integrated  ATI  CT  3D  2MB  SGRAM  Graphics  Accetaalw 

15*  CrystaEeaf  Monitor' 

DesktopAGni  Tower  Case 

Windows*  95 125  AnyKey*  Programmable  Keyboard 
Microsoft®  Mouse  .  . 

MS  Windows  95 
MS  Generations  Software  Bundle 
Games  Bundle 
3  Yev  Limited  Warranty 


£1149  (£1384.15  inc.  VAI  &  Delivery) 


GATEWAY2000 
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0800  74  2000 
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Gateway  2000,  Owsteagh  Industrial  Estate,  DuMn  17,  Inland. 
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ENDOWMENT  POLICIES 


WANTED 


THE  INSURANCE  POLICY 
TRADING  COMPANY  LTD 


22  Church  Street,  Godalming 
Surrey,  GU71EW 

•B  0X483  427S75 :  Fax  01483  418866 


Our  Clients  get  Quality 
Results  and  Fast  Service 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6  1996 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 

01716806800 


EDUCATION 


FAX: 

0171  782  7899 


g|  BROMSGROVE  SCHOOL 

Pounded  1553  Re-Endowed  1693 

Upper  School  (HMC,  13-18)  695  pupil*,  Lower  School  (IAPS;  7-13)  425  pupils,  Pw-Pieparatory,  (3-7)  140  pupils 

BOARDING  AND  DAY,  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

Building  for  the  Future  on  the  Foundations  of  the  Past 

Bnnusgrove  School  is  a  boarding  school  with  a  strong  sense  of  its  history  bat  with  a  very  modern  outlook.  Situated  in 
North  WcniX3t»^iir^ttstaiidsonaiiattr»llve  100  acre  dt*.  Since  1990  £7m£Qion  has  been  spent  improving  fcc&hies  and 
a  further  flmHUon  per  annum  is  planned  fin-  the  next  five  yean.  The  School’s  intention  is  to  provide  a  wealth  of 
opportunities  for  its  pupils,  enabling  each  chad  to  develop  fab  or  her  talents  to  the  full.  The  School’s  investment  in  the 
most  up-to-date  facilities  and  equipment  phis  its  effective  system  of  pastoral  care  for  the  indfvUnal  have  been  the 
cornerstones  of  success  in  a  range  of  area  -  academic,  cultural  and  sporting. 


Recent  additions  to  the  School:  1991  Technology  Block  for  Lower  School; 
1994  Library  &  Resources  Building  for  Upper  School;  1995  new  Lower 
School  classroom  block  with  library  pbu  extensions  to  Assembly  HoB  and 
Dining  Had;  1996  Sports  Hall  for  Lower  School,  upgraded  boarding 
accommodation  in  Upper  School,  Floodlit  AO  Weather  Athletics  Track; 
extension  to  Mathematics  and  Modem  Languages  departments  opening 
February  1997;  Upgraded  Science  Laboratories  1996-1997. 


Other  features  of  the  School:  excellent  success  at  GCSB  and  'A'  level  - 
’A’  lead  pass  rate  94%  (SOU  at  A  &  B ),  GCSB  pass  rate  96%  ( 40 %  A  * 
&  A);  96 %  of  pupOego  on  to  university;  teacher/pupd  ratio  1:10;  superb 
information  technology  equipment  and  facOmes,  fine  sports  facOitm, 
including  indoor  swimming  pool,  floodlit  tennis  courts  and  Astroturf, 
sporu  complex  and  athletics  track;  modem  and  recently  refurbished 
boarding  accommodation. 


Scholarships,  Music  Scholarships,  Forces’  Bursaries 
Bursaries  for  pupils  with  special  talents  -  Academic,  Sport,  Music,  Arts 
Flos  Government  Assisted  Places 

For  farther  information  write  or  "phone;  Mr.  T.  M-  Taylor  M-A^  Bromsgrove  School,  Worcester  Road,  Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire,  B61 7DU.  TeLQ1527  579679;  Facsimile  01527  576177;  E-mail:  admissions  t»  bromlow^emanxojifc 

Bromsgrove  School  Is  a  registered  charity  (No.  S274SQ  ettablidted  far  the  purpose  of  education. 


LECTURER 

Required  far  Jn«ytM  mat 
American  IMwvty  in  SW7.2 
fan  ieaBfe + 1  bb  per  we*  for 
13*ecfctaniimfc«Api4rfi 
far  irtradhxtory  mesa 


RICHMOND 

TOE  AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL  UNIVERSITY 
IN -LONDON 


,  Photography 
I  For  Profit 

Howto  make  Freelance 
Photography  a  new  career 
or  your  profitable  second 
income.  Rice  Newstener 

0800  371  500 


=32 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


fro  Don't  pay  for  a  turkey, 

FriHich  courses  at  all  levels  including  W  level  and  <6CS£>  revision  course. 

Set  your  French  lessons  from 

>  8  study  days;  16  to  20  December  1996  /23,24,27  December  1996 -7-5  hours  daily. 

a  Frenchman  this  Christmas. 

For  a  free  brochure  call:  0171 723  6439. 


Alliance  Franpsedelondres 
I  Dorset  Square,  London  NW1 6PU. 


Spaemxlbf  HeFnrchGaemntrt 


IMaIce  £20,000  pJ 
|  FreeIance  WrMnq  | 

(This  free  newsletter  Irom  j 
the  Morris  College  of  I 

I.  Journalism  shows  you  I 
exactly  how.  CaA  free,  on  .1 

1-0800371^500^ 


PATHWAYS  TO 
PHILOSOPHY 

An  exciting  new 
development  In  "• 
Stance  teaming 
For  free  information  pack 
nefte  ax  OrG.  tOempner, 
Dept  cfPhBowphy. 
Uniesvity  ofStxtfftefd. 
ShaftleUSIOZm 


DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND 
.  ADMINISTRATION 
SALARY  c  £47, OiW  PA  PLUS  BENEFITS 

Richmond  is  adynamic,  independent,  not-for-profit,  international  university  of  1,200  students 
with  annual  revenues  circa  f  12m.  It  has  campuses  in  Richmond  and  Kensington,  It  is  fully 
accredited  in  die  US  and  UK  with  students  from  100  countries. 

Based  in  Richmond,  the  Director  win  be  a  key  member  of  the  President’s  senior  management 
tfawr  and  will  participate  in  strategic  plamring^sctling  financial  ixioritics  andhidget 
development. The  Director  will  have  primary  mpmutihility  liar  oqicaKtiture  control  and  fees 
coflectian,  and  will  oversee  administrative  functions,  such  as  property  sendees,  at  both 
campuses. 


III*?. ■■■■I.., II  l  II-,.'-.!-.1- M..u,,'irr.rrwr>i 


accounting  and  computerised  financial  management  systems.  A  formal  qualification  in  . 
accounting  is  essential  and  an  MBA  or  equivalent  is  desirable. 

ExccUent  benefits  package  including  car.  TheUnivcrsity  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
Application  with  a  CV  and  three  referees  to  Director  Personnel  Services,  Richmond,  The 
American  International  University  in  London,  Queens  Road,  Richmond,  Surrey,  TW10.6JTP. 
Teh  0181  332  8237,  Fax:  0181  332  0128. 


PROGRAMME  DIRECTOR  IN 
LEADERSHIP  STUDIES 

Required  from  1  April  1997  for  I  year  initially  in  the  University's 
proposed  new  Centre  for  Leadership  Stadia.  You  win  be  responsible  for 
directing  the  Postgraduate  Dipioma/MA  in  Leadership  Programme, 
running  short  course  programmes  and  also  organising  an  annual 
Leadership  Conference.  You  should  have  considerable  management 
experience,  be  up  to  date  with  leadership  techniques,  and  be  able  to  take 
this  leading-edge  initiative  forward  into  the  future.  Salary  on  senior 
lecturer  scale £27,747  -  £31,357  p.a.  (under  review). 
Information  from  Personnel,  University  of  Exeter,  Exeter  EX4  4QJ; 
(01 392}  263100,  e-mail  PenonncKtexctcr.ac.uk  quoting  reference  no 
4109.  doting  date:  6  January  1997. 

Equal  Opportunities  Employer 


UNIVERSITY 

^EXETER 


COURSES 


Sue  an  ncBeg  mr  In  raWtan  at  North  Mvkn  B  yow  atm  ta 
to  bo  ta  ben,  NMA'e  Protaticnta  Up!  Progam  fa  tor  yw.  Do  you 
m— r  ta  qm—L’rtom  -  ia  yra  rfam.  Kgh  School  OnduUi  or 
■qnlHfart.  and  h  good  hMMir  V  sn  Sw  nm  stop  wocW  b«  to  para 
oar  jKfcniman  Mis  conducted  h  London  to  Frirusy  1887. 

SO  WITH  THE  LEADER  WITH  TWEHTY-HVE  TEARS 


Oradostoo  oTHAIABy  tor  owr  80  Atrfcss  WbtMeMe  —oh 


Our  MmiIumI  not  Ptogrsut  eutatostn  to  OomwreM  Wo* 
Urania,  InMnmunL  MuCrenptoa,  Certfcd  ngltMudDr,  and 
CtertSted  FBgM  fctugoHnstowa  nOngs.  Honing  sad  wraMy 
food  Cranes  Is  Inducted  to  too  come  prtra.  TmHng  Is 
oonductod  to  SUNNT  SOOTH  CAROLINA  mar  Myrto  Beech  on  M 
Eaton  rrabosnl  ol  toa  IISA 


QUEEN'S 

FH  sim  ^>  X-  Sk<  nr T\m\i.  Com  <>r 
I.OMION  &  Cambkidgf 


Intensive  Business  Skills 

January  1997  Start 

12  &  24  W?ek  Courses  Including: 

Typing,  Computer  Applications,  Business 
Administration,  Shorthand.  Management 
Appreciation  &  Career  Development. 

Qocra^ BcBtoca A Secmartd Caflqj!  gneens Madtomagh  Cdfcge 
21  Qucetotxm foot  /— >  Bacnon  Sura 

London  StTZOS  UXJ  CnbrtdgcCBZ  ILL' 

TcL  0171  589  8583  TU:  01223  367016 


WANTED 

Sharp-eyed  People 

After  a  Chapterhouse  training  course 
we  hope  you  will  keep  in  touch 

Earn  op  to  UZOO  n  hour  bam  home.  traofccadtag  mdmdbhg  books. 
Dool  jmt  tab  mu  awd  far  k _ .  nad  tor  oar  mwfaaa  ay. 


haw  esty  C99JOO  far  a  MB  pnwficsdfag  con 
Fktc  Ptoqonas  tacMsg  lob  of  weans  moms  ; 
OamsiliiiaaB.  2  ^niahTtowWiBS.  Sister  Stl 
Pbooc  0H39Q  49941  not  (g  1382)  49S0DB 

CHAPTERHOUSE 

6  Years  Soccesful  Training 


?i  LLB  Hons 

’  ll  DtGRF.E  i\  Law 

\  hi  1 1  ■  I  !'n  '  II  >'.*/  s.  i  r.) 


Next  lull-time  course:  January  1997 
Transfers  from  other  universities 
accepted  with  advanced  standing 
Degree  level  entry  reduces  course  length 
Choice  and  flexibllily 
Value  for  money 

Realistic  entry  for  mature  students  - 


Discounts  for  Early  Enrolment  | 

^ ;  vNHOLBORN  CoLI.FXiF 

‘  .~V  TELi  0171  3BC*  3377  FAX  0171  3£A  3377 


ST  JAMES’S 


FOR  A  CONFIDENT  START 

Gam  the  busmeg  skills  required  for  success 

■  3. 6  and  9  month  Secretarial  Courses 

■  NEXT  START  DATE  6  JANUARY  1997 

■  options  in  PR,  Joonuiism  and  CommenaaJ  Languages 

■  Careen  Advisory  and  Placement  Service 

■  24%  Tax  Relief  Available 

4  Weihcfby  Gardens,  London  5W5  OJN 

Teh  01 71  373  3852 


LONDON'S  PREMIER  BUSINESS  COLLEGE 
AMrnher  rffhe  OmpowSawB  Cmp  pie 


THE  HELLENIC  COLLEGE 
OF  LONDON 

is  pleased  to  announce  dut  is 

SECONDARY  SCHOOL 
ENTRANCE  TESTS  AND 
INTERVIEWS 

for  September  1997  entry  will  take  place  on 
WEDNESDAY,  29th  JANUARY  1997 
Applications  are  also  invited  for  a  limited 
number  of  places  on  the  government 
ASSISTED  PLACES  scheme. 

The  Hellenic  College  was  FIRST  again 
in  the  Kensington  and  Chelsea  area 
GCSE  League  Tahles  as  published  in  the 
national  press  on  20th  November  1996. 

For  farther  derails  contact 
The  Hellenic  CoDcge  of  Loudon  ernSn 
67  Pom  Street.  Loudon  SWIX  OBD  Wltij 

Tdb  ©171  581  1440 


C  IF  U  2  COULD  B  A 

COMPUTER 

PROCRAMMER/ANALYST 


surprise  yourself  -  ACT  NOW)  Yoo  could 
Have  the  ability,  fill  In  ttn  coupon  bekw 
or  call  PI 384  459B21  for  free  Information. 

Hundreds  of  people,  regardless  of  age, 
sex  or  qualifications  nave  already  benefited 
from  CU*  Award  Winning  Learning  System 
and  are  now  enjoying  nigh  earning  Jobs  In 
computers.  YOU  could  Join  them. 


*  Train  to  teach  with 

Q  ^  I  LONDON 

eac n.  montessori 

Diploma  Cburses 
fVx  _  teading  to  B.GtL 

I  |  [n&m/Toddfer  0  -  3  yrs 

•I  I  EariyChttfljood3-fiyr 
If  *  Study:  Fol  Ttae,  Pan  Tine, 
wi  •  or  by  Qwespondeao. 

Woridvrtfc  Jots  railabte  far  oar  gradates. 

Opm  Evenings  Ewsy  Month 
1^8^  ForMoftOtoahCoL- 

0171493  0165 

mmJr  .  wwintoCteio  x 

■S5T  18.  Btocteftao  Si.  Ufftoon  WIT  TTC 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


fir.  PosroacteQQQQ  QQQ  5J 

Oaaipation— - —  ,  ,  _ I 

■ownptitwww  mannuotial  ltd.  ttt.  lae*^* 


papplewick  -  ascot 

7-13  Bt^a’  Boarding  pRpmtoty  School 


-  I.m. TITIiil- . 


Owi^  D  the  gaoosay  of  s  fanner  meahei  of  mff.  Pwplcwi 

b  o&fay  no  Schnbrih^a  worth  sp  lo  ofltolalf  of  fciidiK 
foUbr9fii  U  year  oiibuyt  bom  bttsrcta  laSesmtibs  1986 
31a  Aqgaa  1988  who  arc  caneady  a  >  BtiMtibed  Ptiiutiy 
KhooL  The  Sdchnliipt  w3l  be  held  far  np  to  fltree  yarns  m. 
Pippiewicfc. 

Datils  and  ypfieaaon  fam  etc  wtiUile  hn  The 
UoAntis'i  SKAfary,  Appicwict  Aicot.  BafitinR,  SIS  7LH. 
Cktiag  data  for  itytiatiomz  2Sth  Jewmjf  1997. 


Howam  JDK 


Wellington  College 


The  Governor  oF  Wellington;  College  seek 
applications  for.  the  post  of  Bursar  and 
Secretary  to  the :  Governing  Body. 'which 
will  become  vacant  in  September  1997  on 
the  retirement  of  the  ■  present  Bursar. 
Applicants  most  be  able  tQ  demonstrate 
high  intelligence,  ability  in  financial  and 
general  management,  resourcefulness  and 
should  have  held  positions  of  responsibility 
at  a  senior  level. 

The  dosing  date  for  applications  is  8th 
January  1997. 

Far  fill  particulars  <!L  application  Jorm,  please  contact: 
The  Bursary,  Wellington  College,' 
Crowthoroe,  Bexictinre,  RG45  7PU 
T«l-  01344-777*8+  ftuc  01344-7717*5 


APPOINTMENTS 


Brasenose  College 

Oxford 


Programme  in  Heflenic  Stuifiea 
Visiting  Fellowships  - 

Atv Scaaore  we  VwM  tom  castogintod  sdutara  wtahtag 
to  partidpeto  in  the  Brasenose  CoMge  vmtfrig  FoUowsMp 
FYogtantma  in  HoSmic  Studies.  The  scheme  is  tatanded  for 
scholars  wtn  namaltr  work  outtids  Orioto  end  who  wish  to 
ranut  academic  study  and  research  in  ttfis  Unwattoty.  K  is 
expected  that  prospective'  candklato#  wBI  havo  some 
financial  support  from  other  sources,  but  the  scheme 
provides  a  gram  of  E12^X»  per  annum.  Tbo  CoHoge  has  a 

preference  for  applcaflts  able  to  visit  for  the  whole  academic 

ym  18974  but.  to  any  event,  no  election  wffl  be  made  far 
(ass  tan  one  bam. 

The  Fe&mohip  b  normally  open  to  setatan  to  any  area  of 
Hefianic  Studies,  including  Economics,  History  (Ancient. 
Byzantine  or  Modem),  law,  Utorabunr  (Avaont,  Byzantine  or 
ModeiN.  Sociology.  Theofagy.  PhBoiophy.  PoMcs.  and  other 
aspects  of  art  and  culture.  For  the  academic  year  1997-8 
priority  wff  be  given  to  schotam  to  areas  other  than  Anctoit 
Htatory/Ltortoue  and  Archaeology. 

The  dosing  date  for  applications  la  Wednesday 
15th  January  U9T.  Further  parUcofan  may  be  obtained 
from  t»  Ortega  Seaetaey,Baemee  Cthofp,  Cwfard  an  4AJl 
AppBcedORS,  with  ikWr  at  career  and  puMestfans  eml  a 
brief  atsfement  of  the  proymw  of  nwaercfi  to  be  pursued 
shouM  be  sera  to  the  Colegs  Secratanr.  together  etitir  the 
nomes  of  three  referees. 

Brasenose  Cofege  is  an  Equal  Opportufittec  Bnptoyvr. 
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Oxford 


Faculty  of  Law 

Administrative  Officer 

*»derriic^ 

E16E28- £2T,519 (toderrevtew)  . 

The  law  Feoity  seels  to  appoint  an  Acadamlc  AdmHblraor  to 
tfnfaoAy  office.  TfohoUar  of  iNi  r»w  post  eA  support  the 
pst-tima  academic  tody  officers,  and  orgmfan,  acMrfeter 
end  ooradhtoe  toe  vartoue  actMm  of  to  taufiy.  -‘The 

ascas^  aFfCcart  (til  be  a  gradUala  wtti  to  My  10  deal 

»«h  ihe  ogartbaSbn  b#  ccmptax  adntotrative  sxarcbesvrih 
^»«d  aid  accuracy  and  wAout  dead  supervision.  The 
poatotder  «■  atao  conMbute  to  devdopment  of  f**y 
Computar  Bsraqris-detinUe.  and  abffiy  hr  speak  mnar 
Eucpeen  langwsgn.  porfaferiy  ftmeh.  is  an  advantage.  The 
awfotowttisfarttweyBBa.  and  vril  provide  a  puttfrn  to 
Ltoensfly  admUdotion  far  those  eetodng  a  earner  in  fata  area. 

FUrtterdefels  may  be  obtained  tom  Ms  AS  Kanoady.  Char 
rathe  LwrFactfir.  Udy  ItiaiuBetHm.  Oxford  QX2CQA.W 
274811,  to'Wtoa  computed  appSntifane  ahouW  be ' 
sent  to  antaw  no  btor  titan  Fnday  10  Jmwmy 1997.  Ratwees 
shoffidbeasfcBdrtoeendthefarefeieaoeetolfaiKanMr^in 

rarivebyttibsamedBarltae.  ■  . 
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please  will;  Kx  Dram  Zxbnb  Kadm,  89.  Jaua  An. 
Beng**  Beta,  98108  KUALA  LUMPUR.  MALAYSIA 
ra  rii*  03-284  2988  /  03J84  0388  orfos  to  OMM  0888 
deffine  dafec  ISA  January  1997 
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SHERBORNE  SCHOOL 
FOR  GIRLS  Wjjjn 

A  boarding  andday  school  for  girls 
firm  11  to  18 

(hie  at  fite  leading  gtxls’  echoolsin  file 
United  KingUom 

Now  accepts  girls  at  11  years  of  age. 

Applications  for  Common  Entrance  and 
Scholarships  are  being  accepted  for  entry  in 
September  1997  - 

•  ^edalistcsfekaihiin  and  pastoral  care  armed 
specificallyat  ifas  agc-giocp 

•  Small  classes' 


•  In  the  K^r  IpO  vcfaools  rn  rhe  UK  for  4  years  '.  ' 

.  (FTlOOOEafciO 

For  Infittmatiryi: 

telephone 01935  812245  - 

/oaafl  S _ .WffllQMgxcmpBlink  qq  nfc  . 

Shezhpme  School  forGiris,  Sherborne, 

.  Dorset  DT93QN 

URL:  http  ^/www.compuliuk.  co.uk/-ssg/ 
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tables 


Graham  Lacey  gives  warning  o?  a 
dangeroys  trend  which  could  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  independents 


~> 


p 


I  oliticians  and  pundits 
'have  been  predicting  the 
roUapse  otf  independent 
schools  since  the  end  of  the 
last  war,  if  not  be  fork.  Thirty  years 
or  so  ago,  with  a  Labour  Party  red 
in  tooth  and  daw  (when  it  was  in 
opposition,  at  least)  they  perhaps 
had  good  reason  to  believe  iL 
Since  then,  independent  schools 
have  gone  from  strength  to 
strength.  From  the  demise  of  grant- 
maintained  schools  lb  Thatcher'S 
social  revolution,  which  enfran¬ 
chised  a  new  generation  of  school 
fee-payers,  they  have!  flourished. 
Now.  however,  with  no  obvious 
threat  1  believe  they  are  in  danger 
of  being  caught  off-guard. 

Independent  schools' have  tradi¬ 
tionally  forged  their  identity  from 
being  “different",  not  orfly  from  the 
state  sector  but  within  themselves. 
Thus  they  have  offered,  a  genuine 


rivals  in  the  stale  system.  The 
horns  of  the  two  sectors  are  locked 
and.  the  battle  is  being,  fought  for 
the  same  prize.  There  is  no  guaran¬ 
tee  that  independent  schools  will 
emerge  victorious. 

A  glance  at  the  notorious  league 
tables  would  seem  to  confirm  this. 
Independent  schools’  domination 
of  the  top  positions  has.  at  least 
until  recently-,  been  maintained 
because  they,  have  had  more  re¬ 
sources  to  achieve  good  exam 
results,  but  also  because  they  have 
been  able  to  be  more  selective  in 
their  intake.  While  the  first  advan¬ 
tage  may  stfll  hold,  the  second  has 
been  undermined  by  the  pressing 
need  to  fill  places  at  any  price. 

Conversely,  selection  has  come 
bade  into  fashion  in  the  state  sector, 
and  its  adoption  does  not  appear  to 
be  confined  to  the  Conservative 
Party.  The  emergence  of  the  GMs 


choke  to  parents.  Now  there  app-  .  has  not  only  accentuated  the  prob¬ 
ears  to  be  an  unstoppable  trend,  lemof  recruitment  for  independent 


driven  largely  by  market  farces, 
towards  a  homogeneity  that  threat¬ 
ens  to  undennme.the  independent 
schools’  most  compelling*  justifies-  > 

_  tion  to  exist.  i- 

There  has  been  a  steady  develop¬ 
ment  towards  die  renkwal  of . 
variety  and  choke  within  file  ., 
sector.  The  sternest  critics  qf  single-  ' 
sex  or-  boarding  sdaxdsf  would 
surely  not  dispute  tbjttfoe  dppartu-  .  file  best  education, 
nity  should  at  least  be  there  for-  .-The  next  generation  of  parents 
parents  to  choose  between  rthem  will  be  asking:  “Why  spend  EUX000 
and  coeducational  and/or  day."  ayear  on  school  fees  when  a  similar 
schools.  The  choke  is  -becon#^  be  experienced  at  the 

mare  restrided^^  ,  grammar  for  nothing?"  - 


schools;  .hot  seriously  challenged 
die  assumption  that  they  offer  the 
best  education,  if  quality  continues 
to  be  measured  by  league  table 
position.  The  recent  success  of  foe 
new  state  sector  elite  in  breaking 
into  the  .“premier  league"  has 
forced  a;  reappraisal  at  the  old 
assumption  find  independent 
schools,  almost  by  definition,  offer 


Itat  if  has  hes*  life _  _ 

priority  given -to  academic,  iresc  _ 
which  has  most  eroded  distinctions 
within  the  sector.  Wlifle 
dent  schools  wiliccaitinue  partiy  to 
justify  their  existence  on.  the  ground 
that  they  set  high  acadonic  stan¬ 
dards,  they  have  crane,  up  against 
the  problem  that  this  may  pot 
correspond,  and  perhaps  even  may 
conflict,  wrththe  priority  they  must 
now  give  to  ensure  a  high  position 
in  the  league  tables.  - 
The  national  obsession  with 
exam  results  is  doubly  unfortunate 
for  independent  schools,  for  it  has 
been  responsible  not  only  for 
removing  the  differences  between 
them,  but  also  between  indepen¬ 
dent  schools  as  a  whole  axxf.  their 


he  prtfofcm  for  indepen¬ 
dent  schools  is  that  they 
have,  until  reoentiy^built 
their  raison  d'etre,  at  least 
ori  values  that  no  league 
“value-added"  or  not  "value- 
added",  can  assess.  How  does  one, 
measure  esprit  de  corps,  or  sdf- 
reliance,  or  the  value  of  a  "rounded 
education"  that  provides  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  an  individual's  potential 
to  be  tapped  —  a  potential  which 
may  be  displayed  in  the  school 
concert  hall  or  on  the  sports  field  as 
much  as,  or  even  instead  of,  in  the 
classroom? 

Such  an  education  is  being 
sacrificed  on  the  “league  table" 
altar.  One  does  not  have  to  work  in 


The  Eton  Wall  Game  maty  build  esprit  de  corps  —  but  such  values  are  not  recorded  in  league  tables 


the  independent  sector  to  know  that 
extracurricular  activities  no  longer 
have  the  place  they  used  to. 
especially  if  they  have  to  grind  to  a 
halt  for  most  of  the  summer  term  to 
give  way  to  the  sitting  of  exams. 

If  the  independent  schools’ future 
is  to  be  secured  they  will  have  to 
sacrifice  their  markers  short-term 
demands  for  a  longer-term  strategy 
for  survival.  This  might  involve  a 
redefining  of  their  identity  and  the 


use  of  their  extra  resources  to  offer, 
once  more,  something  distinctively 
different,  in  process  and  product, 
from  their  rivals  in  the  state  sector. 
In  the  long  term  the  market,  fickle 
though  it  is,  may  start  to  look  for  an 
alternative  dish  to  the  blancmange 
served  up  by  the  vast  majority. 

The  great  educational  changes  of 
the  past  200  years  were  not 
introduced  on  the  basis  of  “custom¬ 
er  demand".  How  many  young¬ 


sters,  for  example,  wanted  to  go  to 
school  when  an  Act  of  1880  made 
attendance  compulsory?  Yet  who 
now  would  advocate  its  repeal?  Ra¬ 
the  security  of  their  own  future  as 
much  as  for  the  cause  of  education, 
if  is  time  for  independent  schools 
similarly  to  buck  the  market  and 
put  education  above  economics  and 
principle  above  popularity. 

•  Graham  Lacey  is  head  of  careers  at 
Sevenoaks  School,  Kent. 


Bold  new  world 
where  students’ 
needs  come  first 

Tony  Evans  argues  against  the  evils  of 
uniformity  in  mass  university  education 


The  university  world  is  un¬ 
dergoing  seismic  change 
which  may  not  prove  to  the 
advantage  of  students.  There  are 
grounds  for  observing  this  with 
suspicion,  as  you  might  a  pudding 
you  Ye  not  sure  you  ordered. 

A  system  that  once  channelled 
only  a  few  through  university  gates 
and  wasiefully  spumed  the  talents 
of  so  many  has  become  one  of 
mass  university  education.  Where 
7  per  cent  entered  in  1960.  and 
some  14  per  cent  in  1980,  a  third 
will  enter  between  now  and  the 
millennium.  That,  in  developing 
the  nation's  potential,  is  entirely 
laudable  —  provided  consequences 
have  been  considered  and  calculat¬ 
ed  for  students,  and  for  the  status 
of  the  university  sector. 

Few  deny  that  spreading  the 
benefits  of  a  university  experience 
across  the  population  is  positive,  or 
that  a  nation  is  enriched  by  those 
who  continue  their  education.  You 
do  not  have  to  agree  with  Alan 
Coren  that  a  university  is  not  a 
university  unless  you  can  dimb  it 
with  a  chamberpot.  But  ____ 
is  It  wise  for  mass 
university  education  to 
be  synonymous  with 
uniformity? 

Must  the  pressures  of 
such  expansion  cause 
(he  demise  of  the  most 
brilliant?  To  nurture 
the  quality  and  safe¬ 
guard  the  provision  of 
the  most  demanding 
courses  for  those  who 
need  such  intellectual 
rigour  must  be  a  priori-  _____ 
ty.  Marathons  are  a 
mass-entry  business,  yet  elite  ath¬ 
letes  have  their  unashamed,  privi¬ 
leged  place  in  them. 

You  may  expect  the  Provost  of 
University  College  London  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  need  for  an  Ivy  League. 
"Unless."  he  writes,  “we  have  more 
selectivity  we  won't  have  any 
university  able  to  compete  with  the 
University  of  Chicago  or  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy."  When  France  expanded  its 


‘Must  such 
expansion 
cause  the 
demise  of 
the  most 
brilliant?’ 


fer  market  How  are  pupils  to 
know  where  is  most  appropriate? 
How  are  their  teachers  to  advise? 
And  is  there  not  a  similar  lottery  in 
the  matter  of  admissions? 

For  a  variety  of  reasons  the  time 
has  come  to  adopt  a  process  of 
post-qualification  admissions,  as 
the  association  of  every  school  and 
college  has  urged.  Of  course,  such 
a  systemic  change  would  require 
compromise  and  adjustment  by 
schools,  examination  boards  and 
universities.  But.  in  greater  justice, 
economy  and  personal  cam  the 
benefits  to  the  students  —  those 
whom  (he  system  purports  to  serve 
—  far  outweigh  all  other  impera¬ 
tives  and  vested  interests. 

There  are  other  questions  which 
must  be  boldly  addressed  and  not 
left  for  coincidence  to  solve.  Shall 
we  move  stfll  further,  on  grounds 
of  growing  financial  necessity,  into 
attendance  at  the  local  university? 
What  are  the  consequences  which 
cultural  shift  might  imply?  Are  we 
moving,  through  unplanned  deval¬ 
uation  of  the  first  degree,  into  the 
_  culture  of  the  indispens¬ 
able  Master’s  degree? 
Are  we  to  embark  irrev¬ 
ocably  on  a  voyage  of 
socially  isolated  com¬ 
puter-learning?  How; 
will  that  correct  our 
reputedly  national 
weaknesses  in  commu¬ 
nication,  team  work 
and  oral  presentation? 
Will  the  answer  to  the 
lamented  paucity  of 
top-class  engineers,  sri- 
enlists,  mathematicians 
•  and  linguists  be  found 

by  proriding  yet  more  degrees  in 
Golf  Course  Studies  or  Floristry  or 
modules  on  philosophy  from  Kant 
to  Cantona? 

And  periiaps,  we  did  not  actually 
need  such  a  rapid  increase  in 
graduates,  many  with  dispropor¬ 
tionate,  and  therefore  dangerously 
frustrated,  expectations;  perhaps,  if 
we  had  scrutinised  other  interna-' 
tional  models  and  as  the  National 
.Skills  Audit  confirms,  we  might: 


university  sector,  did  the  status  tof  :Tzavefeltthatft  was  more  at  a  lower 


its  Grandes  Ecoles  suffer? 

Already  there  is  an  unofficial 
Premier  League  of  British  univer¬ 
sities,  and  it  is  no  doubt  available 
for  any  hotel  chain's  sponsorship. 
This  has  developed  with  scant 
regard  to  the  quality  of  student  life, 
the  quality  of  teaching  and  accom¬ 
modation.  the  adequacy  of  grants, 
the  spiralling  drop-out  rates,  the 
conditions  ofwork  in  libraries  and 
laboratories,  the  threatened  neces¬ 
sity  for  fees,  the  inevitability  of 
students'  part-time  jobs,  the  com¬ 
parability  and  value  of  degrees. 

Universities’  reputations  can 
wax  and  wane  and  departments’ 
strengths  all  the  more  so  in  the 
universities'  new  academic  trans- 


and  intermediate  stage  that  our 
skills  and  flexibility  were  national¬ 
ly  so  deficient. 

How  is  it  such  confusion  can 
occur,  unless  it  has  all  been 
planned  by  someone  deservedly 
obscure  on  Floor  25  who  is  mani¬ 
festly  a  few  entries  short  of  a 
dictionary? 

Like  London's,  our  educational 
skyline  is  not  cohesively  planned. 
No  doubt  Sir  Ron  Dearing  is  at 
this  very  moment  peering  at  it  all 
through  his  telescope.  I  trust  he 
wfll  focus  first  on  the  students. 

•  Tony  Evans  is  headmaster  of  The 
Portsmouth  Grammar  School  and 
chairman  of  the  Headmasters'  and 
Headmistresses’  Conference. 
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Campaign  breaks  down  the  barriers 

lArw  njAtMiAKicnmiAT 


Doug  McAvoy 
and  Richard 
Brewster  report 
on  the  success  of 
a  joint  initiative 
to  open  up  state 
schools  to 
the  disabled 

A  drive  to  open  .up  state 
schools  to  hundreds  of 
disabled  pupils  is  set  to 
win  the  backing  it  needs.  Only 
.  fhanlo;  to  the  Schools  Access 
Initiative  is  a  picture  emerging 
of  the  extent  to  which  such 
children  were  prohibited  from . 
attending  their  local  schools. 

In  foe  next  few  days  the 
Government  will  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  announce  that  the  initia¬ 
tive  —  which  encourages 
mainstream  schools  to  become 
more  accessible  to  pupils  with 
disabilities  —  will  continue.; 

In  this,  tile  initiative's  first 
year,  the  Government  has 
provided  £7.6  million  which, 
with  partnership  funding, 
means  that  £10.6  million  is 
available  to  local  authority 
and  voluntary-aided  schools. 
Recognition  of  the  need  is  the 
direct  result  of  a  campaign  by 
the  National  Union  of  Teach¬ 
ers  and  the  charity  Scope. 

The  campaign  started  in 

■1992,-when  both  organisations 
realised  that  neither  govern¬ 
ment  nor  education  authorities 
knew  whether  schools  were 
accessible  to  disabled  children. 
Coopers  and  Ly brand  was 
commissioned  to  investigate 
and.  its  report.  Within  Reach, 
painted  a  bleak  picture. 

.  A  second  survey  revealed 

that.' only  10  per. cent  of 
secondary  schools  and  26  per' 


JACKY  CHAPUAMTORMAT 


Come  on  nr  a  disabled  boy  joins  a  mainstream  dass 


cent  of  primary  schools  were 
completely  accessible.  A  model 
was  then  costed  which  would 
ensure  that  half  the  secondary 
schools  became  totally  accessi¬ 
ble,  and  75  per  Cent  of  primary 
schools  could  achieve  75  per 
cent  accessibility. 

*  Coopers  and  Lybrand  con¬ 
cluded  that  ir  would  cost  £59 
million  for  primary  schools 
and  ESI  million  for  secondary 


schools  to  achieve  the  targets. 
As  a  result  of  the  survey  the 
Government  decided  to  con¬ 
duct  bi-annual  access  audits, 
one  of  which,  earlier  this  year, 
confirmed  that  there  is  still  a 
long  way  to  go. 

During  ffiis  summer  the 
NUT  and  Scope  became  in¬ 
creasingly  anxious  that  the 
funding  so  far  provided  was  a 
One-off.  Forty-five  MPs  from 


all  parties  called  on  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  reaffirm  its 
initiative. 

Lord  Henley,  the  schools 
minister,  recognised  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  initiative  but 
called  for  evidence  of  its  im¬ 
pact  In  just  over  a  week  Scope 
and  the  NUT  received  evi¬ 
dence  from  a  large  number  of 
schools.  Projects  included  the 
construction  of  handrails, 
ramps,  new  floors  and  storage 
spaces  for  electric  wheelchairs. 
Others  were  using  the  money 
to  improve  access  for  pupils 
with  sensory  disabilities. 

Most  of  the  resources  went 
to  improving  physical  access. 
One  high  school  in  Hull 
reported:  Tt  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  the  school  could 
have  coped  without  the  essen¬ 
tial  alterations  which  had  to  be 
made  (ramps  and  a  toilet  for 
the  disabled)  for  our  first 
severely  physically  handi¬ 
capped  pupil." 

But  the  funding  may  not  be 
enough.  A  telling  letter  from  a 
school  in  Liverpool  illustrates 
the  limitations  of  bidding  ar¬ 
rangements  which  favour 
matched  funding  from  outside 
sponsors:  “This  school  is  situ¬ 
ated  in  an  area  of  huge 
economic  disadvantage ...  the 
community  can  do  very  tilde  to 
help  itself  without  financial 
support." 

Another  school  summed  up 
the  collective  feelings  about 
receiving  a  fraction  of  their 
original  bid.  “We  have  only 
just  made  a  start.  The  school's 
commitment  to  disabled  ac¬ 
cess  is  for  all  five  or  seven 
years  of  a  pupil's  stay  here  I 
hope  the  Government’s  com¬ 
mitment  is  for  more  than  one 
year." 

Virtually  every  letter  we 
received  recognised  the  sym¬ 
bolic  as  well  as  the  practical 
value  of  die  funding.  The 
initiative  is  unique  because  it 
has  involved  co-operation  be-' 
tween  the  Government,  a 


teachers’  union,  a  voluntary 
organisation,  schools  and 
local  education  authorities. 

It  will  be  for  the  new 
government  after  the  election 
to  decide  whether  to  maintain 
a  continuing  commitment  to  a 
project  which  has  provided 


educational  opportunities  to  a 
large  number  of  children  and 
young  people  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  denied  them. 

9 Doug  McAvoy  is  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers  Richard  Brewster  is  die 
chief  execumv  qf  Scope. 
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changing  times 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6 1996 


■  CHOICE  1 

Larry  Lamb  plays 
Fellini  in  the 
British  premiere  of 
the  musical  Nine 

VENUE:  New  in  preview 

at  the  Donniar  Warehouse 


■  CHOICE  2 

Small  dose  of 
Lloyd  Webber 
Aspects  of  Love 
hits  Basingstoke 

VENUE:  Now  in  preview 
at  die  Haymarket 


■  CHOICE  3 

In  Cardiff  Peter 
Donohoe  is  the 
soloist  in  Grieg’s 
Piano  Concerto 

VENUE:  Tomorrow  at: 
the  St  Davids  Hall 


■  VISUAL  ART 

A  ground-breaking 
collection  of 
paintings  by 
mental  patients 
goes  bn  show 
at  the  Hayward 


LONDON 

BUWTY  MATTHIAS  a,  CQ-  Dance 

meets  yctwcauie  n  ttw  coopany's 
neu.  MHengfri  rav,  Viejwj* 
ecoompaniedbyaaaudirACh 
cnrraaedtwNaelWetnn  Two 
wwmaus  rteuocklng  stweases 
domnate  a  moving  sat  In  irfndi  tha 
horizon  and  perspective  sh*  tvrth  each 
movement  o)  Itic  ogW  dancers. 

Ouaan  Elizabeth  HaU.  10171-960 

42421  Toraght  8  30pm.  lonwian.  5pm 

ard  fl  JOpm.  Sun.  8 
NINE  The  Arthur  Kcprt/Mauy  Yeston 
m^icribBtadan  Wirt's-lJif'  Lflny 
Law  pUvv  imo  great  dteadoc  among 
ttia  gvon^n  bewMc>  >vtt  are  Clare 

Bud.  Steam  Dana  Ru  Jones  Sara 
Koswiman  aid  DOyo  Layc 
Doomar  Warehatrae.  Earftiam  Street. 
WC2  10171-369 17321  Praviaws  begin 
lorughl.  1 30pm.  Opens  Oecamtw  12. 
7pm  Then  Mon-Sal.  7  3ft*rv.  mate  Wad 

and  Sal.  3pm 

WOMAD  weekend  meftei 
Lcndon-oar-ed  WOMAO  (Wrtl «  Music. 
Arts  jid  Ctanwj  tpstrwi  Global  Sptrfi. 
lakes  place  this  weekend  Ewnrg 
concerts,  tree  loya  muse,  creative 
wortahofe  and  checker's  events  el 
ccntribrfe  to  the  teslrvai'*  gtabal  vflage 
atmosphere  Among  tho  Wghftgrts  a  me 
Btiusti  detxfl  pertomuna-  Ol  Isonga. 
Baffcl  ol  Rwanda. 

Barbic»kC«ntra.S«vSlreel.EC2 
10171-638  8891  la  trials  and  lurther 
rdomanon)  Tangle-Sun.  S 


□  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 
HUCKLEBERRY  FINN  Darted  Newman 
piiys  Hud  and  CJrw  Llawelfyn  is  Jvn  n 
Mark  Twain's  masierpKcc.  adapted  and 
direrJed  bv  MaOfiew  France  with  the 
Mrssrsa***  scmeTOw  brought  on  stage. 
Greenwich  Crowns  HU.  SE10 10181- 
658  77551  Piewevw  begr  longhL 
745pm  Opens  Dec  10. 7pm  Then 
Mon-Sat.  7  45pm.  mat  Sat.  230pm  UntH 
January  25 

□  BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST  The 

Christmas  shows  at  trts  ttwairc  are 
among  the  vary  best  in  the  country 
Laurence  Bowel  directs  this  year's,  wsh 
manenettei  and  automata  starting  the 
Beast's  peiace 

Young  VIC.  The  Cot,  SE1  {0171-928 
6363)  Various  Brnes.  1030am.  t  30pm. 
2  30pm.  7pm  Undl  FaOruary  1 

■  BUNDED  BY  THE  SUN.  Frances 
de  la  Tour.  Duncan  Bel  and  Douglas 
Hodge  play  coenbsts  rvokred  m  a 
case  ol  vdaitfc  fraud  HonDantols 
diects  Stephen  PokafcoTs  play. 
National  tCortBstael.  South  Bank.  SEl 
IQ!  71 -328  2252)  Tomcat  and  tomorrow. 
7  30pm.  mat  Sat.  2.30pm  Snceo  fi 

□  THE  CHERRY  ORCHARD 

Tremandcus  RSC  cast,  headed  by 
Fferdope  Wfrwi.  Alec  McCMven  and 
Dawd  Tioughton.  in  a  production  by 
Adrian  NOtofe  corrader  ad  the  best  *i 
Iwng  memory 

Attracy.  St  Martin's  Lane.  WC2  (01 71- 
388  1730)  Mon-Sat  7.30pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sal,  Spm 


NEW  RELEASES 

A  CHINESE  GHOST  STORY 
Defnous  mir  o I  martial  aits,  honor 
comedy  and  ghostly  antes:  a  cM 
success  from  the  late  19S0S.  wdh  Lesfe 
Choiaig  Director.  China  Sw-Tung. 

NFT  {0171-928  3232) 

THE  DAY  OF  THE  BEAST  1181:  Pnest 
Wes.  to  avert  the  Antichrist  s  OJnh 
Saranc  icmp  that  euemuafty  loses 
steam,  tiom  Sparest!  daedor  Alexis  de  la 
Igteaas  With  Ales.  Angulo 
Metro  {0171-4370757) 

FEELING  MINNESOTA  (IS): 
Unappealing  drama  about  wo  waning 
low-tde  brothers  (Keanu  Reeves  and 
Vincent  D  Onofrtoj  Dsector.  Seven 
Baigetman 

Rtey  10171-7372121)  Vkgkr 
Titrcadere  (01 71  -434  0031)  Warner  fi 
(0171 J37  4343) 

♦  HOW  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS  { 15) 
Uneven  comedy  about  a  dysfunctional 
tam*y,  rfreOBd  by  Jotke  Faster  With 
Ho#y  Htauei  and  Robert  Downey  Jr 
Curaon  Weft  End  10171-369  1722) 
Netting  HB  Coronet  £1  (0)  71-727 
6705)  Screen  on  Baiter  Street  {0171- 
935  27721  Semen  on  the  HM  (0171-435 
3366)  UCtWMWeys  (0990-888  990) 

•  JINGLE  ALL  THE  WAY  |PG) 

Agp  ess  ivety  American  Chnstm® 
comedy,  wtti  Arnold  Schwaraenegger 
es  a  dad  n  search  ol  a  pnzed  action  toy. 
Deedw.  Bnan  Levam 

Odeorac  Kensington  (0143b  914666) 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 

and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Giman  Itatey 


aSEWHERE 

BASINGSTOKE  Andrew  Lloyd 

Webber's  ram*  tie  musical.  at 

Love,  prsmews  ten^ht,  wtti  agtta 
pertaiiufice  tomantw.  and  opwc  on 
Monday  The  West  End  cast  Indites 
Kale  Nomrnglan.  Mafttw  Canmeke 
and  Paul  Berttey  Acfridn  Reynolds 
directs  a  rcconcemed  producoan. 
Heymerltet  Wate  St  Basngstoto 
(01256465566)  Mon-SaL  7  45pm.  mnl 
Sa,  3pm  UntS  January  1 1  g 

BRISTOL  The  French  pUnot  Am* 

Ouetttlec  ghres  the  last  recital  ttw  year 
in  the  &at*ns  8  Lba  Inwriatonal 
Plano  Scries  at  St  Gooigo'3.  Brahms 
was  inDuenced  by  the  music  of  Bach, 
wftose  OvomaDc  Fantasy  and  Fugue  n 

D  mmor  and  Partsa  No  2  n  C  irtnor  are 

ptajred  alongside  Brahms's  Venations 
and  Fugue  on  a  Theme  by  Handel. 

St  George's.  Brandon  Hf  OH  17-923 
0359)  TgnidY.  7  30pm.  g  . 

CARDIFF  WtadnVr  JurowsM  conducts 
the  OndvMtra  ctf  tbe  Welsh  Ne&onei 

Opera  in  Grieg's  muse  tor  Peer  Gynf 
and  tho  composer's  dramatic  Plano 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kb 
of  theatre 


i's  assessment 
frig  hi  London 


■  House  tuS,  returns  only 
H  Some  seats  anraBaMe 
□  Seats  al  Ml  prices 


B  DICK  DAREDEVIL  Action  hero  of 
1944  r  ado  comes  to  He  at  the  London  o I 
doodfe-bugs  and  jitterbugs  Musical 
fantasy  tram  Phtl  Wfmon'S  Steam 
Industiy.  set  m  wartime  Fkaovra. 
Dr«IHaU.Chertes  Street.  WC1  (0171- 
637B27(q  Opens  tonight  7  30pra  Then 
Tua-Sun.  73t4xn  Unt*  January  10. 

□  OLD  WICKED  SONGS:  Bob 
Hastens  plays  a  Verewse  muse 
prolesnr  teaching  Sdnsnann  Id  ji 
orogant  young  pcanisi  {James  Cdle) 
GMIgud.  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  W1 
(0171-494  5065)  Mon-SaL  7.30pm; 
mate  Tu&  2.30pm.  and  SaL  4pm. 

□  PLUNDER  Second  Ireie  lucky  for 
GnHRiys  Jonas  vi  a  Bon  Trams  tarot 
al  ttY3  venue  (flie  ni^i  before  he  was 
due  to  opal  in  Thak  Hie  placs  burnt 
down)  With  Kevin  McNely.  Sara  Crawe. 
Savoy.  Strand.  WC2  (0171 -836  8888) 
Mon-Sal,  730pm;  mats  Thurs  and  SaL 
230pm. 

■  THE  SERVANT  OF  TWO 
MASTERS-  Rubber -bmbed  Mtos 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
Dims  In  London  end  (Where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  • ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


MmeimB  (01426  915683}  Swiss 
Cottage  101426  914098)  Ptezag)  (0990 
888990)  DO  Whitetoye  B  (0990 
888990)  Vfrgkw  Chdses  (0171-352 
509Q  TVoeadero  (0171 -434  0031) 
WwnenOI  71-437  4343) 

THE  LAST  OFTHE  HIGH  KINGS 

U5):  Pteaaarrt  conwgral  -ape  saga  zA  m 
1977  Wltfi  Jared  Lew  and 
CathenneOHeia.  Dfrecrar.  David 
Keefrng. 

ABC^ Tottenham  Court  Read  (01 71  - 
636  6148)  Odeon  Kenetegtoo  (01426 
914GEE}  Virgin  Fottaam  Road  (0171- 
370  2638)  Werner  (0171-437  4343) 

CURRENT 

♦  BRASSED  OFF  (15)  Yorkshire 
col tkery  band  ftgf«S  fcac  aavtvol. Sugary 
comedy  wih  a  tew  drops  ot  vinegar 
Wilh  Pete  PosBelrtiwalte.  Tara  Fitzgerald 
EwarMcOegra  DieOT.MarkFtanwn. 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (01 71- 
Baa  6148)  CMpham  Pteture  House 
(Ol  71-498  3323)  Empire  <0800-388 
911)  OdeonK  Kensington  101426^914 
666)  Safas  Cottage  (0171 -586  3057) 


Concerto  (soloist  Peter  Qonohoe). 
SbeTus's  pafrraLc  Finlandia  a  bUowed 
ty  rnsie  imm  Khachaturian. 
Rachmaninov  and  Tchafcoreky. 

St  DeehTs  Hatt.  The  Hayes  (01222 
878444).  TomoiTow,  7  30pm.  g 
GLASGOW-  Bghf  artists.  Muttng 
Oftsttan  BoBarefa  end  Soprte  Cate. 
oHunpt  w  redeteo  the  way  people  look 
a  sooeiy  in  an  arffoBon  anbtted 
Imagined  Coeminnftlee.  This  National 
Toumg  Exhbteon  tram  tfw  Hayward 
Gatery  er  Lcndmuses  a  variety  ol 
media,  hauling  the  interns,  video, 
pakithg.  saiptura  and  photography,  to 
examine  rations),  person^  and  aArd 
WSTtrty  eroini  Ihe  world. 

Gallery  ef  Modem  Art  Queen  Stoss! 
(0141  -229 1996)  Opens  today  Mon. 
WeC-Set.  lOam-SpncSun.  11am-5pm. 
UntU  February  16 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Brltteh  Ubrary  Galmtef:  Deslgnar 
BoaHenders  (0171-323  71111  .  CM* 
Beotler  Tho  Brtttsh  Art  ol  mustrafron. 

1 780-1996  lOt  71-639  75S1)  . 
ChristopAor  Hufl:  David  Lems. 

Recant  Pamlngs  (9171-2350500)  . 
KapB  Jartwetr  Jade  Jogger.  Partings 
(0171-4372172).  The  London 
Institute'  Top  Maris  Design  (0T71-514 
6000) . . .  National  Associate  Arttst 
Peter  Bteve  (0171-7472885)  Royal 
Academy;  Ihrtng  Bridges  <01 71-439 
7438).  Tate;  Art  Now:  Nictates 
Pope  "The  Apostles  Speaking  an 
Tongues"  fOI  71-687  8000) 


Yeratomou  plays  the  much -put -upon 
servant  fri  Ted  Craig's  prodgebon  of 
Goldoni's  ctasaw  comedy. 

Warehouse,  Dingwall  Road.  East 
Croydon  (0181-6804080).  Previews 
begin  tonight  8pm  OpereDecASpm 

□  SHAKESPEARE  FOR  MY 
PATHS:  Lvrm  Redgrave  uses 
Shakespeare  ro  0u3trale  her  emotnns 
(or  har  tether.  Sir  kAduei. 

Theatre  Royal.  Haymaker  SWi  (0171- 
9308800)  Mon-SaL  8pm.  nrets  Thus 
andSat.3pm.fi 

S3  WHO'S  AHIAID  OF  VIRGINIA 
WOOLFTDiareBggmd  David  Suchet 
m  Howard  Davies's  powerful  Akneida 
production  ol  Atoee's  seorrg  play. 
AUnych.  AWwych.  WC2  (0171-416 
6003)  Mon-SaL  7  T5pn;  mots  Wed  end 
Sat.  2  l&pnr 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers  Phoenn  (0171  369 

1733)  .  □  The  Comptote  Works  of 

WlBlani  Slrtimepaere  (Abridged) 
Cnternn  10171-369 1737).  □Don't 
Dreae  for  Dkmar  Duchess  (01 71 -484 
5070)  ..  ■Greese'Cambndga{0171- 
494  5080)  ajateon  Victoria 
Palace  (0171-83*  1317)  BWes 
Saigon  Dnny  Lane  (0171-494  540(8 

■  Ofiver!  PaUadtem  (0171-4945020) 

B  Tonariy-  Shaftesbury  (01 71  -379 
5399)  Q  The  Woman  in  Blade 
Fortune  (0171-836  2238) 

Ticket  mtormaDon  st^jpted  by  Society 
ot  London  Theatre 


RHqr  (0171-7372121)  Virgin  Adhem 
Rond  (Ol  71  -370  2636) 

♦  THE  LONG  KISS  GOODNIGHT 
(18)-  Preposterous,  hard-ctetren  action 
mcme.  wtti  Geerta  Osvb  aa  an 
amnesiac  guremment  asuan 
Diactor ,  Renny  Hadn 

ABC  Baker  Street  (01 71 G3S  9772) 
Odeons:  Kensington  (01 4 28-0 14  666} 
Swiss  Cottage  (0 1 71 -586  3057)  Weet 
End  (01426-915574)  Ritzy  (0171-737 
2121)  UaWhiteteys  (0171-792  3332) 
Virgin  Chelsea  (0171  -362  5096) 

♦  MICHAB.  COLLINS  (15):  Action 
ousts  pokfres  in  Neil  Jordan's  epm  with 
Liam  Neeson  as  (he  Irish  revokAkstaty. 
and  JiAa  Roberts 

ABC  Befcre  Street  (Q17T-835  9772) 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426914098) 
RRzy  (0171-737 121)  UC1  Whttefeys 
fi  (0990  888990)  Vbghw:  Futeera 
Road  (0171-3702636)  Hayumfcsl 
(0171-839 1527)  Werner  (0171-437 
4343)  Watamsom  (0181-568 1 176) 

♦  THE  VAN  (15)- Fui  aid  games  with 
a  burger  van  during  8«  1 990  Wald  Cupi 
Emdert  verson  ol  Roddy  Doyle's 
noiraf.  wnh  Coim  Meaney  and  Dona) 
O'Kelly  Dractnr,  Stephen  Freers. 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
638  6148)  Ctaphaai  Picture  House 
(0171-198  3323)  Odeorac  Haymarfeat 
(01428  915353)  Keoelngton  101426 
914688)  (01436  915683}  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914096)  Vlr^n  Fifhara 
Road  (01 71 -370  2636)  Wamerfi 
(0171-4374343) 


VISUAL  ART;  A  fine  show  of  work. by  psychiatric  patients  comes  to  the  Hayward.  Plus  galleries 


In  1919  the  German  psychiatrist 
Hans  Prmzhorn  set  in  motion 
major  changes  in  the  treatment  of 
mental  patients  when  he  started 
to  collect  their  art,  a  selection  of  which 
is  on  show  at  the  Hayward  Gallery. 

The  entire  collection  amounts  to 
more  than  6.000  works  by  patients  of 
psychiatric  hospitals  throughout 
Europe.  Included  in  the  exhibition  are 
paintings  of  pneumatic  women  and 
religious  revelations,  intricate 
drawings  of  mechanical  inventions 
and  ornamental  decoration  and  photo¬ 
graphs  of  sexual  fantasy. 

Primhom's  interest  in  such  art  was 
unique  when  he  began  working  at  the 
psychiatric  clinic  at  Heidelberg  Univ¬ 
ersity  in  J919.  He  had  a  doctorate  in  art 
history  and  rescued  the  work  from  die 
diagnostic  dutches  of  his  colleagues, 
who  regarded  their  patients'  art  as 
rubbish.  Primhom  even  wrote  thank- 
you  letters  to  some  patients  and  gave 
them  presents. 

Such  sensitivity  was  virtually  un¬ 
heard  of  in  many  lunatic  asylums, 
where  patients  generally  had  to  resort 
to  drawing  or  painting  on  the  back  of 
envelopes,  toilet  paper,  margarine 
cartons  or  scraps  of  doth.  But 
Prinzhom  wanted  to  make  a  name  for 
himself.  The  collection  was  the  basis 
for  his  book  Artistry  af  the  Mentally 
IlL  in  which  he  related  the  patients' 
illnesses  to  their  creations. 

The  book  became  a  bible.  not  only 
for  psychiatrists,  but  also  for  many 
artists,  since  Prinzhom  placed  the 
importance  of  individual  expression 
over  the  traditional  beliefs  of  the  art 
establishment  Consequently  The  Mi¬ 
raculous  Shepherd  by  August  Nat- 
terer.  an  electrician  from  Ravensburg. 
is  reflected  In  a  collage  by  Ernst,  while 
the  frees  in  the  religious  watercolours 
of  August  Klett,  a  wine  merchant  bom 
in  Hdfbronn,  inspired  Emile  Nolde  in 
depicting  apostles.  Jean  Dubuffet  even 
set  off  to  find  other  psychotic  art  in 
mental  institutions  himself. 

But  the  response  of  such  artists  to  the 


■  -:vj 


Untitled,  by  Karl  Gustav  Sievers, 

collection  was  a  gift  to  the  Nazis  in 
their  attempt  to  discredit  modem  art 
Prinzhom  died  from  typhus  in  1933 
and  Nazi  doctors  mice  a°ain  d aimed 
that  a  “lunatic"  could  not  be  capable  of 
real  art  "Lunatic  art"  from  the 
Prinzhom  collection  was  then  hung 
side  by  side  with*  work  by  artists  sum 
as  Nolde  and  Klee  to  point  up  the 
similarities  in  an  exhibition  of  Degen¬ 
erate  Art  which  made  a  four-year  tour 
of  Germany  and  Austria. 

-  Worse  stfll,  a  number  of  the  lunatic"  ■ 
artists  were  deemed  incurables  and 
dispatched  for  extermination .  Among 


one  of  the  6,000  works 


them  was  die  businessman  Josef 
Heinrich  Grebirig,  from  Magdeburg, 
whose  collages  —  muting  watercolours 
and  worth,  maps  arid  magical  symbols 
—  might  ‘easily  have  •  been  done 
yesterday:  as  might  the  handsewn 
jacket  of  Agnes  Ritihter  lorigin  and  fate 
unknown),  embroidered  with  autobio¬ 
graphical  texts. 

.  Surprisingly  enough,  perhaps 
because  it  was  regarded  as  ridiculous, 
tire  collection  itself  survived  die  Nazis. 
In  recent  years,  thanks  to  artists  such 
as  Georg  Baselitz,  it  has  been  retrieved 
from  obscurity,  conserved  and  extend- 


found  in  Europe's  asylums  by  Hans  Prinzhom 


ed.  Baselitz  appears  particularly  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  murderous  crows  and 
imbecile  pheasants  of  the  locksmith 
Johann  Knopf.  like  most  inmates, 
Knopf,  who  died  in  an  asylum  in  1910, 
was  diagnosed  schizophrenic  Yet  he 
managed  to  portray, .  cm  purloined 
scrapsof  office  paper,  an  extraordinary 
d  rau  ghtsmanship,Tm agination  and  an 
enduring  sense  of  humour. 

Alison  Beckett 

•  Beyond  Reason;  Art  and  Rsydrosis  fr  at 
the  Hayward  GalSay.  London  SEl  (0I7I-928 
3144)  until  Feb  23 


O  THE  tribe  of  artistic  Pissar¬ 
ros  has  been  numerous, 
though  exactly  how  numerous 
is  not  immediately  apparent 
all  Camille's  five  sons  were 
artists  in  their  own  right,  but 
Laden  is  the  only  one  to 
become  well-known  under  the 
Pissarro  name.  Called  Pissar¬ 
ro  or  not,  they  are  ail  grist  to 
the  null  of  the  London  art 
dealer  David  Stem,  partly,  no 
doubt  because  he  is  married 
to  one  of  Camille’s  great- 
grand-daughters. 

The  first  family  member  to 
come  up  for  individual  scruti¬ 
ny  at  Stem  Art  Dealers  is 
Ludovic-Rodo  (1875-1952), 
Camille's  fourth  son,  who 
always  dropped  his  surname 
for  professional  purposes.  In 
every  other  respect  however, 
he  proves  to  be  a  perfect 
second-generation  Pissarro, 
like  Lurien  he  lived  for  some 
years  in  England,  settling  in 
Kent  as  a  result  of  the  First 


World  War.  and  staying  on 
until  1921.  More  important  he 
not  only  painted  many  Eng¬ 
lish  scenes,  but  fitted  almost 
entirely  into  British  art.  Some 
of  his  oils  of  suburban  and 
centra]  London  could  come 
from  the  Camden  Town 
Group;  his  rustic  watercolours 
resemble  Thomas  Hennell. 

Sometimes  he  was  evidently 
a  channel  which  brought 
French  lightness  and  colour  to 
English  painting  practice, 
sometimes  he  was  on  the 
receiving  end  of  influence. 
Before  England  he  went  his 
furthest  in  the  direction  of 
Fauvism.  and  some  of  his 
highly  coloured  scenes  in  bars 
and  cafes  could  easily  be  by 
Van  Dongen.  On  the  evidence 
of  these  paintings,  drawings, 
prints  and  postcard  pictures 
he  stands  high  among  artists 


of  the  second  rank  in  serious 
need  of  reassessment 
Stern  Art  Dealers,  45  Ledbury 
Road,  Wll  (0J7I-229  6187), 
until  Saturday 

□  TAKEN  in  ones  and  twos, 
the  paintings  of  Raoul  Dufy 
can  be  totally  charming,  sum¬ 
ming  up  in  their  fresh  colours 
and  confidently  sketched-iii 
forms  all  that  we  mean  when 
we  talk  about  French  style  and 
chic.  It  is  not  wise,  however,  to 
see  them  in  bulk:  too  much 
like  trying  to  make  a  meal  out 
of  meringues.  Dufy  was  pri¬ 
marily  a  decorative  artist,  so  it 
is  not  surprising  that  his  work 
is  at  its  strongest  when  it  does 
not  assume  the  pretensions  of 
easel  painting. 

The  show  of  his  Designs  for 
Textiles  is  a  revelation.  As  a 
painter  he  inclines  to  be 


repetitious  and  formulaic,  but 
as  a  designer  he  is  truly 
liberated.  It  was'  Poiret  who. 
first  commissioned  him  to 
make  designs  for  textiles  in 
1911.  So  impressive  were  Du¬ 
fy’s  first  experiments  that  in  , 
1912  he  was  offered  an  exclu¬ 
sive  contract  with  the  textile 
manufacturers  Bianchini- 
Ferier,  who  were  to  dominate 
the  smart  market  throughout 
the  Twenties. 

Most  of  the  designs  in  the 
show  date  from  that  period, 
and  are  dazzling  in  their 
variety  and  untrammelled  in¬ 
vention.  Dufy  experiments;  in 
one  design  he  even  produces  a 
“City  lights’*  fantasia  involv¬ 
ing  Chaplin,  a  streetiamp  and  ' 
an  urban  -  landscape,  all 
wreathed  in  unwound  film. 
He  gave  up  tactile  design  in 
the  late  Twenties  and  went  ' 


back  to  painting.  On  balance  it 
seems  rather  a  pity. 

Marina  Henderson.  II  Lang- 
ham  Street.  SW10  (0171-352 
1667).  until  Dec  19  . 

)  ‘  ‘  ;  \ 

□  THOUGH  Cyril  Farey 
(1888-1954)  was  an  architect  in 
:  his  own  right  he  got  some¬ 
what  led  astray  from  practis¬ 
ing  architecture  by  his  related 
brilliance  as  an  architectural 
draughtsman  and  preparer  of 
perspectives  for  others.  The 
big  bow-wow  stuff  in  the 
Gallery  Lingard  show  is  unde¬ 
niably  impressive,  and  many 
other  architects  could  regard 
Farcy  as  their  best  advocate. 
Bur  the  exuberance  in  what  he 
was  sketching  give  the  infor¬ 
mal  drawings  a  dear  edge. 
Walpole  House,  35  Walpole 
Street,  SW3  (0171-730  9233). 
until  Dec  20 

"  John 
Russell  Taylor 
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ART  GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


PARKIN  GALLERY  m^2tOec 
Y/f.Ttfi  EXhSmGN  UWan  SntBh 
Zrra;  lagans  11  Motor*  Si  SWi 
L171  235  8144 


EVENTS 


I  frisi  ru  teve  hart  a  magical 
a a  SK3U  Dunns  !a  Karen  TAxfl 
Im  cfcKing  tfe  mrs  ot  .-Wn 
rgWfc  h7aani 


EXHIBITIONS 


TRAFALGAR  GALLERIES.  35 

3tfVSL3  JameosS/;i.Btf*4rcn 

d  mjjocarl  &}  meter  pvWjs 

I.Vr.  Fn  T-jTO-6  Te1  0171  B33  6466 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  01 71 633  8300  (24M 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
fen-*  TV,  .:Ltt7=ERF;  RtGOLETTO 
Tcra  6  3)  THE  PEARL  FISHERS  , 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  til  71 3M 
tvjj  T?  2«  Offrse  &  Standby  infc 
TicL^s  ajslaUn  cn  iha  day 
Tba  Royal  Opm 
7sflTS  CO  f-adKigWl 
MEWAUOJRE 
te_-;A.-;?iOTDSCA 
7us  7  Sj  ;Fira  rigfcl)  TURANDOT 
Tho  Royal  SaBct 
"arc-  7  CO  Fcn/ttes  STEPIEXT7 
?zp':  TWO-PART  INVENTION/ 
Ka*.«*'.WRITBR  DREAMS 


THEATRES 


Aren  Pm 

"ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
MASTERPIECE"  ftaH  SI  Jouro) 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Wkmr  of  7  Tony  Ananff 
todiMflng 

BEST  MUSICAL 

SSamg 

PEIULA  CLARK 

24HR  CP3ZT  CAK)  BOOKINGS 
CPu.344M55ft*gl«) 

GRP  BGGr'Jr'S  4 13  330?  Dig  Ice) 
Mo  jeoierg  lee  fcr  Aaeipfu 
5o»  CltueCafas 

rteCPGed  mftjmgfcstai  7  J  379EBS4 
MsvSa74E)jbsThi&5a300 


ALBEKY  THEATRE  Qt 71 359 17X 
cc  017 1  344  4444 
Urti25  Jan  199? 

The  Bortti  Sltatespeare  Cwnpary 
cnxtuGonol 

THE  CHHIHY  ORCHARD 

n»  Anton  Ctrakhov 
Adrtai  Noble  o  gfonais  pro*xncn ' 
Independent 

Be;  7  30  Mats  Thu  a  Sa  3  (P 

ALDWYCH01T1 4166003.  otttg 
fee  344  4444  Bps  0800614903 
BEST  ACTRESS 
DIANA  RIGG 

1 996  Ewe  SW  Drama  Awird* 
DIANA  FOGG  DAVID  SUCHET 
nEDNARDAlSSS 
WHO'S  AFRAID  OF 
VatGOUA  WOOLF 
Dr  by  Howard  Dawes 
SSon-S«t  7.15pm  Sat  Matt  2.15pm 
No  pert>23-2G  Dectne. 

Tue  31 »  5  pm _ 


APOLLO  VICTORIA ccOlTl  416 
6055  cc24hrs  01 71 344  4444A17I 
0000  <Vps  415  0)75*41 3  2221 

Andrew  Lloyd  Wobbar's 

STARUGHT  EXPRESS 

THEEASTKT 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
«Wb  Wucljenfis  13  45  daty 
Tig8Sa(3aTi  Trias  tram  ClZSD 

APOLLO  494  5(00344  4444/42Q 
0000  Qp=  434  54MC83  6733 

PETER  DAVISON  r 

DIAL  M  FOR  MURDER 

"WRVELLOUS"  IM 
MGFFfl  ft  MZs  Thi  2.  Sal  5  &  a  IS 

LAST  2  DAYS 

APOLLO  4M  SOTOGM  4444 

"  THEY'RE  RACK! 

THE  0FBQAI 1WRTTE  TC 

THE  BLUES  BROTHERS 

TF£P£Rr5CT  0«STMfiS  PWTf 
Fit»nMcritof6e«lisafff 

BL'^aCBUTr  THEATrE  &T)  CCs 
01713885322  RiiPD9:a 

U2Q3in&3cm 

(SPECIAL  FAMILY  TTCKET  £20) 

SOOTY AT  CHRMAS 

CAMBRIDGE  494  KHMIb  6360 
344  4444(420  OOCO  ( r  »g  fee) 
frxsn  4945454 
416  5539 

GREASE 

Tart,  farioua.  tftrinhg  &  fim, 
TuR,bn"DMnri 
TIO'ETS  AVAILABLE  APPLY  CWLY  T3 
BOX OFFICE  - 

fto-5a73flD0iVYa1&Sal>iat3rtn  I 


CHAPEL  OF  LOV&PtCGADUi-Y 
CIRCUS 

0171 2S7  4433/43)  0000/344  4444 
“.THEWSXNNGOF 
THEC0miRY" 
TheOa^T^egr^m 

JOEY  &  GINA'S  WEDDING 

Bo*  now  arrJ  te  part  of  9»s  htertou; 
earaagatza.  Rice  ndudas  show, 
he  rauac  and  enGess  tOSar 
Special  party  rates 
TufrFtf  7AS,  Sat  8J0,  Sun  6.00 
VERY  SPECIAL  RATES  FOR 
STUDENTS,  SENIOR  CITIZENS 
AND  FAMILIES  OF  FOUR 

COMEDY  THEATRE  01 71  369 
1731 CC344  4444  (fckg  lee*  4200000 
Eveo61fc(fsM3(3SdMx5 

MAGGIE  SMTm 

■  hratrttJaycrttKfier  het 

MARGARET  TYZAGK 

'  gefMneiy  mowing  D.Tel 

TALKING  HEADS 

WWim&drectalb)r 

ALAN  BENNETT 

acTderf’J-y  taxfw’g  and  Ixny"  Trre. 

UMITCD  SEASON 

DOMINION  416  SfiMSO  COOOl  I 
344  4444  (+ (*g  fee)  Ops  4T6  60757 
1121919 

LONDON'S  CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER! 

ANTHONY  NEWLEY 

SCROOGE 

DEHUSCAL 
"BREATWESS  SOARAWAY 
SHOW- MAGNUWENT  CL-  E«? 

LMTED  SEASON  TO  1 F3 
r,ty-sa  7  30  Hu  &  Sa  3m 

DOMINION  0171 6S6 1865ID990 
£WC£1'42D  OOQQ  Wg  lee)  &ps  416 
9JW312 1937/0600614903 

T!»  Magic  camu  adve  on  steg* 
testers 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 

S3  o:  (®g  feel  3iht  7  Uso  0171 4W 
SaXtt344  4444,'42000KSfp5-S4 
5454.413331  WTJ  8000 

MISS  SAIGON 

■THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME- 

now  «  ns 

8TH  EXTRAORDINARY  YEAHI 
&«s  7  45  Dfafs  'AW  S  EJ  3pm 

Good  seats  ml  fer  Wad  Mat 

&  soma  parts- apply  ELo. 

FORTaEPKONBPOSTAL 
BOOKMGS  S  PERSONAL 
CALLStS 

QIZI  484  5060  (BKGFEE) 


CKJCICSS  cc  0171 494  SQTQct  344 
4444  (no  1Ag  teei'43)  0000  (bhg  lee) 
017M133321  Ewes  8(i7i.  Wart  mat 
3pm.&*  5pm8E3Q 
“A  SAUCY  COIEDY"  E  Sd 
NOW  M  ftS  «h  YEAR 

D0NT  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 


FORTUNE  30  &  CC  0 1 7!  836 
223KM2E033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPER  StMNONS 

Susan  Ws 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Serbian  MaMrafl 
“The  moal  HrrflBng  and  cMBng 
ptayltorytesrs-OMai 
NOW  IN  ns  BTH  YEAH 
MortSare^Ki 
Mss  Tubs  ^xn  Sat  «pm 
Runnlnfl  Bcae  2hrt 


GARRICK  017!  494  505& 

312 1990  (in  t*g  fee) 

Sains  Expntaiiees  Too  Mmmt 
Fra  gat 
WINNER  OF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 

TTw  Royal  NaSonri 
Theatre  production 

.B  Pliant's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

“THRttUNGJIUST  BE  SEBT 
OKU 

"Oi»  of  the  moat  taknlcattng, 
ttreahfcafly  taagbattra 
nparianeas  of  ttm  IMOl”  Eta 

Stand 

"TWO  HOURS  OF 
B7THRA11INQ,  WSUAU.Y 
STUNNING  DRAMAS  Tel 
Uon-Fn  7  45  Sat  5  CO  S  8  IS. 

_  tte*JnrS33Q 


GEJSOD  THEATRE  <)171  494 


STAGE  COMEBACK  BAN 
aECTRtFYING  «T  S  Erprea 

JAMES  CALUS 


0ID  WICKED  SCWGS 

0,-  a&h  Uoatrhnfcy 

An  “EMOnCMAL  PUNCH 
THAT  LEAVES  YOU 
RMJNGWTTH 
PLEASUBEJlBKWHSG 
’  NIGHT" 

EtaringSanetad 

Mon- Sal  73^-.  Thun  iral  23C*m 
Sima  4pm 

Hnwcjtew  2w  t5n*s 
UMTTH)  SEASON  7  w— toonftr 


HERMAJESnrS7«r»5<D 
(tfcgte^OC  344  4444M2D  0000  (tee) 
Gn»  4M  5454'4T3  3311^36  5588 
AM»EW  LLOYD  WSBEirs 
AWARD  WKNMG  MUSICAL ' 

THEraLSNTOMOF 

OPERA 

Dracted  by  HARDU:  FT9CE 
NOW  8KG  TO  MAY  37 
E*5  7  « IASs  Wed  &  Sal  3DD. 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTHTTAiNMENTS 
Tel:  01716306222 
or  fax:  0177  431  9313 


HAYMARKETC171 9308800  cc  3« 
4444  &ps  930  880U  413  2£l 
McnSa^sn  Mw  Th* &S8  fen 

LYNN  REDGRAVE 

“TRULY  BRSATHTAXWG 
TbenxEt  mpressree  pertcmaica  on 
aw  Lariai  sage *  Spectza 
SHAKESPEARE  FOR 
MY  FATTER 

UWORGETWatAPKEOr 
■  TREATft  HBTOr  S  Tnc 
“M  A  DffFERBrt- LEAGUE,  | 
ADOKSfFtoS 
2  MORE  RSKS  ONLY  I 


LONDON  PAUAOUM  SOCC 
OTfl  43i  5)25  •M  4444  (£1  On  an 
tfc»432  asa  stp  :-.7i  42c  jaa 
AlfaO=  ^EATPlCALtLSJT  iw 

"ROBERT  UND6AYSFAGM  IS 
FUU.  OF  CHARM.  WARMTH  A 
GL5HJL  CR8ANAUTY, 
HESAHOOTD  E« 

OLIVER! 

Sffl  BBEPRES8BU YEAR 
TJONB.  BARTS  MASTERPEC6 
YOU  CAITT  ASKPOR  MORE: 

Sir-*, 

Ews  7  X *&s  '.Va:  S  S<  230 

SOit£  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PSffS 


LYCEUM  cc 0171 556 1806 
0990  500  800^44  4444/420  0000 
ibkg  feel  Grps  416  6076 
TWRICEA 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBERS 

JESDS  CHRIST  . 
SDFESSIAR 

“Sands  SUnare  Racing  Dcren  " 
TbaSpfr«’*OTefegraph  -• 
Eves 7 45  UasWed*Sal3 
(no tig  teeter  paraxtdcMara at  Iha 
Lyceum  bar  cto  lOarn-Spm 
Concessions  ki  ndaettt  matnees 
areboctetfeinaduaice 


LYWC  0171  494  50«5 
CC  420  0100/344  4444  (Utateel 
"THE  MOST 
UNPHLILM IIOUSLY 
ENJOYABLE  SHOW  M 
LONDON”  Tras 

BY  JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  A 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WBBER 
lAJStCAL 

“-HAD  THE  AUNENCe 
BUCKLMG  UP  WITH 
LAUGHTHTW 
Eves  7  45.  Mats  Weds  4  5a  3pra 
ConoBBsriBBtafeMe 


,  NATIONAL  THEATRE  00  0171 
I  92B22S2  Gips  0171  6300741. 24hr 
I  cc  tug  tee  0171  420  0000. 
LYTTELTON  Toni  7.30.  Tama 
2-15  &  730  DEATH  OF  A 
SALESMAN  *TtM  tag  V  ] 
COTTESLOE  T*T  730.  Terror 
230  &  7.33  BUNDED  BY  THE 
SUN  Stephen  ftaftto! 

NEW  LONDON  EkuymwC2BO  I 
01 7  r  405  0072  CC  01 71  404487V  i 
24R  0171 344444V420  0000 
.  QTBain4133i11.<06S88- 
Tl£  ANDREW  U.OT0  WQBER' 

71 BJDT  finnuTENAL 
WWO-'MIWGIUSCR. 

CATS 

etas  7.45  M&  Tue  4  50300 
tATBXW©3  NQTADMnTH) 
WHL£AJjCTTDWUMtStN 
MOTION.  FLEA3E  HE  PROW. 

UMDB}  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAR. 
DAR.Y  PROM  BOX  OTTTCE. 


OUJ  VIC  928  78153126034 

THE  PETER  HALL  COMPANY 
ShwoWtad  CtaulDiMitetaar 
DabanhGrtatt  Hobart  East 

Barbara  Murey  RteRadTodif 

j  OSCWma-SWSIERFKE 

AN  nm  HUSBAND  - 

1  "GREAT*  O-OTJ0US"S.Tma 
MafrSal730  lasWedSSaUlB 


PALACE THEATRE  0171-434  0005 
cc  241*5  £t*glB0J  0171-344 
4444  Grps  01 71  4133311 
THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

L£SMISRRABI£S 

NOWINITSITTH 
RECORDHREAKMG  YEAR 
Etas  730  MRS  Hu  S  Sal  2  30 
‘  L^eccroersndadmrttefl  I 
urttBwWena) 

IMtffiNOCF  SEATS  HtfL  1 
ONLY  FROM  BOX  OFRCS 

•  PHOBffXBQCCOm  369  1733 
.044  4444,-420  0000  (le^ 

BEST  MUSICAL 

QfatalQaraa  flaarfs . 

Plays  &  Ptaye^tnor  ftoefc  Amds 
WILLY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

^Brings  tfra  sodtenc*  to  Ita  fata, 
and  roaring  Us  approval”  D  MaB 
10TH  TRIUMPHANT  YEAR 

E<es  7.4S  Ifats  Thus  3  Sal  4 

PKXADKJ.Y0171 3B9 1734344 
44440171  420  0000  (2*»^ 

[  “Saa  ttoow  or  regret  8  forem* 

-  105 

ADVBrtURES  M  MOTION 
-  PKTURESPRESafTS 

SWAN  LAKE 

H»  bto  ntgW  out  hr  Loodoo- 
Strodarrf 

"Ifa^cM,  bRtastlc,  modarM^ 

.  tte*utafAatanr*0.rrt 
"  BteTJ0.M3te  Wed4Sa23O 
UMTBSEASOMUim.pt  f€B 

PlAYHO(SEBl7f  8394401  cc 
.  0171  «oooao?*gtoe} 

JANET  OWEN 

MdEER  TEALS 

T4rtTf«r  )ons  the  rise  oltrie  gear 
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*  THEATRE  1 

Serious  questions 
get  the  funny 
treatment  in 
David  Schneider’s 
Play,  The  Eleventh 
Commandment 


■  THEATRE  2 

. . .  while  the 
RSC  curiously 
decides  to 
revive  Moliere’s 
misogynist  satire. 
Learned  Ladies 


THE 


TIMES 


ARTS 


■  MUSIC  1 

The  veteran 
singer  Anna 
Tomowa-Sintow 
demonstrates 
staying  power 
at  the  Wigmore 


■  MUSIC  2 

. . .  while  Yuri 
Temirkanov  leads 
the  Royal 
Philharmonic  in 
an  enchanting 
programme 


THEATRE;  A  provocative  first  play  from  alternative  comedian  David  Schneider;  plus  Moliere  revived  by  the  RSC 


.. , 


r 


DONALDCOOPER 


j  okes  and 


According  to  David 

Schneider’s  funny  but  tor¬ 
mented  first  play,  the 
Eleventh  Commandment 
runs  like  this:  “Thou  shall  not  give 
•  /  any  posthumous  victims  to  Hitler." 
And  according  to  the  British-Jewish 
mother  who  dominates  her  estate- 
agent  son  and  her  bowed  and 
almost  speechless  husband,,  this 
means  ensuring  that  her  descen¬ 
dants  do  not  deviate 
an  inch  from  the 
faith,  the  traditions 
or  the  blood  of  her 
forebears.  To  marry 
an  outsider  is  to  help 
to  finish  Hitler's 
work  for  him. 


Hie  Eleventh 
Commandment 
Hampstead 


Serious  stuff,  difficult  stuff;  and 
Sheila  Steafel,  playing  a  figure  who 
might  have  been  the  merest  carica¬ 
ture,  sustains  dignity  and  a  certain 
gravity  even  when  she  is  parading 
attitudes  her  author  finds  madden¬ 
ingly  extreme.  Yet  Schneider  per¬ 
forms  on  the  alternative-comedy 
circuit;  and  the  overall  tone  of  his 
play  is  humorous,  in  a  stricken, 
surreal  sort  of  way.  After  all,  it 
opens  with  a  winged  angel  in  a 
dirty  mac  arriving  at  Abraham's 
Thirties  suburban  house  in  order  to 
tell  him  to  beget  the  Jewish  nation 
into  being. 

But  the  opening  scene  also  finds 
Schneider  himself  in  a  chair  that  laughter  at  bay.  The  characters 
)  has  come  either  from  Mastermind '  include  a  bumbling  Moses,  a  Ghost 
or  Sing  Sing,  quivering  helplessly  ' 
as  he  is  arraigned  for  being  30. 
single  and  childless.  He  himself 
plays  estate-agent  Dan  as  a  goofy, 


.Protestant  stock  and  gives  Dan  the 
character  a  chance  of  love,  and 
Schneider  the  playwright  anhppor- 
tunhy  to  broaden  his  theme.  In  a 
climactic  scene  at  (where  else?) 
Ma’s  dinner  table,  die  young 
woman  gives  a  robust  answer,  to 
the  charge  that  she  will  stand  aside 
while  some  future  Nazi  herds  Dan 
into  a  cattle  truck.  She  accuses  her 
accuser  of  racism  and  Orange-style 

_  bigotry,  and  it  is 

dear  that  she  has 
her  author’s  waiy 
sympathy. 

In  effect,  his  play 
is  asking  the  same 
questions  about  reli- 
7  gious  traditions  and 
making  the  same  plea  for  marital 
freedom  as  the  Royal  Court's 
current  East  is  East,  which  con¬ 
cerns  English  Muslims.  But  Ayub 
Khan-Din's  piece  strikes  me  as  less 
contentious  titan  The  Eleventh 
Commandment.  ’•  Though 
Schneider  maintains  a  respect  Iof 
Dan's  mother,  he  dearly  thinks  she 
is  exploiting  the  Holocaust  and 
obsessively  playing  the  victim  in 
order  to  control  her  son.  The  piay, 
you  fed,  is  the  protest  of  one  Jewish 
generation  against  another. 

Again,  this  is  edgy,  tricky  stuff; 
yet  the  piece  also  displays  its 
Jewishness  in  its  refusal  to  keep 


And  lo,  there  appeared  an  angel  in  a  dirty  mac  from  left,  James  Clyde,  Jeffrey  Segal  and  David  Schneider  playing  it  for  laughs 


toothy  nerd  desperately  trying  to 
escape  a  mother  who  fills  his  flat 
with  plastic  cartons  of  food  and 
materialises  in  bed,  wearing  an 
overcoat  and  a  sniffy,  expression, 
when  he  is  trying  to  find  sexual 
oblivion  with  a  sexy  shitea.  "  * 
The  shiksa  is  Tracey  Lynch’s 
Christina,  who  comes  of  Ulster 


of  Christinas  Past  ,  embarrassed  to 
find  himself  in  the  wrong  play,  and 
two  cops  dedicated  to  “making  sure 
■that  Jews  remain  Jews".  I'm  not 
saying  that  Schneider  and  his 
director.  Matthew  Lloyd,  are  whol¬ 
ly  successful  in  reconciling  serious 
ideas  with  comic  situations;  but 
together  they  have  created  a  divert¬ 
ing  and  provocative  evening. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Girls  don’t  just  wanna  have  fun 


THIS  is  a  curious  play  to  be  given 
a  major  production  at  this  time  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Molfere’s 
ridicule  of  the  intellectual  ambi¬ 
tions  of  women  has  its  place  in  the 
history  of  ideas,  and  the  pro¬ 
gramme  notes  go  to  some  pains  to 
assure  us  that  we  do  not  have  to 
see  the  play  as  an  anti-feminist 
satire.  But  Moliere  introduces  no 
female  character  who  is  not  a) 
disguising  her  ignorance  behind 
an  inflated  style  of  talk,  or  b) 
renouncing  all  interest  in  science, 
philosophy  and  literature  because 
what  a  woman  should  do  is  devote 


herself  to  a  man. 

This  is  not  to  say 
that  Steven  Hm- 
lott’s  production, 
transferred  from 
Stratford,  contains 
no  pleasures  along  the 
Philaminte,  wife  of  the  mlld- 
terapered  philistine  Chrysale,  has 
selected  the  self-satisfied,  trans¬ 
parently  trashy  Trissotin  (Roger 
All  am  at  his  most  unctuous)  as 
her  pet  poet  and  is  determined 
that  he  shall  many  her  younger 
daughter.  Henriette  (Jane  Gur- 
nett).  The  girl  is  in  love  with  a 


The  Learned 
Ladies 
Barbican  Pit 


decent  chap  who 
once  courted  her 
elder  sister. 
Armande  (Niamh 
Cusack),  who  may 
now  be  posturing 
as  a  learned  young  lady  but  is  just 
a  jealous  woman  at  heart 
Alison  Fiske  is  enjoyably  ab¬ 
surd  as  Philaminte's  sister-in-law 
Belise,  and  John  Quayle,  in  his 
first  season  with  the  RSC,  is 
endearingly  apologetic  as  Chry¬ 
sale,  the  gentle  worm  that  turns. 

For  some  arcane  reason  Pimlott 
begins  the  play  in  costume  and 


changes  everyone  into  modem 
dress  for  the  second  half,  presum¬ 
ably  to  suggest  that  we  have  these 
feminist  posers  with  us  today.  At 
the  close  Caroline  Blakiston's 
hitherto  implacable  Philaminte 
stares  in  dismay  at  the  daughter 
whose  proper  care  she  has  ne¬ 
glected  and  gazes  at  us  as  if  for 
guidance.  But  what  could  we  say 
to  a  woman  who  has  been  forcing 
unwelcome  marriages  on  her 
children,  and  claims  to  have  seen 
men  on  the  moon? 

Jeremy  Kingston 


Magical 
tour  of 
toytown 

WE  WERE  promised  a  “Magical 
Evening"  for  the  Royal  Philhar¬ 
monic  concert  on  Tuesday  night  — 
broadcast  live  by  Classic  FM  — 
and  that  is  exactly  what  we  had. 
With  Disneyland  Paris  the  spon¬ 
sors,  it  was  wholly  appropriate  to 
have  a  programme  of  French 
music  on  the  themes  of  childhood 
and  enchantment.  But  there  was 
magic,  too,  in  the  way  these  players 
delivered  the  goods. 

After  a  period  in  the  doldrums, 
the  Royal  Philharmonic  has  begun 
to  transform  itself  once  again  into 
an  elite  body.  The  silky  sheen  of  the 
strings  is  a  precious  asset,  while 
both  solo  contributions  and  ensem¬ 
ble  work  in  other  departments 
impressed  throughout  the  pro- 


CONCERT 


RPQ/Temirkanov 

Barbican 


gramme.  Indeed,  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  bars  into  the  first  item. 
Ravel's  Mother  Goose  suite,  that 
the  RPO  strings,  under  Yuri  Temir¬ 
kanov,  whisked  us  into  a  make- 
believe  world  of  ravishing 
loveliness.  Faure's  Dolly  suite  de¬ 
mands  similar  tenderness  and 
received  it  here,  with  Temirkanov 
avoiding  any  hint  of  sentimentality 
with  his  well-sculpted  phrasing. 

In  BueVs  Jeuxd'Enf ants  suite  the 
orchestra's  virtuosity  came  to  the 
fore.  The  comet  solos  in  the 
opening  March  were  crisply  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Gerry  Ruddock  and  Brian 
Thomson,  while  the  spinning  top  of 
the  “Impromptu"  displayed  admi¬ 
rable  ensemble  playing. 

One  of  Temirkanov's  great  tal¬ 
ents  is  that  of  an  entertainer,  and 
there  was  diy  wit  in  his  account  of 
Dukas's  Sorcerers  Apprentice. 

Ravel's  La  Valse  evokes  the 
world  of  the  Straussian  waltz,  only 
to  whirl  it  in  a  vortex  of  post- First 
World  War  angst.  Temirkanov  and 
his  players  were  suitably  alluring 
in  their  Viennese  garb,  making  the 
final  descent  into  chaos  all  the 
more  chilling. 

Barry  Millington 


RECITALS:  A  long-delayed,  exuberant  debut  and  a  tribute  to  a  kindly  critic 


HAVING  wailed  for  at  least 
50  years  to  make  her  Wigmore 
Hall  debut,  the  great  soprano 
Anna  Tomowa-Sintow  doubt¬ 
less  felt  free  to  celebrate  the 
occasion  exactly  as  she 
pleased.  At  the  fourth  or  fifth 
encore  —  I  lost  count  —  her 
pianist  Helmut  Oertel  was 
unceremoniously  pushed 
aside,  and  the  great  glittering 
powder-blue  presence  sat  at 
the  piano  and  accompanied 
herself  with  abandon  in  one  of 
several  impassioned  folk¬ 
songs.  presumably  from  her 
native  Bulgaria. 

This  gesture  came  as  the 
natural  climax  to  an  evening 
of  characteristically  expansive 
performance.  To  mo  wa-S  in¬ 
tow's  unaffected  rapport  with 
an  audience  showed  itself 
immediately  in  an  introduc¬ 
tory  group  of  Tchaikovsky 
songs  —  and  then  came 
Brahms.  The  voice  has  lost 
none  of  its  power  over  the 
years;  though  its  potency  is 
now  more  than  ever  an  emo¬ 
tional  one.  With  a  little  of  its 
natural  bloom  faded,  and  its 
sureness  of  intonation  occa¬ 
sionally  faltering,  the  voice 
refuses"  to  sacrifice  ardour  for 
mere  accuracy- 


Free  as  a 


Some  slight  hardening  in 
the  extremes  of  her  vocal 
register  was  moderated  by 
brightly  animated  words,  and 
by  the  fingers  of  Oertel,  whose 
nuances  of  colour  in  songs  as 
different  as  Brahms's  Sonntag 
and  Richard  Strauss's  Mor¬ 
een  was  eloquently  support¬ 
ive.  Tomowa-Sintow  is  me  of 
this  century's  great  Strauss 
interpreters:  her  Marschallin 
in  Der  Rosenkavaiier  was 
vividly  recalled  in  Freundliche 
Vision. 

Those,  like  me,  who  remem¬ 
ber  Peter  StatHen.  who  died 
earlier  this  year,  as  the  unfath¬ 
omable  chief  critic  of  The 
Daily  Telegraph  and  a  kindly 
senior  colleague,  teasing  one's 
callow  critical  responses  in 
pun  gently  Viennese  tones, 
knew  only  a  fragment  of  the 
man. 

He  was  also  the  pianist  who 


had  studied  with  Webern  and 
shared  the  concert  platform 
with  Kathleen  Perrier.  This, 
too,  was  the  man  who  fled  to 
England  in  1939  only  to  be 
transported  to  Australia 
where,  in  his  internment 
camp,  he  put  on  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Handel’s  Israel  in 
Egypt.  His  life  was  celebrated 
on  Tuesday  in  a  Wigmore 
concert  organised  by  the  An- 
glo- Austrian  Music  Society. 

He  was  never  one  to  give  his 
audiences  or  his  readers  an 
easy  ride.  True  to  form,  this 
concert  began  with  the  relay  of 
an  uncompromisingly  dense 
talk  he  had  given  on  Radio  3  in 
1980  in  which  he  described 
Webern's  own  instructions  on 
the  playing  of  his  Variations 
Op  27.  Stadlen  had  premiered 
the-  work  in  1937,  and  his 
recorded  performance  from 
1948,  together  with  his  words. 


revealed  Webern  as,  deep 
down,  an  incorrigible  old 
Romantic. 

Stadlen-as-critic  would,  I 
suspect,  have  admired  young 
Christoph  Berner’S  way  with 
Schoenberg.  The  Viennese 
pianist  gave  a  lurid  and 
affecting  account  of  the  Three 
Piano  Pieces,  Op  II.  Berner’S 
performance  of  Beethoven’s 
last  piano  sonata,  which  end¬ 
ed  the  concert,  was  also  some¬ 
thing  of  a  revelation:  it  had  a 
fearless  strength  of  purpose, 
and  a  clear-sighted  vision 
which  only  just  stopped  short 
of  the  sublime. 

Song  was  at  the  evening’s 
heart  Berg's  Three  Early 
Songs  and  a  group  of  eight  by 
Schubert.  Stadlen  would  have 
been  delighted  to  witness 
Imogen  Cooper,  daughter  of 
his  senior  colleague,  Martin, 
as  the  eloquent  accompanist  to 
the  young  mezzo-soprano  Jane 
Irwin  whose  voice  is,  as  yet. 
more  focused  than  her  Ueder 
interpretations.  Stadlen  would 
doubtless  have  offered  a  word 
of  kindly  advice.  His  words, 
his  music-making  and  his 
spirit  live  on. 

Hilary  Finch 
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JACQUELINE  DU  PHE 

A  Lasting  Inspiration 
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Oddballs  from 
Buckinghamshire, 
but  at  least 
Tiger  offer 
something  that 
isn’t  derivative 


POP2 


. . .  while  Judie 
Tzuke,  the 


record  industry, 
excels  on 
Under  the  Angels 
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...  s^dBjStk 
offersa<»lid 
and  unmemorable 
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The  first  Noel  that 
isn’t  more  like  Liam 


Good  news  for  lovers  of  good  music- just  for  once, 
you  do  not  have  to  hibernate  this  cool  yuletide 


Have  you  done  your 
Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  yet?  You  have? 
So  you’ll  have  heard  I  Wish 
it  Could  be  Christmas  Every 
Day  quite  a  lot.  then.  And 
Merry  Xmas  Everybody.  And 
Rockin'  around  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Tree  —  not  the  old. 
annoying  version,  but  the 
horrid,  faux-wacky  version 
by  Mel  Smith  and  Kim 
Wide,  replete  with  “off-the- 
cuff"  remarks  and  that  ultra¬ 
depressing  bit  where  it  all 
stops,  and  then  starts  again. 

Given  the  plague-like 
prevalence  of  these  records, 
you  will  doubtless  be  longing 
to  purchase  a  large  truck, 
drive  die  length  and  breadth 
of  Britain  collecting  every 
single  pressing  in  existence, 
before  dumping  them  in  a 
large  pit  covering  them  in 
brandy,  dropping  a  match, 
and  watching  them  bum 
blue  and  red  and  melted. 
There  would  then  follow  a 
period  of  insane,  pagan  cele¬ 
bration.  followed  by  an  al¬ 
most  past-coital  calm,  as  the 
realisation  sinks  in  that  Top 
Shop  and  Woahvorths  are 
now  safe  to  enter  once  again, 
free  from  “joiUness"  and 
anything  approaching  a 
singalong. 

Christmas  records  seem 
designed  to  bring  out  the 
Scrooge  in  everyone.  Any 
record  even  vaguely  associ¬ 
ated  with  Christmas  has  had 
the  bloom  of  joy  rubbed  off 
it  as  you  are  forced  to  listen 
to  it  against  your  wilL  At 
office  parties,  already  too 
drunk  to  salvage  your  pro¬ 
motion:  in  over-crowded 
pubs,  sitting  cramped  and 
silent  among  all  the  baccha¬ 
nalian  abandonment;  while 
fighting  your  way  around 
shops  foil  of  rioting  consum¬ 
ers.  all  buying  baihcubes  for 
people  they  hate;  in  the 


background,  while  your  ex¬ 
tended  family  issues  divorce 
proceedings  over  the  pud¬ 
ding.  I  doubt  there  isa  single 
person  in  Britain  who  has 
crane  home  from  work  and 
put  on.  by  choice.  Lonely  this 
Christmas,  by  Mud.  We  all 
hate  Christmas  records.  We 
just  haven’t  realised  yet  that 
we  do. 

What  is  needed  are  new 
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Christmas  songs,  reflecting 
what  Christmas  really  in¬ 
vokes  in  us.  A  couple  of 
albums.foll  of  vague  melan¬ 
choly.  drunken  self-pity;  re¬ 
lief  that  you’ve  got  a  week  off 
work:  insane  hope  that  it 
might  snow;  a  nagging  feel¬ 
ing  that  believing  in  God 
might  actually  make  you 
happier;  and  indigestion. 
Lucidly,  the  more  interesting 
record  shops  will  be  able  to 
supply  you  with  records  that 
fulfil  all  these  needs.  You 
could  start  with  Just  Say 
Nod  (Geffen  Records), 
which  surprises  you  with  the 
revelation  that  indie-country 
music  is  astonishingly 
Christmassy.  Portions  of  the 
royalties  go  to  charity,  which 
makes  Just  Say  Noel  the 
ideal  thing  to  spend  your 
bread-sauce  money  on. 
Because,  admit  it  bread 
sauce  is  horrible. 

The  album  indudes  the 
delights  of  the  Posies'  pedal- 


steel  racked  Christmas 
(made  all  the  more  heart¬ 
breaking  by  guest  wailing 
from  Velocity  Girl’s  Sarah 
Shannon),  which  recalls  the 
darker,  twangier  moments 
of  Out  of  Time.  Purther  in, 
Remy  Zero  do  that  country- 
misery  thing  on  their  Christ- 
mas  to  deliriously  weepsome 
effect  Elastica^s  brooding 
Gloria  is  carol  singing  with 
flick-knives  and  bower 
boots:  while  Beck'S  The  Little 
Drum  Machine  Boy  admira¬ 
bly  replicates  the  queasy 
pride  one  feds  after  existing 
purely  on  fun-sized  chocolate 
bars  for  three  days. 

Of  course,  foe  original 
Christmas  songs  —  carols  — 
understood  the  yuletide  mix¬ 
ture  of  party  joy  and  terri¬ 
fied.  doomed  misery 
perfectly.  O  Little  Town  of 
Bethlehem,  The  First  Noel, 
God  Rest  Ye  Merry,  Gentle¬ 
men  and  Away  in  a  Manger 
are  some  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful,  throat-swelling  songs  in 
existence,  and  the  edgy  ma¬ 
nia  in  God  Rest  Ye  Merry, 
Gentlemen  predated  the 
paranoid  euphoria  of 
(What's  the  Story)  Morning 
Glory ?  by  a  hundred  years. 

The  other  great  thing 
about  carols  is  mat  they  suit 
women’s  voices  far  better 
than  most  pop  or  rock, 
something  New  Yolk'S 
Roches  understand.  Three 
sisters  who  harmonise  like 
angels  cover  all  the  above- 
mentioned  carols,  plus  20 
others,  on  We  Three  Kings 
(MCA).  The  title  track  is 
lushly  gothic,  augmented 
with  a  tender  oboe  and.  yup^ 
restless  country  guitars.  The 
swooning  “Oooohh"  that 
leads  up  to  the  chorus  is 
utterly  thrilling,  and  knocks 
Mary’s  Bay  Child  by  Baney 
M  into  an  annoyingly  cheer¬ 
ful  Santa  haL 
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Cats  that  got  the  cream:  Tiger  have  a  moral  advantage  by  owing  no  does  to  the  great  names  of  the  past,  but  what  on  earth  are  they  on  about? 


New  stars 
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(Whatrs  the  Story)  Morning  Glory?.... _ .-Oasis  (Creation) 

Stoosh _ _.... _ . Skunk  Anansie  (One  UtUe  Indian) 


a  rare 


3  Spiders _ _ _ _ Space  (Gut; 

4  Post/Telegram.  _ — — ... _ _ _ Bjtirk  (One  Little  Indian 

5  Very  BestOf _ _ Buddy  Holly  (Dtno 

6  DeflnRety  Maybe — ... _ " - - -  Oasis  (Creation' 

7  Garage  Flower _ _ _ _ _ _  Stone  Roses  (Sflvortone: 

8  Coming  Up  ----- _ _ _ _ _ _ ! _ „„  Suede  (Nude; 

9  Backstreet  Bays _ _ ........ i . Backstreet  Boys  (Jive] 

10  Ugly  Beautiful  _ ; _ _ . _ _ _ .......  Babybird  (Echo] 

Copy rightON.  •  .  ...  .  •  .. 


TIGER 

We  are  Puppets 
(Trade2/ Island  S24  316  £9.99) 
AT  LAST,  a  new  British  group 
thqt  does  not  immediately 
remind  you  of  an  old  British 
group-  Having  contrived  to 
make  a  debut  album  with  no 
obvious  Beatles  or  Bowie  in¬ 
fluences  and  using  no  specific 
punk,  pop  or  rock  act’s  sound 
as  a  blueprint.  Tiger  have 
already  won  a  rare  moral 
victory  long  before  the  ques¬ 
tion  “Are  they  any  good?" 
rears  its  ugly  head. 

The  downside  of  such  re¬ 
sourcefulness  is  that,  without 
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THE  SINGLE  BOX  SETS 


any  of  the  familiar  reference 
points,  it  takes  a  few  hearings 
to  latch  on  to  what  foe  five- 
piece  from -  Buckinghamshire 
are  all  about  Their  untutored, 
low-fi  approach,  which  in¬ 
volves  lashings  of  heavily 
fuzzed  guitar  and  a  lot  erf 
whooping  and  yelping,  pro¬ 
duces  its  best  results  on 
pop/dance  crossover  tracks 
such  as  My  Puppet  Pal  and: 
Sony  Monkeys.  ■  - 

Another  piece  of  the  jigsaw 
that  refuses  to  slot  into  the 
obvious  place  is  foe  decidedly 
oddball  lyrics.  In  Shamed  all 
>  Over,  Dan  Glaister  puts  a 
typically  eccentric  spin  on  the 
old  theme  of  boy/gin  commu¬ 
nication  breakdown:  “Shels  a 
Belgian  and  1  can’t  even  spell 
her  name/Whoa,  yeah,  and 
she  can?  understand  me." 

It  is  almost  as  hard  to  work 
out  what  Tiger  are  driving  at 
but  at  least  it  is  different,  and 
it  sounds  like  fun. 


by  various  bite-sized  nuggets 
of  pseudo-Zen  philosophy 
clumsily  inserted  into  lyrics 
such,  as-  Emperor’s  New 
Clothes:  “You.  can  see  the 
cherry  on  top/So  you’re  gonna 
lose  a  slice  of  the  cake".  On 
heavier  tracks  V  it  .simply 
sounds  as  if  they  have  been 
listening  to  too  many  Robin 
Trower  albums.  What  the 
Hoax  need  is  less  of  the 
twitchy  tempo  changes  and 
,  almostpop  tunes,  and  a.  re¬ 
turn  to  foe  driving  12-bars  that 
got  them  started. 
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CALL:  0345  023  4S8  AT  LOCAL  RATE  j 


JUDIE  TZUKE 
Under  the  Angels  . ... 

(Big  Moon  BM  001) 

JUDIE  TZUKE  has  bravdy 
taken  to  running  her  career  as 
.  a  cottage  industry.  The  Eng- 
1  fish  singer  with  a  voice  like 
cool  honey  enjoyed  a  peak  of 
popularity  with  her  1979  hit 
single  Stay  With  Me  Till 
Dawn,  which  was  followed  by 
a  string  of  Top  20  albums. 
Now  she  has  started  her  own 
mail-order  record  label  and. 
as  well  as  being  the  principal 
artist,  it  seems  she  is  also  head 
of  press  and  promotions  and 
chief  packer.  As  a  result. 
Under  the  Angels ...  is  avail¬ 
able  (£13l50)  from  PC  Box  347. 
Weybridge  KTL3  9WZ  or  on 
foe  Internet  at  http:// 
www.bogoxo.uk/pax/ 
However,  anyone  who  ima¬ 
gines  that  musical  comers 
may  have  been  cut  in  the 
process  will  be  pleasantly 
surprised.  Tzuke  seems  to 
have  poured  herself  into  the 
task,  heart  and  souL  Whether 
expressing  regret  and  even 
extreme  bitterness,  as  on  / 
Never  Liked  the  Way  you 
Looked,  or  in  the  grip  of  an 
emotional  panic  attack  (With¬ 
out  Love),  there  is  a  simple 
honesty  about  her  words  that 

complements  the  soft-focus  ar¬ 
rangements  of  her  lullaby- 
rock  songs. 


BJORK 

Telegram 
[One  Little  Indian 
TPLP51  £12.99)  . 

HALFWAY  between  a  vanity 
project  and  a  cash-cow.  the 
remix  album  is  a  questionable 
exercise  at  the  best  of  times. 
On  Telegram,  foe  brief  is' to 
transport  a  bunch  of  previous¬ 
ly  released  songs,  most  of 
them  from  this  year’s  Post 
album,  into  an  alternative 
electronic  reality.  Even  allow¬ 
ing  for  the  inclusion  of  acousti¬ 
cally  re-recorded  versions  of 
Hyperballad  (with  the  Brod¬ 
sky  Quartet),  Isabel  and  My 
Spine,  the  result  is  a  cold, 
detached  and  resolutely 
unmelodic  collection,  of  doo¬ 
dles  masquerading  as  an 
album. 

In  its  most  extreme  form,  as 
with  the  distorted,  random 
percussion  effects  which  domi¬ 
nate  foe  Further  Over  the 
Edge  Mix  of  Enjoy,  the  pro¬ 
cess  can  render  the  number 
virtually  unlisten  able.  • 


T  ■» 


j  Ptaase  send  me  0n8»dburm(lbrtapapleB»rafrliDranltoa^TAto  ante  } 
j  aikfiton^atiectiomQrlorcfifferMldeBmyatUressrlBBBeuBeasepBrateaheflt}:  > 


Us 


i  klLSkV. 


lenctosechaqu^Pp^p^abto  toyEDforatotal  ofE  ,  Ls-  • 
Pfc—  vttmtourmmmmdadeidm  aUhaAectofaldteq—ac^i,--'--  - 
Forewarns  adore  Ct  JDperkem  to  Eony*.  £3  to  the  rest  of  9»nwW 

Tick  bcttti  you  prefer  oat  to  (OcanxigtaBs  of  other  o!fm  j  1 
Or  deWn^MastBmanVVtsa/MlB<,9w4ch  or D«ia  account  na  -  ; 


.  Expiry  Date 


jjr  Price  Chrt«m« 

-  No.t 


David  Sinclair 


Signature. 


Barbra  Streisand  Jim  Bridcts 

l'  3  1  F  p  0  T-!  T  H  Z  M  0  r  !  G  ."  P  i  C  7  \  ; 


Sate# 


f. 


isis? 


.ufLi-.*  *  - 


EACH  BOY  CON  I  AfNs  A\  L.YCL!  -S!\  E  i.M  EKYIEW  CD  AND  COLLECTORS  BOOKLET 
AND  CAN  HE  Vi  MC HASEI  -  WEED  OK  WITHOUT  Mil  SINGLES  ERO.M  EACH  AI.BCM. 
ALSO  WAIL  ABLE  THi.  I  I  Vi  \  I  DEC)  OASIS...  1  HERE  AND  THEN  AND  THE  ALBUMS 
'WHAT'S  THE.  STORY  i  MORNING  GLORY-  0  DELIA  EELEY  MAYBE. 

HAVE  THE  WHO!  E  MORi  ON  OASIS. ..SO  FAR? 


THE  HOAX 
Unpossible 
(Code  Blue/ East  West 
0630-16039  £15.49) 

THE  Hoax  were  something  of 
a  ndvefay  back  in  1994  when 
they  burst  out  of  Wiltshire 
with  a  debut  album,  Sound 
Like  This,  that  updated  the 
high-voltage,  blues-rock 
sound  of  the  late  Stevie  Ray 
Vaughan.  Unpossible,  the  fol¬ 
low-up,  finds  them  way  off- 
course  in  an  ambitious  but 
nnsgukted  attempt  to  progress 
beyond  their  muso  roots  and 
create  an  album  with  a  broad¬ 
er  commema]  appeal. 

Thanks  to  songs  such  as  lef 
it  Ride  and  Got  it  Bad.  which 
mix  road-hardened  rock  rife 
with  whimsical  touches  of 
progressive  funk,  they  now 
sound  like  a  poor  man’s 
version  of  the  Spin  Doctors. 
The.  impression  gronfrygeri. . 
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Miss  Ross  turns 
on  the  charm: 
Queen  Diana 
sets  out  to  woo 
Britain  all 
over  again 


POP  6 


The  gangsta-rap 
of  Snoop  Doggy 
Dogg  is  outclassed 
as  Wembley  enjoys 
a  night  of  black 
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American  music 


I  JAZZ  I 


John  Zorn  delves 
into  Yiddish 
klezmer  music 
for  inspiration 
on  his  fine  new 
album  Mosada 


JAZZ  2 


. . .  while  the 
Mike  Westbrook 
Band  draws 
fruitfully  on 
many  traditions 
on  Bar  Utopia 


Beauty 
and  the 

beast 
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AN  event  such  as  Super  Jam  1 
would  once  have  found  its 
natural  London  home  at  the 
old  Hammersmith  Odeoru 
Clutching  my  crampons  and 
minrcake  for  the  climb  to  row 
W  on .  the  eastern  face  of 
Wembley  Arena,  I  noticed 
empty  seats  and  wondered  if 
this  impressive  black-  music 
package  had  over-reached  it¬ 
self.  But  Wednesday’s  unfilled . 
spaces  had  more  to  do  with. 
»  under-promotion  than  punter 
'indifference,  and  last  night’s 
second  arena  show,  the  first  to 
be  announced,  was  a  sellout. 

Early  signs  from  the  stage 
were  not  encouraging,  as  Nerw 
York  soul  sisters  SWV  ap¬ 
peared  with  a  3a  per  .  cent 
reduction  in  staff,  Leanne 
Lyons  having  suffered  a  fam¬ 
ily  bereavement.  Recalling 
their  'most  dted  influences, 
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Super  Jam  l 
Wembley  Arena 
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this  meant  we  were  now  down 
to  the  equivalent  of  Diana 
Ross  and  one  Supreme.  Still. 
Tamara  Johnson  and  Cheryl' 
Gamble  gave  an  undiluted 
performance  of  upperclass  ur¬ 
ban  hits  such  as  Right  Here 
and  You're  the  One. 

The  stage  reset  with  admira¬ 
ble  speed,  the  stakes  were 
immediately  upped  by  Black- 
street,  whom  producer  Teddy 
*  J^iley  has  crafted  into  the  most 
*  fully  rounded  R&B  group  of 
the  day.  They  opened  with  a 
theatrical  for  from  the  out-: 
standing  album.  Another  Lev- 
•  el.  As  on  their  last  visit  (two 

.  ..  years  ago,  to  dear  old  Hamr- 
mersmith).  Bladcstreet  invited 
favourable  comparisons  with 
the  Hke$  of  the  ntighty.Temp- _ 
rations.  The  breakmrcragli  sin¬ 
gle  No  Diggity  was  boldly 
■  -  delivered  and  ecstatically 
•  received. 

p  All  of  which  soulful  stuff  left 

r'r.  .  Snoop  Doggy  Dogg  out  on  a 
1  limb  as  the  incongruous 
gangsta-rapping  bill-topper. 
Tracks  from  his  new  US  No  1 
album  Tha  Doggfather  were 
to  the  fore,  with  guest  appear¬ 
ances  by  fellow  stare  Warren 
G  and  Nate  Dogg.  Nothing 
much  to  change  the  image  of 
gangsta-rappers  as  overpaid 
braggarts  wandering  around 
the  stage  shouting  and  swear¬ 
ing,  but  that,  it  seems,  is  what 
file  audience  wants. 


Why  Diana  still 


reigns  Supreme 


Like  most  of  the  rest  of  us, 
Diana  Ross  is  fretting  about 
being  behind  in  her  prepa¬ 
rations  for  Christmas.  “I 
managed  to  get  to  Harrods,"  she 
confides,  “but  it  was  so  noisy  that  I 
could  only  stay  a  short  while  —  my 
ears  are  veiy  sensitive.  Yet  I  need  to 
get  organised,  and  1  could  never  let 
someone  else  do  my  shopping.'' 

Certainly,  her  schedule  while 
briefly  in  London  is  so  tightly 
packed  that  you  feel  almost  apolo¬ 
getic  for  being  a  part  of  it  “But  we’re 
here  for  a  reason,  so  H’s  OK,"  she 
beams,  not  needing  to  add  that  the 
reason  is  to  sell  a  new  single,  and  to 
support  a  recently  released  compila¬ 
tion  album  of  earlier  ballad  hits. 
And  experience  must  have  con¬ 
vinced  both  her  and  her  record 
company  of  the  wisdom  of  treating 
us  to  the  full-on  Diana  experience. 

Bring  her  in  to  guest,  glamorously 
begowned.  on  certain  key  television 
variety  slots  —  Des  O’Connor's 
show  has  proved  particularly  lucky 
—  and.  bingo!  Suddenly,  songs  too 
subtle  normally  to  win  daytime 
radio-play  become  chart-toppers. 

Britain's  love  affair  with  pop- 
soul’s  first  ever  diva  has  endured 
partly  because  she  has  consistently 
matched  our  fantasy  of  how  such  an 
entity  should  look,  partly  because 
her  tight  and  fluid  voice  has  been 
able  to  adapt  to  changing  musical 
fashions,  and  partly  because  she 
has,  by  her  own  admission,  "some¬ 
how  always  been  a  magnet  for  good 
songs”.  The  cumulative  effect  of  this 
triple-whammy  allows  Ross,  now 
52.  still  to  compete  here  in  a 
marketplace  dominated  by  female 
singers  of  a  very  different  stylistic 
persuasion — the  vocal  showboatere 
for  whom  technique  is  all 
“I  admire  the  girls  who  can  do  it,** 
she  insists.  "But  you  need  an 
incredible  set  of  pipes  to  cany  off 
that  sort  of  riffing,  to  play  around 
with  the  nates  in  that  way.  and  it's 
not  the  way  for  me  to  sell  a  lyric  to 
an  audience.  When  I  first  started 
singing,  I  had  a  really  small,  nasal- 
sounding  voice,  and  though  it’s 
matured  as  I've  matured,  I  know 
that  IVe  been  lucky  just  to  have 


Call  me  Miss  Ross:  Diana  Ross  likes  to  keep  a  tight  rein  on  what  she  does  in  her  career  and  how  she 
is  represented  in  public — “You  can  get  a  reputation  from  asserting  yourselfi  but . . 


Alan  Jackson 

falls  under  the 
irresistible  spell  of 
the  favourite 
diva  of  pop-soul 


always  had  some  distinctive  quality 
that  has  allowed  people  to  recognise 
me.  Like  most  popular  singers,  I  ve 
never  studied  music.  And  I  certainly 
never  think  about  technique.” 

This  apparently  sincere  self-as¬ 
sessment.  and  her  consistently 
friendly  manner,  are  at  odds  with 
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the  imperious  and  temperamental 
star  of  media  legend  —  she  who  not 
wily  must  be  obeyed,  but  also 
addressed  always  as  Miss  Ross.  She 
sighs.  Yes,  she  has  felt  misrepresent¬ 
ed.  Yes.  it  is  like  finding  oneself 
turned  into  a  cartoon.  "And  for  a 
while  it  hurt,  but  now  1  accept  it  It’s 
strange  how  easily  negative  labels 
are  attached  to  women  who  want  to 
exert  control  over  their  own  careers 
or  take  responsibility  for  how 
they're  represented." 

And  that  is  exactly  what  she 
wants.  Her  children  are  the  chief 
priority,  she  says:  eldest  daughter 
Rhondda,  25.  from  a  relationship 
with  Ross's  first  mentor,  Motown 
founder  Berry  Gordy.  is  an  aspiring 
jazz  vocalist;  sisters  Tracee  and 
Chudney,  23  and  21,  from  a  first 
marriage  to  press  agent  Robert 


Silbersxein,  also  have  showbusiness 
aspirations;  sons  Ross,  nine,  and 
Evan,  eight,  from  her  current  mar¬ 
riage  to  Norwegian  businessman 
Arne  Naess,  live  with  her  on  a 
Connecticut  estate  and  in  New  York, 
where  she  plans  her  work  commit¬ 
ments  around  their  school  lives. 
"But  after  all  of  that,  I  look  to  be  in 
control  of  my  own  work.  And 
sometimes  that  means  saying.  'No.  I 
just  cant  sing  that  song'.  You  can 
get  a  reputation  from  asserting 
yourself  like  that,  but . . 

Ross  shrugs  her  shoulders  to 
dissociate  herself  from  such  nega¬ 
tive  thoughts.  She  prefers  positivity. 
“I'm  an  idea  s-orien  rated  person.  Itn 
always  working  Dn  lots  of  things  at 
once.  I  want  to  live  my  life,  to  use  it 
up.  I  read  educational  or  inspira¬ 
tional  works.  And  I  make  time  every 
day  to  sit  and  be  quieL  You  have  to 
make  the  space  to  recharge." 

There  is  an  essential  pragmatism 
to  her.  though,  an  acceptance  of  the 
fact  that  even  positive  thinking  and 
inspirational  texts  cannot  influence 
every  aspect  of  her  life.  For  example, 
while  she  remains  a  consistent 
hitmaker  in  Britain,  she  does  not 
attempt  to  rationalise  why  her 
American  chart  career  has  long 
been  dormant  Also,  despite  an 
Oscar-nominated  movie  debut  as 
Billie  Holiday  in  Lady  Sings  The 
Blues,  she  acknowledges  that  this 
parallel  career  has  not  gone  entirely 
as  she  would  have  hoped.  “For 
years,  I  walked  around  Hollywood 
with  the  Josephine  Baker  story,  but 
couldn’t  make  it  happen.  Eventually 
I  had  to  let  go." 

But  right  now,  it  is  Time  for  her 
dose-up.  "Photo  sessions  don't  work 
for  me  unless  there's  music  —  it 
brings  me  alive,"  she  says,  rising 
from  her  chair,  a  supertoned,  super¬ 
charged  figure  in  Donna  Karan 
blade  As  she  diverts  back  to  her 
hotel  room  in  search  of  a  suitable 
tape,  passing  staff-members  step 
aside  and  bow.  Even  when  experi¬ 
enced  fleeringly.  Ross’S  diva  effect 
proves  an  impossible  ad  to  resist. 

•  The  compilation  album  Voice  of  Love 
is  ami  table  on  EMI.  A  new  single.  In  Tlie 
Ones  You  Love,  is  released  on  Monday 


Paul  Sexton 


JOHN  ZORN 

Masada 

(DIW-915) 

THE  speediest  way  of  locating 
the  music  on  tins  consistently 
vibrant  ,  and  challenging  al¬ 
bum  is  to  describe  it  as 
klezmer  —  traditional  Jewish 
music  with  its  roots  in  Eastern 
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Europe  —  -filtered  through 
early  acoustic  Ornette  Cole¬ 
man.  John  Zorn,  often  dted  as 
the  archetypal  jazz  post¬ 
modernist  tor  his  restless, 
channel-hopping  eclecticism, 
here  focuses  his  attention 
firmly  on  a  single  musical 
subject  described  in  the  al¬ 
bum's  dedication  to  Zionist 
pioneer  Asher  Ginzberg  as  a 
"new  Jewish  cultural 
renaissance”. 

The  resulting  il  Zorn  cqm- 
.  positions,  whether  superficial¬ 
ly  jaunty  dances  or  graceful, 
plangent  laments,  bring  out 
all  the  considerable  musicality 
of  his  quartet  —  trumpeter 
Dave  Douglas,  bassist  Greg 
Cohen  and 
drummer  Joey 
Baron  —  but, 
more  important¬ 
ly,  tiiey  dramati¬ 
cally  emphasise  the  cogency  of 
claims  made  by  figures  as 
diverse  as  Britain’s  Klezmer 
Swingers  and  the  American 
avant-garde  clarinettist  Don 
Byron  concerning  the  contin¬ 
uing  relevance  of  the  Jewish 
roots  of  jazz. 


a  study  of  both  musical  and 
personal  group  interaction, 
this  is  a  fascinating  and  richly 
rewarding  set 
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KEITH  JARRETT 

Mysteries:  The  Impulse  . 
Years  1975-1976 
(Impulse!  IMPD-4-189) 
FEATURING  the  celebrated 
pianist's  American  quartet  in 
two  marathon  (contract-fulfill¬ 
ing)  recording  sessions  sand-; 
wiching  the  same  band's  more 
famous  £CM  recordings.  Stir-. 
valors’  Suite  and  Eyes  of  the 
Heart,  this  intriguing  Ibur- 
CD  set  documents  both  the. 
extraordinary  rapport  of  saxo¬ 
phonist  Dewey  Redman,  bass¬ 
ist  Charlie  Haden  and 
drummer  Paul  Marian  with 
Jarrett,  and  —  just  as  absorb¬ 
ing  —  tile  tensions  that  precip¬ 
itated  the  band’s  demise. 

At  its.' best  the  quartet 
produced .  irresistibly  joyous 
musicin  which  Jarretfs  vigor¬ 
ous  lyricism  was  tellingly 
counterbalanced  by  the  free¬ 
dom  Redman  and  Haden.  had 
exploited  in  their  time  with 
Ornette  Coleman’s  ground¬ 
breaking  acoustic  band.  To¬ 
wards  the  acrimonious  end  of 
.  the  group's  life,  however,  the 
lightly  dancing  Jarrett  themes 
had  been  replaced  either  by 
Motian’S  free-floating  compo- 
.  sitions  or  by  Redman's  strong¬ 
ly  CtolemaiHnfluent^  pieces, 
and  the  romanticism  so  prom¬ 
inent  in  Jarretrt?  solo  work 
was  submerged  in  the  resul¬ 
tant  democratic  free^br-all.  As 


MIKE  WESTBROOK 
ORCHESTRA 
Bar  Utopia 
(ASC  CD  13) 

COMMISSIONED  by  the 
1995  Bath  International  Festi¬ 
val,  with  lyrics  by  short-story 
writer  Helen  Simpson,  this 
seven-part  meditation  on  vari¬ 
ous  aspects  of  the  Utopian 
vision  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
projects  by  camposer/pianist 
Mike  Westbrook  and  singer 
Kate  Westbrook. 

Their  intelligent  use  of  text 
to  draw  together 
music  from  all 
parts  of  the  tradi¬ 
tion  not  only  en¬ 
ables  a  big  band 
to  show  off  its  superb  ensem¬ 
ble  and  solo  skills,  bur  also 
confirms  the  Westbrooks'  sta¬ 
tus  as  Britain’s  leading  practi¬ 
tioners  in  a  somewhat 
neglected  sub-genre:  jazz-cab¬ 
aret  Thus  the  blues,  Latin 
rhythms,  straightforward 
swing  and  a  climactic  New 
Orleans-type  free-for-all  are 
all  woven,  courtesy  of  Simp- 
star’s  deceptively  simple  lyrics 
and  Mike  Westbrook's  elegant 
score,  into  a  coherent, 
thought-provoking  but  readily 
accessible  whole. 


BOBBY  PREVITE 

Too  Close  to  the  Pole 
(Enja  ENJ-9306  2) 

THE  latest  in  a  series  of 
adventurous,  bright  and  ac¬ 
cessible  albums  from  the  New 
York-based  drummer,  Too 
Close  to  the  Pole  features  the 
current  edition  of  Bobby 
Previte’s  septet  Weather  Clear, 
Track  Fast  on  five  Previte 
originals  and  a  stately  ar¬ 
rangement  of  The  Counte&s 
Bedroom  from  Tchaikovsky's 
Queen  of  Spades. 

Previte’s  compositions 
stress  textural  variety  and  the 
slow  journey  towards  bustling 
climaxes  over  jazz's  conven¬ 
tional  theme-solos-theme 
structure,  but  fans  of  every¬ 
thing  •  from  avant-rock 
through  minimalism  to  the 
woozy  rumbustious  ness  of 
Charles  Mingus  will  find 
something  to  their  taste  in  this 
heady  brew  of  spurting  solo 
horns,  rowdy  but  smart  en¬ 
semble  work  and  chattering 
percussion. 


Chris  Parker 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6  1996 

Court  of  Appeal 


Duty  of  care  to  parent  company  triable 


Barings  pic  and  Another  v 
Coopers  &  Lybrand  (a  Firm) 
and  Others 

Before  Lord  Justice  Leggan,  Lord 
Justice  Swiftian  Thomas  and  Lord 
Justice  Mummery 
(Judgment  November  22J 
Where  a  parent  holding  company 
claimed  a  direct  relationship  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  auditors  of  one  of 
its  overseas  subsidiary  companies, 
and  specific  facts  were  pleaded 
that  a  duty  of  care  was  owed  by 
those  auditors  to  the  parent  com¬ 
pany.  separate  from  any  duty 
owed  to  the  subsidiary  as  statutory 
auditors,  that  was  a  serious  issue 
to  be  tried  between  the  parties. 

The  circumstances  showed  the 
present  was  a  proper  case  for 
service  of  proceedings  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  on  the  auditors. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  dismissing  (he 
appeal  of  the  fourth  and  fifth 
defendants.  Khoo  Kum  Wing  and 
S.  J.  Tan.  against  the  dismissal  by 
Mr  Justice  Chadwick  (The  Times 
August  13)  of  their  applications  to 
set  aside  service  on  them  outside 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  writ  issued  by 
the  plain  tiffs,  Barings  pic,  in 
administration,  and  Btshopscourt 
Ltd.  in  administration  and  pro¬ 
visional  liquidation.  formerly 
Barings  Securities  Ltd.  and-  also 
issued  against  Coopers  &  Lybrand. 
Chaly  Chee  Kheong  Mah  and 
Po'ad  Bin  Shaik  Abu  Bakar 
Mattar,  the  first,  second  and  third 
defendants.  Leave  to  serve  the  writ 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  was  granted 
by  Master  Barra tt  on  January  23. 

Mr  Sydney  Kentridge,  QC  and 
Mr  Philip  Sales  for  the  fourth  and 
fifth  defendants:  Mr  Stanley 
Bum  tun,  QC,  Mr  Rhodri  Davies 
and  Mr  Richard  Gillis  for  the 
plaintiffs;  Mr  Christopher  Butcher 
for  the  second  and  third  defen¬ 
dants;  the  first  defendant  was  not 
represented. 

LORD  JUSTICE  LEGGATT 
said  that  Barings,  the  English 
holding  company  of  a  group,  was 
based  in  London  and  did  not  trade 
on  its  own  account.  The  second 
plaintiff  rBSLT.  an  indirect 
subsidiary  of  Barings,  although 
incorporated  m  the  Cayman  Is¬ 
lands.  had  its  business  based  in 
London. 


BSL  and  its  subsidiaries  con¬ 
ducted  securities  and  futures  trad¬ 
ing.  The  plaintiffs  had  brought 
proceedings  against  their  accoun¬ 
tants.  Coopers  &  lybrand  fC&L"). 
The  second  and  third  defendants 
were  Singaporean  partners  in 
Deloitte  &  Touche,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  defendants  partners  in  Coo¬ 
pers  &  Lybrand  Singapore 
("C&LST.  a  Singaporean  firm 
associated  with  C&  i, 

Barings  Futures  Singapore  Pte 
Lid  rBFS^.  an  indirect  subsidiary 
of  BSL  and  so  of  Barings,  was 
incorporated  in  Singapore  and 
traded  on  the  Singapore  Inter¬ 
national  Monetary  Exchange. 

The  plaintiffs  in  their  action 
sought  to  blame  their  auditors  for 
the  collapse  of  the  group  on 
February  26,  1995.  attributed  to 
unauthorised  and  loss-making 
trading  by  Mr  Nicholas  Leeson. 
general  manager  of  BPS  between 
1993  and  1995. 

Before  Mr  Justice  Chadwick  the 
fourth  and  fifth  defendants  con¬ 
tended  Barings  had  no  good  cause 
of  action  against  them,  and  that 
even  if  it  did,  England  was  not  the 
appropriate  forum  for  the  trial  of 
the  action.  Because  the  action 
brought  by  the  liquidators  of  BPS 
against  C&LS  in  Singapore  had 
sines  been  stayed,  C&LS  no  longer 
maintained  their  argument  about 
forum. 

His  Lordship,  having  set  out 
details  of  Mr  Leeson's 
unauthorised  trading,  said  that  at 
no  time  during  the  audits  of  BPS* 
consolidation  schedules,  prepared 
for  the  purposes  of  the  group 
accounts,  did  the  auditors  detect  or 
report  on  the  unauthorised  trading 
or  the  fosses  in  which  it  resulted. 

On  the  contrary,  those  schedules 
showed  BFS  to  be  not  only  solvent 
but  profitable;  successive  profit 
and  loss  accounts  showed  profits 
rising  to  E9.6  million  at  1994  year 
end  whereas  they  should  have 
shown  a  loss  of  £180  million  at  that 
date;  while  the  balance  sheet  then 
recorded  assets  of  E15  million 
instead  of  liabilities  amounting  to 
£201.4  million. 

The  plaintiffs’  claim  was  based 
on  the  duties  of  C&IiL  as  reporting 
accountants,  were  alleged  to  have 
assumed  towards  Barings  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  group  accounts  and  to  a 
particular  transaction  which 


C&LS  reported  to  be  a  £50  million 
receivable  due.  not  to  BFS.  but  to 
BSL.  whereas  in  fact  it  was  a 
fiction  of  Mr  Leeson's  to  explain  a 
discrepancy  in  BFS*  accounts 
caused  by  his  unauthorised 
trading. 

Mr  Ken  fridge's  essential  sub¬ 
mission  was  that  C&LS  owed  to 
Barings  no  relevant  duty  of  care 
and  that  any  claim  far  damages 
suffered  could  be  claimed,  not  by 
Barings  as  a  holding  company, 
which  was  in  effect  a  shareholder 
in  die  subsidiaries,  but  only  by  the 
subsidiary  or  subsidiaries  which 
suffered  damage. 

The  information  the  Singapor¬ 
ean  auditors  were  required  to 
supply  was  simply  so  that  Barings’ 
directors  could  ooanply  with  their 
obligation  to  prepare  consolidated 
accounts. 

He  contended,  imer  alia,  that 
there  was  ample  authority  that,  in 
so  far  as  a  company  had  suffered 
damage,  although  the  value  of  the 
shareholders'  shareholding  had 
gone  down,  in  law  it  was  none  the 
less  the  company  alone  which 
could  sue  for  that  damage: 
Prudential  Assurance  Co  Ltd  v 
Newman  Industries  Led  (No  21 
(fI9SZ|  Ch  204.  2220223 B)  and 
Caparo  Industries  pic  v  Oidanan 
QI99PJ  2  AC  b05. 626C-E.  627C-D); 

Thus  if  Barings  had  been  the 
direct  shareholder  or  BFS.  it  would 
have  had  no  action  in  respect  of 
any  assumed  negligence  in  C&LS*s 
auditing  for  BFS.  The  feet  Barings 
was  a  relatively  remote  parent 
nude  its  relationship  10  the  audi¬ 
tors  a  more -remote  one. 

Mr  Burn  ton  relied  primarily  on 
the  facts  as  showing  how  a  duty 
was  assumed  by  C&LS  directly  to 
Barings.  He  added: 

(i)  The  liability  or  C&LS  to  BFS 
was  in  dispute,  particularly 
because  C&LS  signed  off  on  their 
audit  report  to  Barings  but  not  on 
their  audit  report  to  BFS; 

(ii)  C&LS  were  engaged  in 
relation  to  Barings  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  group  accounts  for  which 
their  information  and  audit  re¬ 
ports  were  to  be  used;  and 

(iff)  BFS  acted  as  broker  or  agent 
lor  other  companies  in  the  group. 

Their  fosses  were  not  recover¬ 
able  from  C&LS  because  no  duty 
was  owed. 

As  Barings  was  owed  a  duty,  it 


could  ifisdfdann  for  the  loss  In  the 
value  of  die  shares  m  those 
companies:  George  Fischer  (Great 
Britain )  Ltd  v  Multi  Construction 
Ltd.  Dexba  ltd  (thud  party) 
fll995J  1  BCLC  260). 

His  Lordship  said  that  if  C&LS 
were  in  breach  of  a  duly  of  .  care 
owed  to  Barings  in  respect  of  aodic 
information  supplied  to  them  ami 
the  breach  caused  damage, 
Barings  ooufd  not  be  disentitled 
from  siting  merely  became  the 
damages  for  which  C&LS  mre 
said  to  be  liable  to  Barings  would 
or  might  include  damages  for 
which  they  were  said  to  be  Uabfe  to 
BFS. 

Any  risk  of  double  recovery, 
such  as  was  envisaged  in 
Christensen  v  Scott  (p996|  I NZLR 
273.  280-281)  could  be  avoided  if 
both  claims  were  made  in  the  same 
action. 

The  present  case  differed  from 
the  Prudential  Assurance  case 
because  the  person  in  the  position' 
of  shareholder.  Barings,  had  a 
right  Of  action  independent  of  the. 
company  BFS.  On  the  other  hand, 
unlike  the  situation  in  the  George 
Fischer  ease,  BFS  did  have  aright 
of  action  ftself- 

As  the  latrer  case  showed,  there 
was  no  legal  principle  that  a 
holding  company  -was  -arable  to 
recover  damages  for  loss  in  the 
value  of  hs  subsidiaries,  resulting 
directly  horn  a  breach  of  duty 
owed  to  lx,  as  distinct  from  a  duty 
owed,  or  not  owed  as  the  case 
might  be  to  the  subsidiaries. 

The  argument  about  duty  of  care 
was  concluded  by  the  net  that 
C&LS  knew  that  their  audit  and 
report  on  the  consolidatioo  sched¬ 
ules  were  required  so  thar  the 
directors  of  Barings  could  comply 
with  their  obligation  to  provide 
accounts  showing  a  true  Bid  fair 
view  of  the  group's  financial 
affairs. 

C&LS  could  not  have  supposed 
that  the  only  responsibility  they 
assumed  to  Barings  was  to  submit 
BPS'S  accounts  in  a  form  suitable 
for  incorporation  into  the  consoli¬ 
dated  accounts,  and  that  It 
mattered  not  whether  they  showed 
a  true  and  fair  view  of  BFS% 
financial  affairs. 

Material  irregularities,  and  a 
fortiori  baud,  would  normally  be 
brought  to  fight  fay  sound  audit 


procedures,  one  of  which  was  the. 
practice  of  pointing  out  weak¬ 
nesses  in  internal  controls. , An . 
auditors  task  was  so  to  conduct  the 
audit  as  to  make  it  probable  that 
material  misstatements  in  finan- 
ciaJ  documents  would  be  detected. 
That  did  not  occur  and  therefore1 
there  was  a  case. for  C&LS  to 
answer. 

-  The  purpose  of  reporting  was 
not  as  limited  as  Mr  Kentridge 
contended.  There  was  force  in  Mr 
Burn  ton's  contention  dial  the  most 
immediate  cause  of  Barings'  loss 
was  the  failure  of  internal  control 
within  BFS  which  allowed  Mr 
Leeson  to  asnmir  his  frauds. 

Everything  depended  on 
whether  C&LS  should  have  de¬ 
tected  those  frauds  since,  had  they 
been,  further  moneys  .would  not 
have  been  sent  by  other  companies 
in  the  group  to  BFS  with  the 
resubant  loss  in  the  value  of-  the 
shares  hekt  fry  Barings  as  tbe 
holding  company.  ;  • 

Tbe  crucial  point  in  the  present 
ease,  which  Mr  Justice  Chadwick.  ‘ 
appreciated,  was  that  Barings 
pleaded  a  direct  relationship  be¬ 
tween  C&LSand  Barings  arising 
from  the  circumstances  in  which 
.  work  was  done  for,  and  informa¬ 
tion  vitas  supplied  by  C&LS  to. 
Barings  and  their  auditors  in 
England  (C&U  relating  to  the 
.  preparation  of  the  group’s 
accounts. 

Specific  facts  were  pleaded  in 
support  of  the  tiaim  there  was  an 
independent  and  retenrat  duty  of 
care  owed  to  Barings  and  separate 
from  any  duty  owed  to  BFS. 

Hie  determination. of  the  scope: 
of  that  duiy'  and  of  tbe  con¬ 
sequences  of  any  breach  were 
matters  for  evidence,  and  legal 
argument  at  trial.  As  the  judge  had 
concluded.  Barings,  had  estab-  -. 
fished  a  good  arguable  case,  and 
his  Lordship  was  satisfied  tbe  case 
was  a  proper  one  for  service  out  of 
the  jurisdiction.  There'  was .  a 
serious-issue  to  be  tried. ';  - 

His  Lordship  added  that  any  - 
findings  of  fact  made,  in  the 
judgment  were  not  final. 

Lord  Justice  Swinmn  Thomas  - 
and  Lord  Justice  Mummery 


foreseeable  in  1973 


Armstrong  and  Often  v  Brit¬ 
ish  Coal  Corporation 
Before  Lord  Justice  Nourse.  Lord 
Justice- Judge  arid  Lend  .Justice. 
Walter 

(Judgment  November  28]  - 

The-'  British  Goal  Corporation 
should  have  recognised  by  ian^ 

ary  1973. Oat  work  done  . by  to. 

anpfoyees  using  vibratory  tools 
'  gave  rise  to  a  foreseeable  risk  of 
personal  injury  front  the  condition 
known  as  vibratory  white  finger. 

The  Gourt  of  Appeal  so  held,  in 
reserved  judgments  dismissing  art 
appeal  fay  the  defendant,  tbe 
Bn  fish  Coal  Corporation,  from  the .' 
decision  of  Judge  -  Stephenson. . 
sitting  as  a  judge  of  the  Higb  Court 
at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  on  Janu¬ 
ary  15. 1996,  on  preliminary  femes . 
arising  in  an  action  by  William  . 
James  Armstrong  and  aghr  other 
plaintiffs,  all  former  employees  of 
the  defendant,  claiming  damages 
for  personal  injury  for  vibratory 
white  finger  sustained  as  a  result 
of  the  alleged  negligent:  of  the 
defendant.  '  ‘  • 

.  Mr  Richard  Maxwell  QC.  Mr  ft 
F.  Owen.  QC  and  Miss  Catherine  . 
Foster  for  British  CoaftMfJohn 
Heady.  QC,  Mr  dtristopher  Car- . 
ling  and  Mr  Ian  .  Scott  for  'foe 
phjfltifls.  * 

LOW?  JUSTICE  JUDGE,  said 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  all  been  : 
employed,  for  substantial  periods' 
-in  the  coal  industry  and  had  been 
provfoed  with  and  used  vibratory 
took  in fee  course  of  their  employ-  •_ 
meat  The  nine  cases  had  bear 
selected  as'  lead  cases;  repre¬ 
sentative  of  a .  large  -number  of 
claims  that  were  pending-  .. 

Since  I9.il  it-had  been  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  thesymptdns,  loss  and 


-impairmeftt  of  .drcolatianTn.  the. 
fingers;  could  resuftlrom  the  use  of 
.  powered  band-bdd  tools  through . 
which  vibrations  .were-,  transmit;, 
ted.  The  ctnKfincffL  referred  Win . 
the  case,  as  VWF,  included  second¬ 
ary  Raynaud'S  phenomenon  and 

Raynaud's .  phenomenon  of 
occupational  origin. 

Two.prrikiinaiy  issues,  heard 
together  fay  tbe  judge;  arose; 

1  From  what  date,  if  at  all,  ought 
the  defendant  id  have  recognissd' 
that  work  with  the  tools  gave  rise 
to  abresraable  risk  of  VWF?  The. 
judge*  answer  was  January  L 

,  1973. 

2  From  what  date,  if  at  afl.  ougfrr 
die  defendant  to  have  recognised 

.  feyf  pnsv-anfyrng  in  guard  against 
that  risk  could  and  ought  to  have 
been' -taken?  The  judge's  answer 
was  January  1, 1975,  in  respect  of 
warnings,  system  and  routine, 
examination  and  January  L 1976  in 
respect  of  rotation  of  jobs. 

'-  Use  judge  bad  held  that  the 
-'defendant  should  have  been  on 
notice  that  there  might  have  been  a 
problem  of  a  significant  incidence 
of  VWF'falfawing  the  production,  of 
.  a  survey  on  VWF  as  an  industrial 


-  setjjteid  on  workwith  such  tools  in 
:.  the  coal  mining  industry. 

Mr  Maxwell  submitted  that, 
having  correctly  concluded  that 
prior  to  i%7  there  was  msuffiaem 
material  to  put  foe  defendant  on 

notice  that  there  was  a  foreseeable 

.  risk,  of  injury,  in  the  coal  mining 
industry,  arising  from  the  use  of 
such  tools,  be  was  wrong  in  his 
conclusions  -about  the  Milne  sur- 
.  vey  were  wrong  and  that  he  should 
.  have  held  foal  an- epidemiological 
survey  by  the  defendant  was  never 
.  .required,  at  any  rate  at  any  date 
before  the  present  proceedings 
began-in  1988.  - 
Furthermore.  Mr  Maxwell  said, 
even  if  an  epidemiological  survey 
had  been  carried  pin  foe  judge 
wrongly  conducted  that  'it  would 
have  demonstrated  an  excessive 
decree  of  VWF  m  tbe  coal  mining 


•;  by. Dr  Milne,  deputy 
officer  for  North- T 


.areai 

"Yorkshire,  in 

1968. 

Thereafter,  the  judge  held,  that 
.with  such  notice  the.  defendant 
should  have  conducted  a 
epidemiological  -  investigation 
among  its  auptoyees  ana  after 
making  allowance  for  foe  years 
required  to  set  up  die  investiga- 
tion.  tfaeu  condfttt  it  and  evalauale 
Its  findings.-Jhe  -defendant  would 
on  the  balance  of  probabilities 
have  been  provided  with  dear 
evidence  that  there  was  -an. un- . 
acceptable  incidence  of  VWF  con- 


In  the  circumstances  there  were 
no  grounds  for  interfering  with  the 
judge’s  Gradings  on  the  pretinu- 
nary  issues.  Thus  in  the  case  of 
each  plaintiff  who  was  not  caught 
by  the  cut-off  dates  foe  questions 
remaining  open  were: 

.  .(i)  whether  he'  suffered  ereessivMt 
exposure  to  vibrating  tools: 

ffo  whether  foe  defendant  neg¬ 
ligently  foiled  to' take  effective 
precautions  to  prevent,  avoid  or 
reduce  such  excessive  exposure, 
and''. 

"-(iff)  whether  he  suffered  occupa¬ 
tional  white  finger  in  consequence 
of  foe  defendants  negligence. 

Lord  Justice  Nourse  arid  Lord 
.  Justice  Waller,  agreed: 

Sobdtors:  Nabarro  Nathanson; 
Thompsons.  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne.  Watson  Burton.  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne.  Hugh  James  Jones  & 
Jenkins,  Cardfff  and  Irwin  Mitch¬ 
ell.  Sheffield. . 


Time-limit  sanction  too 
severe  a  punishment 


Solicitors:  I  lei  Let  t '  Smith; 
Slaughter  &  May;  WHde  Sapte. 


Basis  of  co-accused’s  rape  guilty  plea  must  be  known 


Regina  v  Manznr 
Regina  v  Mahmood 

Before  Lord  Justice  Hobhouse, 
Mrs  Justice  Braoewdl  and  Mr 
Justice  Curtis 
[Reasons  November  28] 

.  Where  an  application  was  made  by 
the  Crown  under  section  74  of  the 
Police  and  Criminal  Evidence  Act 
1984  to  admit  a  co-accused's  plea  of 
guilty  to  rape  in  evidence  before 
the  jury  in  the  trial  of  . co-defen¬ 
dants.  it  was  essential  for  the  trial 
judge,  before  granting  that 
application,  to  know  the  basis 
upon  which  foe  plea  had  been 
made  to  enable  him  10  identify  the 
issue  to  which  the  plea  was  said  to 
be  relevant. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  Criminal 


Division,  so  held  when  giving 
reasons  for  allowing  appeals  on 
November  21  by  Nanah  Manzur 
and  Khalid  Mahmood  against 
their  convictions  in  January  1996 
at  Stafford  Crown  Court  (Judge 
Shand  and  a  jury)  of  rape.  The 
convictions  were  quashed  and  a 
retrial  ordered. 

Mr  Michael  Hutt  for  Manzur 
and  Mr  David  Brock  for 
Mahmoud,  both  assigned  by  foe 
Registrar  of  Criminal  Appeals; 
Miss  Rachel  Brand  For  the  Crown. 

MRS  JUSTICE  BRACEWELL 
giving  foe  reasons  of  the  court, 
said  that  it  was  alleged  by  foe 
prosecution  tint  the  complainant 
had  left  a  nightclub  and  had 
entered  a  car  containing  the  two 


appellants  and  (be  co-accused. 
Clive  Linton.  The  car  was  driven  10 
a  car  park  where  within  the  space 
of  an  hour  first  Manzur,  then 
Linton  and  finally  Mahmoud  had 
sexual  intercourse  with  the  girl 

She  was  described  in  evidence  as 
arriving  home  drunk  and  dishev¬ 
elled  with  her  clothing  mm  She 
was  unable  to  recall  the  events  of 
the  evening  in  any  detail  and  did 
not  know  whether  or  not  she  had 
consented  to  sexual  intercourse. 

At  the  trial  the  issue  for  the  jury 
was  whether  the  girl  was  in¬ 
capable  of  giving  her  consent  by 
reason  of  drink  or  whether,  as  the 
appellants  alleged,  she  did  oonsent 
or.  alternatively,  they  believed  foe 
was  consenting. 


On  appeal  it  was  argued  that  tbe 
trial  judge  erred  in  admitting 
evidence  before  foe  jury  of  the  pka 
of  guilty  to  rape  by  Clive  Linton 
under  section  74  of  the 1984  Act.  He 
ruled  that  it  was  relevant  to  fee 
question  of  consent  fay  fee 
complainant. 

The  difficulty  wife  feat  ruling 
was  that  the  basis  upon  which 
Linton  had  pleaded  guilty  was  not 
before  the  court.  There  were  sev¬ 
eral  bases  upon  which  Limon 
could  have  pleaded  gtifiiy:  that  he 
knew  tbe  girl  was  not  consenting, 
or  that  he  was  reckless  as  to 
whether  she  consented. 

There  was  also  a  lack  of  cer¬ 
tainty  regarding  the  girl's  state  of 
mind  in  her  drunken  state- 
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In  their  Lordships’  judgment  it 
was  essential  to  know  the  basis  for 
Linton's  plea  of  guilty  before  foe 
trial  judge  could  identify  fee 
relevant  issue  for  foe  jury  in  the 
trial  of  the  appellants. 

In  the  context  of  the  Crown's 
position  feat  foe  complainant  was 
incapable  erf  consenting,  there  was 
a  real  danger  that  fee  jury  would 
have  asstaned  that  Linton's  plea 
meant  (hat  he  knew  frifi  well  foe 
could  not  have  consented,  and 
would  have  concluded  foal  there¬ 
fore-  tbe  appellants  must  have 
known  that  also. 

Such  an  approach  fay  the  jury 
would  have  precluded  thdr  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  state  of  mind  of  each 
appellant  which  was  highly  rele¬ 
vant  »  their  defence  feat  they 
believed  tbe  complainant  was ' 
consmring  to  sexual  intercourse. 

It  was  not  possible  do  identify 
any  issue  to  which  I  intone  plea 
was  relevant  at  foe  time  of  the 
ruling  uid  tlwacfore  the  Crown* 
application  should  have  been 
refused. 

In  the  event  tbe  admission  of  the 
evidence  was  highly  prqudidal  to 
the  appellants  and  wholly  out¬ 
weighed  any  probative  value,  if 
indeed  any  could  be  identified. 

Solicitors:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  South  Staffordshire. 


LetpakLtdand  Others  v 
Harris 

-Before  Lord  Justice  Waller  and  Sir 
.John  May 

(Judgment  November  8) 

.  While  the  court  was  becoming  less ’ 
sympathetic  m  respect  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  extension. of  time  far. 
service  of  documents,  to  deprive 
the  applicants  of  a  fair  trial  onfy  by 
reason  of  their  solid  tons’  failure  to 
recognise  the  importance  of  the 
rules  was  too  severe  a  punishment 

The  Court  of  Appeal  50  held 
when  allowing  an  application  by 
the  plaintiffs,  Letpak  Ltd,  Saleem 
Haboubi,  -  Hasbim  Habonbi, 
.Mumtaz.  Tokatfy  and  Zuhair 
Tokady,  for  leave  to  appeal  against 
the  refusal  by  Mr  Justice 
Neuberger-oh  October  30,  .1996... 
sitrmgas  an  additional  judge  infoe . 

.  Queen*.. Bench  Division.' of  thdr 
application-  for,  inter  alia,  an 
extension  of  time  for  exchanging 
witness  statements. 

Tbe  application  was  treated  as 
foe  substantive  hearing.  Tbe  effect 
of  foe  judge*  order  would  have 
been  to  dismiss  and/or  strike  out 
the  applicants'  negligence  claim 
against  the  respondent,  Gabriel 
Harris,  a  solicitor,  without  a  trial 
on  the  evidence. 

The  writ  in  foe  undofying  action 
had  been  issued  in  Febniary  1995 
and  the  defence  served  in. April. 
Directions  had  been  given  in  July 
for  the  exchange  of  witness  state¬ 
ments.  fee  time  limit  far  which  had 
then  been  extended  fry  agreement 
but  not  met.  Trial  had  been  set  far 
November  1996  following  a  re¬ 


quest  by  the  respondent  for  sec¬ 
urity  of  costs. 

.  The  applicants’  sofidtors  said  , 
that  they  would  take  instructions 
but  nothing  was  done  by  either 
.  party  outwardly-  to.  advance  the 
matter  until  the  applicants'  solic¬ 
itors  wrote  to  the  respondent  tbe 
'  following  year  requesting  a  date  to 
be  agreed  for  discovery.  The 
respondent  replied  that  fee  ap¬ 
plicants  were  well  out  of  time  for 
-  service  and  again  requested  sec¬ 
urity  for  costs. 

Mr  Peter  Ralls  for  fee  ap- 
pticants;  Mr  Jtfen  Norman  for  the 
respondent. 

...LORD  JUSTICE  WALLER 
considered  file  relevant  case  law 
which  had  been  before  the -judge, . 
Savin  yr  Southend  Au-. 

//forify  ([19951  l  .WLR  1 2Sfo: 
Costetiow  v  Somerset  -  County 
Council  Q19931  1  WLR  256)  and 
Beachley  Property  Ltd  v  Edgar 
(TheHmesJuly  18, 1996).  '  ■  •  : 

In  fee  last  case,  foe  submission  -■ 
that  unless  there  were  some  evi¬ 
dence  of  prejudice  on  the  pan  of 
the  defendant  the  court  had  no 
alternative  but  to  allow  the  calling 
of  evidence  in  relation  to  which  the 
court  order  as  to  service  had  not 
been  complied  with  was  strongly 
rejected. 

His  Lordship  said  feat  fee  court 
could  only  interfere  with  the: 
exercise  of  the  judge's  discretion  if 
it  concluded  that  he  was  plainly 
wrong.  His  Lonlshrp  considered  . 
feat  fee  judge  had  been  persuaded 
that  the  wind  of  change  which  was 
blowing  hard  in  me .  direction 


:  indicated  by£e«i*teyhad  in  effect 
'  already  changed  fee  practice  of  the 
court  bod  down  in  Costetiow.  ft 
was  important  to  recognise  that  in 
Beachley  fee  plaintiff  was  not 
denied  a  trial  by  excluding  fee 
statements  .  served .  late.  In  fee 
present  rase  if  the  order  remained 
.  the  applicants  would  not  be  able  to 
proceed. 

Further,  bis  Lordship  said  thaJtfj, 
any  .  prejudice  which  would  be**^ 
suffered  by  the  respondent  could 
largely  be  negatived  given  that 
they  bad  m  bear  some  of  the 
;  responsibifty  for  deciding  to  sit  on 
fosr  hands  rather  than  pursue  the 
applicants  to  get  an  wife  providing 
-security  -  arid  exchange  of 
statements. 

.  His  Lordship  was  doubtful  as  to 
fee  legitimacy  of  feat  tactic  in  the 
'modern  era  of  cooperation  once  a 
trial  date  had  been  fixed  and 
directions  given  landing  both 
parties.  .  .  . 

In  the  circumstances,  his  Lord- 
ship  was  persuaded  that  the  judge 
had  been  wrong;  to  deprive  the 
apitiicanis  of- a  trial  because  of 
their  solidtoTS’ foOure  to  recognise 
fee  importance  of  the  rales  relating 
to  the  exchange  of  witness  state¬ 
ments  was  too  stem  a  ptmishment. 

His  Lordship  made" clear  that 
the  wind  of  change  was  blowing 
last  and  practitioners  should  be 
aware  of  the  decision  in  Beachley 
and  what  a  dose  run  thing  it  had 
been  in  fee  present  case. 

Sir  John  May  agreed. 

Sofidtors:  Raudence  &  HarLf 
Croydon;  Barlow  Lyde  &  Gilbert. 


Scots  Law  Report  December  6 1996  House  of  Lords 


UgiilJbody  (or  Jacques)  v 
Jacques 

Before  Lord  Mastiff.  Lord  Jauncey 
of  TuIIichenie;  Lord  Lloyd  of 
Berwick,  Lard  Steyn  and  Lord 
Clyde 

(Speeches  November  2I| 

An  equal  division  of  financial 
provision  between  the  parties  in 
divorce  proceedings  would  be  fair 
pursuant  to  section  9(t)(a)  of  the 
Family  law  (Scotland)  Act  198S. 
but  where  there  were  special 
drcumstances  same  unequal  di¬ 
vision  might  be  Justified  within 
section  10H). 

There  was  nothing  in  section  10 
which  required  an  unequal  di¬ 
virion  whenever  special  rircum- 
srances  were  found  to  exist  and  it 
was.  feus,  not  enough  simply  to 
identify  some  special  circum¬ 
stances  in  order  to  depart  from  an 
equal  division.  An  unequal  <&• 
vision  had  to  be  justified  by  those 
Special  drcmnstances. 

However,  the  task  of  applying 
the  Ad  and  the  working  oof  of  the 
details  the  matter  must  essentially 

be  one  for  the  judge  at  the  first 
instance.  -  - 

The  House  of  Lords  so  stated  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  hus- 
band  defender.  Raymond  Janes 
Jacques,  from  an  interlocutor 
data!  February  23,  1995.  of  fee 
First  Divirion  of  the  Court  of 
Session  (foe  Lord  President  (Lord 
HopeL  Lord  Allanbridgc  and  Lord 

Ptenrase)  (1995  SLT963).  which  had 
allowed  an  appeal  of  the  wife 
pursuer.  Catherine  Anne 
Lightbody  (or  Jacques),  and  dis¬ 
missed  an  appeal  of  the  husband, 
recalled  the  interlocutor  of  Sheriff 
J.  R.  Smith  of  Dumfries  and 
Calkway  at  Stranraer,  dated 
December  24. 1993  and  made  an 
order  as  sought  by  the  wife  for  the 
sale  of  fee  matrimonial  home  at 
Mfflbank.  Main  Street,  GJenloce, 
Wigtownshire. 

The  sheriff  had  refused  to  grant 
decree  of  declarator  and  order  for 
sale  sought  by  the  wife.  He  *fa» 
refused  to  grant  decree  for  transfer 
sought  fay  fee  husband.  He  deter¬ 
mined  fear  an  equal  and  Cur 
sharing  of  the  matrimonial  home, 
could  be  achieved  by  making  no 
order  for  any  financial  provision. 

Section  9  of  the  Family  Law 
(Scotland)  Act  1985.  provides:  “(!} 
The  principles  which  fee  court 


shall  apply  in  deciding  what  order 
for  financial  provision,  if  any.  to 
mate  are  that  —  (a)  (he  net  vahie  of . 
the  matrimonial  property  should 
be  shared  fairly  and  between  fee 
parties  to  the  marriage. . 

Sedan  10  provides:  "(l)  In  apply¬ 
ing  the  principle  set  out  in  section 
9(1) (a)  of  this  Act,  die  net  value  of 
the  matrimonial  property  shall  be 
taken  to  be  shared  fairly  between 
fee  parties  to  the  marriage  when  it 
is  shared  equally  or  in  such  other 
proportions  as  are  justified  by 
special  circumstances." 

"(6)  In  subsection  (I) . . .  ‘special 
drcumstances',  without  prejudice 
to  the  generality  of  (he  words,  may 
indude  —  (a)  the  terms  of  any 
agreement  between  the  parties  on 
tiie  ownership  or  division  of  any  of 
the. matrimonial  property;  (fa)  the. 
source  of  the  funds  or  assets  used, 
to  acquire  any  of  foe  matrimonial 
property  where  feose  funds  or 
assets  were  not  derived  from  fee 
income  or  efforts  of  the  parties 
daring  the  rnarriage:  (fc)  any 
destruction,  dissipation  or  alien¬ 
ation  of  property  fay  either  parly, 
(tQ  the  nature  of  the  matrimonial 
proparty,  the  use  made  of  it 
(including  use  for  business  pur¬ 
poses  or  as  a  matrimonial  home) 
and  the  extern  to  which  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  ft  uj  be 
realised  or  divided  or  used  as 
security:  (e)  fee  actual  or  prospec¬ 
tive  liability  for  any  expenses  of 
valuation  or  transfer  of  property  in 
connection  wife  the  divorce.” 

Mr  Aral  new  Hajdudti.  QC  and 
Miss  Morag  Wise  for  the  husband; 
Miss  Anne  Smith.  QC  and  Mr  ■ 
John  Speir  far  fee  wife. 

LORD  CLYDE  said  that  the 
mayor  item  of  matrimonial  prop¬ 
erty  was  the  house  at  Millbank 
which  had  been  the  matrimonial 
home.  It  was  purchased  by  the 
parties  for  £30,000. 

The  source  of  the  funds  was  the 
safe  proceeds  of  a  house  which  the 
parlies  had  occupied  together  in 
Surbiton  before  fear,  marriage  on 
January  ID.  1987.  and  fix'  a  short 
while  thereafter. 

By  agreement  between  the  par¬ 
ties  fee  title  to  the  house  at 
Mfilbank  was  taken  in  thdr  joint 
names.  That  house,  required  cer¬ 
tain  repairs.  These  were  financed 
from  the  balance  of  fee  Surbiton 


funds  and  fry  a  loan  frcin  fee 
Clydesdale  Bank.  .  ' 

-On  September  10.  1990.  When 
the  wife  left  (he  husband,  the 
Millbank  house  was  valued  at 
£55,000.  There  was  E5JJ00  still 
outstanding- of  the  toan.  -  - 
Before  the  House;  the  husband 
danoed  fear  because  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  special  circumstances  the 
division  of  the  net  value  of  the 
matrimonial  home  should  not  be 
'  in  equal  shares. 

.  His.  counsel,  argued  that  as  a 
natter  af  construction  of  the  Art 
there  were  special  drcumstances; 
feus-ft  was  contrary  to. the  Act  to 
.  divide  the  net  value  equally. 

If  special  drcumstances  were 
found  to  exist  then  an  iinwyiai 
division  (HI  to  be  made  and  it  was 
for  the  court  then  to  decide  what 
unequal  proportions  were  jus¬ 
tified. 

That  argument  was  not  sound. 

Section.  10flV  gave  direction  on  foe 
meaning  of  fairness  for  fee 
application  of. fee  principle  set  out : 
in  section  9(l)(a).  ft  was  not 
disputed  feat  where  there  were  rio- 
special  drcumstances.  an  equal 
sharing  of  the  net  value  would 
secure  compliance  with  fee  prin- 

dpfc  of  fairness. 

Hie  words  “  special  ctrcain- 
stances"  did  not  have  any  technical 
mearung-  but  referred  to  any 
.drcumstances  which  were  special 
to  the  case.  Section  -10(6)  gave' 
illustrations  of  what  might  be' 
included.  But  that  subsection 
stated  expressly  that  the  ID  us  (ra¬ 
tions  were  given  without  pngudice 
to  the  generality  of  the  words. 

Moreover,  in  stating  that,  fee 
wmd  “may"  included  the  staled 
illustrations  it  was  indicating  feat . 
there  was  no  necessary  condusnn 
that  any  of  the  dustratiems  must 
require  some  unequal  sharing. 

■Hie  final  part  of  section  -10(11 ' 
required  the  court  to  consider  if 
there  were  any  drcumstances  spe¬ 
cial  to  fee  case  which  justified  a 
departure  from  the  genml  course 
of  an  equal  division.  If  the  matter 
was  approached  by  a  consid¬ 
eration  of  evidence  ft- could  be 
analysed  in  terms  of  a  presump-  - 
tion  for  equality  in  fee  absence  of 
any  special  drcumstances  justify¬ 
ing  otherwise. 

As  a  matter  of  construction  if 
was  sufficient  to  understand  that 


JLL 


in  the.  ordinary'. oourse' an  equal 
division  would  be.  fair  but  that 
where  there  were  special  circum¬ 
stances  some  unequal  division 
might  be  justified.  There  was 
nothing  in  section  K)  which  re¬ 
quired  an  unequal  division  when¬ 
ever  special  drcumstances  were 
found  to  exist.  -- 
It  was  not  enough  simply  to 
identify  sornesperial  circumstance 
in  order  to  depart  .from  an  equal 
division.  An  unequal division  must 
be  justified  by  (hose 
drcumstancei  -. 

It  was  not  disputed  thar  the  1985 
Act  innovated  ran  the  earlier  law  in 
the  field  of  financial  provisions  on 
divorce  fry'  imposing  some  re¬ 
straints  on  what  had  bran 
unfettered  discretion  in  the  court. 
-The  statement  of  principles  in 
section  9  by  which  under  section 
8{2)(a)  any  order  had  to  be  justified 

together  with  the  sections  which 

followed  upon  those  sections  cer¬ 
tainly  imposed  some  constraints 
on  fee.courtfrdiscretMn  bur  some 
areas  remained  in  die  application 
of  the  principles  for  fee  court  to 
exercise  its  own  judgment  on  foe 
facts  of  feepartkxilar  case  so  as  to 
.  achieve  a  fair  result.. 

But  in  fee  task  of  applying  fee 
Act  and  irc  the  working  out  of  the 
detail  fee  matter  must  essentially 
be  one-  for  the  jndge  -who  first 
heard  fee  cue:  see  Little  v  little 
(1990  SLT  TBSiTST).  . 

The  husband's  counsel  argued 
in  the  alternative  that  the  result 
which  had  been  reached  in  fee 
present  case  was  manifestly  in¬ 
equitable.  Looking  at  fee  droom- 
stances  as  they  had  been  presented 
before  the  House  there  were  no 
grounds  -sufficient  to  justify  any 
interference  wiih  the  view  taken  by 
fee  First  Division, 

On  fern  branch  of  the  case  foe 
matters  raised  were  points  of  detail 
and  nor  of  principle  and  it  could 
not  be  hdd  thar  any  error  had  been 
made  so  gross  as  to  warrant  any 
alteration  being  made. 

Lord  Jauncey  delivered  a 
concurring  speech  and  Lord 
Mustili,'  Lord  Lloyd  and  Lord 
steyn  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Lawford  &  .Co,  Rich¬ 
mond  for  Lawford  Kidd.  Edin¬ 
burgh;  Gold  Mann  &  -Co  for 
Steedman  Ramagei  WS. 
Edinburgh.  ^ 
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boxing 

Hamed 

faces 

sternest 

test 

By  Srikumar  Sen 

naseem  hamed.  the 

world  Boxing  Organis¬ 
ation  (WBO)  featherweight 
champion  from  Sheffield, 
has  the  most  important 

bouf  of  his  career  when  he 

meets  Tom  Johnson,  of  the 
United  States,  at  the 
u>ndcm  Arena  on  Febru¬ 
ary  8. 

.  Johnson  is  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Boxing  Federation 
champion  and  if  Hamed 
takes  his  crown  it  w£U  be 
the  first  step  on  the  road  to 
unifying  the  titles.  Hamed 
said  yesterday  that  he  did 
not  expect  Johnson  to  pose 
any  problems  for  him  and 
that  he  would  knock  him 
out  “It’s  a  fight  I've  been 
wanting  for  ages,"  Hamed 
said.  “Don’t  blink  in  round 
two". 

Johnson.  32,  is  an  ideal 
opponent  for  Hamed.  He 
has  been  finding  it  more 
and  more  difficult  to  stay 
on  his  feet  against  oppo¬ 
nents  and  he  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  enough  name  to 
enhance  Mamed’s  reput¬ 
ation;  but  the  veteran  of  47 
contests  said  that  he  is 
equally  confident. 

Johnson  has  lost  oily 
two  of  his  contests  and  has 
made  II  successful  de¬ 
fences  of  his  title,  five  times 
in  Europe.  He  reminded 
Hamed  that  he  had  beaten 
Manuel  Medina  despite 
breaking  both  his  hands 
during  the  contest  Hamed  . 
had  to  struggle  ;  for  II 
rounds  to  stop  Medina,  a 
Mexican. 

Duke  Durden,  John¬ 
son's  adviser,  said: 
“Hamed  will  fall  in  five 
rounds  because  he  has  no 
chin  and  it  only  needs  Tom 
to  catch  him  once." 

The  Hamed-Jbhnson 
bout  heads  a  $9  million 
(about  £5.45  million)  pro¬ 
motion  that  will  feature 
three  other  world  fide  con-- 
tests.  Steve  Collins,  tbs 
WBO  super-middleweight 
champion,  and  Robin  - 
Reid,  the _  World.  Boxing  _ 
Council  'champion  -•  at 
the  same  weight  will 
both  defend  iheix 
titles. 


RUGBY  UNION 


By  Mark  Souster 


AFTER  two  years  in  the 
wilderness,  Andy  Reed,  the: 
former  British  Isles  lock  for¬ 
ward,  has  been  recalled  to  the 
Scotland  squad  for  die  Royal 
Bank  international  against 
Italy  at  Murrayfield  a  week 
tomorrow.  ; 

From  the  tone  of  the  com¬ 
ments  at  a  press  conference 
yesterday  there  is  every  likeli¬ 
hood  that  Reed,  now’  ofWasps, 
will  win  his  eleventh  cap,  thus 
completing  a  successful  come¬ 
back  from  debilitating  injury 
that  at  one  stage  threatened 
his  career. 

The  fact  that  Reed,  still  only 
27,  . is  again  in  contention  can 
be  attributed  to  his  own  det¬ 
ermination,  a  move  from  Bath 
this  summer  and  Scotland's 
urgent  need  for  a  more  domi- 


BACK&  CCtaknm  (Metro*).  H  Eriksson- 
(London  ScoftMi).  S  Hastings  (Wat- 
eontans).  K  Logan  (String  County).  O 
PaOmon  (Honors  FPL  B  nadpoffi  (Mat- 
toss).  R  SheptWfd  (Makasa).  A  Sanger 
(Hawk*),  D  Start!  (Metese),  G  Townsend 
(Northampton,  captain) 

FORWARDS:  0  Cronin  (Wasps).  G  Bfc 
(Curia).  □  HHton  (BstH).  K  McKarato 
tearing  Courotf.  E  Paten  (Bdh).  A  Read 
(Wtape),  |  smith  (GtaucesoO.  B  Stewart 
(Etfinewnh  Academicals).  M  Stewart 
(Nontiaiwi).  M  Wsftaca  (GHK).  G  Weir 


riant  force  at  the  set-piece;  in 
particular  the  lineout  and  at 
■  restarts,  where  the  Scots  have 
been  particularly  profligate: 
He  won  the  last  of  his  ten  caps 
against  South  Africa  in  Nov-” 
ember  1994,  having  captained 
Scotland  on  the  tour  of  Argen¬ 
tina  that  summer. 

Reed  is  one  of  three  changes 
to  the  21-man  squad  originally 
picked  for  the  Australia  inter¬ 
national;  neither  Gary  Arm¬ 
strong  nor  Scott  Murray  were 
considered  because  of  injiiiy, 
while  Tom  Smith's  decision  to 
play  for  Watsonians  last  Sat¬ 
urday  when  dearly  unfit  and 
unwell  has  .  counted  against 
him,  a  fact  acknowledged. by 
Richie  Dixon,  the  Scotland 
coach. 


Derrick  Patterson,  of  H  cr¬ 
iers  FP,  comes  in  as  under¬ 
study  to  Bryan  Red  path  at 
scrum  half,  a  position  in 
which  Scotland  are  blessed 
with. considerable  riches;  not 
so  ax  prop,  where  Matt  Stew¬ 
art,  .now  under  lan  Mo 
Geechan’s  wing  at  North¬ 
ampton,  is  brought  into  the 
reckoning. 

Stewart  was  the  subject  of 
positive  reports  on  the  Scottish 
Exiles’  recent  tour  of  Portugal 
•and  Spain,  where  he  was 
watched  by  both  John  Jeffrey 
and  Arthur  .  Hastie,  the 
manager. 

Dixon  said:  “Stewan  has 
been  known  to.  us  for  a  long 
time.  We  have  not  had  a 
punishing  scrummage  .  for 
some  time, but  somehow  we 
have  been  able  to  perform 
miracles  with  what  we  have 
got.  Andy  Reed  has  a  proven 
track  record.  He  has  had 
injury  problems  but  we  fed  he 
is  worthy  of  his  place.” 

Scotland  will  award  foil 
caps  for  the  first  time  in  a 
match  against  Italy,  who  were 
sufficiently  piqued  by  their 
reluctance  riot  to  grant  inter¬ 
national  status  to  the  last 
meeting  between  the  two.  in 
Rieti  in  January,  that  they  won 
comfortably.  Dixon  also  be¬ 
lieves  that  Italy  wfll  improve 
considerably  from  their  lack- 
lusEre  performance  against 
England  a  fortnight  ago. 

"England,  as  they  have 
done  to  us,  took  them  on  up 
front  and  beat  them  that  way," 
he  said.  "We  don’t  have  that 
kind  of  team  or  that  kind  of 
mentality.  1  expect  this  to  be  a 
very  exciting  game.  I  felt 
England  answered  the  ques¬ 
tion  about  their  style  when 
they  played  the  New  Zealand 
Barbarians,  where  they  were 
much  more  dynamic  than 
against  Italy.  The  Italians 
though  were  minus  three  first- 
choice  lodes  and  two  of  them 
are  bade  . now,  so  they  should 
present  a  greater  challenge  in 
the  lineout". 


Pienaar's  driving  ambition  has  not  been  blunted  by  the  pain  of  rejection.  Photograph:  David  Rogers  /  ALLSPORT 

ciubs  name  England  option  for  Pienaar 

From  Inigo  Gilmore  Saracens,  the  Courage  league  player  can  switch  to  another 

•  in  Johannesburg  first  division  side,  stressed  national  team  if  three  years 

nominees  that  st^  desperately  want-  have  elapsed  since  the  last 


THE  prospect  of  a  lasting 
settlement  between  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  (RFU)  and  the 
leading  English  clubs  grew 
last  night  when  a  board  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  English  Professional 
Rugby  Union  Clubs  (Epruc) 
confirmed  its  six  nominees  to 
the  joint  company  that,  it  is 
proposed,  will  run  the  profes¬ 
sional  game  in  England 
(David  Hands  writes). 

Ian  McGeechan,  of  North¬ 
ampton,  who  will  coach  the 
British  Isles  team  next  year,  is 
joined  from  the  first  division 
clubs  by  Donald  Kerr,  of 
Harlequins.  Peter  Wheeler, 
of  Leicester,  and  Charles 
Levison,  of  Wasps;  the  second 
division  will  be  represented 
by  Syraon  Elliott,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  Robin  Foster,  of 
Wakefield,  with  the  RFU 
yet  to  make  its  two  appoint¬ 
ments; 


AS  THE  world  of  rugby 
union,  lurching  along  under 
the  giddy  influence  of  profes¬ 
sionalism.  continues  to  pro¬ 
duce  juxtapositions  that  defy 
beliefs  forged  on  the  anvil  of 
amateurism,  another  startling 
image  has  been  conjured:  an 
England  team  running  out  to 
contest  the  1999  World  Cup 
final  with  Francois  Pienaar 
leading  the  way. 

Pienaar,  as  intimately  asso¬ 
ciated  with  South  Africa  as 
Cape  vines  and-  car  hijack¬ 
ings.  lifted  the  trophy  last  year 
after  captaining  his  team  to  a 
victory  with  a  spiritual  cer¬ 
tainty  and  moral  fortitude  that 
did  much  to  bolster  the  ■‘Rain¬ 
bow  Nation"  concept  of  the 
country’s  President,  Nelson 
Mandela. 

In  an  interview  with  a 
Johannesburg  newspaper  yes¬ 
terday, -Pienaar,  who  this  week 
signed  a  contract  with 


Saracens,  the  Courage  league 
first  division  side,  stressed 
that  he  still  desperately  want¬ 
ed  to  play  for  South  Africa, 
despite  being  dropped  this 
autumn,  but  that  he  could  be 
forced  to  change  nationalities 
to  keep  his  career  alive. 

“1  just  want  to  play  interna¬ 
tional  rugby  and  if  England 
want  to  give  me  the  opportuni¬ 
ty,  then  I’ll  seriously  consider 
it."  he  said.  The  terseness  of 
his  dismissal,  which  came  as 
the  new  South  Africa  coach. 
Andrt  Markgraaff,  attempted 
to  stamp  his  authority  on  a 
side  failing  to  recapture  the 
zest  of  1995,  certainly  appeared 
to  offer  little  hope  of  a 
reconciliation. 

Pienaar  will  be  33,  a  ripe  old 
age  for  a  flanker,  by  the  time 
die  World  Cup  final  is  staged 
in  Cardiff,  but  the  South 
African  press  were  taking  his 
words  seriously  yesterday. 
The  newspaper  explained 
that,  under  International  Rug¬ 
by  Football  Board  rules,  a 


player  can  switch  to  another 
national  team  if  three  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  last 
appearance  for  his  country. 

Pienaar  last  played  for 
South  Africa  against  the  All 
Blacks  on  August  10  this  year 
and  would,  therefore,  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  England  before  the 
World  Cup.  Thankfully, 
Pienaar,  who  led  his  country 
29  times,  has  remained  level¬ 
headed.  “Flankers  usually 
reach  their  peak  between  27 
and  32  years  old  and  1  am 
currently  29,  so  I  still  have  a 
few  years  left." 

Pienaar's  first  game  for 
Saracens  will  be  on  December 
28,  against  either  Orreli  or. 
Sale.  Will  Jack  Rowell,  the 
England  manager,  be  there? 

□  Jason  Little,  troubled  by 
the  knee  he  injured  in  the 
opening  match  of  the  Austra¬ 
lia  tour  of  Britain,  has  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  XV  that  mil 
close  its  itinerary  against  the 
Barbarians  at  Twickenham 
tomorrow. 
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ROWING 

Bowden 
gives 
boost  to 
Britain 

By  Mike  Rosewell 

SEAN  BOWDEN  is  to 
become  Great  Britain’s 
lightweight  men’s  coach 
from  January,  returning  to 
a  position  in  which  he  and 
Britain  enjoyed  great  suc¬ 
cess  between  1992  and 
1994. 

Bowden,  who  was  also 
head  coach  for  Notting¬ 
ham  Couniy  from  1989  to 
1994,  guided  the  British 
lightweight  eight  to  world 
championship  silver  and 
gold  medals  before  taking 
responsibility  for  the 
heavyweight  eight  in  the 
run-up  to  the  Olympic 
Games.  He  was  also 
involved  in  Cambridge 
University’s  Boat  Race  re¬ 
surgence  in  the  early 
Nineties. 

In  a  further  boost  for  the 
sport,  ir  was  also  an¬ 
nounced  yesierday  that  the 
National'  Lottery  Sports 
Fund,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Sports  Council,  has 
made  an  £8.9  million 
award  towards  the  cost  of 
an  international-standard 
2,000-metre  rowing  course 
at  the  Royal  Albert  Dock. 

The  £8.9  million  lottery 
gram  for  the  Docklands 
rowing  course  represents 
54  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  a 
three-phase  scheme  that 
will  *  produce  only  the 
third  venue  in  the 
United  Kingdom  to 
achieve  international- 
course  standards. 

The  London  Docklands 
Development  Corporation 
will  meet  the  remaining 
costs  for  the  venture,  which 
will  be  used  by  rowers, 
canoeists .  dragon  boats 
and  local  schools  and 
children. 

Domestic  regattas  have 
been  held  on  rhe  dock  for 
ten  years,  but  only  over 
1,750  metres  and  with  lim¬ 
ited  facilities. 

The  award,  which  is  the 
largest  in  London  to  dale, 
will  also  provide  changing 
facilities,  an  administra¬ 
tion  centre,  boat  storage 
for  90  eights,  work¬ 
shops,  accommodation  for 
competitors  and  a  gym¬ 
nasium. 


AX  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETITION 
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®TAGHeuer 
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TENNIS:  BECKER  AWAITS  IN  SEMI-FINAL  AFTER  WASHINGTON'S  CHALLENGE  IS  DISMISSED: 


Burnett  is 
shut  out 
by  resilient 
McGuire 

ROBERT  MARSHALL  and 
Jim  McGuire  survived  tough 
semi-finals  in  the  CIS  Insur¬ 
ance  Scottish  national  indoor 
singles  bowls  championship 
at  COatbridge  yesterday. 

McGuire  lost  the  opening 
set  against  Darren  Burnett, 
but  allowed  him  to  score  on 
only  three  ends  thereafter  as 
he  claimed  a  6-7,  7-4,  7-3 
victory.  Marshall  seemed  to 
be  on  course  for  an  easy 
triumph  over  Sandy  Syme 
when  he  won  the  first  set  7-4, 
but  Syme  look,  the  second  7-2 
before  Marshall  regained  his 
form  and  won  the  third  7-0. 

Tactical  victory 

Rackets:  Rupert  Owen- 

Brown  e,  the  No  6  seed,  sur¬ 
vived  a  shaky  start  to  defeat 
Richard  Montgomerie,  the 
Northamptonshire  cricketer, 
in  the  second  round  of  the 
British  amateur  champion¬ 
ship  at  Queen’s  Club.  Mont¬ 
gomerie  won  the  first  game, 
but  Owen-Browned  play  then 
became  more  tactical  and  he 
moved  his  opponent  around 
well  before  dispatching  a 
string  of  fine  winners. 

Bjorn  winner 

Goth  Thomas  Bjorn,  25,  who 
became  the  first  Danish  play¬ 
er  to  win  on  the  European 
Tour  when  he  captured  the 
Loch  Lomond  World  Invita¬ 
tional  in  September,  has 
won  the  Sir  Henry  Cotton 
rookie-of-die-year  award. 

Staying  up 

Tennis:  Great  Britain  avoided 
relegation  from  the  champi¬ 
ons  division  by  beating  Slova¬ 
kia  2-0  in  the  European  men's 
team  championship  at  Reggio 
Calabria.  Italy,  yesterday. 
Andrew  Richardson  beat 
Tomas  Catar  6-4,  6-1,  then 
Danny  Sapsford  defeated 
Martin  Hromec  6-3, 7-6. 


Henman’s 
power 
reaps  rich 
reward 

From  Alix  Ramsay  in  Munich 


THIS  has  been  a  year  to 
remember  for  Tim  Henman — 
12  months  of  headlines,  im¬ 
pressive  results  and  hefty  pay¬ 
days.  Yesterday,  though,  he 
outdid  every  expectation  by 
marching  into  the  semi-finals 
of  the  Compaq  Grand  Slam 
Cup  with  a  7-6, 6-3  demolition 
of  MaliVai  Washington.  The 
win  means  that  in  a  uttle  more 
than  2'h  hours  of  work  in  the 
Ofympiahalle,  Henman  has 
doubled  his  earnings  for  the 
year  as  he  is  assured  of  at 
least  EZ75XIOO  even  if  he  loses 
to  Boris  Becker  on  Saturday. 

With  the  court  surrounded 
by  Christinas  trees  and  fairy 
fights.  Henman  is  not  yet 
willing  to  admit  that  his  week 
could  have  a  touch  of  magic 
about  it,  but  he  is  certainly 
enjoying  the  experience.  Not 
normally  an  effusive  chap,  he 
seemed  genuinely  happy  with 
the  ease  of  his  win.  especially 
as  he  had  only  come  here  with 
the  idea  of  having  a  little  fun. 
“Whether  it  is  a  fairytale  or  not 
— I  don't  know,”  he  said. 

Washington,  the  runner-up 
to  Richard  Krajicek  in  the 
Wimbledon  final  and  the 
Dutchman's  conqueror  here, 
has  spent  most  of  his  career 
lurking  around  the  20-30 
mark,  m  the  world  rankings, 
the  same  level  Henman  has 
worked  so  hard  to  reach  this 
year- He  has  taken  on  the  best 
occasionally  beaten  them,  but 
never  really  posed  a  challenge 
to  the  few  who  win  the 
important  titles.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  known  his  way  around  a 
tennis  court,  but  yesterday  he 
could  find  no  answer  to  the 


British  Nol  as  Henman  hit  a 
purple  patch  towards  the  end 
of  the  first  set. 

Suddenly,  his  first  service, 
which  had  looked  somewhat 
fragile  on  Tuesday  against 
Michael  Stich.  was  thunder¬ 
ing  past  Washington's  flailing 
racket  Henman  hit  a  total  of 
20  aces,  some  rtf  which  broke 
the  130mph  barrier  and  were 
'  foster  than  Becker's  betas  the 
German  swept  past  Jakob 
Hlasek  6-4, 6-1. 

After  such  a  tong,  if  produc¬ 
tive,  year,  Henman'S  form, 
which  he  described  as  the  best 
of  his  career,  was  a  welcome 
surprise.  “I  think  the  way  1 
served  today  —  that’s  not 
someone -who  is  tired  or  has 
played  too  much  tennis  this 
year,"  he  said.  "Now,  If  I  can 
go  away  and  become  physical¬ 
ly  stronger,  may  be  I  can  serve 
with  even  more  consistency.’' 

As  quarter-finals  go.  the 
match  started  as  a  low-key 
affair.  The  crowd  had  paid  to 
watch  Becker  and  once  he  was 
safely  home  and  dry  the 
spectators  left  in  droves.  Grad¬ 
ually  filtering  back  from  the 
bars  and  the  eateries,  it  began 
to  dawn  on  them  that  their 
man  might  not  have  an  easy 
ride  on  Saturday  if  Henman 
can  maintain  his  current 
form. 

It  took  Henman  a  while  to 
settle  to  his  task  as  the  first  set 
headed  for  die  tie-bredk,  but 
once  it  came  he  managed  to 
increase  the  pace.  Looking 
sharper  and  leaner,  he  was 
pushing  Washington  into 
more  and  more  errors.  With 
the  first  set  in  the  bag. 
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Becker  drives  a  formidable  backhand  drive  past  Hlasek.  Photograph:  Frank  Augstein 


Henman  was  in  complete 
control 

Washington's  shots  became 
wilder  as  he  was  put  on  the 
back  foot  Henman's  returns 
were  blistering,  and  when  he 
needed  to  get  involved  in  a. 
rally,  his  forehand  found  the 
lines  with  impressive  reg¬ 
ularity. 

Only  when  he  served  for  the 
match  at  5-1  in  the  second  set 
did  he  make  a  couple  of  rare 
mistakes  to  give  Washington 
his  first  break  points  of  the 


day.  “At  3CHove  I  thought  let’s 
try  and  make  fife  easy,  but  I 
missed  an  easy  volley  and  he 
went  on  to  break  me." 
Henman  said.  "But  you  try 
not  to  press  too  many  panic 
buttons  and  I  knew  I  had  been 
serving  so  well  up  until  then.  I 
was  still  feeling  pretty 
confident” 

Still  a  service  break  up. 
Henman  did  not  waste  tus 
second  chance  and  made  his 
way  through  into  the  semi¬ 
finals  on  his  third  match 


point  “It  has  to  be  up  there 
with  one  of  my  best  matches 
indoors  or  outdoors," -he  said 
“We  were  playing  for  a  lot  of 
money  today  and  I'm  not 
complaining  about .  that  — 
thaTs  for  sure!  .  . 

“But  to  go  through  and  play 
Boris  Becker  over  five  sets  in 
his  home  town,  you  don’t,  get 
much  better  than  that  Well, 
perhaps  if  it;  -were  on  the 
Centre  Court  at  Wimbledon — 
but  that's  probably  his  home 
too." 


By  Nicholas  Hauling 


KEVIN  A  '  GAI3LES  biggest 
wfcriy '  ;now  that  London 
Towers  have  reached  the  later 

not  an  inevtbibfej^iire  oiler, 
up,  butftelstid^stb-likdy-lD  - 
betmtifenorturoRussia. 

Ca<tie,;theteamcoach.loves- 
chickeri  and  ncp»  a  Cajun 
speciality  that  has  been  made 
available  to  the  Budweiser 
League  champions  on  most, 
occasions  on  mar  East  Euro¬ 
pean  travels.  But  the  man 
from  Bufelp  .knovvs  that  his 
team's  favourite  fooefcis  rarefy 
available  in  Russia,  die  home 
of  Baratov,  their  iitely  oppo- 
nents  early  next  year. . 

Chicken  Kiev.yes,  butwbo- 
ever  heard  of  Chicken  Sarar- 
tov?  Steak,  or?  rather  horse 
meat  is  the  most  likely  alter¬ 
native  Cadfe  is-expecting  to  be 
served  on  the  evidence  of  past 


“The  oply  think  I  can't  stand . 
about  Russia  is  their  food,"  he 
admitted,  after  London  i 
Tcrwers  had  reached  the  last  32 
by  beating  Budocnost  Podgo¬ 
rica,  hf  Yugoslavia,  by  71-58  at 
Wembltyon  Wednesday. - 

Yet  there  is  a  way  out  If 
Tcrwers  win  tiwdr final  game  in 
group  H,  against  Marco- 
Kormend,  in  Hungary  next' 
Tuesday,  .'they  wiQ  avoid 
fourth;  place  and  with  it  die 
dreaded  trip  to  Saratov.  TDK. 
Maiifaser,  a  Spanish  -t sun 
from,  near  Barcelona,  would 
then  provide  their  iopporitibn. 

Thoughts  of  Russia  and  the 
prospect  of  the  Samsburys 
Cola  national  cup  senti-final 
last  night  against  Leopards 
combined  to  make  the  Wem¬ 
bley  celebration  a  muted  af¬ 
fair.  Towers  play  the  second . 
leg  against  Leopards  an  Sun- 
day  and  face  a  confrontation 
with  the  Budweiser  League 
leaders,  Sheffield  Sharks*,  at 
Wembley  on  the  following. 
Sunday,  after  -  thor  -  return 
from  Hungary.  - 


A  daunting  programme, 
which  leaves  Came  unfezed. 
.  “We  played  five  games  in  six 

.’daysm  Italy  before  the  season 
started,  so  that  should  be  no 
problem."  he  said.-  • 

.  The  Leopards  could,  of 
ccairse,.  have  eased  tbe  fixture 
‘  congestion  by  •  being  more 
flexible  over  dates,  but  such  is 
the-  rivalry  between  the  capi¬ 
tals  top:  two  dubs  that  they 
appeared  to  go  out  of  their  way 
hottodo.sa.  _ 

Tbe  .London..  Arena,  the 
^Leopards. insisted,:  was  un¬ 
available  on  all  three  alterna¬ 
tive  dates  suggested  by  the 
Towers,  who  were  evert  pre¬ 
pared  to  forfeit  home  advan- 
,  -tage'  in  the.  second  leg.  Yet 
farther. ^investigations  ••  re¬ 
vealed  that.- die  venue  was 
available  on.  all  three  dates- 

Towers  have  thus  been  sup^ 
plied  with  tbe  extra  motivation 
required  for  the-  continued 
defence  of  thefr  tksbestic  cup, 
however  tired  they  might  be. 

: ..  Danny  Lewis  was  their  top 
scorer,  with  27  points,  against 
Budocnost  '  Podgorica,  but 
-Alan  Comringham's  part  in 
the  victory  was  particularly 
meritorious. 

He  saved  four  points  and 
grabbbed  sevoal  vital  re¬ 
bounds,  having  earlier  in  the 
day  attended  the  funeral  of  his 
best  friend,  who  had  been  best 
.man  at  Us  wedding.  “You 
can't  ask.  for  greater  commit¬ 
ment  than  that,"  Cadle  said. 

After .  the  Ml  of  fore,  die 
mamxanoerii  for  Cadle  is  his 
team’s  '  tree-throw  shooting. 
They  missed  11  out  of  20  shots 
from  Iheline  in  the  second  half 
-  on  Wednesday,  including  four 
in  a  row  from  Joe  Hooks. 

Hooks,  thankfaUy,  made 
amends  with  an  irresistible 
dunk  that  derisively  interrupt¬ 
ed  a  Worrying  rally  fry  me , 
Yugoslavs,  vdio  bad  trimmed 
arrears  of  23  pojmts  to wst  five 
with  six  minutes  remaining. 


HOCKEY 


Women  preparing 
for  crucial  vote 


By  a  Correspondent 


THE  All  England  Womens 
Hockey  Association 
(AEWHA)  could  vote  tomor¬ 
row  to  dissolve  the  easting 
association  and  join  with  the 
men  in  forming  the  new 
English  Hockey  Association 

After  the  men's  derision  on 
Wednesday  to  dissolve  their 
association,  and  with  plans 
already  well  advanced  for  the 
new  EHA  to  be  formed  on 
June  L 1997,  a  negative  vote  by 
the  women  meeting  in  Milton 
Keynes  could  pose  problems 
for  tbe  future  of  the  game. 

Mot  Pickers  gill,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  AEWHA,  said  that 
she  was  confident  the  majority 
of  members  were  in  favour  of 
a  new  association  but  added 
that  she  had  reservations 
about  achieving  the  90  per 
cent  majority  required  by  the 
constitution  to  dissolve  the 
association.  “Ninety  per  cent 
is  a  huge  majority  and  if  we 
don't  get  it  everything  will  be 


delayed.”  she  said.  “Voting 
against  it  wfl]  be  a  major 
setback,  although  not  an  in¬ 
surmountable  one. 

“I  know  that  forming  a  new 
association  will  have  its  prob¬ 
lems  but  it  really  is  the  only 
way  forward,  particularly 
with  the  funding  we  will  get  as 
a  joint  association  from  the 
Sports  Council  and  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery.  The  prospects 
are  very  crating." 

On  the  international  front, 
the  International  Hockey  Fed¬ 
eration  (FIH)  is  hoping  to 
initiate  an  annual  global  com¬ 
petition  called  the  World 
Hockey  Series.  The  first  men’s 
season  is  planned  for  1997-98 
with  the  women  joining  in 
199EF99.  Els  van  Breda 
Vriesman,  the  secretary-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  FIH,  said:  “We  hope 
to  achieve  a  more  global 
distribution  of  international 
competition  and  generate  sub¬ 
stantial  television,  spectator 
and  sponsor  interest." 


BADMINTON 


□B4PASAR  Indaneasi:  World  Brand  ftfc 
Rnric  Man's  ainotat:  Gnus  8:  D  Jim 
(OtJMO  Bn  Hade  (Mas)  16-a.  17-14;  T 
Swr-Lautidsen  {Don) bl  I  Wyava  (ta)  15-9. 
15-11.  Woman’s  singles  Group  A:  G 
Zhfche o  (CM  tat  C  Gsnckup  (Sue)  11-4. 
11-S;  Group  D:  H  Jngna  (Ch)  blZYaqiono 
(Ch)  11-%  8-11,  11-2.  Marfa  douUon: 
Group  A:  R  SUnaaond  R  Msnwky  ftxfl  bt 
P  Awteaon  and  PG  Jansaon  (Swe)  16-A 
15-11.  Mbced  doubtes:  Group  B:  M 

Sued  and  R  Olsen  (Den)  bt  N  Panting 
J  Goode  (G8)  154. 15-3.  Group  A:  T 
Stmngmd  and  A  Joroernen  (De»j  M  1 
Tohanjnd  E  Ennawati  And)  18-15, 15-7;  T 
Herycnto  and  M  Timur  Aid)  M  C  Hunt  (SB) 
wdH  Kktwgmd  (pen)  15-7, 188. 


NATIONAL  BASKETBALL  ASSOCIATION: 
DataSl  100  Marita  90;  Miami  101  Dafiaa  78; 
Nmr  York  109  New  Jassy  HE;  Cleveland 
84  Orlando  57;  .Utah  101  LA  Latests  75; 
Houston  94  Boston  B9:  San  Antonio  113 
PMadaipNa  103;  Phoenix  11B  GohMn  State 
87;  Indent  127  Vwicauver  80. ' 


Group  Hr  London  Towers  71  Podgorica 
(Yug)5B 


BOWLS 


COATBRIDGE;  CB  ScoOMi  MuMC 
FWfc  G  Robertson  (Set*)  bt  D  Gcuday  Jr 
(ScoQ  7-5.  7-4.  743. 


BELL  S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Second 
cfivMon:  Hamilton  Academes)  5  Brechin 

uSbOND  LEAGUE:  cBvnion:  Parley. 

Cette  3  Eastwood  Town  1  Cup:  TIM 
round:  Accrington  Stanley  4  FTbaon  1 
PONTtNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dhMoR  Bimingfiam  2  Manchester  Untied 
4.  SheOeid  Wednesday  2  Tranmere  0.  Brat 
cflvfafon:  Sheffield  United  1  Hudderaflold  4 
Second  dMeim  Barnsley  3  Brndtand  & 
CbMb  1  Shraunbuy  k  Stockport  1 
Manchester  Giy  3. 

COMBINATION: 


7Z  73. 73:  C  Schria#  (ft)  70,  74, 74:  M-T' 
Pt8jote*(Ff)flB,  73, 7B;Storon(NZ>  73,71. . 
74.  an  M  Buitfrom.Bwajra.  7Z  74:  S 
Btfund  (Swe)  74. 89,  76  220:  S  SaB  .73; 
72,  53;  l  Mean!  72.  7K  73;  S  Leenbart  7H. 
73.71: 221;  N  Lowfen  Wus)  75  72. 74;  M 
Landehas  74,  75.  72:  M  Adamson . 


ICE  HOCKEY 


Mtfayals  bt  Kazakhstan  3-0;  India  bt 
PttiippinQS  34. 

—  .lENIBS' 

MUNICH:  Grand  8tam  Cup:  Ouartar- 
ftute:  0  Bodcsr  (Gar)  bi  J  tfasok  (Sw*z) 
J84.6-1.. 


ill.-  na-Tmrr" 

w  \  i  i  » U  J,-.; , ,  rii ;  r  bhS 


OtSTANCc  TO  WBJJNGTXM:  1,  Sam  The  Chddnn  *A73  nfcs:  2.  Gfabd  Tateww* 
1  '4597;  A  Moftrota  4m1;  5  Concoct  4.6Z7;  5  To3h*js  WawWortor  4.8K8; 

7.  room  4,687;  8  Ooeai  Rover  4,711;  9.  Nude»  Becttlc  4.713: 15  Commercial  Unkn 
4.718,  II,  pause  To  Remember  4,722  12.  Heolh  Insured  V  4,744;  13,  Courtaolds 
Inawianorwi  4.753. 14,  Tkne  8  Trie  4,754. 


I  I 


1.505;  IB.  A 


.7882;  3  J 


KUH 


OF  WALES:  UranwdMd  Y 
atrerVokj  (7.45), ...... 

HAW  LAGST  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  dMalorc-  St“  Patrick's  Ate  tf 
Bohwnfane  (7-45).  .  . 

4JMJET  SUSSEX  <toUKTY  LEAGUE:  PM 
'dMeforn  Burgos*  Hi  v  Throe  Bridges 
(730).  -- 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  rouncfc  Botan  V 
Sheffield  UB  (T30. 


countdown  to  Christmas 


BUY  6  FOR  £5 


»V  '.AW  WE  An: 


the  times  Friday  December  6  m& 


5^9!??ftCELEBRATED JOCKEY  WARMS  UP  fN  STYLE  FOR  HONG  KONG’S  INTERNATIONAL  FIXTURE 


viden 


SPORT  43 


IN  HONG  KONG 

The  first  rays  of  sunshine 
squinted  over  Ma  On 
Shan  mountain  onto 
5Jia  Fin  racecourse  as  the 
blazered  security  offidai  out¬ 
side  the  stable  block  asked  his 
question.  It  deserves  a  place  in 

racing  folklore. 

“Are  you  jockey?”  he  en¬ 
quired,  m  dipped  tones,  of  the 
bronzed  figure,  complete  with 
riding  hat,  boots  and  whip.  ■ 
Frankie  Dettori  was  kind. 
He  smiled  the  smile  which 
lightens  anyone's  heart  before 
replying  in  the  affirmative. 

A  dozen  hours  later,  with  the 
sun  having  given  way  to  the 
stars,  40,000  racegoers  packed 
into  Happy  Valleys  floodlit 


Nap:  SQUIRE  SILK 
<1-50  Exeter) 

Next  best  Balfyea  Boy 
(2^0  Exeter) 


racetrack,  Hong  Kong’s  other 
famous  course,  and  showed 
they  could  recognise  the  big¬ 
gest  star  of  all.  As  betting 
began  on  the  opener,  they  had 
eyes  for  only  one  horse:  Rabbit 
Bo  Bo.  The  jockey.  L  Dettori. 

“And  here  comes  Frankie 
boy,"  the  commentator  roared 
as  Rabbit  Bo  Bo  struck  the 
front  200  yards  from  the  line 
and  went  on  to  justify 
favouritism.  Another  winner, 
but  for  a  first-time  visitor  to 
Hong  Kong  the  scene  was  as 
unrecognisable  as  the  face  of 
Dettori  had  bent  to  the  sec¬ 
urity  guard  earlier  in  the  day. 

Imagine,  for  a  moment,  a 
racecourse  sharper  in  circum¬ 
ference  than  Chester,  built  in 
the  middle  of  St  James’s  Park, 
and  you  begin  to  get  some  idea 
about  the  punchbowl  track  in 
the  heart  of  this  vibrant  colo¬ 
ny.  Dozens  of  skyscrapers, 
whose  twinkling  lights  at 
night  make  them  resemble  a 
'  forest  of  giant  Christmas  trees, 
look  down  on  proceedings 
alongside  the  ten-tiered  grand¬ 
stand.  Then  there  is  the  bet¬ 
ting. 

With  all  due  respect  to 
Rabbit  Bo  Bo,  the  horses 
running  in  the  class  six  Tai 
Hang  Tung  Handicap  would 
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The  unsaddling  enclosure  is  a  hive  of  activity  as  40,000  racegoers  pack  into  the  ten-tier  grandstand  at  Happy  Valley's  floodlit  racecourse 


not  have  been  out  of  place  in  a 
bad  seller  at  Wolverhampton, 
even  ifthe  prize-money  did  top 
£30,000.  But  that  did  not  stop 
punters  ’wagering  .  around 
HK$130  million  (just  over  £10 
million)  on  die.  outcome.  It 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  smaller 
betting  heats  of  the  night  _ 
Inevitably,  the  seventh  and 
last  race  on  the  card  attracted 
the  most  interest  as  winning 
punters  played  up  their  gains 
and  losers  tried  to  get  out  of 
trouble.  Thesix4urk>ng  handi¬ 
cap,  worth  £90,000.  attracted 
more  than  £16  millian  in  bets, 
taking  the  grand  total  for  the 
night—  including  exotics  such 


as  the  daily  double  and  triple 
—  to  a  mind-boggling  £92 
million,  plus  enough  loose 
change  to  fund  a  couple  of  ■ 
-British  classics.  • 

The  figures  covering  a  sea¬ 
son’s  betting  in  the  colony 
reach  levels  only  Camelot  can 
understand  and'  attempts  to .. 
.  convert  them  into  sterling  defy 
a  normal  calculator. .  -which  J 
cannot  cope  with  so  many 
noughts.  ' 

In  the  1995-6  season,  betting 
-turnover  in  a  colony  with  six 
million  people  reached  £6350 
million  mom  just  71  meetings 
:and  548  races.  That  compares 
to  turnover  in  Britain  of 


around  £4,000  million  from 
more  than  1,000  race  meet¬ 
ings.. 

However,  the  most  telling 
figure  appears  in  the  final  line 
of  the  Hong  Kong  Jockey  Club 
accounts.  After  paying  out 
winning  dividends  (8131  per 
cent  of  turnover)  and  betting 
duty  (12_8  per  cent),  “commis¬ 
sion”  of  5J»  per  cent  —  worth 
£374  million— is  left  over.  The 
British  ’  Horseraring  Board 
and  Levy  Board  can  only 
dream  of  getting  their  hands 
on  such  riches. 

Ironically,  the  three  Interna¬ 
tional  races  to  be  staged  at  Sha 
Tin  on  Sunday,  which  have 


attracted  a  galaxy  of  top 
trainers  and  jockeys  from 
around  the  globe,  will  not  be 
betting  bonanzas.  Contrary  to 
the  perception  that  people  here 
wtiH  bet  on  the  proverbial  two 
flies  climbing  up  a  wall,  they 
are  choosy  and  back  only 
horses  they  know.  The  likes  of 
the  American-trained  Da 
Hoss,  and  British  challengers 
such  as  Ikramal,  Sacrament 
and  First  Island  tend  to  mud¬ 
dy  the  waters. 

What  is  uncertain  is  how 
racing  and  betting  will  be 
affected  by  the  handover  of 
Hong  Kong  to  China,  now  just 
over  200  days  away.  The 


(£2.486: 2m  II)  (14)  • 

501  -841  WAYFARERS  WAY  15  (6)  H  Kendereon  5-11-10  C  lAgoa  (5)  02 
582  0424  HGnyOUHM3tMB>ridau^4-il-8  _AmA(7)  01 

SB  005  SEENAT4JJ01M  5-11-7.  _  - -  LOohw»(7)  92 

SIM  -2FP  CtXMTRr  i«SnB.1SSItadi5-UM3__  JJNras®  84 

505  1152  RAWrSTWOST  16{CD.F)6JaM 5-10-11  HtosPJDMS<5)  ffl 

506  -3f0  .  FOLLOW CALL13DMd>o818fl - GLN«(7)  84 

507  4552  SXRAM 6 3-185 - -  CBonperp)  92 

508  850  TKDWMKSSISttsAtteWM.....:  0UdM(7)  80 

509  58P  H0KYB8)  WOOD:  1&>  Brown  81 8£ - A  Brown  (7)  80 

510  3-F0  ROYAL  QJfT  180  K  hbjrax  7-106 .  _  _  PMcAKstarff  93 

511  4PP-  ANALOGUE 225  Rfritof4-182 - -  Un  C  Tboms  0  85 

512  MG  RSH WlflCAKlSTIi (9wr 8182 - NHOBwrtf  84 

513  MO  CARErSCOnMEZrifcsPTnwBdcYMM 

ISsCTonrafeyP)  94 

514  08B  AURA  LEAIlfit  SI  Gookk 5-106 - J&3Stt*(7)  - 

84  totem  to  7-2  Scott.  5-1  fern's  Rossi  6-5  UgUf  Omwg.  7-1 
3m.  8-1  CmayUrsM.  IB-1  otas.  • 


3.10  KMGSCAPIE  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

{£2^66: 3m  If  110yd)  (16) 

GDI  04  ftCSSAND 13  GBaldhQ  7-11-10 — - BCHoro  94 

602  /3Z  COVEROALEUUeZSlS) MB SSMBi 9-11-9  WPMcray  - 

603  GM  MAJORS  LEGACY  13  TFoarr  7-11-8 - A  Thortna  93 

E04  232-  BATHMKKBOGBIE  214  OVMIsib  8116.: _ SMdUg 

SB  15-1  EXPRESS  TRAVH.  41  ff.G)  BtoSs  811-5,  .  D  Monk  92 

G06  «5  WXDEWWfflBt  B  Mfarttari  6-11-4 - P  Holey.  93 

607  P4-3  HAMXMiR4&£)RJjc  1811-2™ - G  Honan  P)  88 

60S  006  CMFt ROAD  15 C  Bcoafcs  7-11-2 . . Stalky  - 

60S  206  CS9DWEN  27  T  Grated  6-11-1 - - N  Mm  84 

610  3P-P  OVER  THE  Y1R30M  7 1  Nacdara  81813 - L  Haney  as 

6T1  OP-4  GOLDS) DRUM 28 (S)T Gmge 81811. M A Ftegmto  - 

612  ISM  BOSSYMOSS  20(F)  A  State  7-1811 - GayLyow  - 

613  P-04  COOL  CHARACTER  19  <G)  8  BbcMw  81810  BPwttB4 

614  OP  MABXET  GOSSIP  27  IBT.GJOAta  810-4  ..P  HBky  R)  - 

615  BA)  ABS01XTUM  35  (F.G)J  Putt  9-10-3 - TJ  Matty  - 

616  0P8  RAGGED  KBKDOM  233  C  Egarton  7-10-1  —  J  A  McCarthy  - 

3-1  Erxess  Irate,  81  Cno)  Ossete.  81  Hrogva.  7-1  Batirtcfc  Bcttte,  81 
Rnhsand.  BossunK.  181  Coney  Road.  12-1  o8m 


3.40  SHEPHHffiS  MEADOW  STANDARD 
am  NATIONAL  HUNT  HAT  RACE 

(£1.496: 2m  10  (16) 

1  18  JUST  ONE  QUESTION  286  (6)  J  J  OWN)  811-11  _ 

NmazBQd  — 

?  ,  5  AZTECHWWWR27K8W»81M -  COUujcr  - 

*  a  BOZO  B Hvs*  5-11-4 - MGrUBhsp)  - 

4  CAMP  HEAD  OSterwod  811-4  - J  AMcCafty  - 

.  6  708  COOL- HARRY 513  H  Haynes  8116 - -  Mr  A  Wink  pi  - 

6  08  CROCKNAIIOH8L  223  AtakttCf  8116.'_  0  Brtdgwar  - 

7  -  S  DOM  BELTRAM0 17  N  Twfctaft-Dtas  4^ll-4_  L  Stttofn  (7) '  - 

'8  '  JACXJTuri4-11-4 . SMcNai  - 

-8  JUCTMW»8JfcttB»4->1-« - ...._SMettB  - 

10  0  KM8HTS  CHEST  27  fi  Dttm8l1-4 - ...  BPawel  - 

11  D  MURRAYS  IMJJON  30  JSfltt  4-116.  - T  J  Matty  - 

12  ONE  MORE  RUPEE  CMortJdi  811-4 - JRKkantfi  - 

.13  5lJM)AYVBmftHtederaoa4-1l-4.._  MAfflgeraid 

"■14  ’  StRPHSeOTfA'JTtt*nnMl6.‘. - .AUanko  - 

.  15- -  -4  CAUMJ0E35JN«e*am 81813 -7.: — 6Hb*ui|3)  - 

«  om  i«e8L4SSSJjpifci8i8«_---<....._.^;GBwsey  — : 
84  Suttr  Vtttan.  7-2  Camp  HwJ.  81 JW  toltaSoo.  M  AHecttmcr  8 

1  CaBodofl.  181  Own  Beftn.  12-1  oOn 


1  ,00  CONSTANT  SECURITY  JUVENILE  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2,758: 2m  If  110yd)  (17) 

1  ARABMN IfiSHTS  112F  J  Madoe  1812  ..  .  .  TBey 

2  B  BAASM  29  J  Nairn  1812 - - , —  WFiy 

3  P  EXTREttlY ffiffCLY 29 BoO Jtnti  10-52.  ..  VSmtt 

•4  6aUCJ0mi4Fj PMta  1812..  .  PWflttyp) 

5  46  UNGRSHER  BRAVE  20  MMeagha  1812 - 0  Byrne 

6  IR  GOLD  1B7F  J  JeBenn  10-12  - UHMna(7) 

7  0  NO  MORE  HASSLE  1BF  Mrs  M  Rnefey  1812  —  P  Ntta 

8  PARROTS  HU  G0FMToc*ib  1812.  -  — ADoMMn 

9  QOPO  FHAHT0M  DANCS)  13  (B)  U  Sownbr  1812 - D  Parts 

10  05  PflOPOUS  P0H61 13 M  W EtfteAy  1812  -  -  -  JC*»lBn 

11  SKUA 4BF Mb VAmttv  1812..  . .  PMcUuolkl 

12  04  SK CLERKS 20 J RnttJ  1812  .  . . FLsaftyft 

13  S0OE1Y  MAGIC  SffCUra  1812 - JRNtor 

14  2  SSiMATTA  20  G  Httatf  187  _ K  Gak  & 

15  8  CLASSK  DAISY  2D  R  Sptao  187 -  —  C  Maori* 

16  440  NORTHBVI FALCON 6 (B)liWEfikbf  187 —  AGarfly 

’  17  0  POKTOHJHA  20  A  ttogsi  187  _.  - - ASSntti 

81  BdooU  4-1  Nd  Ma?  tala.  81  Mortem  faun  7-1  5a  decks.  Bean 
181  Pam  s  ML  12-1  Promts  Pots.  181  atm. 


3.00  UK  HYGIENE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.300: 2m  II  110yd)  (9) 

1  -1RI  G0LnWHaLOtrfflF«S»TEaaerty8i1-5  ..  PMron 

2  -121  VBSTER  DRUM  10  (f&S)  M  Wkrem  7-11-5  ..  R  Sank 

3  *  SOLD  BOSS  6  fifSS)  G  Move  7-1812  8  Story 

4'3SPR  CfflWWL SMtB)  13  J Vbde  7-1812 .  AS  Sort 

5  5  FAR  ALLY  9  MSowrty  81812...  .  DPMI* 

-  6  -tHF  refWOTSBROTIB) 9  (R  McS  Sort  81812 
.  .  ft  MUnsoo  (7) 

7  83F  JACK  DOYLE  13  (BF.G)  J  J  DHM1 81812  ...  HGoefl 

8  216  THURSDAY MfflT  30(5)  J Frt^raM  8l8i:..  .  ADobtoi 

9  262  UK  WG83C9  (F)M  HtonxM  81812. .  ..  R  GanHy 

9-4  Golden  Hrta  82  Uda  Dnan.  4-1  Jack  Doyle.  82  Bold  Boss.  81  ThumSy 
MghL  10-1  Fair  My  UU*geu.  281  C«m 


HHier  hi* 

SI  mbwwm?®;- 

3  AmEJOMWW"** MJW- - P,iSnS  -• 

,S  : 

Htfitafed  M-1  cSeri- 


tatom  13  vrimm  W»,26  mto,.- 
h  34, 29.41L  P  Hurts.  14  tram  49. 3^616;  . 
a.  28  a:  C  Broda  3  tarn  11. 272VR- 
Baiia.  8  San  36. 222%.  JoctoyK  T  J 
Has.  44  4fcD0ridutta.  Start  108.  . 
1 13.  23  It  J  B  KavtaL  10  tan  50. 
h*5  6Ct  183V  N  Wtectr.  7  WiTr43, 

r .  u»  .  ..... 

•’  UUKET  RASEK  Tratacr.  C  Mam.  4  warm  tan  3  nwas, 
500V  N  Ti*»8Du«s.’7  tan  23. 304%.  J  Mmmj  *om  33, 
2J3k  M  «IH9tt  3  tan  11. 273%.  *j 

24.4%;  M  Tomtts.  4  tan  19. 211%.  Ite  P  SyJ  tan  17. 17.8% 

’  JaSw*;PMiHLl®'ta|Wstan  W7ndaa.173%;f  Lattr.  6tao 
39.  JsSlO  flyrtt,  9  Ban  a.15.0%  A  S  SnA.  18  tan  12T. 
143%.  P  Mttootfitni  4  tan  30. 133V  R  Malay.  4  tan  31. 123% 

S  MB.  3  tan^4. 115%.  ,  •  • 

□There  is  a  7am  precautionary  inspection  at 
Hereford  today  because  of  the  threat  of  host 

overnight 


Nicholson’s  graduate  shines 


HHSilSPi 

HETffi  101  1 
IttSBi  101 1 
HEBffOfiD  103  $ 


jCAVHER  AIZPURU.  whfrwas  . 
flora  fa  England  of  Spanish 
paitnt^  became :  the  latest 
student  df  the  David  NichoK. 
son  academy  to  .  graduate  - 
when  riding  his  first  winner 
at  Windsor  yesterday. 

Aizpimt  2L  showed  how 
much  he  had  learned  from  his 
totor  by  beating  the  champion 
v 


jockey.  Tony  McCoy,  to  land  a 
gamble  on  Severn  Gale.  -. 

Ajqiuru  was  In  front  virtur 
ally  throughout  and.  when 
McCoy  loomed  large  on  Sea1 
sonal  Splendour,  he  deter¬ 
minedly  drove  out  Severn 
Gale  for  a  I  -length  vidoiy  in 
the  Paley  Street  Mares’ 
Handicap  HorcDe.  . 


VVIndsor  ... 

Going!  good 

12J0  Qm  hdo)  1.  DAN6QOLD  [ft  Hughes. 
3-1-to):  2.  Satop  (T  Dascombe.  181)  3 
Ptty.  Knight  (N  Wtamson.  7-2).  ALSO 
RAAL  K73  NOrt  CNy  (48i).  5  Marcu.  14 
Hazatt,  Randra  (Ertj.  Second  Sep.  25  JtMe 
Kina.  Muse  Please  (6M.  33  Oustygun. 
NWrt  Flare.  50  tt  Hemp.  Murphy’s.  Run. 

.  Not  To  Pkac.  15  ran.  71.  W.  a  <L  «  M 
Charocn  Tale:  C460:  £2.30.  £3  4a  Cl  10. 
DPr  E1810.  Tno.  E32J0  CSF.  £35  15 
1.00  (2m  hdle)  1.  SEVERN  GALE  (X  Re¬ 
pair,  7*1):  2.  Seasons:  Sptendour  (A  P 
McCoy.  82):  3.  Pedahuthemett)  {G  T«- 
mey.  14-11  ALSO  RAN-  188)f{ta1iNtt9n- 
gde.  Henrtettfl  Howard  (4th).  tSPeiy  Spgrt 
C2rl  (5ft).  1®  Cowrie  Star  (Sh)  7  ran  DR 
1*L  20.  1ST.  fW.  J  Aden  To *r  C1£10: 
£150.  £2.40.  DF:  £21.40.  CSF  05 W 
ISOOmeh)  1,  FLOW  (BPdw^L  2-1  SafliZ 
Sktq)  Bid  (P  Henley.  181):  3.  Gatthson 
ID  BmcwalH,  4-11  ALSO  RAN.  82  Htfs 
lend  JaoitSBi).  6  &*es  Meadow  flea.  12 
SKettArttr  (pu),  M  Bohetttod  (4^  33 
The  Heibtoxe  (pu)  40  liarf  Anton  (sued  . 
is).  9  ran  NR.  Genera!  Salute.  Khgsmfl 
Quay-  T6L  29.  nd,  30.  R  Ouctar  a 
Bruport.  Tale  OlO:  £1.10.  C4.7D.  C1SD. 
d£s?».90:  Tito:  £34.60.  CSF. £2033, 

ZOO  Pm  Mb]  1.  PROTON  lAPUcCo/J- 
»•  2  Desert  Grten  (N  wkansoa  188 
lav).  1  BtataWp  Biuoa  p  atogwato.  7- 
3)  ALSO  RAN:  7.  Onawj  f&h). 

Zz&£>  (pulled  up).  12  Tm  ADnumar  I58i). . 
20  to  09  Saga.  33  fewne  Thrust,  50 
BflMtan  porcsL  66  CaSonaacy  (puflod  up), 
ttstov  Star.  Master  Goodanoudi,  Seminole. 
wS.ZedoKHth)  l4mn.SLlBl,B),4l,4I.R 
AkEtarat  01  Ewam.  Tote.  -£730;  £1.40; 
El .30.  £1.00.  DF:  BS.00.  Twj:  SB  TO  CSF- 
£19  ?1- 


Z30  (3m  Chi  1 . (C  O  Owvp.  85 
tar):  2.  Dear  Do  (M  A  Rtzgaald  84  3 
Who’s  To  Say  (N  WiOaretr.  82)  ALSO 
RAN  10  tag  Credo  (pufcd  ip)  a  ran  9. 
12L  K  Batoy  w  Upper  larttooura  Tote 
El  .60.  Iff:  £1^0.  CSF:  £3  08 
ZOO  /2m  5!  Chi  1.  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT 
(Mi  R  Waktey.  10830).  3.  Rbc  To  The 
Rescue  (Mr  R  Thorrmn.  81)-  3.  Coobea 
(Mi  J  tisafd.  81).  ALSO  RAN  11-4  l» 
warn  i4*ij.-183  Marry  Panto  fleffl.SCa* 
Ms  Early  (puled  up).  33  Wrappers  Deighl 
(58i)  7tan3,a.7l.  19.  KEtakyw  Upper 
Larntxam  Tof  £320:  £200.  £1  GO  DF. 
£900.  CSF  £21  48 

Z30{2m41htfiei  1.  LETS  BE  FRWIK  (M  A 
Fitzgerald.  82  lav).  2.  Racharfs  Owen  (M 
Richards,  1M).  3  ReWh*  Chance  (N 
waomsoa  7-2)  ALSO  RAN-  7-2  AugusI 
Twelbh  5  DorUdresctantaiw  M 
Garabo.  16  Dahfa'c  Best,  Clwrsftan  (S»y.  20 
Super  Ftatart.  25  Pres  Meteh.  6a  Pttcfr 
mans  Pride  [5(h).  Pyntvt  Denee.  vm 
James.  13  tan.  ZM.  i  H.  3v-L  3  ».  N 
Chares  at  Lamboum  Tote:  C4AJ EJMO. 
£4,40,  £1.30.  DF-  £95  6B  Tio  £31  JO  CSF: 
£33.57.  TncaSt  PIB  78 
pi«*poe£ii(Laa  ouactooc£M5a 

Lingfield  Park 

Going;  stendfod  -  - 

12.1011m)  1 .  TAT1KA  (G  taBgart  8*  (art: 
2.  Bertkaj  (152J:  3.  Doubt*  Blue  ®-t). 
ALSO  RAN  18  Barbasen  (4m)  ttatM 
G  Wregg  Tote  £2.40.  £1  60.  £2  00.  E220 
DF:  tSo.  Trio.  EiaiO.  CS=  E12JE. 

1&40  W)  1.  SD4AF1  (A  Qarft  181)  2 
Nwer  Think  Twice  1152):  A  Rtat  Seta 
C81).  ALSO  RAW  82  lav  hvocalon.  40 
Lose  Part  Lad  (-W)  13ran  I*. WjCm 
Tote:  £21.70.  £740,  £230.  £*90  OF" 
€4620.  Tin  N CSF.  £126.01, 
Trteast  £3242.13  • 


1.10 150  1.  SCISSOR  RIDGE  JS  Sandec. 
5-11.  2.  Kkar  (7-1|:  3.  Napter  Star  (81) 
ALSO  HAN.  82  lev  Cnemcasr  [4im  9  ran 
NR  Graewus  Gtelcto  H  «v-l  J  Bndg» 
Toie  £7.30.  £230,  £320.  €270  DF 
£18  10.  Tno.  £31.80  CSF’  €353  Tncao: 
£194  10. 

1A0  On)  1.  MATTHIAS  MYStiOUE  (S 
Sanders.  83-  2.  Mss  Prism  12-1  tov):  3. 
Supreme  Sar  l7-1)  ALSO  RAN  14Su9or 
Mtm.  12  raa  H.  71  Miss  B  Sanders  Tow 
£350;  £1^0.  £128  £280  DF  E4  50  Trio 
£7.90.  CSF:  £819 

2.10  Itmf  1.  QUEEN  OF  ALL  BIRDS  (A 
Ddy.  H-4):  2. 16^4  WHc  (Evens  lav):  3. 
Baracsa  Valtey  (181)  ALSO  RAN- 14  Blue 
Flyer  (4V4  ft  ran.  NR-  Cod  Fie  51.  31  R 
Boss  Tore  €4.50.  £1  10.  £1 30.  £1  GO.  DF: 
Cl  50  Tier  €1200  CSF  C57i. 

140  161)  f.  URSA  MAJOR  (M  Wfigharri.  18- 
.  8).  2.  Stare  OeBgM  (7-4  tewj-  3.  Eketartor 
Porito  (28 1 1.  AL5&  RAN  SFtsmwn  Times 
Mti],  11  ion  NR-  OutNi  s  Shattow  8L 
1MPF«0eway  Tote  C2TO.  €1  80.  £120. 
€210  DF- £250  Tno  £1940. CSF  C55& 

3.10  1671  1.  HALBERT  IP  McCabe.  2811.  a 
Mwkiyllaflhitt  (S-l):  3.  Colstorf  nO-tl 
ALSO  RAN.  100-3O  lav  Tactwcantt  9 
SMBOtoffl  (4th)  12  rOT  NR;  Mss  Pck- 
pocWL  hd  P  Bugoyne.  Tale.  Cl  9  90: 
€31 0.  €170  €350  Dr  ClIOSC  Tiio 

.  €120  20  port  "an  CSF.  €10450.  Trims! 
£88070  Use  Pfckpccirt  £7-1|  wdhdrwn. 
nor  unto  ontera  —  rute  4  applies  al  bets, 
dedua  lOp  «i  pound 

340Min4i)  V  HLJAL  (MesJ  ASscrt  811  3. 
General  Raven  (7-1).  3  Donl  Drop  Somrs 
(11-21  ALSO  RAN-  82  lav  Cotassa.  8  No 
Paoem  (4ffi|.  9  ran  71 JH  B  Meehan  Toe. 
€1120  £380  €210  ElflO  DF:  £8080 
Tno  €12630  CSF  £5657.  Tncast  £305 13 
PUCftpot  £1 1628  Ouadpot  £4B(L 

■□Lflicww  abandoned—  tog  •  -•■ 


1250  Time  Leader 
l^O  Fenwick 
1.50  Sqiare  Silk 


THUNDERER 

2^0  Andre  Laval 
2.50  The  Land  Agent 
3.20  EmbJey  Buoy 


B I  »J  =8  («l»:  I !  :1 1  ?  8 1"1 1 1 4  :T» 


101  113143  GOOD  IWE5 13  (8F  F6S)  !tts  D  Idmon)  8  Hd  12-0  .  .  ..  B«M(7)  88 


ftamad  nmta  Sn-OgiK  torni  (F— (ton.  P  — 

ptted  iv  U— insMted  into  0  — firuugtt 
oo*n  S  —  sipped  np  R  —  iFfoad  b  — 
dseaHtd)  tales  name  Oap  an  bd 
ttkn  F  H  tal  IB— bUsn.  V— nsa.  H  — 
hflia  E  —  EyKiietd  C-cniuami  Ii  — 
ifdoia  m».  CD  —  came  srt  dlsance 


GOING:  GOOD 


wnet  BF  —  bettn  btmita  *  Utest  ace) 
Gruifl  an  tttdi  hose  las  won  If  —  tan  good  & 
hm.  hart  G  —  good.  S  —  art.  sand  »  sofL 
Deny)  Owe  m  bractes  Tiame  Age  jnd 
urs^yn  rub  plus  am  aHmance  The  line 
Rim*  Handk^m'j  ttng, 


UR&AN  LLY  Heal  subsagoem  winner  Ye  Agate  ’SI 
a 6-nma sttnahudle 8  Newten Attd  (2m  II 
heavy)  BURUMGTtHi  SAM.  w  h a-hd  beat 
Hadutts  Cross  3V9I  in  14-iunsei  comtitanal  |od- 
eys  saOng  tadteto  tank  x  Ludtaa  |2m  gocti  to 
tan)  KWfifS  TYPHOON  tfcM  4®  of  6  to 


TOg  LEADS)  i?4l  4ti  rt  13  U  Allow  In  con8 
tuna  mdays  nonce  Santa®  Ladle  al  fewtuy 
(2m  5L  gonSl  BEANORAMOSE  1W14HM  5  b 
YKaybies  Way  fll  novice  handicap  tank  a 
WWanten  (2m  good).  (PHAM  RASCAL  351  tel 
oi  7  to  Bayerd  m  navkn  ludte  &  Pturojhn  (2m 
4L  soA)  rt  tad  completed  ntang. 

Setectar  URBAN  UVmrt  ' 


1995;  S0PI9SM  811-7  J  Evans  pl-J)  M  Ppe  9  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


honest  answer  is  nobody 
knows. 

However,  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  speculation  concerns  the 
future  of  racing  in  China, 
rather  than  Hong  Kong.  There 
is  already  a  racetrack,  com¬ 
plete  with  tola  lisa  tor  board 
and  grandstands.  at 
Guangzhou  (formerly  Canton) 
about  SO  miles  north  of  here. 

Jf  the  Chinese  government 
took  a  more  realistic  view 
towards  gambling,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  it  could  be  sitting  on  a 
gold  mine.  Of  course,  it  is  a  big 
if.  So  big,  in  feet,  that  even 
people  here  would  think  twice 
about  betting  on  the  outcome. 


151  3nl  ol14  to  Oogomnd  m  aUng  hudlf  V 
Chepstow  (2m  41  UOy.soft)  ANYMANN  tool  71 
4ti  of  6  to  USe  Uncfiw  n  omica  tenftca  hide 
X  Worcester  (tai.  good  to  tan).  JEWEL  THEF  811 
ar  m  12  to  PonfynK  in  Iravfiap  chx»  N 
Woimv  (2m.  good)  JHAL  FRED  (feted  6m  d 
14  to  Sflymouswtfl  r  nonet  hide  X  Norton 
Abbot  (2m  d  bony) 

Sttctan:  F0MCX 


1.50  IHDWRIKI  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£5.047:  2m  21)  (10  luimers)- 


1  10002-1  INRY  KMGHT  20  (B)  |A  Wtteil  J  Cthtt  7-11-6  .  F  Hkto  g) 

2  PP  A5HLET  HOUSE  14  I?  Hwnmord)  B  Mdlnun  7-11-0  —  D  Sato  (5)  - 

3  5/5434-  FUPPANCE  219  1C  fqltrol  N  Carts  811-0 .  W  Uaraba  - 

4  20100-4  KM'S  CROSS  31  (S)  IN  Hatty)  A  J  Mian  7-11-0 .  A  Magure  - 

5  6501-22  PHAH  fflOU  BINV  15  (BFJT  (Ms  E  Haycock)  G  Baking  811-0  A  P  McCoy  - 

6  10000-6  PUHBECK  CAVALSS  30  (SI  (B  Cute]  R  «na  7-11-0  .....  -  66 

7  521201-  RD8MS  PHDE  268  «LS)  IR  Wnetel  C  Ptftan  811-0  _  t  DaaantM  (3)  - 

B  404158  SQURE  SBJC  251  (F.E5)  iR  Opden)  A  Imnri  7-11-0  „.  .  R  DuMtody  - 

9  241F1-3  WILD  WEST  MM)  20  (BF.GS)  (UmJ  Vtrty)  Mbs  H  811-0  J  Ostaw  75 

10  0711258  HINOA  258  (f)  Oto  J  Pnbn  H  Imatehfews  8189. .  .  C  Ltowctyn  - 

BETTie.  4-6  Stain  SiLlM  Lively  KngK  181  Pte  From  Fawn  12-1  Puma*  Carte  6wtt  M  l  Krto  s 
(tons.  Wikt  Wed  Wnl  181  etas 

1995:  P948BUY  PLACE  7-11-0  C  Uewflyn  0-1}  N  TwooMtawa  9  un 

FORM  FOCUS 


UVB.Y  KMGHT  bed  Man  ftum  <tl  m  18ronw 
nonce  dust  al  ttrtvnkm  wflii  MUD  WEST 
WMD  (Eb  trtte  oB)  29TM  (&n  4ili0v.  nod) 
KMTS  CROSS  38’4l  4di  ol  8  To  Brau  Or  Sd  m 
nonce  eftase  at  Wanwck  On.  good  to  tan)  PHAR 
FROM  FUNW  3  2nd  d  A  to  Mwstodi  m  imUca 
bulk  al  Winorton  (an.  good)  ROBINS  PRDt 


ben  Sted  Gem  51  m  11-nne  bamfeaqi  turtle 
12m  If.  so9)  SOURE  OX,  Icp-cto  tuoto  and 
ww.ol  Into  Gold  Trophy.  14UI  Sto  d  B  to 
UndBodf  In  Dade  I  Martel  Artec  Hunk  On  41. 
good)  GUNDA  25NI  69)  ol  19  to  Oat  Fh»  n 
nowce  ftnSqp  hudfc  x  NMuv  |3n  51.  hwirj 
Sttctton:  UVELV  KMGHT 


2.20  B0M1SPR1NT  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,192:  2m  ?f  UDyil)  (11  runnejs) 


1  2; 46854  SPUFFWGTDN  13  (tS)  (j  DooeO  J  Gdtafd  811-11 .  P  We  97 

2  PFBB4-  QtA  GNEUAGH  217  (F.GSl  (Mrs  S  Seen)  N  Iwotei-Dwiei  1811-10  C  LletMflyn  M 

3  •  11-1  ANDRE  LAVAL  15  (63)  Ms  C  Wnqlt)  A  Baky  7-11-10.  Mf  R  W*tey  (7)  © 

4  111826  GARRYL0UGH  35  (BF£5)  (l  WMeyl  D  ilattHto  7-11-10  _  R  Dunwoody  to 

5  23204-1  BALLYEA  BOY  22  (G)  (D  Bany)  D  MAKson  811-3  .  A  Hague  98 

6  7145271  0RSWBX  LAO  17  BJ  IR  »1d«l  P  tabs  7-11-2  .  .  .  G  Toimey  (3)  91 

7  15UUZ4-  MR  OlVAOBi  377  (SI  (M  Soadtngoii  H  Gasciu  9-10-13 .  .  W  JkRtoO  35 

3  12271-84  NMOLE'S  DBJBHT  20  (CJD)  iCasde  Fjpn  Sun  Mbs  H  tong*  81812  JOthome  93 

9  3331P-1  SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  40  (CJ.(LS)  (I  Flodto)  C  Btadl  18188.  A  P  McCoy  95 

10  710233-  RED  PAW*  387  IS)  <R  J  Pcata)  N  Haitt  8186...  R  Greene  87 

11  2335724  ROCKY  PARK  17  (BF.S)  d  Gotti  6  Balding  18183  ....  B  Few®  93 

BETONGi  8?  And*  Lad  3-1  Balyaa  Boy.  81  Spdkfl(|lor  Owe*  Ud.  Spreoi  Accort  181  Gtt  Grauagh 
itodqr  Paris  12-t  atom 

1995:  HARWELL  LAO  8189  Ur  R  NuOaH  (5-4)  R  Aina  15  rat 


FORM  FOCUS 


SPURBCnw  13*1  4m  d  7  to  Foot  Band  In 
tuntaD  chase  ad  Towcrtte  (2m  61  good).  GHIA 
GNBMGH  (fetart  46.  ol  6  to  Diamond  Fori  m 
tandsan  ctae  al  Nndon  Abbol  (3m  3  I10y. 
soB)  ANDRE  LAVAL  teal  Buieian  IMI  n  i 
nmi  hnrtp  dost  al  Wincankn  (3m  I1 11  Or 
nood).  GARMOUGH  23MI  fill  Ol  Bio  Uapw  Bel 
m  handicap  dost  at  Bmpr  (7m  41  ilOy.  good  to 
sod). 

BALLYEA  BW  bed  Antoronay  CMrt  net*  m  8 
runer  tandKati  cfase  at  Towossler  flftj  V  gaod). 
OftSWELL  LAD  bui  f  ratal  Romeo  ^ion-bead  n 


S-nmr  nonce  landtoap  Ouse  (2m  5|  llOy 
heavy)  MR  MVADER  2S  4fli  of  9  k.  Gilpa  Vato  ai 
handroap  chase  al  Wawtoi  |3m  21  good) 
KfCLFS  DELIGHT  I2fc|  48i  o!  6  to  Too  Pteh  n 
handop  chase  N  Wmt»  (2m  51  good  to  firm) 
SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  boat  Fman  Drop  HI  to  7- 
nitoer  Imlteap  dose  at  Wnorfon  (3m  II  iiOy 
good  to  ram).  RED  PARADE  141 3rd  d  7  to  Storey 
Buie  m  novice  chase  al  Herefcrt  (3m  ii  llDy 
mod)  ROCKY  PARK  30*41  4«i  <9  6  10  n»  m 
ftnuop  uase  al  Newan  Abba  (3m  21  110 yj 
SeteSoK  BALLYEA  BOY 


2.50  SIROPEAN  BREED  BIS  FUND  TRIPLEPR1NT  NATIONAL  HUNT 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (Quaiita  £4,020.  2m  21)  (12  funnels) 


80P  FAR  HAUL  B  (Mrs  6  DoOarts)  R  FiW  811-0 


Mr  A  HtttoKrth  - 


2  58  FLAXLEY  WOOD  244  (MR  D  La  Ttrtei  R  Budder  5-11-0 -  B  Futon  - 

3  BO-  LEAP  FROG  258  (ft  Coopt*)  N  Gasefce  5-11-0  .  W'MatSW!  - 

4  MASTER  BOMBS)  (D  Fea)  R  Atner  811-0  J  Dshona  - 

5  38  MYLNC  321  (S  Constrtel  D  ihcta*  6-11-0  ....  A  Manure  - 

6  04AW-0  PALLADIUM  BOY  17  iFttadun  Ltdi  f*s  J  Rate  811-0  -  G  Upron  79 

21  oaw  EAGLE  18  (S)  (R  MoawJil  M  Pyn  a-j  1-0.  .  A  P  McCoy  - 

8  8401-00  SK  DANTE  IB  ff)  (P  WHbyi  R  Rpk  811-0 ...  D  (TSuteiai  9 

9  31-  THE  LAND  A BBfl  237  (S)  Gto  H  Bare)  J  Muflms  8H4I  .  S  Curran  - 

10  1-2  WADE  ROAD  27  (BF/)  [Lad  Osteal  Uss  H  Antfl  811-0  .  ft  Dumnody  - 

11  8F06P  LKLY  THE  FULY  38  (E  Dawn)  tts  fa  Wartrg  8189 - —  P  Ikfc  - 

12  0  STOMP  40  (0  Matts*  ft  Mno  8i0-9  .  C  Uewrtjn  - 

BETTMi:  5-4  Oun  Eagle  7-2 ttde Rnan.81  Mytefe  7-1  Ihe  Laid  Agtnl  81  S«  Date  14-1  PaBafom  Boy 
181  ofters 

1995.  HIGH  LEADS  811-0  J  A  Mc&rtiy  I18ii  0  SNrtoed  10  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


LEM*  IROG  621  Tlh  M  14  to  Froth  Holly  In 
NaSonal  Hud  Fla  race  N  Nettoy  (tai  IlOy 
hexyl  UYJJ*  5»J  3rd  d  19  toJbsl  One  Cuts- 
tae  in  Nafeort  Hud  FU  ace  i  to  (2m.  good) 
on  pndenale  rui  QLDfl  EAGLE  Leal  Jad 
Gattagna  IMI  to  HMwncr  Itetonal  Hum  FW  race 
N  Kempten  ian,  good  a  sod)  SK  DANTE  13IBSi 


id  16  d  Hoi  Fa  Tunmg  m  nance  hurdle  X 
Ketnpiai  (2m  pood  to  sod)  RE  LAND  AGENT 
ben  Ever  flteart  m  n  12-nsm  toumi  Hud 
Dai  ace  al  Nnkn  Abbot  Cm  II.  soft).  WADE 
ROAD  II  2nd  U  14  to  U  Martham  b  Naural 
rtn  Rac  race  al  SandoMi  |tai  HOy.  poodi 

Sttdnr  WADE  ROAD 


.  ft  Has 
?f*  4-11-7  G  Suf 
G 

I  Pipe  8H-0  B  Mo 
813  ,  .  „  0  £a 
HM  A  P 

. :  u  o 

H  Bart]  J  LUIM  8180  .  .  S 

K  Bishop  8180  -  .  .  .  .ft  Greene  89 

Long  handrail  &tlcy  Bum  9-13.  Irian  Temple  87 

SETTING;  31  tatten  7-2  ferycen  82  Jeflene  81  Beyort  Dm  Read  181  Dow* nos  Dream 
FgHanerouge  Frtt  C«uy.  12-1  inhere 

1095.  SPRWS  SAMT  811-8  C  Uaude  (4-1)  Mm  C  Hate  i5  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


FUST  CENTURY  101  id  al  9  b  File  Concord  m 
Imfeto  chase  aChepauwgm  31 11  Sr  and  to 
soli  on  pendtmSE  start.  BEYOND  OUR  REACH 
im  tan  d  8  to  Road  To  Ao  Boa  m  Iwrirap 
fen*  at  Tamta  On.  31  HOy.  mod  M  Arm). 
BAWTYBEH  bed  General  Tone  31  n  7-n ainer 
tericao  hurSe  at  Lecesla  (tai  41  IlOy.  and  to 
wfil.  DOMMXUTS  DREAM  W\  «h  d  ftoOul 
Raotana  m  ctentog  luih  t  ifeydod  (tai  41 


HMD  JBTffDES  tttl  Damnos  Hdng  341  n  & 
rune  haufcap  hurdle  &  TcrvcBttr  (2m.  good). 
HAfOSON  heal  Rotten's  toy  neck  *  E-narer 
landlCte  turtle  al  Cheltertran  (7m  Hoy  garni) 
fOKOMUU G£  mi  4*  dBm  Mlt carafe  n 
nonce  iwtife  al  Ascai  (tai  41.  mod  to  firm) 
EM8LEY  BUOY  9!il  49i  ol  0  Id  Sw  Rom  m 
newes  tacriap  fertte  to  Sndmai  (tai  B.  good) 
SNeeoore  JBHRCS 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

MlssM  KrigM 
M  P1|B 
R  Ftoro 
P  Hete  - 
KBttro 
tts  J  fete. 


Wits 

IMS 

JOCKEYS 

Vfenre 

toss 

29 

85 

341 

J  0±cns 

20 

■  74 

270 

72 

272 

2G5 

R  DllMXKh 

33 

135 

244 

3 

12 

ao 

A  P  McCoy 

17 

90 

189 

3  . 

IP 

194) 

G  Upton 

7 

68 

103 

9 

4fi 

18.8 

C  UmeDyn 

E 

60 

>00 

10 

77 

UO 

ft  Eiecne 

5 

50 

100 

□  The  meeting  at  Leicester  yesterday  was  abandoned  because 
of  thick  fog.  The  stewards  tried  repeatedly  to  save  the  card, 
putting  baric  raring  by  an  hour,  but  visibility  of  only  50  yards 
made^the  decision  to  abandon  inevitable. 


44  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6 1996 


Porto  can  end  United’s 


Manchester  United 
wifi  be  feeling  pret¬ 
ty  pleased  with 
themselves  after  they  quali¬ 
fied  from  the  group  stages  of 
the  European  Cup  on  Wed¬ 
nesday.  However,  although  I 
don't  want  to  be  the  one  to 
spoil  the  party,  I  think  they 
are  going  to  have  a  difficult 
time  getting  any  further  than 
the  last  eight 

I  took  the  FC  Porto  team 
they  wfil  play  in  the  quarter- 
finals  to  two  Portuguese 
championships  when  1  was  in 
charge  there.  This  season,  if 
anything,  they  have  an  even 
stronger  side  and.  aver  the 
two  games,  I  think  there  is  a 
very  good  chance  they  will  put 
United  out  In  fact  after 
Juventus.  who  stand  out  by  a 
distance,  I  would  say  Porto 


are  the  best  dub  in  the 
competition. 

The  dub  president.  Pinto  de 
Costa,  is  desperate  to  win 
three  domestic  titles  in  a  row, 
something  the  dub  has  never 
done  before,  and  he  has 
brought  in  new  players  — 
players  I  recommended  be¬ 
fore  I  left  to  take  over  at 
Barcelona  —  to  help  them  to 
doit 

The  nucleus  of  the  team  I 
was  in  charge  of  Is  still  there, 
but  they  have  brought  in  the 
Brazilian.  Jardel,  in  attack. 
In  the  air,  in  particular,  he  is  a 
stunning  player.  Alongside 
him.  they  have  got  two  more 
Brazilians  —  Artur,  who  is 
very  quick  and  likes  going 
past  people,  and  Edmflson. 
who  is  an  extremely  dever 
player.  The  three  of  them 


would  be  a  handful  fix- 
anybody. 

Their  central  defender, 
large  Costa,  has  been  in  the 
news  recently  because  he  was 
head-butted  by  George  Weah 
after  Porto’s  game  against  AC 
Milan.  He  is  a  good  Mow  id 
have  in  your  team  arid  partic¬ 
ularly  good  in  the  air.  He  does 
not  shirk  anything. 

Of  course,  they  to®  Emer¬ 
son  to  Middlesbrough  at  the 
end  of  last  season  and  I  took 
their  goalkeeper.  Vftor  Baia. 
with  me  to  Barcelona,  but 
they  seem  to  have  spent  well 
and  are  having  another  good 
season.  Nobody  gave  thou  a 
chance  in  the  European  Cup, 
but  they  have  got  five  victories 
and  one  draw  out  of  six 
games.  Not  bad.  is  it? 

They  wfll  give  United  more 


BOBBY  ROBSON 


titan  a  game  when  they  meet 
next  year.  I  know  the  team,  I 
know  the  dub  and  1  know  the 
situation.  They  know  how  to 
play  the  first  of  the  two  games 
well  and  then  they  will  fire  cm 


-all  cylinders  when  they  get 
bade  to  Portugal 

It  wfll  be  especially  difficult 
for  United  in  Oporto 'because 
they  have  determination  and 
ambition  and  the  czuwd  will.  - 
be  phenomenal  and  very 
aisy  —  even  though  the  dty 
is  particularly  pro-British. 

More  than  that,  theirplay-' 
ere  seem  to  relish  big  match¬ 
es.  When  they  go  to  Old 
Trafford,  they  will,  defend,  - 
they  will  absorb  pressure  and, 
above  all  else,  they  will  not 
crack.  Sometimes,  you  find 
.yoursdves  with  player*  who 
do  not  stand  up  as  well  as  they 
should  on  big  occasions  and 
the  night  gets  to  them;  in 
Porto's  case,  that  mil  not : 
happen,  • 

•  I  took  them  to  Werder  ' 
Bremen,  the  German  champi¬ 


ons;  in  my  first  year  there  and 
we  beat  them  5-0  to  get  to  the 
semi-finals  L-of  the  European 
.  Cup.  That  tedd  me  something 
about  therescJve  of  that  team. 

:  Going  to  Manchester  United’ 
will  be  great:  for  those  boys. 
Ih^y  wiulowjt.-  -L 
.I'knew  it  would  be  difficult 
fix  United  agairistJuventus— 
thatwas  obvious  to  anyixK 
tatlwwsinprisedaboutihe 
EmeriainS:  result  at  .Old 
Traffbrd,  when  United  lost 
1-0;  I  thought  they  should. 

have  done  better.  Also,  they 

have  to.  learn  that  fecy-cannot 
approach  away  games  irr 
Europe  nke  they  would  a  trip  -, 
to  Wimbledon  or  Nottingham 

Barest  .  .  .... 

1  know  United  won  two  of 
(heir  -  aWay  games  in  the 
group  matches,  but  they  are 


StflHes*  adept  than  the  top 
continental- teams  at'  playing 
matches  away  fran.  home; 
That  iiwhefrfitey  ought  ftpe 
out  to  JPbffej,  .'who  Will  change 
their-  systttn-.wfren  **7  come 
to  MqndreStejv  They  wfll  al- 


the 

in  el  oto^oyering 
player.  cn:  a  defender  instead.: 

Uv^poof:  weze  masters  at 
winning  European  matches: 
cwer  fi^I^Jl^it.Tor  all  the 
Engfis}r;tectms;chcfw,  .m  is  a 
learning  experience  all:  cWar 

again  and  they:  afe  stiQrier 
hind  tbe-rest.  ; . 

f- wanLto-make  it  dear,-  toci. 
that,  as  far  Ss-Iam  concerned, 
Kmal^y  jviBr  iiot  be,  in.  the 
United7  team,  for  those  two 
matches.  I  know  he  has  been 
linked  with  thes&but  be  is  hot 


interested  in  leaving  Bareeto- 
na.  He  is  wonderfully  adored 
-  and- popular  here  and  he  has 
v  just  bought  a  new  house, 

.  United  want  Miguel  Angel 
:  NadaL  but  they  will  not  pay 
£4  million  for  him  so  how 
could  they  pay  £20  million  tor 
^Ronaldo?  1. doubt  they  could 
’.■.-match  his  contrart  here,  any- 
"way.  and,  if  they  did,  they 
would  have  a  time  bomb  on 
,  -  thdr  hands,  because  players 
':  such  as  Cantona-  and  Giggs 
would  be-saying:  -What  about 
;  .meT,  ..  ‘ 

As  fear  Emerson -coming  to- 
,  Barcelona  from  .  Middle*: 
brough,  I  know  nothing  about 
it  People  keep  asking  me  if  I 
.know  where  he  is,  but  i  have 
never  spoken  to  him.  As  far  as 
I  know.'  he  could  be  in 
Timbuktu.  . 


Edwards  applauds  his 
stylish  composition 


By  Rob  Hughes,  football  correspondent 


IN  THE  stadium  where,  44 
years  ago,  Nat  Loftho  use’s 
extreme  bravery  earned  him 
the  Lion  of  Vienna  eulogy,  the 
cubs  of  Manchester  United 
made  Wednesday  their  night 
Beating  Rapid  Vienna,  with 
two  goals  of  subtlety  and  class 
from  Ryan  Giggs  and  Eric 
Cantona,  they  became  the  first 
English  team  to  reach  the  last 
eight  of  Europe’s  premier  dub 
competition  since  die  ill-fated 
year  of  1985,  the  year  of 
HeyseL 

It  takes  something  to 
progress  these  days,  some¬ 
thing  wrapped  in  millions  and 
millions  of  pounds.  But,  since 
tiie  European  Cup  is  the 
competition  on  which  credibil¬ 
ity  is  judged,  since  what  we 
are  looking  at  now  is  the 
Champions  of  Commerce 
League,  it  was  fitting  that 
Martin  Edwards,  the  chair¬ 
man  and  paymaster  of 
Manchester  United,  should 
have  been  the  one  to  sum  it  up 
succinctly. 

“They  have  shown  what 
they  can  become.-  Edwards 
said.  “The  belief  comes  from 
results  like  this.  I  saw  signs 
that,  when  the  United  team 
have  to  do  it  when  the 
pressures  are  on.  they  can 
perform."1 

Edwards  had  sat  like  foe 
rest  as  cold  as  the  stone  statue' 
of  Franz  Schubert  whose  lyri¬ 
cal  compositions  remain  the 
essence  of  high-minded  Aus¬ 
trian  elegance.  There  was 
elegance,  too.  about  United. 

After  much  profligacy,  and 
some  considerable  nervous¬ 
ness,  they  flowed  through  the 
gram  ranks  of  a  Rapid  Vienna 
side  that  had  avoided  defeat  to 
any  European  comer.  Juven- 
tus  included,  for  their  past  15 
European  home  ties.  Apart 
from  the  goals  there  was.  cm 
tiie  half-hour,  the  sweetest  of 
expressions  from  United.  The 


ball  moved  with  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  Keane.  Irwin.  Cantona, 
Gary  Neville  and  Beckham  — 
half  the  United  side  —  with 
passing  that  bewitched  the 
home  players.  It  was  bom  of 
tiie  kind  of  confidence  that 
after  the  past  few  troubled 
weeks  one  would  not  have 
expected  from  this  United 
team. 

Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  the 
pendulum  is  swinging.  En¬ 
gland's  supremely.  largely 
through  Liverpool  is  a  relic  of 
pre-Heysel  times.  But  now, 
with  help  from  our  imported 
friends  and  with  the  easing  of 


Ferguson:  ready  to  buy? 


the  restriction  on  foreign  play¬ 
ers.  the  English  are  bade 
among  the  nations  that  count 
In  the  three  European  compe¬ 
titions,  Spain  has  four  dubs  in 
the  quarter-finals.  France,  Ita¬ 
ly  and  England  have  three. 

Whisper  it  gently,  for  we 
cannot  afford  a  relapse  into 
arrogance,  but  it  seems  that 
English  dubs  are  regaining 
admiration  across  the  Conti¬ 
nent  Certainly  Manchester 
United,  a  commercial  force 
outgrowing  even  AC  Milan, 


were  laughing  yesterday  when 
the  Stock  Exchange  reopened 
with  an  immediate  leap  of  12p 
on  United  shares,  taking  them 
to  585p.  That  financial  power 
may  have  to  be  spent  between 
now  and  March  5,  when  FC 
Ptorto  visit  Old  Trafford. 

Even  Edwards  conceded: 
“We  don't  budget  for  cup 
success  and  anything  we  get 
from  that  is  a  bonus.  There  is  a 
transfer  window  now.  it  Is  up 
to  tiie  manager  cow,  but  if  be 
wants  to  strengthen  the  squad 
we  are  more  than  capable  of 
supporting  him.” 

That  capability  will  inevita¬ 
bly  raise  tiie  price  at  any  door 
that  Alex  Ferguson  chooses  to 
knock  on.  But  will  United  now 
buy  a  centre  forward,  if  not  in 
the  image  of  Lofthouse,  then  of 
someone  in  the  mould  of 
Fabrizio  Ravanelli. 

He  is  allegedly  not  avail¬ 
able.  Ferguson  has  told  his 
former  captain*  Bryan  Rob¬ 
son.  the  Middlesbrough  man¬ 
ager.  that  he  will  not  procure 
Ravanelli  from  the  Riverside. 
Yet  Ravanelli  is  just  tiie  kind  of 
powerful  finisher  who  could 
convert  the  chances  that  Uni¬ 
ted  squandered  in  Vienna,  and 
from  a  European  perspective 
he  is  not  cup-tied. 

For  reaching  the  quarter¬ 
finals  from  tiie  Champions’ 
League,  for  winning  three 
games  at  £500.000  with  a 
dare-out  of  television  and 
appearance  money.  United 
have  already  banked  dose  to 
£3  million  in  Europe  this 
season,  plus  gate  receipts  ap¬ 
proaching  £1  million  a  match. 
They  will  probably  double 
that  money  in  March  and, 
who  knows,  now  that  the 
competition  becomes  a  knock¬ 
out  affair,  the  pavements  may 
be  paved  with  gold  towards  a 
final  in  Munich  on  May  28th. 

Dreaming  makes  such 
pleasant  music.  “The  Dream 


of  Happiness”  is  an  exhibition 
running  in  Vienna:  it- could 
also  be  the  sensation  that  the 
United  players,  remarkably 
after  losing  concentration  and 
self-belief  in  November,  are 
beginning  to  savour. 

Their  young  faces,  peering 
oufof  the  team  bus  as  it  left  the 
Ernst  Happel  Stadium  on. 
Wednesday  to  choruses  of 
appreciation,  contrasted  vivid¬ 
ly  to  the  stoning,  the  harangu¬ 
ing  with  beer  cans,  bricks  and 
other  objects  that  ushered 
Milan  out  of  die  tournament 
after  defeat  at  the  San  Siro. 

What  folly  Silvio 
Berlusconi,  so  recently  the 
Italian  prime  minister  and  so 
hasty  in  football  matters,  had 
perpetrated?  Last  Sunday,  so 
dose  to  the  judgment  day,  he 
changed  managers,  losing 
faith  in  Oscar  Tabarez  after 
only  a  few  months  and  per¬ 
suading  Arrigb  Saochi  to 
abandon  his  post  as  the  Italy 
coach.  Sacchi  came  in  just  as 
Milan  went  out  and  the  £6 
million  contemplation  of  Mi¬ 
lan  versus  Juventus  was  down 
the  drain. 

Paolo  Maldint  the  emperor 
of  defenders  who  has  lost  the 
fine  doak  of  his  farm  through¬ 
out  this  year,  could  face,  the 
most  astonishing  turnaround 
in  personal  fortunes.  His 
father.  Cesare.  will  coach  Italy 
against  England  at  Wembley 
on  February  12th;  Machiavelli 
could  not  have  devised  a  plot 
more  intricate  than  father 
having  to  drop  son  from  what 
could  be  his  one  and  only 
night  in  charge. 

The  wheel  of  fortune  rattles 
along.  Manchester  United  are 
in  there  with  Borussia  Dort¬ 
mund,  Auxerre,  Ajax.  Atletico 
Madrid.  Praia  Rosenborg 
and,  still  die  champions,  still 
the  likely  victors,  Juventus. 
Another  enemy  for  the  house 
of  Berlusconi. 
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Cantona,  right,  is  embraced  by  Keane  and  Irwin,  left,  after  scoring  the  second  goal 
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GROUP A 

PWOl  F  A  Pto 
6  4  0  2  8  7  12 

Ap«-  ..  „  8  4  0  2  8  4  12 

GCZunch  .6  3  0  3  8  S  9 

Rangers..  ...  6  1  0  5  5  13  3 

RESULTS:  AiB»ie  0  Ajax  1:  Grasshopper 
And  3  Rangers  0:  Ranges  !  Auwna  2: 
Aj®  0  Grasahopp®  ZLcich  1;  fccr.  4 
Rangers  1;  Auxefre  1  Grasshopper  Zurich 
Q  Grawhoppts  Zurich  3  Auenc  1; 
Rangats  0  Aj»  1.  Rangers  2  Grasshopper 
2uA  1.  Ajax  1  Au«ia  Z,  Grasshopper 
Zuich  0  Ajax  i;  Auxene  2  Rsigera  1 . . 

GROUPS 

P  W  O  L  F  A  Pis 

Alh  Madid.  ..6  4  11  I?  4  13 

6  Dortmund.  ..  6  4  1  1  M  8  13 

WW  Lodz - 6  1  1  4  fl  10  4 

SBucnaea.....  6  i  i  4  ;  is  4 

RESULTS:  AMtico  Madrid  4  Staaua  Bu¬ 
charest  O.  Borussa  Oonmnd  2  WW 2m 
Loctz  1.  SB32U3  Bucharest  0  Boaeaaa 
OarVTund  3.  VUdzm  Lodz  1  Attfrim  Uednd 


4:  Stars  Bucharest  1  Wttamr  Lodz  0; 
MUtko  Madrid  o  Borussa  Dortmund  i; 
Wet®*  Lodi  2  State  Bucharest  0; 
Borussa  Dortmund  1  A«tk»  Mednd  2; 
Stan  Bucharest  1  AOeaco  Madrid  1; 
WfcJZBw  Lodz  2  Bonrssn  Dortmund  Z 
Ateboo  Madnd  1  VHdzew  Lodz  0;  Banish 
Dortmund  5  Stan  Bucharest  3. 

GROUP  C 
.  P  W  D  L 

Juwreus - L-6  5  1  0 

Man  Lkd . 6  3  0  3 

Fenertnhge —  6  2  13 

R  Vienna. -  6  0  2  4 

RESULTS:  Jwentus  1  Manchester  United 
0:  Rsptd  VSema  1  Faneibarpe  1; 
Mwchestar  LMted  2  Ttsad  Vitrns  0. 
Fsnertnhw  0  Jurentus  I:  Rapid  Vienna  1 
Juventus  1:  FsnerbahQa  0  Mancheter 
Unted  Z  Juweraus  5  Rapid  Vienna  0; 
Manchester  Urated  0  ftnarbehpi  I;. 
Manchester  United  0  Juwtius  -  V. 
Fanesbahca  1  Rapid  Vhnra  ft  FUptd 
Vienna  OtaKheta  Unted  ft  J&ta—  2 
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GROUPD 
•  P  W  D  L 

FC  Porto.' _ 8  5  1  0 

Rosenborg _ 8  3  0  3 

ACMian -  6  2  13 

Oananbug.....  6-105 
RESULTS:  AC  Mian  2  FC  Potto  ft  FK 

Gothmtetrg  2  Roserborg  ftfC  Pono  2  RC 

Gothartwra  l;  Rosanborg  1  AC  Mlan-ft 

FK  Gcthenbug  2AC  Mgen  1;  Rosvtag  0 
FC  POrto  1:  AC  hOm*  FK  Gotoanburg  ft 
FC  Porto  3  RosanSotg  ft  FC  Porto  I  AC 
MXan  1.- Rosanborg  1  FK  Gotherborg  ft 
AC  Mtan  1  Roortwg  ftFKGodwnhurg  0 
FC  Porto  2. 

GUARIER-FPtALS:  Baruaaw  Dortmund  v 
Auxane:  Ajax  vAEMco  MacMci;  Rosenborg 
v  Juventus;  Maicheasr  Unaedir  FC  Porto 
fW  leg  Mercti  $;  second  leg  March  IS 
S90VFMALS:  Ajax  or  AUMco  Mechid  » 
Man  UW  or  FC  Porto:  Borussa  Dortnund  or 
Auxbobv  Rosenborg  or  Juventus.  . 
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Plymouth  wait  on  Mauge 


By  David  Powell 


IT  MAY  not  be  the  free  role 
with  which  Ronnie  Mauge 
would  wish'  to  be  associated, 
but  he  had  more  space  in 
training  yesterday  than  he 
could  possibly  have  imagined 
at  the  start  of  the  week. 
Remanded  in  custody  for 
seven  days  last  Friday,  he  was 
released  on  bail  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  the  probability  is  that 
Maugi  will  serve  90  minutes 
in  the  Plymouth  Argyfe  mid¬ 
field  in  the  FA  Cup  second- 
round  derby  at  home  to 
Exeter  City  tonight. 


seemed  to  be  leaning  towards 
including  Maugi,  who  scored 

the  goal  at  Wembley  last  May 
that  secured  Plymouth  pro¬ 
motion  to  tiie  Nationwide 
League  second  division  via 
the  play-o  fis..', 

“U I  could  get  away  without 
{flaying  him.".  I  ■  probably 
would,  with  what  he  has  been 
through.*’  Waraock  said.  “1 
have  got  him  living  with  me 
so  I  can  teU  what  land  of  mind 


.  _  .  possessing  _ 
sheath  knife  .and  a  firearms 
offence.  However,  he  was 
freed  on  condition  that  he 
stays  out  of  Plymouth,  except 
to  play  football  and  train,  and 
that  he  lives  in  tiie  Cornwall, 
home  of  Neil  Waraock,  tiie 
Argyfe  manager. 

Whether  Maug6  will  play 
before  Sky's  live  television 
cameras,  in  the  most  eagerly 
awaited  West  Country  derby 
for  more  than  a  decade,  wfll 
depend  on  two  main  factors, 
Waraock  said:  Maugtfs  men¬ 
tal  state  and  the  physical 
condition  of  two  injured  play¬ 
ers.  However,  Waraock 


he  is  in.  I  have  got  one  or  two 
doubts  and  1  wfifl  not  honestly 
know  nntfl  the  afternoon.” 

Wamock  felt  dutybound  to 
back  Mange.  “White  we  can¬ 
not  talk  about  the  charges,  it 
was  up  to  me  to  put  my  full 
support  behind  Jum."4w  said. 
The  Maugt  affair  is  the  latest 
in  aseries  of  anxieties  the  dub 
has  suffered  this  season,  m- 
duding  Waraock  foiling  out 
with  his  chairman.  Dan 
McCauley;  Plymouth  drop¬ 


ping  near  the  relegation  zone 
and  the  manager  saying  tiie 
dub  is  In  crisis. ; 

"Exeter,  meanwhile,  have 
risen  fromnearthefbotofthc 
third  division  and  are  unbeat¬ 
en  in  six  matches.  Peter  Fox, 
the  manager,  is  relishing  tiie 
prospect  of  Ids  chib's  first  FA 
Cup  victory  over  Plymouth. 
Each  of  The  three  previous 
encounters  haw  ended  24)  to 
■  Plymouth.  “All  the  pressure  is 
on  than.”  Fox  said  ^yesterday. 
“They  need  to  win.  They  have 
got  to  get  through  because 
they  are  the  big  dob.”  . 

A  crowd  of  12,000  is  likely 
and,  for  Exeter  especially,  the 
money  is  crudaL  After  two 
years  m  administration,  tiie 
dub  -is  only  beginning  to 
recover  from  what  Fox 
described  as  'an  asset  strip¬ 
ping  task  to  head  off  complete 
dosure".'  ■ 

Exeter  expect  to  make 
£80000  to  £100.000  out  of  the 
tie;  “We  were  budgeting  for 
voy  fittie  money  out  of  the  FA 
Cup  and  all  of  a  sudden  we 
have  had  a  little  windfall” 
Fox  said.  “We  were  seven 
minutes  away  from  going  to 
the  waJL-so  tar  us  now  to  be  - 
looking  at  this,  is 
tremendous.” 


Iversen 


By  Russell  Kempson 


ON  WEDNESDAY  night, 
Steffen  Iversen  helped  Ros¬ 
enborg  win  .  2-1  against  AC 
Milan  in  foe  magnificent  San 
Siro  stadium,  in  Italy.  It  gave 
tiie  Norwegian  champions  a 
surprise  quarter-final  berth  in 
the  European  Gup.  Yesterday, 
no  more  than  ten  hours  later, 
he  arrived  in  England  to 
complete  his  move  to  Totten¬ 
ham  Hotspur.  a  dub  in  appar¬ 
ent  crisis  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership. 

The  stark  contrast  was  not 
lost  on  Iversen,  scorer. of  13 
goals  in  17  matches  for  Nor¬ 
way  Under-Zls.  The  deal  had 
already  been  done  before 
Rosenborg's  unexpected  vic¬ 
tory,  however,  and  there  was 
no  grang  bade.  ... 

Even  the  loss  of  a  Caribbean 
holiday  be  had  planned,  to 
coincide  with  the  end  of  the 
Norwegian,  season,  was  ac¬ 
cepted.  with  &  philosophical 
shrug.  “I  had  sighed  for 
Tottenham  no  matter  what 
happened  in  Iialy,"  Iversen.  a 
6ft  2n  striker,  said.  “I  had  a 
good  impression  of  die  dub 
when  I  visited  it  recently  and  I 
hope  I  have  made  the  right 
chou*- 

“I  have  had  a.tong  season  at 
home;  it  started  in  April,  and 
tiiafS  why  I.  asked  if  I  could 
havea vacation,  {understand 
that  it  is  not  possible  and  I  wfll 
just  have  to  gel  on  with  ft.” 

-  Iversen,  2D,  is  Kkdy  to  make 
his  ddmt  against  Coventry 
City  -at  Highfidd  Road  on 
Saturday,  replacing  Chris 
.Armstrong  alongside  Teddy 
Sheringham  in  the  attack 
Armstrong  sustained  a  thigh 
injury  in  the  2-0  home  defeat 
by  Iiverpool  on  Monday. 

-  His  absence  temporarily 
relieves  Gerry  Francis,  tiie 
Tottenham  manager,  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  decide  how  to  accommo- 
d«e  all  three  in  his  usual  44-2 
formation.  -When  Armstrong 
is  fit.  Sheringham  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  erven  a  more  deep-lying 


“I've  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  effort  in  getting 
Steffen  here,"  .Francis  said. 
“Rosenborg  had  a  Jot  of  inter- 
cst  from  other  dubs  but  we  did 
our  homework  and  got  to 
know  him  and  his  fomity 
while  .everyone  else  was 
sleeping.”--.  : 

Iversen.  who  has  signed  a 
five-year:  contract,  joins;  Tot¬ 
tenham  in  a  £25.  million  deal. . 
Frauds  also”  revealed  yester¬ 
day  that  Ian  Walker  had  ag¬ 
reed  a  five-year  extension  to 
his  existing  contract,  ending 
speculation  that  the  England 
goalkeeper  .was.  unsettled  at. 
White  Hart  Lane. 

-*TTn  glad  to  have  sorted  it 
out  at  last,”  Walker  said. 
“Steffen  joining  us  should  give 
everyone  a  big  lift,  too  ”  . 
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FOOTBALL:  NEAL'S  JOB  IN  DPI  )RT  AS  NEW  POWER  EMERGES  AT  MANCHESTER  CITY 

*  Capital  gains  count  against  Lee 


Nitm 

iran«fe 

her* 


Br  David  Maddock 

MANCHESTER  City  share¬ 
holders  yesterday  voted  to 
expand  their  share  capital  to 
allow  Stephen  Baler.  a  mil¬ 
lionaire  businessman,  a  25 
cent  stake  in  the  company 
The  move  signals,  effectively,' 
a  toss  o£  controlling  interest  in 
the  dub  for  Francis  Lee,  who 
will  remain  as  chairman  for 
foe  unmediate  future. 

Boler  will  become  the  big¬ 
gest  single  shareholder  in  the 
club  when  he  takes  up  the 
rights  issue  in  January.  He 
w£H  pay  £5  million  for  approx¬ 
imately  six  million  shares,  as 
will  John  Wardle,  of  JD 
Sports,  raising  a  total  of  E10 
million,  which  will  be  made 
available  for  transfers. 

As  the  sequence  of  events 
unravelled  at  the  club*  annu¬ 
al  meeting,  the  long-term 
future  of  the  club  was  gradual¬ 
ly  mapped  out.  Boler.  while 
declining  a  place  on  the  board, 
will  be  represented  by  Ashley  * 
lewis,  and  will  dictate  the 
m  direction  of  the  public  limited 
company.  He  is  hoping  to 
take  City  back  into  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  and  then 
float  the  company. 

One  of  his  first  moves  will 
be  to  address  the  problem  of 
the  club’s  management  Yes¬ 
terday,  in  a  statement  to 
shareholders,  he  vowed  to 
strengthen  the  leadership, 
and  that  will  lead  to  an 
immediate  search  for  a  new 
manager.  Phil  Neal  is  in 
charge  at  present,  but  is 
unlikely  id  remain  so. 

Lewis,  speaking  at  the  meet¬ 
ing,  said  Boler,  one  of  Britain’s 
richest  men.  will  play  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  the  running  of  the 
dub.  "There  will  be  changes,” 
he  said  "We  will  move  for¬ 
ward  with  stronger  manage¬ 
ment  within  the  next  tew 
months.  Stephen  will  be 
involved  in  decision  making 
through  regular  meetings 
with  the  chairman,  and  will 
also  help  support  the  financial 
side  of  the  club." 


Boler  promises  that  he  will  he  quick  to  exert  a  significant  influence  at  Maine  Road.  Photograph:  News  Team 


Lee.  who  took  control  of 
City  three  years  ago  on  a  wave 
of  popular  support:  has  been 
forced  into  something  of  a 
dim bd own.  Heralded  as  the 
man  to  bring  back  the  good 
times  to  Maine  Road,  he  has 
instead  presided  over  one  of 
the  worst  periods  in  the  dub’s 
history.  They  have  slumped  to 
their  lowest  position  in  living 
memory,  fourth  from  bottom 
of  the  Nationwide  League  first 
division,  and  their  debts  and 
liabilities  now  total  in  excess  of 
£26  million. 

He  has.  he  said,  been  inhib¬ 


ited  by  a  lack  of  capital,  a 
situation  that  he  claimed  has 
now  been  resolved.  “The  cadi 
investment  will  be  made  and 
we  will  get  stuck  in.  give  it  a 
real  go  and  see  if  we  can  make 
it  work."  Lee  said.  "If  that  is 
not  good  enough  in  12  months' 
time,  then  I  might  have  a  look 
at  my  position.  If  we  go  down 
tins  season  I  won't  have  to, 
because  I  will  have  jumped  off 
thestand." 

Considering  the  parlous 
state  of  the  dub,  Lee  got  off 
rather  lightly  at  a  meeting 
that  usually  •  provides  fire¬ 


works.  Still,  the  cynical  City 
fafrhfol  had  their  moments, 
usually  in  die  form  of  die 
weary  irony  in  which  the 
dub's  supporters  are  well 
versed.  "I  don't  get  much 
pleasure  going  to  a  football 
match  at  the  moment."  Lee 
said,  as  one  line  of  defence. 
"We  haven’t  for  years,"  a 
supporter  replied. 

There  was,  however,  a 
serious  warning  from  Elliot 
Rashman,  the  manager  of 
Simply  Red,  the  pop  group. 
"We  need  a  reality  check  here, 
we  are  fourth  bottom  of  the 


first  division  and  the  dub  has 
made  ridiculous  derisions 
over  the  past  two  years."  he 
said.  "This  is  a  poor  board, 
and  they  have  taken  this  dub 
down.  Alan  Ball  was  a  dis¬ 
graceful  appointment." 

Boler  is  likely  to  ensure  such 
mistakes  are  not  repeated. 
"We  have  taken  advice,  and 
we  believe  City  have  the 
financial  potential  to  put  them 
among  the  top  six  football 
dubs.  Stephen  believes  we  can 
achieve  that,"  Lewis  said.  All 
Manchester  City  supporters 
are  praying  he  is  right. 


Emerson  keeps  Middlesbrough  waiting 


By  Peter  Ball 

IT  SOUNDS  like  a  novel 
about  flying  by  Captain  W.  E. 
Johns  —  Emerson  Fails  to 
Return.  Certainly,  the  saga  of 
Middlesbrough’s  missing 
midfielder  is  rapidly  becom¬ 
ing  long  enough  to  fill  a  book, 
with  the  Brazilian  adding 
another  chapter  yesterday 
when  he  failed  again  to  board 
a  plane  back  to  England  from 


Rio.  leaving  his  relationship 
with:  the  dub  at  an  impasse. 

Middlesbrough .  are  refus¬ 
ing  to  take  the  easy  way  out 
and  sell  .  Emerson. -and  Keith 
Lamb,  the  chief  executive,  has 
visited  Barcelona  and  Parma 
— both  of  whom  are  said  to  be 
interested  in  signing  the  play¬ 
er  —  to  warn  them  off  any 
further  attempts  to  offer  him  a 
move  away  from  Tees  side.  On 
his  return.  Lamb  reiterated 


Middlesbrough’s  readiness  to 
leave  Emerson  locking  his 
heels  an  a  Brazilian  beach  for 
four  years  rather  than  let  him 
leave. 

"We  can  afford  to  write 
Emerson  off.”  he  said,  "but 
I’m  not  sure  whether  the 
can  afford  not  to  play 
•  for  four  years.  There’s 
a  hidden  agenda,  that’s  what 
makes  us  angry,  and  we  won’t 
be  blackmailed.  His  wife’s 


alleged  problems  are  at  the 
root  of  this,  but  these  dubs 
have  been  orchestrating  this 
performance  for  the  past 
month.” 

There  was  one  glimmer  of 
hope  of  a  resolution  yesterday, 
Emerson  reportedly  teffing  a 
Portuguese  journalist  that  he 
would  like  to  continue  playing 
for  Middlesbrough, .  if  his  wife 
can  be  persuaded. 

"1  like  Middlesbrough  as  a 
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Sheehan  on  bridge 

By  Robert  Sheehan 
BRIDGE  CORRESPONDENT 

In  the  past  two  refreshers  ! 
have  been  discussing  the  play 
of  high  cards  to  encourage  and 
low-  cards  to  discourage.  I 
mentioned  that  what  is  a 
"high"  card  sometimes  only 
becomes  dear  on  the  next 
round  of  the  suit  These  “atti¬ 
tude"  signals  are  used  when 
your  partner  leads  a  suit,  or 
when  you  are  discarding. 

Today  J  am  discussing 
length-showing  signals.  These 
most  usually  occur  when  the 
declarer  or  dummy  leads  a 
suit.  First,  why  is  a  length- 
showing  signal  necessary?  It  is 
to  enable  your  partner  to 
judge  when  to  take  his  high 
cards.  This  is  the  classical 
example: 

♦  KQJio 


whether  you  have  an  odd  or 
art  even  number  of  cards,  but, 
if  East  had,  say,  52  (from 
which  he  plays  the  five)  West 
would  not  be  able  to  distin¬ 
guish  it  from  say  985  (from 
which  East  also  plays  the  five) 
until  the  second  round. 

When  you  are  petering  from 
four  cards,  in  general  you 
should  play  the  second  high¬ 
est.  However,  when  it  is  dear 
that  your  spot  cards  have  no 
trick-taking  relevance,  you 
should  play  the  highest  So 
here  you  play  the  nine  from 
holding  (iii)-  Notice  that  will 
get  over  the  message  of  an 
even  number  more  quickly. 

In  the  nexr  example,  the 
length  signal  does  not  alter  the 
play  in  the  key  suit,  but  may 
affect  the  subsajuehr  play:  . 


fB)  *»a 

*Ax*M  t"-  *|  (B)  *982 
<BI)*9752 

*X*W 

•i* 

This  is  the  spade  suit  in  a  No- 
trump  contract  and  dummy 
has  no  side  entry.  When  the 
declarer  leads  the  suit.  West 
wants  to  hold  up  the  ace  until 
the  declarer  is  out  of  the  suit 
but  he  does  nor  want  to  hdd 
up  too  long-  That  is,  if  the 
declarer  has  two  cards  m  the 
suit.  West  should  rake  the 
second  round,  but,  if  he  has 
three  cards.  West  holds  up  to 
the  third  round.  The  solution 
is  for  East  to  show  his  length 
in  the  suit.  He  plays  pfay  mgh- 
low  (called  a  “prterTwith  an 
even  number  of  cards,  and 
low-high  with  an  odd  number. 

So.  from  holding  (i).3?u 

able  to  tell  immediately 


(9  *82 
(19*832 


*  A  QJ  9  - 

Era* 

*K765 

(9  .4 1 0*3 
09*104 


Conditions  as  before:  this  is 
the  spade  suit  in  a  No-trump 
contract,  and  dummy  is 
entryless.  When  declarer  leads 
the  ten  of  spades.  West  must 
show  his  length,  by  playing 
foe  eight  from  (0  and  the  two 
from  (ii).  In  either  case.  East 
should  duck  smoothly,  intend¬ 
ing  to  win  next  time.  If 

declarer  repeats  the  finesse,  in 

case  (i),  East  can  see  declarer 
has  three  spade  Tricks,  and  so 
may  nod  to  find  some  dra¬ 
matic  defence.  In  case  (u).  East 
can  see  dummy  is  dead  and 
can  defend  accordingly. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  bn  Saturday. 
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By  Philip  Howard 


MARlTDDESFOnSM 

a.  A  Roman  Catholic  sect 

b.  Drunkenness 

c.  Bullying  one?  wife  ;  . 

DIDaPPER  ‘ 

a.  A  napkin 

b.  A  diving  bird 

c  Natty  and  dapper 


BELOMANCY 

a.  Living  with  beasts 

b.  Prognostication 
a  Madness 
STUPEFYING 

a.  Catatonic 

b.  Stupendous 

c  Making  stupid 

Answers  oil  page  46 


Keene  %  chess 

- a - 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Tactical  fiend 

Itis  well  known  that  computer 
programs  exhibit  immense 
tactical  rather  than  strategical 
strength.  It  is  rare  that  a 
program  overlooks  any  tacti¬ 
cal  solution.  In  the  recent 
slaughter  by  Fritz4  against  the 
Slovenia  national  team,  one  of 
the  human  players  took  the 
risk  of  playing  the  highly 
tactical  Evans  Gambit  against 
the  Silicon  brain,  but  White 
was  duly  cut  down  by  a  perfect 
response  from  the  imperturb¬ 
able  opponent 
White:  Grosar 
Black:  Fritz4 
Bled;  November  1996 
Evans  Gambit 

1  B4  .  *5 

2  NS  Nc6 

3  Bc4  Bc5 

A  b4  Bxb4 

5  c3  Ba5  ■  - 

6  d4  dE 

7  Qb3  007 

B  cbce5  Bbe 

9  Nbd2  Na5 

to  at*  Nxe4 

11  Nxc4  Bc5 

12  Qb3  Qc6 

13  Nte3  Be6 

14  Nd5  0-0-0 

15  0-0  Gae¬ 
ls  Qc2  dxs5 

17  NsteS  N97 

18  Be3  N*£ 

19  Bxc5  « 

20  m  NM 

21  Rfdl  BC4 

22  N©1  Rxdl 

23  Rxdl  Re8 

24  Be3  Ne2+ 

25  KM  Qxa2 

26  Qxa2  Bxa2 

27  Ral  N*C3 

20  S  ReB 

29  h4  BS 

30  h5  Bbl 

31  Kgl  .  Rdl 

32. KC  Bxe4 

33  Ra3  NbS 

34  Ra4  Bc6 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Alekhine  — 
Borochow,  California,  1932. 
How  did  White  farce  a  quick 
conclusion,  using  the  open 
lines  on  the  ldngsSde  to  maxi¬ 
mum  effect? 


35 

Rg* 

Ref7 

36 

No? 

Bd5 

37 

NcW 

NdB 

38 

Rtt 

h6 

39 

NJ5 

Nxf5 

40 

FW5 

b5 

41 

Bc5 

35 

42 

g4 

Kb7 

43 

Bfa 

-  Kc6 

44 

14 

Be6 

45' 

Rc5+  ' 

KbB 

46 

15 

Bc4 

47 

S5  ' 

tags 

48 

K03 

34 

49 

KB 

«3 

50 

h6 

a2 

51 

h7 

aid 

52 

Rxo4 

QI1  + 

53 

Kg4.  . 

Qa2+ 

White  resigns 

Diagram  affinal  position 


9  h 

Fritz’s  8-2  victory  against  Slo¬ 
venia,  albeit  in  30-minute 
chess,  is  a  gigantic  stride 
forward  for  the  reputation  of 
machines  in  their  battle 
againsthuman  grandmasters. 

Times  book 

The  Times  Winning  Moves  2 
contains  240  chess  puzzles 
from  .international  grand¬ 
master  Raymond  Keene's 
daily  column  in  The  Times. 
and  is  available  now 
from  bookshops  or  from 
B.  T.  Batsford  Ltd  (td:  01376 
321276)  at  £6.99  phis  postage 
and  packing. 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


Solution  on  page  46 
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friendly."  he  said  "1  enjoy 
being  in  England  and  think  I 
have  adapted  to  the  style  of 
football  quite  weD. 

“But  I  am  starting  to  live  a 
drama.  My  wife  is  ill.  She  has 
some  difficulties  to  contend 
with.  She  doesn’t  like  Middles¬ 
brough  as  she  feels  it  is  too 
cold  And  I  find  it  hard  ro 
concentrate  on  football  as  my 
wife  is  unhappy  at  the  thought 
of  living  in  Middlesbrough." 

Peter  Johnson,  the  Evertun 
chairman,  suggested  yester¬ 
day  that  the  club  might  leave 
Goodison  Park  for  a  new 
stadium.  "We  are  one  pf  the 
best  dubs  in  the  Premiership, 
and  we  need  a  more  modern 
stadium.”  Johnson  said. 


When  parting  proves 
such  sweet  sorrow 


There  is  a  ritual  that 
takes  place  at  football 
matches;  about  five 
minutes  from  the  end 
People  start  to  stand  up, 
tighten  (heir  scarves  and 
head  selfconsciously  _  to¬ 
wards  the  exit,  sometimes 
shepherding  small  children, 
as  if  this  forms  a  respectable 
excuse  for  their  pathetic  lack 
of  backbone. 

We  purists  let  them  go,  of 
course;  disdaining  them,  we 
nevertheless  stand  up  to  let 
them  squeeze  past.  We  for¬ 
bear  to  mention  that  if  they 
did  this  sort  of  thing  at  77ie 
Seagull,  they  would  never 
know  Konstantin  shoots 
himself.  But  when  they  have 
finally  gone  (they  sometimes 
linger  at  (he  top  of  steps, 
indulging  in  a  last,  wistful 
look)  we  cross  our  arms, 
renew  our  flagging  interest 
in  the  game  ana  pray  hard 
for  that  great,  late  goal  that 
will  go  down  in  footy  history; 
the  goal  that  those  perfidious 
namby-pambies  will  hear 
from  the  car-park,  malting 
them  fed  sick. 

[  left  a  match  early  on 
Saturday,  you  see.  And  I  was 
tom.  But  it  was  Sheffield 
Wednesday  v  West  Ham 
United  at  Hillsborough,  a 
goalless  draw  of  the  worst 
variety,  in  which  a  heavy  ball 
ricocheted  tiresomely  back 
and  forth  between  rival  play¬ 
ers  —  with  three  stupid 
transactions  to  every  intelli¬ 
gent  one. 

As  entertainment,  it  was  as 
frustrating  as  hearing 
amnesiacs  recount  the  plot  of 
Pulp  Fiction  or  watching 
Laurel  and  Hardy  get  the 
piano  up  the  steps.  Only 
when  1  made  my  momentous 
derision  to  leave  did  1  realise 
that  I  had  just  spent  85 

minutes  with  my  _ 

hands  on  my  head, 
trying  to  pull  myself 
up  physically  by  the 
hair. 

So  1  figured  thus:  if 
I  walked  tost  1  could 
reach  the  car  in  three 
minutes  and  be  listen-  ___ 
ing  to  Radio  5  Live  an  ~ 
the  road  before  the  others 
even  came  out 
Could  I  five  with  myself  if 
Konstantin  pulled  the  trigger 
in  my  absence?  Normally, 
no.  But  the  lure  of  the  Ml 
was  too  much.  If  he  shot 
himself  today,  1  decided.  I 
would  send  him  a  postcard 
from  Newport  PagnelL 
God,  it  was  boring.  West 
Ham  supporters  jeered 
“what  a  load  of  rubbish"  and 
nobody  disagreed;  in  feet 
most  people  nodded  grimly. 
When  teams  play  as  badly  as 
this  —  malting  no  space, 
huddling  together  in  knots — 
a  horrible  thing  happens: 
they  appear  to  multiply  on 
the  pitch. 


LYNNE  TRUSS 


Kicking  and 
Screaming 


At  one  point  in  the  second 
half  T  could  swear  (here 
were  40  of  them  down  there. 
“It's  too  crowded,"  I  said  to 
nobody  in  particular.  "Send 
half  of  them  off.  that  would 
get  things  moving." 

The  best  bit  was  the  music. 
The  cheerful  Kop  band  re¬ 
lentlessly  played  their  walls- 
of-Jericho  stuff,  with 
sackbut,  trumpet  and  drum, 
but  it  is  often  like  this:  their 
warm,  exotic  beat  made  no 
difference  to  the  leaden  per¬ 
formance  on  the  pitch.  In 
feet  the  disparity  between 
the  support  and  the  play 
became  quite  disturbing  —  it 
suggested  a  level  of  denial 
dangerous  to  the  psyche. 

Meanwhile,  the  dour  Wed¬ 
nesday  supporter  beside  me 
just  remarked  with  a  curled 
Up:  “Making  notes?”  I 
smiled  inanely,  which  pre¬ 
sumably  confirmed  his  sus¬ 
picions.  Only  a  girl  would 
make  notes  at  a  match  such 
as  Ms  one. 

So.  with  five  minutes  left  1 


‘I  was  tom,  but  it  was 
a  goalless 
draw  of  the 
worst  variety’ 

sneaked  out  And  despite  the 
guilt  it  was  the  best  moment 
of  the  afternoon.  Outside  in 
the  dark  I  joined  a  warm 
flood  of  earty-teavers  and 
found  more  space  and  move¬ 
ment  than  I  had  seen  inside 
in  the  whole  game. 

While  the  steadfast 
parists  continued 
to  murmur  the  odd 
“ooohP  within,  we  namby- 
pambies  ran  away  from  the 
stadium  in  all  directions,  as 
if  Bruce  Willis  had  just  told 
us  it  was  about  to  explode. 

Of  course,  the  rest  of  the 
week  it  has  been  footy  every 
night,  which  helped  to  heal 
the  wound.  "Can't  go  out.  it's 


footy,"  was  a  sentence  I  never 
thought  1  would  say.  "Got  to 
gel  home  now,  it’s  footy"  — 
there's  another. 

1  have  been  phoning 
people  to  chuckle  over 
McManaman’s  goal  against 
Tottenham  Hotspur  on 
Monday,  to  admire 
Beckham's  sterling  work  on 
Wednesday  for  Manchester 
United;  or  to  wax  indignant 
about  the  vicious  fouling  on 
Sunday  between  Chelsea 
and  Leeds  United.  “Why 
don't  they  just  give  them 
guns?"  I  say,  wildly  (I  still 
haven’t  hit  the  right  tone  for 
footy  banter)- 

But  this  is.  of  course,  the 
real  pleasure  of  this  job.  Just 
as  becoming  freelance  was  a 
means  of  finding  out  what 
cats  do  all  day,  in  learning 
about  football  I  am  finding 
out  what  men  do  with  their 
entire  lives.  And  it  is  fascinat¬ 
ing.  It  toms  out  that  there  is  a 
footy  organ  in  the  brain  (and 
we  have  all  got  it)  that  starts 
very  small  but  has  potential 
to  expand  infinitely,  bigger 
and  bigger,  usurping  the 
entire  consciousness  at  last — 
and  men  have  no  control 
over  it  Tragically,  they  lack 
the  vital  footy  suppressor 
hormone! 

1am  so  glad  I  found  ouL 
This  footy  organ  is  to 
blame  for  all  sorts  of 
things  that  alienate  the  non- 
footy  person.  It  thrives,  for 
example,  on  the  casual  sub¬ 
stitution  of  “Crazy  Gang"  for 
“Wimbledon"  or  "Loftus 
Road"  for  “QPR".  Catching 
up  with  this  lingo  is  not  easy, 
you  know,  if  your  footy 
suppressor  hormone  has 
been  doing  Its  job  since  birth. 
Before  September,  Old 
Trafford  and  Stamford 

_  Bridge  were  the  only 

stadiums  I  knew  by 
name.  St  James'  Park 
was  a  place  to  feed 
ducks.  The  idea  of 
Owls  being  beaten  by 
Hammers  would  have 
conjured  up  an  alann- 
_ _  ing  picture  in  my 
_  mind. 

Now  that  my  own  footy 
organ  has  been  jump- 
started,  however.  I  am 
excperiendng  first-hand  the 
blank  looks  1  formerly  gave, 
and  it  is  weird.  In  a  travel 
agent's  m  Brighton  on  Tues¬ 
day  afternoon.  1  was  chatting 
with  two  nice  women  about 
typhoid  jabs,  when  my  foot¬ 
ball  pager  buzzed  fhrillingly 
in  my  pocket  I  drew  it  oul 
"Emerson  has  gone  AWOL 
again!”  I  announced,  delight¬ 
edly.  And  they  looked  at  me 
as  if  I  had  just  spoken  in  dog 
language.  1  said:  "Are  you 
not  interested  in  football, 
then?”  And  it  was  quite 
astonishing:  they  really,  real¬ 
ly  were  not 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


Retuning  of  BBC’s  raring  Rich  should  pull  their  weight 


From  the  Controller  of 
Television  Sport.  BBC 
Sir,  It  was  ironic  that  your 
report  (December  Z)  of  alleged 
concerns  in  the  racing  indus¬ 
try  that  race  sponsors  suffer 
unfairly  in  comparison  with 
other  sports  shown  on  BBC 
Television  was  printed  along¬ 
side  a  photograph  of  the  two 
leading  horses  in  last  Satur¬ 
day's  Hennessy  Cognac  Gold 
Cup. 

Both  horses,  (Ike  all  the 
others;  in  the  race,  were  promi¬ 
nently  displaying  the  spon¬ 
sor’s  name  on  their  saddle 
cloths  to  a  television  audience 
of  three  million  —  as  well  as  to 
your  readers. 

Further  claims  that  BBC 
racecourses  are  losing  out 
compared  to  Channel  4  and 
the  Racing  Channel  are  not 
substantiated  by  viewing  fig¬ 
ures.  Racing  coverage  on 
Grandstand  remains  easily 
the  most  watched,  with  audi¬ 
ences  usually  two  or  three 
times  higher  than  on  other 
channels.  The  peak  on  Chan¬ 
nel  4  last  Saturday  was 
S00.000. 

You  also  report  an 
un attributed  claim  mat  Julian 
Wilson  uses  BBC  broadcasts 
as  a  platform  for  personal 
opposition  to  Sunday  racing. 
This  is  untrue.  Furthermore, 
derisions  about  which  meet¬ 
ings  are  shown  on  Sundays 
are  taken  by  programme  man¬ 
agement,  and  are  largely 


influenced  by  the  competitive 
nature  of  other  sporting 
events.  However,  top  quality 
meetings  like  the  Ascot  Festi¬ 
val,  Pnx  de  J’Arc  de  Triomphe 
at  Longchamp  and  the  Irish 
Derby  will  again  be  on 
Grandstand's  Sunday  list  in 
1997. 

Yours  faithfully 
JONATHAN  MARTIN. 
Controller, 

Television  Sport, 

BBC 

Room  5106. 

Television  Centre. 

Wood  Lane.  W12. 

From  Miss  Dorothy  Millham 
Sir,  At  last  someone  apart 
from  me  has  realised  that  poor 
old  “Auntie's"  racing  coverage 
needs  tarting  up.  The  ancient 
car  that  follows  the  races 
epitomises  the  image.  All 
those  tired  reminiscences 
about  "horses  I  have  ridden” 
are  an  anachronism.  Let’s 
have  some  new  blood  and  see 
the  horses  before  the  off  as 
well  as  the  presentations: 

I  hope  Sir  Paul  Fox,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Racecourse  Associ¬ 
ation.  gets  his  meeting  with 
Jonathan  Martin,  of  the  BBC 
and  tells  him  how  sad  the 
coverage  is.  Channel  4  has 
captured  Cheltenham  and 
must  be  in  the  wings  waiting 
w  pounce. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DOROTHY  MILLHAM. 

37  Gloucester  Road,  SW7. 


From  Mr  Steve  Thoms 
Sir,  fitter  Bali’S  observations 
on  the  Coca-Cola  Cup  (Nov¬ 
ember  29)  made  sad  reading  to 
me  as  a  supporter  of  a  non- 
leading  (ie,  non-rich)  club, 
Wimbledon.  Why  should  the 
competition  lose  credibility,  as 
he  states,  because  most  of  the 
big  dubs  are  out?  The  lack  of 
appeal  to  sponsors  is  his 
answer,  but  is  the  competition 
purely  for  their  benefit? 

Ipswich  are  mentioned  as 
possible  finalists  —  and  by  this 
kind  of  argument  there  was  no 
credibility  in  their  champion¬ 


ship  year  of  1961-62  under  Alf 
Ramsey.  It  would  be  more  to 
the  point  if  the  big  dubs 
fielded  their  first  teams  and 
gave  100  per  cent  effort.  Jl 
would  also  be  fairer  to  their 
supporters,  who  pay  serious 
money  for  tickets. 

Ball  looks  on  a  possible 
Ipswich  v.  Wimbledon  final 
with  some  contempt.  I  say  that 
the  rich  dubs  do  not  have  a 
divine  right  any  competition. 
Yours  sincerely. 

STEVE  THOMS. 

16  Chestnut  Avenue. 

West  Wickham,  Kent. 


Rugby  challenge 

From  Mr  BHl  Lowes 
Sir,  I  agree  with  Gerald  Da¬ 
vies  (November  29)  that  there 
is  a  glut  of  high-quality  rugby 
at  present  in  the  British  Isles. 
Football  has  this  all  the  time 
and  yet  it  still  manages  live- 
figure  crowds.  The  challenge 
for  rugby  union  is  to  make  the 
game  a  viable  alternative  to 
association  football  for  the 
spectators.  For  far  too  long 
rugby  union  has  been  a  closed 
shop  to  those  who  have  not 


played  the  game.  We  must 
spread  the  word,  both  playing 
and  soda!,  to  those  who  have 
had  little  or  no  contact  with 
the  sport. 

Davies  should  stop  looking 
back  at  those  insular  days  of 
the  1960s  and  1970s,  put  his 
thinking  cap  on  and  find  ways 
of  attracting  the  outside  public 
into  the  game  without  attract¬ 
ing  the  undesirables. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BILL  LOWES. 

School  House, 

Braithwaite,  Doncaster. 


Peak  performance 

From  Mr  George  Brink 
Sir,  Alix  Ramsay  (November 
29)  attacked  the  All  England 
Women's  Hockey  Association 
(AEWHA)  for  its  poor  organis¬ 
ation  of  having  league  games 
on  a  Saturday  and  cup  games 
on  the  following  day. 
However,  the  players  in- 


S  ports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  0171-782  5211. 
They  should  indude  a 
daytime  telephone  number. 


volved  in  these  games  aspire 
to  play  in  international  tour¬ 
naments  where  they  will  be 
expected  to  play  every  day  for 
seven  to  ten  days  at  a  level  that 
far  exceeds  AEWHA  league 
competition. 

They  will  also  be  expected  to 
perforin  to  a  peak  that  will 
exceed  the  press’s  often  unre¬ 
alistic  expectations  of  our  top 
athletes. 

Yours  sincerely, 

GEORGE  BRINK. 

338  Rugby  Road, 

Burbage,  Hinckley. 
Leicestershire. 


Outside  agency 

From  MrR.  D.  I.  Simpson 
Sir,  With  reference  to  the 
windblown  flagstick  moving  a 
ball  at  rest  (Sports  Letters. 
November  22, 29),  I  agree  that 
neither  the  Rules  of  Golf  nor 
the  Derisions  specifically  deal 
■with  the  matter,  but  I  suggest 
that  the  ball  should  be  re¬ 
placed  without  penalty. 

A  flagstick  at  rest  on  the 
green  is  simply  an  obstruction 
(cf.  Decision  1-2/3).  When 
moved  by  the  wind  it  therefore 
becomes  an  outside  agency, 
like  the  tumbling  tumbleweed 
of  18-1/6  and  the  plastic  bag  of 
18-1/7. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RONALD  SIMPSON. 

3  Sherwood  Avenue. 

Ruislip,  Middlesex. 


Generous  Haynes 

From  MrDennie  Mancini 
Sir,  Johnny  Haynes  was 
capped  56  times  for  England, 
22  times  as  captain.  He  has 
given  ail  his  caps  away,  bar 
the  first  one  from  the  game 
against  Northern  Ireland  in 
Belfast  when  he  played  along¬ 
side  Stanley  Matthews. 

Some  of  the  caps  have  gone 
to  friends  but  most  of  them  to 
charity.  Last  Friday,  at  a 
fundraising  evening  at  Ful¬ 
ham  Football  Club,  a  cap  was 
auctioned  and  sold  for  £4,100. 

The  generosity  of  this  very 
sped  a!  man  deserves  to  be 
recorded. 

Yours  respectfully, 

DENNIE  MANCINI. 

16  Rosedew  Road, 
Hammersmith,  W6. 
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CRICKET:  HOLUOAKE'S  TEAM  GIVE  THEIR  SENIORS  YET  ANOTHER  LESSON  IN  THE  ART  OF  WINNING 


England  A 
continue 
victorious 
progress 

From  Alan  Lee.  cricket  correspondent 

IN  SYDNEY 


SIDNEY  (England  A  won  the 
toss):  England  A  beat  New 
South  Wales  by  fwo  wickets 

AT  LEAST  one  England  crick¬ 
et  team  has  begun  to  think 
itself  invincible.  Rising  oblivi¬ 
ously  above  the  travails  of 
their  seniors  in  Zimbabwe,  the 
touring  A  team  yesterday  re¬ 
versed  the  regular  English 
tendency  by  winning  a  match 
it  was  far  easier  to  lose.  A 
stirring  win  it  was,  too. 

Despite  declining  to  162  for 
seven  in  pursuit  of  244  to  beat 
New  South  Wales,  Adam 
Hollioake*  irrepressibles  ral¬ 
lied  to  win  with  three  balls  to 
spare. 

A  resounding  cover-driven 
four  from  the  uncomplicated 
bat  of  Ashley  Giles  kept  the 
A  team  unbeaten  since  the 
opening  match  of  their  tour 
and  drew  raucous  acclaim 
from,  the  English  majority  in  a 
meagre  crowd. 

The  facile  may  say  that  New 
South  Wales  were  without  five 
of  theirTest  players.  The  truth 
is  that  they  usually  are.  It 
might  also  be  said  that  Greg 
Matthews  was  a  non-playing 
captain,  as  he  chose  neither  to 
bat  nor  bowL  This,  however,  is 
but  more  evidence  of  the 
man  Is  eccentricity,  further  am¬ 
munition  for  those  already 
agitating  to  remove  him  from 
the  captaincy.  It  does  not 
detract  from  the  character  of 
England*  win. 

If  die  result  surprised  many, 
the  fixture  itself  seemed  to 
surprise  the  Sydney  Cricket 
Ground,  where  stewards  were 
hurrying  around  unlocking 
gates  and  doors  20  minutes 
before  the  start  The  Test  pitch 
was  re-used  and,  watered  and 
rolled,  played  better  than  on 
any  of  its  previous  five  days, 
though  the  early  start  and  the 
obvious  moisture  persuaded 
Hollioake  to  give  the  state  side 
first  innings. 

Michael  Slater  had  made 
only  a  single  when  he  played 


precisely  the  type  of  cavalier 
carve  against  a  widish 
outswinger  that  cost  him  his 
Test  place.  Glen  Chappie  prof¬ 
ited  and.  with  Dean  Headley 
bowling  an  impressive  ten 
overs  straight  through.  Eng¬ 
land  took  an  early  foothold. 

Corey  Richards*  half-centu¬ 
ry  stabilised  the  innings  but 
when  he  was  third  out  at  99. 
only  20  overs  remained  and 
England  would  have  fondly 
envisaged  a  target  of  no  more 
than  170  but  for  bong  well 
aware  of  die  powers  of  Shane 
Lee. 

The  young  Yorkshiremen  in 
this  squad  believe  Lee*  centu¬ 
ry  for  Somerset  at  Scarbor¬ 
ough  last  summer  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  they  have  seen  and 
he  made  another  now,  utterly 
without  fuss. 

The  long  boundaries  meant 
there  was  a  lot  of  running  to  be 
done  and  Kevin  Roberts,  Lee* 
partner  in  a  stand  of  117  in  17 
overs,  matte  41  without  a 
single  four.  Lee  required  only 
97  balls  for  his  century  and 
marked  it  with  an  enormous 
six  to  mid-widret  before  foiling 
to  Hollioake  in  die  last  over. 

The  England  reply  was 
always  up  with  the  required 
run-rate  but  wickets  were  lost 
too  regularly.  Michael  Vaug¬ 
han  was  spectacularly  caught 
down  the  legside  off  a  pull  he 
was  regarding  as  a  certain 
four,  the  gifted  but  fidgety 
Owais  Shah  fell  to  an  extrava¬ 
gantly  misguided  sweep  and 
Anthony  McGrath,  looking  in 
imperious  form,  wastefully 
mis-hit  to  long-on. 

Gavin  Robertson,  the  inter¬ 
national  off  spinner,  took  a 
second  wicket  by  slipping  a 
quicker  ball  through  Craig 
White  and  there  now  began  a 
sequence  of  silly  dismissals 
that  all  but  sacrificed  the 
match. 

Mark  Ealham,  turning 
blind  fora  second,  was  run  out  • 
and  Warren  Hegg,  having 
missed  with  two  frenetic 


Answers  from  page  43 
MAJUTO  DESPOTISM 

(4  Ruthless  domuwtiod  of  his  wife  by  a  husband.  Can  sodi 
things  be?  Prom  die  Latin  maritus  a  husband  ♦  despotism.  As 
uxorious  describes  a  husband  who  dotes  embarrassingly  on  his 
wife,  marilorious  is  a  rare  word  to  describe  the  rarer  condition  of 
a  wife  who  doles  oaxsavdy  on  her  bosband.  Chapman:  “Dames 
maritorioas  ne’er  were  meritorious." 

DIDAPPER  . 

(b)  Somebody  or  something  who  disappears  and  then  bobs  op 
again.  From  dive  and  dapper  (a  variant  of  dippet %.  Sperificafly 
applied  to  the  dabchtek.  a  small  freshwater  divine  biro.  Or,  by 
extension,  a  teenager  between  mealtimes,  and  when  you  need 
her/him  to  do  something. 

BELOMANCY 

(M  Predicting  die  future  by  the  use  of  arrows.  From  the  Latin. 
The  future  of  the  then  reigning  British  royal  famOy  was 
accurately  predicted  by  this  system  at  the  Battle  of  Hastings. 

STUPEFYING 

(a)  Inducing  stupor.  Boring  your  audience  ont  of  its  tiny  mind. 
The  quality  of  too  many  journalists  and  after-dinner  speakers. 
As,  for  example,  the  music  of  the  Beatles  or  televised  raring.  If 
used  in  a  sufficiently  favourable  tone  of  voice  f*How  posmvdv 


used  in  a  sufficiently  favourable  tone  of  voice  f*How  posmvtdh 
stupejyingl,  it  can  be  successfully  confused  in  the  listener*  mint 
with  stupendous. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I,  Ne6!  Bxe6s 2.  Qxh7*!  Kxh7;  3.  Rh3+  and  mates. 


Giles  dips  the  ball  through  the  offside  in  the  coarse  of  his  unbeaten  59,  which  included  the  winning  boundary 

SS  Symonds  forced  to  decide 

of  all.  Hollioake,  who  was  ** 

SwSSJs  where  his  loyalties  lie 

back  too  late  by  Giles  and  run  .  •••.''• 

°uttar5i.  By  Pat  Gibson  .  - 

Hollioake  stomped  off  in  -  -  . 

high  dudgeon  but  his  team  did  ANDREW  SYMONDS  has  a  “The  bail  is  in  Andrew*  -  -  .  Not  that  doucestershi 

not  foil  him.  surfing  home  on  week  to  make  up  his  mind  court  actually.”  Philip  Au-  have  given  up  hope  of  pc 
their  own  banana-skins,  once  and  for  alL  Is  he  an  gust  the  Gloucestershire  dtief  suading  Symonds  that  he 
Giles,  who  cuts  a  sturdy  figure  Englishman  who  is  ready  and  executive,  said.  “He  assured  still  an  Englishman.  By 
and  gives  the  ball  a  propor-  willing  to  play  cricket  for  the  us  on  a  number  of  occasions  strange  twist  of  fate,  the 
donate  caning,  added  40  in  country  of  his  birth?  Or  is  he  that  be  was  English  and  that  captain.  Courtney  Walsh,  w 
eight  overs  with  Chappie  and  an  Australian  whose  only  he  was  going  to  play  for  be  leading  West  •  Lodi' 
an  unbroken  42  in  seven  with  ambition  is  ro  wear  the  baggy  England  if  selected  but  I  against  Australia  A  and  A 
Headley.  It  was  cricket  brim-  green  cap?  think  most  people  realised  gust  wOl  be  speaking  to  hi 

ming  with  self-belief.  Those  in  Symonds,  who  last  year  that  it  was  going  to  eome  as  well  as  Symonds  and  fl 

Zimbabwe  most  be  tempted  to  declined  an  invitation  to  tour  down  to  the  first  country  that  -  player*  father.  Ken.  in  ti 

send  for  some.  Pakistan  with  the  England  A  picked  him.  next  few  days.  The  countywi 


MSN  SOUTH  WALES 

M  J  Safer  c  Hegg  b  Chappie - 1 

C  J  RidasCs  cSocJi  b  Eteem _ 55 

THBayfescSuthbEtewn - 12 

SLeecWDBbHofcafae' . . 113 

K  J  Rabam  e  Qnppto  b  EaDam - 41 

BE  McNamara c and  bEdham - 1 

S  M  Thompson  not  out - - - -  10 

tP  A  Eray  notour . . 0 

Extras  (b  7.  w,  1  nb2)  — . . .  10 

Total  (B  wto,  50  cam) - 2W3 

•GRJ  Mtotwwa.  G  R  Robertson  and  S 
Nfcttaas  dd  rot  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  M.  2-S6. 3*9  4-216. 
&21«,M3a 

BOWLWG:  Heacfey  10*3-26-0:  Chappta 
7-1-10-1:  Ealham  100402  Such  MOM: 
Gtes  10048-1 ;  Hottwhe  44W4-1 . 
ENGLAND  A 

A  McGrath  c  Lee  b  Robertson. - 43 

MP  Vaughan  cEmenrb  Thompson  ..  19 
0  A  Shah  c  Emery  b  Robertson  ...  19 

■AJHaaoeherunout  —  - - 51 

C WKte b Robanon  - . 3 

M  A  Ealham  run  out  -  - - - - 7 

tWKHeggc&n*ybftab«(tso«  —  -2 

A  F  Gfes  not  out .. - _  -  ...  39 

G  Chappie  tut  out . . 22 

DWi*S*wrot«*  . . 20 

Extras  (bio,  w3.ro  4  - -  19 

TOM  (Bwkts.  49-3  ores) - ; - 2*4 

PM  Sue*  <*dr*a  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-32.  2-74.  3-103. 

4-121.  S-VJ3. 6-155,  7-182, 8-244 

BOWLING  NMaras  8-0-41-0.  Thonpson 

10041-1:  Lae  1 0-047-0:  Botarrwn  10-0- 

464:  McNamara  53-1-2SO  Bayto  6-2- 

200 

Umpires  I  Thomas  and  A  Morgan 


ANDREW  SYMONDS  has  a 
week  to  make  up  his  mind 
once  and  for  alL  Is  he  an 
Englishman  who  is  ready  and 
willing  to  play  cricket  for  the 
country  of  his  birth?  Or  is  he 
an  Australian  whose  only 
ambition  is  to  wear  die  baggy 
green  cap? 

Symonds,  who  last  year 
declined  an  invitation  to  tour 
Pakistan  with  the  England  A 
team,  has  now  been  selected 
to  play  for  Australia  A  in  a 
day-night  match  against  West 
Indies  at  Melbourne  next 
Friday. 

It  should  be  a  straightfor¬ 
ward  derision  for  a  cricketer 
who  once  described  himself 
as  ”a  fair  dinkum  Aussie1*  but 
there  is  one  major  complica¬ 
tion.  Once  he  plays  for  Austra¬ 
lia.  be  will  no  longer  be 
allowed  to  play  county  cricket 
for  Gloucestershire,  with 
whom  he  signed  a  three-year 
contract  only  last  summer. 

Tony  Brown,  administra¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board,  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  that  a  player 
who  fas  appeared  for  one 
country  at  any  level  above 
under-17  cannot  play  for 
another  for  four  years.  And 
Symonds*  county  contract  is 
conditional  on  his  being  avail¬ 
able  for  England.  “Glouces¬ 
tershire  have  always  known 
that  this  could  happen.”  be 
said.  “The  ball  is  in  then- 
court.” 


ByPatGibson  . 

“The  ball  is  in  Andrew's 
court  actually.**  Philip  Au¬ 
gust  the  Gloucestershire  diief 
executive,  said.  “He  assured 
us  on  a  number  of  occasions 
that  be  was  English  and  that 
he  was  going  to  play  for 
England  if  selected,  but  I 
think  most  people  realised 
that  it  was  going  to  eome 
down  to  the  first  country  that 
picked  him. 

“I  think  he  wanted  to  get  a 
couple  of  years  experience  in 
England  under  his  belt  and 
then  he  was  going  to  take  the 
first  option.  If  he  fad  been 
selected  for  England  this  win¬ 
ter  it  might  have  been  a 
different  kettle  of  fish.” 


Symonds:  time  to  choose 


Ruddles  County  Riddles. 

Ns.  13.  Pub  Challenge. 

hr  Pahrr  BmsanrAy  if  of  tke  doors,  (ay  tie  ftxu,  faee  instructed  to  lie,  fat 


ms  a  inm  turn  tree.  He  fad  a  voaefar  far  aalimifad 


Peter  did  oof  faun*  wfcidi. 


Ma  ffa  1996  Hertfordshire  Kent  te  tfa  low  of  his  life-  Pater  stepped  forward, 


PlA  Cfaiz  Cknpwashif  iftw 
jraflliig  tm ads. 


Ruddles  (fantty. 

Tfa  efaiissge  was  set. 


asked  oae  of  ffa  naa  a 
qiestiaa,  aid  ipas  bearing 


Bat  hie  rietery  ms  by  Ha  did  wt  kaaw  fabiid  his  Miwar  eoafi deafly 


m  man  final.  Ha  fad  yet 
teeUin  ffa  prize. 


which  deer  {they  wen 
miked  1  ted  1)  lay  which 


Ha  was  placed  i*  ffa  prize.  Reside  each  doer 


strode  through  doer  1  fe 
dais  his  veaehar. 

Pater  is  of  coirs  tee 


Wm 


far  sf  ffa  Oden's  Read  Pah  steed  t  farms  te  help  hia  besy  te  tell  is  hew  fa 


i  v  - 


ii  Vfasfcoft.  Then  were 
two  deers,  each  leading  te 


decide  which  deer  te  cheese,  worked  ont  which  door  to 
However,  ffa  catch  was  choose.  De  yea  knew  how 


drffarwf  roasts.  Babied  on  that  an  of  tee  farme  had  fa  worked  if  oof? 


xa» 


?, gi  1  gg  1 1 J . 1 1  ■  '-1  ■  ^  ai ,TJJ  ■  *iT- 


'1  :(M>iei.>u-''.'.«i 
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.SjODfat  Mcxring  Repai&i  tnd  slfiAS 
Up  TO  Mohrr«0  7T«  BroMctet 
Programme  IMS  Mads y  wftti  IJttk 
2.05pm  Ffascoe  oa  Fto.Aoa  Nattoo- 
Mdfli'lnd  at  ^SAB-Enteitatrimart'NawE 
7j00N®«8  BOm.wWiOa^MctM.  Inti. 
Sports  Bulatri  7^SPwKfc3oron  Sport 


B  r  1  AQ-=ir 


CLASSIC  FM 


4d00sm  Merit  Griffiths  060  Mfe  Read 
9.00  Moray  Kefly  1200  Susannah 
8fenorB  2JJDpm  Concern.  Loto  (Goto 
Concerto  in  D  m&torf  3A0  Jamie  Crick 
6J»NWrerigW«J»-Sorata.  Hurwrot 
(Plana  Sdnaia  No  1}  7  M  Showcase 


Not  that  Gloucestershire 
have  given  up  hope  of  per¬ 
suading  Symonds  that  he  is 
still  an  Englishman.  By  a " 
strange  twist  of  fate,  their 
captain.  Courtney  Walsh,  will 
be  leading  West  •  Indies 
against  Australia  A  and  Au¬ 
gust  will  be  speaking  to  him 
as  well  as  Symonds  and  the 
•  player*  father.  Ken.  in  the 
next  few  days.  The  countywiU 
not  be  held  to  ransom;,  how¬ 
ever.  There  is  no  question  of 
Symonds  replacing  Walsh  as 
the  one  overseas  player  they 
are  allowed. 

“Andrew  has  got  a  very 
good  deal  and  if  he  is  going  to 
tom  his  bade  on  that  to  play 
for  Australia  A  it  is  a  brave 
and  bold  decision.”  August 
said.  “It  would  be  a  shame 
from  Gloucestershire*  point 
of  riew  and  ft  would  probably 
be  a  shame  from  Andrew* 
because  with  the  depth  of 
talent  Australia  have  got  one 
finds  it  difficult  to  see  him 
going  further.  But  I  suppose 
in  our  heart  of  hearts  we 
always  knew  that  it  was  a 
possibility  in  spite  of  the 
assurances  we  had  been 
given.” 

Symonds,  2L  was  born  in 
Birmingham  but  taken  to 
Australia  by  his  adoptive  par¬ 
ents  when  he  was  18  months 
old.  He  was  named  Young 
Cricketer  of  the  Year  at  die 
end  of  his  first  season  vdth 
Gloucestershire  in  1995. 

Sri  Lanka 
attempt  to 
lure  Lamb 

ALLAN  LAMB,  the  farmer 
England  batsman,  is  on  The 
brink  of  a  return  to  interna¬ 
tional  cricket  as  coach  to  Sri 
Lanka. 

The  42-year-old.  former 
Northamptonshire  captain, 
who  retiled  from  first-class 
cricket  before  the  start  of  last 
season  after  a  dispute  over  the 
publication  of  his  autobiogra¬ 
phy,  confirmed  yesterday  that 
he  had  been  approached  by 
theWorld  Cup  winners  to  tate 
over  from  Dav  Whatmore, 
who  has  joined  Lancashire. 

.  “It’s  very  flattering  and  we 
are  now  in  the  process  of 
negotiating."  Lamb  stud. 

Brian  Lara  will  be  repri¬ 
manded  by  the  West  Indies 
team  management  over  an 
outburst  in  the  Australia 
dressing-room  after  he  was 
controversially  dismissed  in 
the  second  Test 
Lara,  angry  that  Ian  Healy. 
the  Australia-  wicketkeeper, 
claimed  a  cafch  when  the  hall 
appeared  to  hit  the  ground, 
confronted  Geoff  Marsh,  the 
Australia  coach,  and  said  - 
Healy  would  never  again  he 
welcome  in  a  West  Indies 
dressing-room.  Clive  Uoyd. 
the  West  Indies  manager, 
formally  apologised  for  Lara* 
remarks  and  said  the  batsman 
would  be  disciplined  “in- 
house".  Lara,  himself,  has 
expressed  no  remorse. 


SJMm  Early  BrsaWest  7^»P»4  Re»  - 
9<0b  Scaa  cHshotrn  12JJ0  Anna  Raft- 
bun  ZJOOpte  Tommy  -  -  <00 

Ortwtfme.  wtfi  Paiar  Deafey  7jbfr«fo  ’ 
Deer*  Spccstane  UUXF  Mto  Men 
IJXtam  tan  CoBne  ■ 


6.00ms  On  Air.  (nefudes  Rtmsfcy- 
.  KorsetowfTrombortB  • 
Cancetojh  B  M);  Schfsefcer 
(Sonata  Vl) 

830  BtAdtnq  •  LBwery.  Graham  , 
Sadter  oiooees  a  reconlrig  of 
Bacfi’aftanch  Siites ..  . 

BJiO  An  Advent  Cetrawter.  Carols  . 
•  performed  by  Huntingdon 
Mate  Votes  Chok.  conductor 
Peter  Davies.  EngBah  trad 
(Wesssa.  VYsss^j  German 
trad  p,  Christmas  Tree)  - 

0i)0  Homing  CoBactton. 

'  Includes  Schumann  (Ptaio 
Sonata  No  31n  firirwr.  Op  . 

--  14);  Britten  {Symphonic  Suts 
Gtorfsna) 

UUW  MuefcM  Encounter*. 

.  tndudes  Toiemann  (Cantete 
.  Unveragt  n  Aten  Lefcfe); 

.  Stenharnnai  Mofri  Sonata  in 
Amfnot,  Op  isn . 

1  ZOO  Composer  me  Weefc; 

Lufly.  Roger  Sewage  presents 
ada^atkans,  reflections  and 
homages,  ndudlnfl  from 
Marats’s  Tombeau  pour  M  de 
U0y  and  Puree**  Wng  Arthur- 

1.00pm  Mews;  Bristol  UfflcMtme 
Concerts.  Music  by  Joaeph 
Haycfri  end  others  performed 
ty  London  Winds.  Ha^h. . 

'  (Octet  In  F);  Jonathan  Dow 
(Hguie*  kv  the  Garden); 

••••  Mozart  (Saanada-in  C  mteor, 
K38S) 

2.15  lltalc  Restored  (r)  . 

3J»  Rfinteg  the  Archive.  The  last 
ot  three  propsmmeB 
adoring  the  iegscy.of  ",  ■  ■ 
recordings  ol  Benter™ 

Britten.  trtcJudefi  N6  work  as  a 
pisnisL  as  both  a  chamber 
musician  end  a  song 

-  accompanist 

SjOO  The  Music  Mactttafc  Tommy 
.  Pearson  ends  hfe  week 
•  exploring  the  work  of  •  •  • 


5£5am  Shipping  fLW)  ROO 
News  BrieRng  6.10  Forming 
Today  6iS  Prayer  iar  the  Bay 
eJOTodHY  BJSa  Waeffwr 

9J00  News  OXB  DeMHt  Wand 

Dtecer  Bruce  Forsyth  M 
9A5  United  SUM  of  Anger.  See 
Choice 

1000  News;  In  the  Grip  of  the 
Ctoselae  <pnq.  &  bochhaad 
recate  how,  over  the  years. 

women*  magazines  haw 
afbrod  her  advice  on  men 

10.00  snu'  of  Worship  fLW]  . 
10.15  On  ThtsDay  (LIM 
10JX)  Women'etfeur,  with  Ruth  . 
w&hart 

IT  JO  The  Naturat  HJatoty  .  . 
Pragremnw.  Presented  by 
Joanna  Phnock 

1ZM  New*;  You  wjd  Yows,  wftfi 
MarkWfllrfter 

12^spm  The  Food  Programn*. 

□erefe  Cocpes  and  Natafe 
Whean  choose  the  food  they 
wootd  Mke  tfeSwred  to  thafr 
-  .  doors  far  Christmas  1255 
Weamer  .  - 

1.00  The  World  at  One 
1-40  The  Archer*  ft  1J>5  . 
Shipping  ' 

2J0  Naars ;  Cteetic  Serfefc  My 
BriBtent  Ctaraer,  by  boas 
Fm*fin.  O0(i)  • 

aOO  Naan;  The  Afternoon  Shift 
4.00  Nesra  4J>5  KaMdoscope.  • 
Tim  Mdricw  interviews 
Howard  Hodgkin  as  ha  opans 
a  majex  nawratronective  on 
the  South  Bank  in  London  -  - 
A4S  Short  Story:  Caft  Me 
Amefle,  Glen  Jayson. 

Read  by  Sunny  Ormonde 
5.00  PM  5JD  Shipping  Fonscati 
555  Weather 
500  She  Clock  New*  - 
530  Going  Pfacse,  with  David 
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ajMsm-  Rbsat  'ri*  Jono  10.00  aettarn 

Denrf  tMpdt  Jeremy  Oartr  4JM  Nfctcy 
Home  730  Pad  Ooyto  (FM)/Robin 
Baate-tAMYtojOO  Men  Freemen  12.06 
_  Mark  FootbeJ  2.do*n  Hcwwd  Pearce 


compcserTod  Matiwwr  by 
” 'tikbiupphlt  hi  perftxniandas  of 
,  The-BffltnGpesato 
i  .  Copertsagao  and,  via  the 
Intemet.  New  York 
-&15  la  TUno.  Includes  Scarlatti 
pcnatash€mirtot):Yrak 
.  Bowen  fToocrta,  Op  155).  - 
-  730  Phliarmonla  Legfa  Series. 
-  The  firet  in  sseason  at 
•  oahoerts  IMurtndl the  works 
of  Gyp®  UgetL  Oven  tost 

ragbt  stDis  Fesflvai  Hall, 

•;  7'  London;^ ^coricftjctor  Esa-Pekka 
Salonen.  David  Gerigaa,  cefto, 
■  '  Joai  ftodgers,  soprano.  Ligeti 
■  ■"  (San  Francisoo  Poiyphony 
and  Ceflo  Concerto);  Mahler 
(Symptory  No  4)  • 

9.15  The  Jeeua  Ptey.  Angela 
TUby  prasoTts  tens  from  the 
aXting  room  Boor  from  her  life 
-  of  Jesue  series  -• 
935HenriM  after  Bgsr  after 
HandeL  Christopher  KSe, 
harpsichord,  9w  BBC 
SymphonyOrchestra,- 
conductor  Andrew  Davis 
perform  (Overture  in  D 
minor  after  Handd);  Haindti 
Suite  in  G  minor  for  .  - 


ittOO  Heer«nd  Horn.  From  the 
Huddersfleid  Cortenporary 
MuSc  Fetijval.  Stodmausen's 
Mantra  from  1971  and  a 
retrospective  of  theworkof 
Morton  FeWman-Omar. 
Ibrahim,  bass  and  &uemble 
Recherche  perform  Asms 
fcptn  his  aamrand  mMdle 
_years,induwi9ttw  British 
premiere  of  Tm-OTtara 
Songs  and  Why  Patterns?  a 
work  ffBp&ecftiy  Feldman* 
Interest  fn  Asian  rugs 
12J»  Compueera  of  the  Week: 

American  Symphontets  (r) 
IJXtam  Through  Am  NIgM 


7JOO  News  7JOS  The  Arcfrers 
7J20  Pick  ot  the  Weak.  Ovta 

Serfs  presents  his  selection  of 
extracts  ftom  BBC  radb  and 
.  tateriaon  war  the  past  seven 
dws  •  -■ 

506  Any  Qoestkms?  From  York.  . 
W»i  Dr  Garmfoe  Green 
Frank  Dobson,  MP,  Shadow 
Secretary  of  State  far  #» 

-  Environment  and  London; ; 

■  Ann  Wlddeoon*e,-.MP, 

Minister  of  State  at  the  Home 
.  Offloe;  and-Sir  John  Banham, 
chafcnwfrtf  ran^shw.WWi 
Jonathan  Dirribteby 
550  Law  In  Action,  wni  Marcel 
.  .  Betfrts.  they  Aih  reports  from 

Bussfeon  neaettahsw  the  . 
tantsfflve'experiroert  then  in 
trial  by  jury. .  ,  -  .  - 

9.15  Latter  from  Amarica,  by  . 
ABstafrCPOte 

930  Kstekfcawope  Feature:  Our 
FMher.from  The  Tan 
GanmandmmtrlP'  JbeUfs 
at  Brian  9om  the  Mystery 
Plays  to  Jesus  Chris-  \ 

.  -Stmrater-tfwerBBnemr- 
besn  a  shotege  of  theatrical 
rotes  rapresentog  the  Deity 
M  939  Weather  ■ 

IOjOO  The  Worid  Tonight,  ivfth  - 

Robin  Lusha  . 

10AS  Book  at  BcdUme:  Scary 
Hovtae.  Wrftfen  and  read  by 
Stephen  AtnWan  W  -  * 

1 1 JDO  Week  Ending.  Tha  toteal ' 
comedy  stafch  sfkML-roSi. . 

- ;  Sato  Grace,  9aByPhHpe, 
JeweyWoterdtiidOaire  - 
Lamb 

1  las  Fourth  Cotiimn.  Ktftiste# 
tookatffle 

11-AS  Todtey  to  Paritomont- - 
3S59  SS»a  ind12^7anrwwther 
tZ30  ThoLate  Boole  Carol  - 

nrvimfri  1 

jOO 


87,&a9A  BADI°  *■  FM  88.6- 

«  52%*Ss2£  rPSiI'SnW  S 

as ssusss'js 

sSto  t2LT^r  Do*r'  ^  *»»,  Resamary 

SniHh,  Susan  Thomaon,  Jane  Gregory  and  John  McNamara. 
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TELEVISION  47 


Very  occasionally  there  oc- 
on  television  an  event 
which  defies  the  cold  judg- . 
nient  of  the  head,  bypasses  the 
intellectual  analysis  of  the  mind 
and  goes  straight  for  the  heart. 
sudh  an  event  came  along  last 
rnghJ  in  the  form  of  HOlsboroueh 
(0^)’  a  drama-documentary 
about  the  events  of  April  15, 1989 
when  95  people  died  at  the  Shef- 
fidd  Wednesday  football 
Hillsborough  is  the  work  of 
Jimmy  McGovern,  author  of 
CVncfcer.  McGovern  is  a  Liverpud¬ 
lian  and  he  has  made  a  crusade  of 
finding  the  truth  of  that  awful  day 
and  getting  it  on  to  the  screen.  The 
result  is  biased  in  the  best  sense,  in 
that  it  takes  the  side  of  the  fans, 
who  have  been  too  long  ignored. 

It  is  also  selective.  Even  in  two 
hours,  no  one  could  possibly  tell  > 
the  whole  story.  But  above  all 
Hillsborough  is  a  magnificent  ' 
drama,  acutely  written,  well-re¬ 
searched  and  directed  with  taut 


look  back  in  anger  and  sorrow 


panache  by  Charles  McDougalL 
As  if  that  is  not  enough,  there  is  a 
further  reason  for  welcoming 
Hillsborough:  it  is  the  nearest  the 
victims  and  their  families,  are 
likely  to  get  to  true  justice.  =  ■ 

.  McGovern’S  scrip*  is  based,  cm " 
coroner's  court  transcripts  and  the 
testimony  of  people  who  were 
involved.  It  is  harrowing  (and  it  is 
dearly  meant  to  be)  but  McGovern 
consistently  avoids  shock,  tactics:' 
there  are  tew  scenes  of  mayhem, 
no  scenes  of  bloody  carnage.  But 
there  is  anger  and  sorrow  in  vast 
quantities.'  There  is  a  spartan 
quality  to  the  piece  which  only, 
adds  to  its  effectiveness.  . 

Actors  play  all  the  parts,  except 
where,  news  footage  is  used  of  the 
actual  incident  The  facts  are  that 
Livapool  had  begun  an  FA  Gup  : 
semi-final  against  Nottingham 
Forest  but  the  game  was  soon 
abandoned.  A  far  greater  drama, 
was  being  played  out  at  the 
Leppings  Lane  end  of  the  ground,- 


where  too  many  Liverpool  sup¬ 
porters  had  been  packed  into  too 
little  space. 


REVIEW 


It  may  be  that  Hillsborough  is 
biased,  but  that  does  not  make 
h  inaccurate.  The  untruths 
Told  by  the  police  have  been  well 
documented.  The  outrageous  sto¬ 
ries  planted  in  certain  newspapers 
by  police  officers  have  lon§  since 
been  exposed.  The  police  said  that 
Liverpool  fans  had  “smashed 
down  a  gate"  when  in  fact  the 
police  themselves  had  ordered  the 
Opening  of  the  gate/The  police  said 
the  Liverpool  supporters  were 
drunk.  Lord  Justice  Taylor  found 
_  that  “drunkenness  was  not  a  major 
factor"  anid  that  there  had  been  “a 
failure  of  police  control". 

There  was  also,  as  McGovern 
demonstrates,  a  failure  of  cultural 
comprehension.  When  fans  began 
to  climb  the  fences  behind  the  pitch 
to  ga  out  of  the  crush,  this  was 
assumed  to  be  a  pitch  invasion. 


Peter 

Barnard 


Long  after  it  was  apparent  that  this 
was  a  disaster,  ambulances  were 
still  being  kept  outside  the  ground. 
When  one  paramedic  asked  to  be 
let  in.  a  police  officer  told  him:  No. 
they’re  still  fighting  in  there.” 
Nobody  had  been  fighting. 

McGovern  graphically  demon¬ 
strates  that  the  police  on  duty  were 
obsessed  witfi  the  image  of  certain 
football  fans,  somewhat  under¬ 
standable  given  the  hooligan  ex¬ 


cesses  of  the  1980s.  rather  than  die 
reality  on  the  day.  Trevor  Hicks, 
one  of  the  central  characters,  who 
is  played  by  Christopher  Eede- 
ston.  was  at  the  game  with  his  two 
teenage  daughters.  Sarah  and 
Vida.  Both  the  girls  died.  Within 
minutes,  a  police  officer  asked 
Hides:  “How  much  did  you  have  to 
drink?" 

The  man  in  charge  of  the  police 
operation  at  Hillsborough  was 
Chief  Superintendent  David 
Duckenfield.  Lord  Justice  Taylor 
said  of  him  that  he  “failed  to  take 
effective  control"  and  caused 
“grave  offence"  by  spreading  an 
untruthful  allegation  that  fans  had 
smashed  down  a  gate. 

I  am  not  normally  enamoured  of 
drama-documentary,  but  with  as¬ 
siduous  research  wedded  to  a  tre¬ 
mendous  passion.  McGovern  has 
produced  a  piece  of  work  which 
will  serve  as  a  testament  for  the 
Hillsborough  families.  It  is  the 
least  compensation  they  deserve 


and,  likely,  the  most  they  will  get 
By  comparison  with  Hills¬ 
borough.  last  night's  Dispatches 
(Channel  4)  almost  qualified  as 
light  relief.  But  here  was  a  scandal 
of  a  different  order,  concerning  the 
vexed  question  of  how  much  tax¬ 
payers'  money  is  being  spent  on 
slaughtering  cows,  mad  and 
potentially  so.  Too  much,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  programme,  a  view 
which  even  people  in  the  slaught¬ 
ering  business  seemed  to  confirm. 


When  the  scheme  started, 
slaughterhouses  were 
paid  £8750  per  head  of 
cattle.  Quite  how  the  figure  was 
arrived  at  is  not  dear.  But  abat¬ 
toirs  all  over  the  country  were 
willing  to  do  the  job  for  as  little  as 
£30  a  head,  indeed  some  offered  to 
do  it  for  nothing  and  make  their 
money  out  of  selling  the  hides  at 
£25  each. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
seems  to  have  been  so  anxious  to 


get  on  with  the  job  that  it  agreed  to 
pay  a  premium  rate.  Only  one 
organisation  representing  slaugh¬ 
terhouses.  the  Federation  of  Fresh 
Meat  Wholesalers,  was  on  the  ad 
hoc  committee  put  in  charge  of  the 
cull  and  federation  members  were 
given  80  per  cent  of  the  work. 

Paul  Tyler.  the  liberal  Demo¬ 
crat  agriculture  spokesman,  told 
the  programme:  “I  cannot  think  of 
any  sectional  interest,  particularly 
one  that  is  going  to  benefit  so  di¬ 
rectly  from  taxpayers’  money,  that 
was  in  such  a  powerful  position  to 
take  control  of  public  policy.” 

And  Dr  Richard  North,  a  food 
safety  adviser,  said:  “The  ultimate 
irony  is  that  a  scheme  which  was 
not  recommended  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  own  scientists,  was  not 
wanted  by  Europe,  is  not  under¬ 
stood  by  consumers,  is  not  wanted 
by  farmers,  is  going  to  do  irrepara¬ 
ble  damage  to  the  meat  industry 
and  farming,  and  will  cost  the 
taxpayers  a  fortune." 


CHOICE 


$5  fi-OOam  BUSINESS  BREAKFAST  (25506) 
7.00  BSC  BREAKFAST  NEWS  (T)  (56877) 
9-00  BREAKFAST  NEWS  EXTRA  (T) 

.  (1122254) 

9l20  STYLE  CHALLENGE  (4005273) 

SL45  KILROY  (6831322) 

1(130  CANT  COOK,  WONT  COOK  (2S322) 

11.00  NEWS  (T)  REGIONAL  NEWS  and 
weather  (3531506) 

11-05  THE  REALLY  USEFUL  SHOW 

(5532419) 

HAS  SMILLIE’S  PEOPLE  (9731970) 

12.00  NEWS  (T)  REGIONAL  NEWS  and 
weather  (8274803) 

12L05pm  ALIAS  SMITH  AND  JONES  ft) 

(8425070) 

1255  THE  WEATHER  SHOW  (35089341) 

1.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (59964) 

1.30  REGIONAL  NEWS  (90274790) 

1.40  NEIGHBOURS  HI  (29982506) 

200  CALL  MY  BLUFF  (6167) 

230  PETER  SEABROOICS  GARDENING 
WEEK  (728) 

200  INCOGNITO  (8902) 

350  ANTS  IN  YOUR  PANTS  (5146254)  250 
Dear  Mr  Barker  (4063047)  405  The 
Family  Ness  (2262490)  4.10  The  Real 
Adventures  of  Jonrry  Oust  (1070728) 
405  Grange  HO  (7859341)  500 
Newsround  (T)  (541 7902)  5.10 Blue  Peter 
(T)  (8726709) 

£  505  NEIGHBOURS  (r)fT)  (865070) 

”  6.00  NEWS  (I)  and  weather  (457) 

600  REGIONAL  NEWS  (709) 

700 THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE  Presented  by 
Michael  Aspel  (4493) 

700 TOP  OF  THE  POPS  (TH883) 

800  ONLY  FOOLS  AND  HORSES:  The 
Clam  of  62  Dei  is  invited  to  a  reunion  at 
his  old  school.  With  David  Jason,  and 
Nicholas  Lyndhurst  (r)  (!)  (182877) 

850  MORE  ANTIQUES  ROADSHOW 

GEMS:  Automata  Hugh  SouBy  presents 
a  selection  of  Roadshow  finds  from  the 
archives,  including  the  popular  rabbti-kv 
a-cabbage  (I)  (239167) 

900  NINE  O’CLOCK  NEWS  (T)  REGIONAL 
NEWS  and  weather  (6148) 

*30  hetty^ WAINTHROPP 

eSSSSS  INVESTIGATES:  Lost - 
Chords  When  finalists  for  the  Golden 
Voice  slat  croaking,  Hetty  investigates. 
With  Patricia  Ftouttedge  (368877) 

1020  FILM:  Mother’s  Boys  (1993)  with  Jamie 
Lee  Curtis,  Peter  Gallagher  and  Joanne 
Whatiey-Kflmer.  A  mother  who  deserted  , 
her  husband  and  three  children  Three  , 
years  before  decides  she  wants  them  afi  , 
back.  Directed  by  Wes  Simoneau 
(5994490)  WALES:  1020  Iris  WRIlams  — 
Song  Book  1050  FILM:  Mother’s  Boys 
1220am  FILM:  Deceptions  220  News 
head  lines;  weather 

1155  FILM:  Deceptions  (1990)  with  Hany 
Hamlin  and  Nicoflette  Sheridan.  Beautiful 
Adrienne  Erickson  shoots  dead  a  burglar, 
only  to  find  it  is  her  wealthy  husband. 
Stafy  hamrcide  detective  Nick  Gentry  and 
his  cynical  partner  investigate.  Directed 
by  Ruben  Preuss  (169419) 

155am  WEATHER  (8565858) 


8.00am  OPEN  UNIVERSITY:  Humanity  and 
the  Scaffold  (7904438)  &25  Classical 
Sculpture  and  the  EnBghtenment 
(7916273)  650  attests  of  foe  World 
(8220235)  7J15  See  Hear  Breakfast  News 
(2249322)  750  Yaftky  Dude.  (51 77506) 
750  Smart  (5171322)  215  Charlie  Chafe 
(7291815)  855  The  Record  (6214728) 
9.00  The  Worried  Wefl  (11 39544) 

9.15  ASSIGNMENT  EARTH  (5623341). 

10.00  PLAYDAYS  (2675273) 

10-25  THE  CHAMPIONS  (8419148)  11.15  The 
Phil  Sflvers  Show  (1171916)  11.40  Flash 
Gordon's  Trip  to  Mars  ($486803)  1200 
Ken.  Horn's  Hot  Wok  (47644) . 

1230pm  WORKING  LUNCH  (75815)  1.00 
•  Charfie  - Chalk  (99998070)  1.15  The . 
.Hollywood  Coflection  (9954877)  205 
Prfda  of  Dress  (78570780) 

215  SPORT  ON  FRIDAY  Helen  RoBesbn 
introduces  highlights  of  the  final  round 
.  from  the  LPGA  golf  tour  championships 
from  Las  Vegas  (564167) 

355  NEWS  (T)  regional  news  and  weather 
(6171612)  4JJ0  Today’s  the  Day  (322) 
450  Ready,  Steady,  Cook  (506)  5.00 
Esfoer  (8761)  550  Going,  Going,  Gone 
(186)  8.00  The  Munslere  (b/W).  (r). 
(834761) 

6.25  UFO:  The  Square  Triangle  A  woman 
discovers  she  has  murdered  an  alien  (T) 
(217896) 

7.15  ELECTRIC  CIRCUS  Entertainment  news 
(402506) 

7.30 TOP  GEAR  MOTORSPORTTlff  Needed 
reports  on  the  first  race  at  China's  new 
Zhuhai  track  and  the  Master  Rally 
reaches  Mangotia.  Damon,  l-fifl  and 

”r  '  Tomrre  MaWnen  reflect  oh  their  success 
in  Formula  One  and  the  World  RaUy 
Championships  (T)  (235) 

8*0  GLUCK,  GLUCK,  GLUCK  Malcolm 
Gluck  debunks  some  wine  Industry 
myths.  TonigM  he  compares  the  different 
approaches  of  new  and  old  winemakers 
'  (!)  (7273) 

850  STEFAN  BUCZACKTS  GARDENING 
BRITAIN  The  gardens  ol  Mount  Stewart 
in  Northern  Ireland  (I)  (6780) 


Shooting  Stars 
BBC2, 9.00pm 

The  spoof  game  .show  takes  a  sensational 
new  aim  as  Mark  Lamarr,  resident  team 
captain,  and  keeper  of  the  straighten  of 
straight  faces,  laughs-  Not  once  but  several 
times.  Shooting  Stars  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
durable  running  gags.  But  addicts  should 
not  despair.  Ulruea  Jonsson  still  giggles  at 
the  merest  provocation.. the  guests  (tonighi 
they  are  Stephen  Tompkmson,  Donna  Air. 
Morwerma  Banks  and  Griff  Rhys  Jones) 
continue  lo  be  gently  humiliated  and  Matt 
Lucas’s  bizarre  baby-adult  keeps  the  scores. 
And  Vic  Reeves  ana  Bob  Mortimer  remain 


following  but  a  minority  one.  Reeves,  who 
models  himself  cm  Eric  Morecambe,  must 
pine  for  his  idol's  viewing  figures. 


Staying  Alive 
77V.  9.00pm 

There  are  so  many  loose  ends  at  the  finish  of 
this  final  qrisode  that  a  second  series  may  be 
on  the  stocks.  Whether  it  is  deserved  is 
another  matter,  and  if  there  has  been  much 
to  epjqy  in  .this  sexual  merry-go-round 
among  student  nurses,  this  may  not  have 
been  m  the  way  the  makers  of  die  series 
intended.  Hie  big  moment  tonight  is  at  the 
nurses’  barbecue  party  when  Sister  Fetidly 
(Lynne  Verrati)  announces  to  Dr  Sunil  (Ayub 


8.00am  GMTV  (7154341) 

9J25  SUPERMARKET  SWEEP  (4080964) 
955  REGIONAL  NEWS  (2652322) 

1200  THE  TIME ...  THE  PLACE  (37254) 
1050  THIS  MORNING  (60991 761) 

1220pm  REGIONAL  NEWS  (2874867) 

1230  NEWS  £T)  and  weather  (9987186) 

1255  MURDER,  SHE  WROTE  (T)  (9726235) 
200  Homs  and  Away  (7)  (24817380) 
225  Crosswils  (I)  (17262457)  255  Yan 
Can  Cook  —  The  Best  of  China 
(7485506) 

350  NEWS  (7385896) 

355  REGIONAL  NEWS  (7384167) 

350  JAYS  WORLD  (6602849)  240  Zzzap! 
Christmas  Annuals  (6707493)  355  Oscar 
and  Friends  (6175436)  4.00  Snug  and 
Cozl  (8584631}  4.15  Hurricanes 
(1064167)  440  Fun  House  (1030341) 

5.10  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (7541709) 
540  NEWS  and  weather  (I)  (381693) 

650  HOME  AND  AWAY  (r)  (T)  (861815) 

655  HTV  NEWS  (T)  (741790) 

7.00  CATCHPHRASE  presented  by  Roy 
Walker  (5051) 

750  CORONATION  STREET  Wfll  Mike 
Baldwin's  discovery  place  Trie  la's  job  in 
jeopard/7  (T)  (761) 


As  HTV  West  except 

1255pm  HOME  AND  AWAY  (9962877) 

155  CROSS  WITS  (30513438) 

155  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (29996709) 
5.10540  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7541 709) 
655-750  CENTRAL  NEWS  (741790) 

10.40  CENTRAL  WEEKEND  (2641506) 
1210am  SLEDGE  HAMMER  (2592378) 

1240  COMEDY  CENTRAL  (4760378) 

1.40  TTC  GOOD  SEX  GUIDE. ..LATE 
(6558113) 

245  CYBER.CAFE  (4150216) 

3.10  HELTER  SKELTER  (5220262) 

450  JOBFINDER  (5610620) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255  CORONATION  STREET  (9962877) 
155-155  CROSS WTTS  (30513438) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (21512490) 

225  HIGH  ROAD  (17262457) 

255-350  GARDENERS'  DIARY  (7485506) 
5.10-540  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7541 709) 
6.00-7.00  WE5TCOUNTRY  LIVE  (47032) 
1050  WESTCOUNTRY  NEWS  (145983) 
1045  FDm:  WITH  HOSTILE  INTENT 
(51988148) 


seduction  misfires,  for  in  keeping  with  the 
general  drift  of  the  show  his  eyes  are  already 
wandering  elsewhere.  Meanwhile,  mad 
Michada  (Susannah  Wise)  is  threatening 
more  dark  deeds  in  the  intensive  care  unit, 
which  at  least  drums  up  a  bit  of  suspense 
and  makes  a  change  from  crying  to 
remember  who  was  last  having  an  affair 
with  whom. 


Hetty  Wainthropp  Investigates: 

Lost  Chords 
BBC1, 9JOpm 

The  Blainthorp  Musical  Festival  has  been 
running  for  half  a  century  but  this  year 
somebody  is  trying  to  ruin  it.  One  by  one  the 
contestants  Tor  the  Golden  Voice 
competition,  which  carries  a  £500  prize  and 
the  chance  of  a  career  in  television 
commercials,  are  pulling  out  because  they 
have  mysteriously  lost  their  voices.  It  could 
be  a  virus  but  this  is  a  detective  series  and 
Patricia  Routledge’s  Hetty  has  a  villain  to 
unmask.  Those  who  see  a  touch  of  Agatha 
Christie  in  the  Wainthropp  stories  will  relish 
the  generous  array  of  suspects,  each  with  a 
convincing  motive,  and  die  Poirot-like 
method  by  which  foe  puzzle  is  solved.  The 
difference  is  that  in  Agatha  Christie  people 
get  murdered,  sometimes  several  in  the  same 
story.  The  cases  of  the  Lancashire  OAP  are  a 
gentler  type  of  entertainment. 


As  HTV  West  except 
1255-155  CROSS  WTTS  (9962877) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (30513438) 

155  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (29996709) 

5.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7541709) 

6.00-750  MERIDIAN  TONIGHT  (47032) 
1045  COASTGUARD  RESCUE  (336542) 

11.15  ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  PRESENTS 
(586065) 

11.45  SHORT  STORY  CINEMA  (597780) 

5.00  FREESCREEN  (49194) 


Simon  Rouse  as  Meadows  (8.00pm) 


'mi 


Vic  Rems,  Bob  Mortimer  (950pm) 


VfctooPlu*+  and  the  Vktoo  PbmCodo* 
The  numbers  next  to  each  TV  programme 
fisting  are  Video  PlusCode  numbera,  wracn 
alow  you  to  programme  your  Moo  recorder 
fcwtoJiUy  wth  a\ficteoPtus+  handset  Tap  m 
foe  Video  PkoCode  for  »vd  p««ramm8  you 
wish  to  record.  Videoplus+  ^ H 

and  Video  Proyammer  are  txaaenwna  a 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


950  SHOOTING  STARS  Comedy 

mama  quiz.  Tonight's  guests  include 
singer  Donna  Air.  comedians  Morwenna 
Banks  and  Griff  Rhys  Jones,  and  alter 
Stephen  Tomptdnson  (7490) 

950  RED  DWARF  VI  The  Dwarf  ere  need 
replacement  engine  parts  (r)  (T)  (55051) 
1050  HAVE  !  GOT  NEWS  FOR  YOU  The 
guests  are  Nefl  Morrissey,  Martin  Clunes 
and  Claire  Ffcyner  (48273) 

1050  NEWSNK3HT  (T)  (946099) 

11.15  THE-  A  FORCE  Black  entertainment 
hosted  by  Felix  Dexter  (428167) 

1.15  FTLUtWtopurgfs  Night  (b/w.  1935)  with 
Lars  Hankxi  and  Ingrid  Bergman. 
Directed  by  Gustaf  Edgren  (8727674) 


The  Adam  and  3 oe  Show 
Channel  4, 12.10am 


Anybody  still  watching  television  at  such  an 
unsocial  hour  will  be  rewarded  with  this 


oddball  comedy  show  in  which  Joe  Cornish 
and  Adam  Buxton  sound  off  from  a  bedsit  in 
Brixton.  Their  targets  are  drawn  from 
popular  culture;  with  regular  swipes  at 
films,  records,  magazines  and  food.  A  soft 
toy  version  of  Trainspotting,  complete  with 
the  foul  language,  is  a  good  indication  of 
what  to  expect,  and  there  is  more  bad  taste  in 
a  look  at  great  moments  from  air  crash 
movies.  Further  justification  for  hiding  foe 
show  away  in  the  small  hours  comes  in  a 
sketch  about  visiting  a  urinaL  But  Cornish 
and  Buxton  do  have  a  gentler,  wittier  streak, 
and  are  capable  of  bong  funny  as  weti  as 
provocative.  Peter  Waymark 


850  THE  BILL  When  Sun  Hill  teams  up  with 
Customs  and  Excise  to  crack  a  fencing 
operation,  Meadows  is  concerned  foal 
they  wifl  end  up  paying  the  bill  but  not 
catching  the  vfltains  (T)  (1099) 

850  FAITH  IN  THE  FUTURE:  Young  and 
Foolish  Faith  discovers  she  has  a  young 
admirer  at  college,  which  becomes  foe 
source  erf  amusement  (T)  (9326) 
950ffSHgg3  STAYING  ALIVE  Kelly  is 
making  decisions  about  life 
while  Mck  is  thinking  about  death.  Last  in 
foe  series  (T)  (2815) 

1050  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (42099) 

1050  REGIONAL  NEWS  (154631) 

1040  FILM:  With  Hostile  Intent  (1993)  Drama 
based  on  the  true  case  of  two  CaEfomian 
policewomen  who  fought  against  the 
injustice  and  corruption  of  their  mate- 
dominated  profession  Starring  Meftssa 
Gflbert,  Mel  Hems  and  Peter  Onorati. 
Daacted  by  Paul  Schneider  (7) 
(51903457) 

1255am  ED'S  NIGHT  PARTY  (8441674) 

1.00  FUNNY  BUSINESS  (83026) 

150  THE  GOOD  SEX  GUIDE...  LATE 

(6534533) 

255  BUSHELL  ON  THE  BOX  (r)  (2799277) 
355  WAR  AND  REMEMBRANCE  (r) 
(887484) 

450  RECOLLECTIONS  (56446484) 

5.00  INTERNATIONAL  TOURING  CARS: 

Italy— MugeDo  (r)  (49194) 

550  NEWS  (30303) 


j  '  -1 

As  HTV  West  except 
12.55pm-1.25  CROSS  WTTS  (9962877) 

155  HOME  AND  AWAY  (30513438) 

155  JUSTICE  OF  THE  LAND  (21512490) 
225550  MURDER,  SHE  WROTE  (9616235) 
5.10-540  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7541709) 
650-7.00  ANGLIA  NEWS  (877) 

1040  SHORT  SHARP  SHOCKS  (418341) 
1050  Film:  ERIK  THE  VIKING  (45572815) 


650am  THE  WONDERFUL  WIZARD  OFOZ 
(44544) 

7.00  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (72815) 

9.00  HERE'S  ONE  1  MADE  EARLIER  (29148) 
9,30  FILM:  Bye  Bye  Birdie  (1963).  Musical 
comedy  starring  Dick  Van  Dyke,  directed 
by  George  Sidney  (T)  (74099) 

1150  LAWN  AND  ORDER  Encounters  report 
on  gardens  of  America  (r)  (T)  (83964) 
1 230pm  Lift  Off  (r)  (60983)  1.00  Sesame 
Street  (65438)  200  The  Bafloonatic  (b/w) 
A  Buster  Keaton  short  (26717362) 
g-25  FILM:  Five  Against  the  House  (1955, 
b/wl.  Heist  drama  starring  Guy  Macfcon 
and  Brian  Keith.  Directed  by  Ptifl  Kartson 
(T)  (713506) 

4.00  F1FTEEN-TO-ONE  (I)  (490) 

450  COUNTDOWN:  Die  Search  for  the 
Supreme  Champion  (T)  (902) 

5.00  TV  DINNERS  (r)  (3457) 

550  OVER  THE  GARDEN  WALL  Gardens  In 
foe  Lake  District  (r)  (T)  (254) 

650  TFl  FRIDAY  With  music  from  Texas.  East 
17  and  the  Long  Pigs  (78902) 

7.00  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  fl)  (154273) 

755  THE  SLOT  (464506) 
a 00  LONELY  PLANET  lan  Wright  journeys  to 
Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Syria  (T)  (2341) 
850  BROOKSIDE  The  Close  is  rocked  by  a 
revelation.  Jackie  feels  tom  between 
husband  Jimmy  and  Ron.  Jack  finally 
reveals  his  terrible  secret  (T)  (8148) 

9.00  CAROLINE  IN  THE  CITY:  Caroline  and 
the  Gift  Caroline  worries  about  the  cost 
and  the  implications  of  foe  Christmas 
present  she  is  about  to  receive  from  Del. 
Richard  receives  his  first  commission  — 
to  paint  a  woman  in  foe  nude  (T)  (2186) 
950  CHEERS  Frasier  proposes  to  Diane  but 
doesn’t  get  the  reaction  he  was  hoping 
for  (r)  CT)  (57419) 

10.00  FRASIER  Raster  tries  to  stop  a 
relationship  forming  between  Roz  and 
one  of  Niles's  patients,  a  confirmed 
womaniser  (T)  (33341) 

1050  WHOSE  UNE  IS  IT  ANYWAY? 

Improvised  comedy  (T)  (284761) 

11.05  TFl  FRIDAY  (r)  (558148) 


Starts:  650am  THE  WONDERFUL  WIZARD 
OF  OZ  (44544)  7.00  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST 
(72815)  950  HERE'S  ONE  I  MADE  EARLIER 
(29148)  950  Rim:  BYE  BYE  BIRDIE  (74099) 
1150  THE  LIVING  SEA  (3051)  1250 
SESAME  STREET  (49490)  1.00pm  SLOT 
METTHRIN  (75902)  150  LITTLE  JACK 
LITTLE  (29984964)  150  Rim: 

CONFIDENTIAL  AGENT  (B4855726)  450 
FIFTEEN-TO-ONE  (490)  4.30  ANTON 

MOSIMANN:  NATURALLY  (902)  550  5 
PUMP  (3457)  550  COUNTDOWN  (254)  6.00 
NEWYDDION  (737419)  655  HENO  (849693) 
655  SION  A  SIAN  (725772)  750  POBOL  Y 
CWM  (149525)  755  OPERAVOX*  CARMEN 
(314728)  8.00  CEFN  GWLAD  (2341)  850 
NEWYDDION  (814B)  950  TU  FEWN  —  TU 
FAS  (6047)  1050  BROOKSIDE  (33341)  1050 
WHOSE  UNE  IS  IT  ANYWAY?  (94081 5)  11.10 
TFl  FRIDAY  (739896)  12.10am  THE  ADAM 
AND  JOE  SHOW  (9911674)  1255  Him: 
THEATRE  OF  DEATH  (732868)  220  Him: 
THE  VENGEANCE  OF  FU  MANCHU  (540281) 
450  Rim:  BABY  FACE  (3538842) 


Buxton  and  Cornish  (12.10am) 


12.10  THE  ADAM  AND  JOE 

essaasa  show  Offbeat  comedy  show 
presented  by  Adam  Buxton  arid  Joe 
Cornish  (2583620) 

1240am  RUM:  Theatre  of  Death  (1966) 
Chiller  starring  Christopher  Lee.  directed 
by  Samuel  Gallu  (185705) 

250  RLM:  The  Vengeance  of  Fu  Manchu 
(1965)  starring  Christopher  Lee  as  the 
Chinese  fiend.  Directed  by  Jeremy 
Summers  (540287) 

4.00  RLM:  Baby  Faca  (1933,  b/w)  with 
Barbara  Stanwyck  as  an  amoral  adven¬ 
turess.  Directed  by  Alfred  Green  (91991). 
Ends  at  5.10 


\7>.  v  •"  ■— 1  ■*»*.* 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 

iimi _ _ _ 


Roast  ISWIfl?  1250  7h»  Sky’a  No  Until 
984]  (88148)  250pm  Mom  to  Hie 
Woods  (IMS)  (50544)  4JD0  Haw  Adrao- 
tures  of  Oforer  Twtot  (8S44)  LOO  Cagney 
and  Lacey:  Tfw  View  TlKWigti  to  Q#w 
erik*  (1B9SM1W57)  750 Top  10  (223S) 

B.00  Outbreak  fl®95)  1000 

Phantasm  B  (1*94)  (2*963)  flUS 
Above  Suspicion  (18M)  (^Wlg 
1.15am  Dangerous  Mantlona  (1#B4) 
(167026)  250  Schemas  ff»5)  (35tS39) 
Wshnmof  AduB*y(11»5)  (43567) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 


7-OOain  Love  Conrscmn  (4630051)  750 
Press  Your  Lis*  (4660515)  7.40  Xopvty 
0877235)  8.10  Hotel  (5222032)  0f» 
4ne*ner  Watt  (EftetaSS)  045  Own 
WHiey  (7573457)  1040  Red  TV  (4435070) 

11.10  Safly  Jessy  Raphael  19027070)1250 
Geratto  (96915)  150pm  1  »  3 
3jOO  Jenny  Jores  115983)  450  Oprah 
Wrtroy  (BUtti  550  Star  Tree  Noa 
Genera:  on  (507CH  650  Wear  Ariwmurc*;* 
Supwrav.  (9670))  7.00  Smpsore  (30») 
750  M*A*5*H  (9625)  «50 
{55099)  B.00  Water.  Texas  Ra^erPSZS) 
1000  When  Armais  Mack  (38322)  1150 
tew  Mwruures  of  Superman 
1250  LAP.D.  (770)4*  1250am  Beal  TV 
(£0025)  150  Hji  Ms  Long  F»y  D®**] 


ChajTpWKrtps  (8E2167)  450  World  Spon 
Special  [4612)  459  Sports  Centre 
12252506)  BJP  Nabuaters  (81B8)  850 
Sports  Centre  (73506)  750  FA  Cup  Second 
Round  —  Lhe  (581544)  1050  Sports 
Centre  (741481 1150  HoU  the  Baa  Page 
(58273)  1250  FA  Cup  Second  Round 
(10804)  250am  WltsUnj  (85638)  350- 
450  Sports  Centre  (63842) 


^  "  i  *V- 


SKY  SPORTS  2 


450pm  A  Urea  Crowe  tai  BreoUyn 
(1045)  (373190961  6.10  Adamj  Rib 
1948)  (20758709)  850  Running  Scared 

S386)  (80530148)  10-15  Orerenarelo 
985)  (8912964)  1250  LaasTTwnZaro 
09871  (278483ffl  150am  No  Sax  Pteaae, 
We’re  Brttshl  (1873)  (96807660  3.15-550. 
Man  feifha  Iren  Made  (1939)  (6889484)  . 


aoOprn  The  Ob  f®  14693)  950 
KHL  Ice  Hockey:  Power  Watt  16834457) 
1050  Westing  16837544)  1150  Rugby 
League:  Big  League  dsesss  (2240615) 
1150-1 50am  Cue  Masters  (3491322) 


SKY  SPORTS  3 


THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 


750pm  Star  Trek:  Deep  Spaeetejn 
116130701  850  Nowhere  Man  (16994901 
950  Models  toe  (1619254)  1050  R® 
(1512341]  1150  La»  Show  w«> 

Lawman  n037964)1250FIUtOt«Go«' 
Boo*  If  (£3669101  UXOm  Hit  Ha 


SKY  NEWS 


Vtoldwioc  raws  away,  buflewa  on 

ira  nour.  24  hom  a  day.  sweftii3)B  a 


SKY  MOVIES 


'  i  850a«  Sreofcy  p96S)  1505641  ftWTIW 

W  Stezbarg  CewHKflon  (197^  (TMg 
1050  Tire  Bangw.  If*  »ok 
h  the  Sky  (19951  I3»S77J  IZODTh* 
Sntofl99at60SORg5Op«Th»l Wap- 

tere  Iteaw  p97^  (S2902)  WOCtore^ 

tteDnoaa€yBdUoii(l9CS)£7SW)*^0 

Ramtemnea  UM  (199<H7452g  750 AH 

Bre  WaywWi  Amte  (4683)850 Tw* 

«X20  Immgrtal  ju- 


Sky  Hovtea  QoU  toirea  amr  reiapm. 

mmam  Mouse  Tracks  (4396341)  82S 
CuoA  Mack  (4372148)  6J0  B onkw 
(9286720)  7.15  Dartaftig  Duck  (66458709 
750  Maddn  (367372 ^  855  Quack  Pack 
(3174099)  850  Tmon  end  Pumbaa 
s«40aa  650  Siig  Mb  b  Stay  (63277B1) 
655  Grounding  Marsh  (5964761)  950  Big 
Oow  0483148)  95S  Lamb  Chap 
(199438)  10.15  Muppa  Babias  (5316934) 
1050  WCnrieriand  (7998525)  11.10  PUtausfr 

Trades  C323322)  1 1^ -40  Under the  Ufrbrtflo 
Tree  (9588883)  12.10pm  FrastfeRodc 
(3126544)  1255  Lamb  Qiop  t1703l^ 
155  Goof  Troop  (8248 7615)  150  Ateddto 
©4612032]  155  Darlnwig  Cwk 

rai6E)051)  255  Sorters  (89113815)  250 
Quack  NfflCk  (36M802)  350  Tlmoo  and 
Funbaa  (9024438)  350  .Goof  Troop 
(7105033  855  Ttron  and  Pwn&m 

A _ t  t— —  «50lTJia9l  A  *W 


1250  SoabaJ  League  Ftevrew  (43969677) 
1.00pm  Spanish  Foottwfl  (94672070)  350 
Tenres:  Grtrtd  Sbm  Cup — Lkre  (43665964) 
750  World  Spate  (41416148)  750  Veto- 
Cydtog  Magazine  (83129S51  850  Trans 
World  Spot  Ml 35961 2)  950  GoU.  JC 
Penney  Oasaic  -  Lre  (41360O99)  1150- 
1250  TenrtK  Grand  Slarn  Cup  (80844902) 


Secrete  ot  foe  Vsre  (8529728)  S50  Deadly 
AueaaGans  (8513341)  &30  Getepegco 
Islenls  UBS 00683)  750  Ned  Step 
[72798961  750  Mysterious  Urwerse 

(8506877)  8.00  Nanm  Bom  KSers 
(1033254)  850  JUSttS  Files  (1013490) 
10.00  The  Driven  Man  (10238771 1150  The 
Astronomers  (1385612)  1250  Alter  Desert 
Storm  (8489026)  150am  The  Extremism 
[5620571)  150250  The  Speoakste  fl 
(7297930) 


CeBomu  Dreams  (3962)  450-550  Sweet 
Vaflny  ttgh  (6896) 


NICKELODEON 


UK  GOLD 


EUROSPORT 


Tracy  and  Hepburn  In  Adam's  flfo(5lcy  Movies  Gold  6.10pm) 


750an  SdtJng  (5S72B)  850  FoolbaB'  FFA 
FutsaT  World  Chemptoosttp  (23009)  1050 
Memafemal  Mororeports  Report  (42612) 
1150.  Foottofl:  l&A  Cup  Third  Round 
Second  Lag  (12167)  150pra  Freestyfe 
SWw  World  Cup  —  Dm  (8848EQ  2.00 
TwrwMonrneisiWoirten'sTroFiiy — Uwe 
(BB728)  450  Foofotit  RFA  Futrat  World 
Chempionehrp  —  LarO  (K8M19)  SL15 
'Alpine  Skfrig:  SHSpedel  18220090)  650 
-  Alpine  ShAig'  Women's  World  Cup  —  Lwe 
(91902)  7-00  Sumo  (93273)  850 
Supeichs&s-  Wbrld  Champkinsnip  —  Live 
(507166)  1030  Snottttardng  (32761) 
1150-1280  Footbafc  RFA  Ftfsal  World. 
Championship  (47419) 

GRANADA  PLUS 


150  Mm  Smith  (1611781)  150  Fantes 
(5472709)  250  Thte  Vtor,  Nert  Year 
(S4561S7)  350  Naarest  aid  Dearest 
(1042419)  350  What  foe  Papers  Say 
(71330806)  350  The  Day  (71625344)  450 
Stolen  (2585964)  550  Mapp  and  Lucre 
11066099)  650  Classic  CorwMcn  Steel 
(1631506)  650  Forties  (18S5186)  750 
Doing  Their  ^ Thing  (1067726)  750 Wattfmfl 
(1844070)  850  The  XYY  Man  $874693) 
8.00  Classic  Ccnmdon  Sbbsi  (2307273) 
8JE  The  Good  Lite  GtKte  (2353 79C^  1050- 
1150  Stcte)  (8BB7S44) 

From  1150pov5L00am  lien  and  Uotora 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE _ 


THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 


FSms,  teauras  and  dassc  senes  every  day 
Iron  8pn-4ani  Monday  to  Wednesday  and 
1an»4an  Thucday  to  Sunday  on  saieftie. 
end  from  Sam-4am  arery  day  on  cahte 
150am  The  TwtigM  Zeno  (6872200)  150 
Tates  of  foe  Unexpected  (6453552)  250 
New  Alfred  Hitchcock  (339137S)  250  Nghl 
Gdtay  (3303113)  350  Friday  foe  13fo 
(5273CC6)  3JS5450  Quarts  (7879912^ 


750am  Goreg  lor  CM  (2026167)  735 
Crossroads  (2720506)  850  Ntighbaus 
(9374166)  855  EastEndere  (2715780)  950 
The  BA  (4006032)  950  CottiE  (8290167) 
1050  The  SUSuans  (4035544)  1150  The 
Onedln  Lne  (13S38J7)  1250  Ctoswoada 
(40942893)  1255pm  Nagtooure 

(40945780)  12L55  EastEndEis  D  945677). 
.150  Some  Mothers  Do  ‘Are  'Em  (3263188) 

2.16  Met  foe  Shew  (28415815)  250 
Stogaris  Day  (8510070)  3.00  Sate  ollhe 
Cemny  (7289273)  350  The  B#  (K228151 
4.00  HcMBfds'  Way  (1731815)  550  East- 
Endere  (6430457)  555  Croscroads 

(63695061  650  You  Bang  WLorri* 
(23925061 750  BoPs  Fu4  House  (3730612) 
755  The  Best  of  Topol  foe  Fop®  (1654761) 
855  Ever  Decreasing  Cedes  (2030148) 
950  Casualty  (75384029)  1055  The  BP 
14499254)  1050  Men  Behaving  Barfly 
(4060047)  11.15  Lns  a  Jongbus 
(£653490)  11^45  Miami  Yes  (5473603) 

12.40am  FlUt  H-wk  tiw  Slayre 
(66829451 2.15  Sttpprfig  (2597991) 


650am  Turtles  (52186)  650  Biter  H*ce 
(913801  750  Ftocho’s  Modern  Ua 
(3303001)  7.1S  Hey  Arnold  (7542625)  750 
Bugrara  (58002)  850  Doug  (65099)  B50 
Aaahh*  Reel  Monsters  (57070)  950  Where 
on  Earth  rs  Carmen  Serttiego^  (48322)  050 
Wimbonc  (85341)  1050  Bananas  m 
Pyjamas  (7277896)  10.10  Kane  and  Orfate 
(S284381 1055  Mr  Man  (2301 1861  IDAS 
Bananas  in  Pyjamas  (2371322)  1150 
Clarissa  Expians  u  AIT  (56032)  1250pm 
9001  Sister  (06457)  1.00  Baber  (46438) 
150  Katie  and  Orbie  (95728)  250  UUe 
Bear  Soanes  (6341)  250  SilcMn  Around 
(22457)  450  teeMon,  (59378211  4.15 
Technic  (B3B7S42)  450  Rugrals  (B427631) 
AAS  Doug  (B42E186)  650  Seise  Sister 
(7693)  550  Moasha  (3506)  650  Ftauid  foe 
Twtsr  12849)  650-7.00  SuESOd!  (4099) 


(2097877)  150  Hotonds  (9657490)  250 
The  Agony  Experience  (2538186)  350  Ine 
as  Three  (5570254)  450  Who's  Sony  Now? 
(2529438)  450  TdfcabOUl  [2786457)  5.05 
Ungo  (45965964)  550  Lucky  Ladders 
(25329(0  650  I  Dream  or  June 
(2539815)  650  Ready.  Steady,  Cook 
(8229937)  7 JOB  The  New  Mr  and  Mrs  Shaw 
(4455235)  755  TrMd  Pusutt  (4089780) 
850  General  Practice  (3358438)  950  RLM 
VIHSng  tt»  WL  Tha  Terns  Cheerteada  Story 
(26017070)  1050  Entertanmeni  Now* 
(8235815)  1 150-1250 Sa.  Files  (1245064) 


FAMILY  CHANNEL 


PARAMOUNT 


750pm  Wrier*  Snotes,  (7457)  750 
Benson  (3903)  850  Due  Soufo  (82167) 
950  Almost  Parted  (34032]  950  Tam 
(76693)  1050  Enteriafomern  UK  (69015) 
1050  Gets  on  Top  (45235)  1150  Berry 
Weteh  is  Coming  (46877)  1150  Nrensiand 
(59273)  1250am  siedqe  Hammerl  (22264) 
150  Due  Soufo  (832®  250 EntatanmOT 
UK  (11533)  250  Barry  IVefeh  fe  Coming 
(30668)  350  Gals  On  Top  (B737BI  350 
Almost  Perfect  1 14620)  450  Close  (35113) 


550pm  BSocfcOuaecs  (3419)  550  Treasure 
Hunt  (869021  £50  Catthphrase  (1341)  750 
The  Pyramid  Game  IES83)  750  Hart  lo  Hart 
(187091  850  Dmy  Free  (1428)  950 
Bergerac  (15419)  1050  Slay  Lucky  118506) 
1150  Fterg  Damp  $2693)  1150  Evening 
Shade  (960701  1250  Lou  Gram  (61378) 
150am  Borgerac  (36378)  250  Hart  to  Han 
(31755)  350  Lou  Gram  (772001  450  All 
Tcgefoer  Now  pi 129)  450450  The  Black 
SlaBon  (27533) 


The  24  hour  music  channel.  Indudes 
news,  reviews,  he  concert  footage.  Wer- 
vraw  and  foe  laflea  muse  video  chans 


BRAVO 


The  vWeo  hfi*  channeL  Oassc  rock  and 
pop  videos  end  foe  bea  new  sounds 

ZEE  TV 


TLC/DISCOVERY 


On  Way  wtth  Ante  t«B3)  85b*""  «- 
(mH  (94954896)  «20  lam***  *+ 
toired  n»4)  (163015)  uoom 
with  0OBH*r  (10#^  (86S5129)  1 
and  8mm  (10B3)  ,-93427804)  355  Body 
Bags(1W3)Se83S91l 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 


OflrtMfog  Duck  (356326)  MOavTra*?? 
148151 030  Freaky  Fnday  (606^51)^ 
pajfcTheMtfite8”  Batote  CterWwn* 
J8433419)  050-1050  Home  Impnaemert 

SKY  SPORTS  1  _ 


&00»  A  Cm  ft*  HMrS  C19S8^ 

750  Bare-Mr  (1986)  (5332®  BJOTIn 

Bw»  Mteto  «t  A 

WW)  (733S41 1050  ¥tton»^ of^ AMwy 


7JXten  Sports' Dante  (49525)  750  Ytea- 
£Sn3EB}&30  RBdro  wa«n(»72g 
p  nn  sports  Centre  (4078(3  S3® 


650am  Runway  (5173CG1)  650  Tekte  OH 
foe  Tin  ^9740780)  BAS  Time  lor  a  Stay 
(82267273)  750  ABsont  (785814ft  7.15 
TtcMB  -on  -foe  tom  (8653728)  750 
Casweazte  (1G31526)  «50  caast  Corona-' 
lion  Street  (19S2B96J  050  Runway 
0861107)  9.00  Famtes  (1B42419)  950 
AtWon  Martel  (5408320  10-00  What  foe 
Papers  Say  (724 1450)  1050  The  Day 
(8S54235)  1050  Nearest  and  Oeamsl 
(1864831)  1150  Mapp  and  Lucia 
(16402731 1250  Classic  Coronation  Street 
(1965863)  1250pm  Wakfotog  (5473438) 


Fran  850am450  TV  High  Street. 
Ineiudec  oonsuncr  nen«  and  features 
From  0.00-1250  Food  nnd  WIntL  lrv 
eludes  recipes,  and  ittesa  tom  Ddia  Smfo 
From  12504.00pm  Hoatth  and  Beauty. 
Intirdas  Natural  Hfidfo 
From  350450  Nona  and  Garten. 
Indudeo  The  Good  We  Style  Gudo 


THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 


4.00pm  ftograplv.  HoudW  (20491 88)  550 
Ancrert  Mwwts'a  (190681ft  050 Weapons 
Ol  w»  (4478070)  7.00-050  Biography. 
FDR  (6838273J 


050am  The  JoyotPairaiie  (40379021 B50 
Gardeners'  Diary  (2304341)  1050  Go 
Ffcfag  (9696709)  1050  House  Style 
(4033186)  1150  The  Bestoreflon  Game 
II 7 1 5677)  1 1 50  Cretorise  (1 71 6506)  1250 
Two's  Country  Ctxwg  (4024438) 
1250pm  Graham  Kerr  (2315457)  150  Yal 
Can  Ctx*  (13S23S)  150  Home  Again  with 
Bob  Wte  (231472ft  250  Furniture  lo  Go 
(7208780)  250  Secret  Gardens  (BS18S12) 
950  Rex  Hunt's  Rshng  Advertises 
(Z2B7B1ft  350  Thfc  Old  House  wah  Sieve 
aid  Norm  (8620457)  450 dose  (8S09864) 
DISCOVERY  latea  otef  at 450pm. 
450pm  Rear  Hunt's  Bshng  AAwtures 
(B5QS884)  450  RoadshO*  (8505148)  S50 
Tim  Travelers  (7256002)  550  Terra  X: 


G50am  Swan's  Crossing  [43752351  850 
Mefcdovuir  Teenage  Urban  Adwrmjrers 
I4379K1]  5-43  HsRuvay  across  foe  Gatoy 
and  Turn  Left  (663438)  7.15  Ready  a  Noi 
(653051)  755  CdHomla  tteems  (6152322) 
ai5  Saed  VOffey  High  (107457)  8*45  Art 
Attack  (9707983)  050  Tny  TCC  (unU 
300pm)  Tny  and  Crew  (9083612)  050 
Brum  (90701481 140  Johnson  and  Friends 
(1180001)  1050  Rofati  and  Rosie  ol 
Coettstel  Bay  (8461803)  1020  Fhfcert 
foe  Frog  (6791167)  1040  Charlie  Chain 
(468870ft  1150  DnotiaW«  (90612)  1150 
Jin  Hansen's  Anm«fl  She*  (91341)  1250 
Barney  (07612)  1250pm  Where's  Wai/7 
(35883)  150  Casper  told  Friends  (149B4) 
150  Tmy  and  Omv  04635506)  1JSS 
Johnson  and  Friends  (41106438)  250 
Bump  (80842803)  MO  Mr  Berm  (3714821] 
350  Hallway  across  foe  Gcdaxyend  Turn 
Loft  (4902)  350  Ready  or  rial  (8877)  450 


12.00  Fartasy  Island  (2381490)  150pm 
Remington  Slwto  (230743ft  2.00  Auloman 
18687964)  350  Fantasy  Island  (171414ft 
450  FfLNfc  Ore*,  Kller  Whnht  (728B457) 
650  ThundettJifds  (2310902)  750  The 
Champions  (1011032)  850  Sasfcy  and 
Hutch  (1020780)  050  Crime  Stay 
(1040544)  1050-1250  RLM:  The  Un- 
nameable  Returna  (1713419) 


UK  LIVING 


050am  K*oy  (163709ft  750  The  Agony 
Experience  (1264544)  750  The  Young  and 
foe  Rasters  (3636322)  830  A  Taste  a 
Wales  (15221*8)  855  Tumtoxrui  (8827284) 
9JS  TrMol  Puraud  (7551998)  1050  Enter 
tato/TB*  New!  (88687091 1058  The  Jerry 
Springer  Show  (1380831)  1150  Thn  Young 
end  foe  ResUaaa  (1B95322)  1155  Food 
and  Dmfc  (2827457)  1228pm  Cal  th? 
D0«a  (4041372ft  1250  Gafariela 


750em  Jaagren  7-30  Lifestyle  East  850 
Campus  850  Shrl  Krishna  850  Chahro 
1050 Hasretrenl050 Urdu  Serial  Kachna 
Aur  Kharagosri  1 1 50  CockEvy  Programme 
Zaire  Ka  Saiai  1150  Ten  Bhi  Chup  Men  Bhi 
Chup  1250  And»  1250pm  Nukkad  150 
Bongtof  Mow  450  Mere  Saafo  Chat  450 
Sons  Chandl  S50  2ec  Tone  550  Zee 
Presents  850  Zffi  and  You  750  BBGD 
750  Aahaa  850  News.  Euonevvs  850 
Antakshari  950-12.00  Hn  Sto  Season  - 
A)ey  Devgan-  Sutiaag 
CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 


ConOmieus  eartoons  trom  Sam  to  Opm, 
tiwfl  TNT  time  aa  beiaw. 

850pm  WCW  Mttrw  Wharaiha  Big  Boys 
Ptayf  [4135 72S4)  SUM  IwnlMM  (10G2) 
(41350341)  1150  White  Heat  (1040) 
(50800416)  150pm  Act  of  VMmca 
0948)  (52S37S71)  850450  honlKM 
(1082)  (72979649) 


i WpKSBmSte.. 


Victorious  Henman 
on  double  time 
in  Munich 


-  Robson- fear-s  - 
;  an  end  to 
United’s  adventure 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  6 1996 


Tour  of  Zimbabwe  gets  off  to  worst  possible  start  as  defeat  signals  early  crisis  of  confidence 


Eng 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  Harare 


HARARE  (third  day  of  Jour); 
Mashonaland  beat  England 
by  seven  wickets 

IF  ENGLISH  cricket  lasts  for 
1,000  years  —  and,  on  this 
evidence,  there  is  a  good 
chance  it  wflj  not  —  men  may 
still  say  of  the  national  team's 
pitiful  performance  this  week: 
“This  was  their  least  fine 
hour."  There  is  a  portrait  of 
Winston  Churchill,  who  once 
turned  a  similar  phrase,  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  pavilion  at  the 
Harare  Sports  Club,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  it  faces  away  from  the 
cricket  pitch  where  England 
yesterday  went  down  to  a 
seven-wicket  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  mighty  Mashona¬ 
land.  Otherwise,  it  might  have 
fallen  off  the  wall. 

If  they  are  not  to  experience 
further  humiliations  at  the 
hands  of  Zimbabwe  in  the  Test 
matches,  England  may  need 
an  in-form  Churchill  to  lift 
their  spirits  in  the  next  ten 
days  because  Michael  Ather¬ 
ton,  the  captain,  and  David 
Lloyd,  the  coach,  are  rapidly 


ENGLAND  XT.  Fra  kuttnoB  197  p  D  B 
Craft  80  not  out;  Kkftay  5-531 
Second  Innings 

N  V  Knight  c  0  J  Campbell  b  Kirttoy ...  ~  3 
‘M  A  Altaian  c  D  J  Campbell  b  Brers  ..  7 

tAJ  Stewart  bKhtlay . . 0 

N  Hussain  tow  b  P  A  Strang . . 39 

G  P  Ttape  c  D  J  Campbell  b  Breqr 2 
J  Ctartoy  c  Matombanadzo  b  Brent  - .  7 A 

R  0  B  Craft  b  P  A  Sirang  . . 3 

DGourtb  PA  Strang  . .  12 

ARCaddckcADRCanqitoaH 

b  P  A  Strang . . . .  ...  28 

A  D  Mtdalv  c  and  b  Brant . . . .  2 

P  C  R  Tiftnal  not  out  . . . 2 

Extras  (b 6.  rti  2)  _ — _ _ _ 6 

Total _ 180 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  14  ,  34,  3-27,  4^9, 
M05.  8-111.  7-137. 8-15B,  9-167. 
BQWUNG  Kirtksy  16-6-35-2.  B  Strang  11- 
5-18-0;  Brent  10-3-22-4;  P  Strang  2x1-6- 
58-4,  G  Rowes  11-2-43-0. 

MASHONALAND;  Hrat  Inrrgs 

GW  Flower  tow  bTubwB  . 28 

SVCartstec  and  b  Gough  . 9 

*AD  Campbell  cHusoanbtutnal _ 55 

D  L  Houghton  c  and  b  Tufnefl -  110 

C  B  Wetat  c  Crawtsy  b  Croft - 45 

P  A  Srang  c  Crawley  b  Craft _ _  6 

tD  JRCvnpbeftc  Hussain  b  Craft  .  ..  8 

G  B  Bren!  tow  b  Craft . . .  1 

B  C  Strang  bw  b  Tufnsn  . .... _ _  0 

D  Matambanadzo  not  out  . 2 

R  J  Kfrdey  tow  b  Tutnefl  . . 3 

Extras  (lb  6,  nb  7) . . . .  13 

Total  (854  overs)  _ _ 280 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-22.  28a  3-142, 
4-258. 5-286. 6-257.  7-274, 8-275. 9-275. 
BOWUNG-  Mutafiy  12-2420.  Gough  16- 
343-1;  CaddeX  102-46-0.  Tuftwfl  25.4- 
7-78-5;  Craft  224-C54 

Second  tarings 

G  W  Flower  c  Crawley  b  Muialy . 2 

SVCaitetebMufeDy  .  3 

•ADR  Campbell  not  out  . . 53 

□  L  HougWon  c  Gough  b  Thorpe  ..  .  34 

C  B  InAsftart  not  out  . 0 

Extras  (to  5.  nb  1)  . .  ..  8 

Total  (3  wkts) - 1 - 98 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-8, 2-11, 395. 
BOWLING:  Muitafiy  6-1-18-2;  Gough  3-0- 
K-0,  Tutnat  9-1-35-0.  Croft  6.3-23-6; 
Tborpe  1 -0-3-1 

Umpires  K.  Kanjee  and  □  Kalar. 


running  out  of  words  to  ex¬ 
press  their  bewilderment  at 
how  this  tour  —  supposedly  a 
chance  for  everyone  to  boost 
their  averages  —  is  going 
after  one  week.  One  of  the  few 
rays  of  hope  is  that  the 
motivational  videos  prepared 
by  Lloyd  arrived  yesterday. 
They  could  not  have  come  at  a 
better  time. 

Those  who  have  watched 
England  cricket  teams  play¬ 
ing  abroad  over  the  past  ten 
years  are  not,  of  course,  short 
of  disaster  stories,  but  it  is 
hard  to  find  a  collaring  from 
an  unexpected  source  quite  as 
comprehensive  as  this  one. 
England  have  lost  to  the  full 
Zimbabwe  side  and  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  Cricket  Academy,  but 
that  was  in  one-day  matches. 
Perhaps  the  closest  rival  is  die 
defeat  in  Grenada  two  years 
ago  at  die  hands  of  a  West 
Indies  Board  XI.  days  after 
England  had  been  dismissed 
for  46  by  West  Indies  in 
Trinidad. 

That  game  finished  in  its 
alloted  three  days,  but  here 
England  were  unable  to  take 
Mashonaland  into  the  fourth 
day  set  aside  for  the  game. 
Last  night.  Mashonaland, 
quite  rightly  refusing  to  risk 
handing  back  the  initiative, 
declined  England’s  request  to 
meet  again  today  in  a  one-day 
matdu  Instead,  the  touring 
team  will  practice  at  a  local 
ground  among  themselves. 

England  resumed  play  yes¬ 
terday  with  hopes  of  pulling 
themselves  out  of  the  trouble 
they  had  got  into  with  their 
feeble  batting  performance 
on  file  first  day.  TufneU  duly 
claimed  the  last  remaining 
wicket  for  the  addition  of  one 
run  —  to  give  him  his  first 
five-wicket  haul  for  an  Eng¬ 
land  side  for  two  years  —  to 
restrict  the  deficit  to  S3,  but 
within  minutes  of  embarking 
on  their  second  innings  Eng¬ 
land  were  ail  at  sea.  That  the 
trouble  began  with  what  was 
probably  a  poor  derision  is  no 
excuse,  because  nobody  could 
reasonably  daim  that  Eng¬ 
land  had  the  worst  of  the 
variable  umpiring  in  this 
match. 

In  the  third  over,  bowled  by 
the  admirable  Kirtley,  Knight 
was  adjudged  caught  behind 
off  a  bad)  that  may  or  may  not 
have  found  an  inside  edge 
and  may  or  may  not  have 
carried  to  the  wicketkeeper. 
Knight  left  the  field  with  great 
reluctance  and  not  before 
umpire  Kanjeewas  prompted 
to  verify  his  derision  with  his 
square-leg  colleague. 


Bassos  HZi® 


No  958 


ACROSS 

i  Rubble  for  building  (8);  un¬ 
compromising  (44) 

5  Part  of  trousers;  one’s  coun¬ 
try  house  (4) 

8  Throw  mvrboard  (8) 

9  Cry  in  lament;  enthusiastic 
H) 

11  Line  within  circle;  simulta¬ 
neous  notes  (5) 

12  Regard  with  worship  (7) 

13  Band  of  colour,  mark  of 

NCO  rank  (6) 

15  Riches  (6) 

18  Tertius— ,  Middlemardi 
doctor  (7) 

19  Producer  of  loaves  (5) 

21  Steal:  small  cut  (4) 


22  Unvaiymgfcvri  of  speech  (S) 

23  Place  confidents;  (4) 

24  Incautious  (8) 

DOWN 

1  Seizes  (aircraft)  (7) 

2  Proportion  (5) 

3  Very  simple  cask  (6.4) 

4  Raw  recruit  (6) 

6  OT  book  before  Daniel  (7) 

7  Part  of  verb;  taur  (5) 

10  Multistorey  tenement  (5,5) 
14  Going  to  the  root  (7) 

16  Horse/cart  link  (7) 

17  ■— Kern:  — K— (6) 

18  Of  the  moon  (5) 


21  Steal:  small  cut  (4)  20  j£™^°rNor*a-v' 

The  solution  to  957  will  be  published  Wednesday.  December  II 
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Atherton  begins  the  walk  back  to  the  pavilion  and  Brent,  the  Zimbabwe  bowler,  celebrates  as  England  stumble  to  defeat  yesterday.  Photograph;  Stn  Forster  /  ALLS  PORT 


No  such  doubts  surrounded 
tile  dismissal  of  Stewart  three 
balls  later.  Leaden-footed  to  a 
fast  delivery  of  full  length,  he 
could  do  no  more  than  deflect 
the  ball  into  his  stumps  and 
England  were  four  for  two. 
Atherton  held  out  until  the 
fifteenth  over  for  his  longest 
brief  innings  of  tiie  tour  before 
driving  at  an  wtswinger  and 
being  well  held  by  David 
Campbell,  the  wicketkeeper, 
high  to  his  right 
The  bowler  was  Gary  Brent 
a  medium  pacer  who  might 
struggle  to  get  into  an  English 
counfy  side,  but  whose  figures 


yesterday  —  four  for  22  from 
ten  overs  —  make  him  look 
like  a  world  beater.  His  sec- 
aid  victim  was  Thorpe,  who 
dabbed  half-heartedly  and 
was  also  caught  at  the  wicket. 
England  were  floundering  at 
29  for  four. 

Hussain  and  Crawley  then 
put  together  England's  high¬ 
est  partnership  of  the  match. 
76.  Both  batted  well.  Crawley 
in  particular  looking  detached 
from  all  the  nonsense  going  on 
around  him.  After Thorpe  had 
given  Paul  Strang  his  first 
wicket,  sweeping  but  barely 
out  of  his  ground,  Crawley 


was  left  trying  to  marshall  a 
lower  order  that  seemingly 
wanted  to  have  a  heave  rather 
than  do  its  job  and  hold  up  an 
end. 

Before  the  day  began. 
Strang  was  potentially  En¬ 
gland's  most  dangerous  oppo¬ 
nent.  but  much  of  the  damage 
had  been  done  even  before  he 
came  on.  He  intended  not  to 
unveil  his  googlie  before  the 
Test  series,  but  the  prospect  of 
a  famous  upset  led  tom  to 
bring  it  out  and  it  accounted 
for  Gough,  one  of  his  four 
victims.  Strang’S  influence  on 
the  outcome  is  probably  suffi- 


Country  cousins  outplay 
pampered  professionals 


THERE  could  hardly  be  a 
greater  contrast  between  the 
social  and  sporting  back¬ 
grounds  of  the  Mashonaland 
players  and  the  visitors  they 
humbled  yesterday.  Zimba¬ 
bwe  cricket  is  small-time, 
largely  amateur,  tmder- 
exjxjsed  and  under-funded; 
England  possesses  the  largest 
professional  dreuit  in  the 
world  and  is  a  multi-million 
pound  business,  arguably 
with  more  money  than  it 
knows  what  to  do  with. 

While  several  high-profile 
members  of  the  England  team 
—  such  as  Atherton.  Stewart 
and  Gough  —  annually  earn 
weD  over  £150,000  a  year, 
from  county  contracts,  tour 
fees,  international  appear¬ 
ances  at  home,  equipment 

endorsements,  newspaper 


Simon  Wilde  points 
out  that  of  the  small 
number  of  cricketers  in 
Zimbabwe,  only  nine 
are  full-time  players 

columns  and  advertising,  not 
to  mention  being  entitled  to 
drive  die  ubiquitous  spon¬ 
sored  car.  it  costs  many  of  the 
Mashonaland  players  money 
to  lake  time  on  work  and  beat 

Pnglaiwl 

Five  members  of  their  team 
are  amateurs,  whose  employ¬ 
ment  comes  from  farming 
and  tobacco,  staples  of  the 
Zimbabwean  economy.  To 
play  for  their  province,  they 
are  pud  the  equivalent  of  £9 


■4 .  ■ 


Campbell,  the  Zimbabwe  captain,  made  an  unbeaten  53 


per  day  and,  hardly  surpris¬ 
ingly.  many  have  to  turn 
(town  imitations  to  play.  That 
is  why  James  Kirtiey.  an 
English  professional  who  is 
spending  the  winter  coaching 
in  Harare,  was  drafted  into 
the  Mashonaland  team  for 
this  match  at  short  notice, 
after  Eddo  Braudes  derided 
he  could  not  affbrd  to  be  away 
from  his  chicken  farm. 

David  Houghton,  who 
scored  a  century  in.  the  first 
innings  of  the  match,  is  the 
best  paid  cricketer  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  because  he  not  only  {days 
for  tiie  national  team  but 
coaches  ft.  He  receives  ££500 
a  year  for  his  coaching  duties: 

In  afl.  Zimbabwe  possesses 
just  nine  professional  cricket¬ 
ers.  Five  of  them,  played  for 
Mashonaland  yesterday  and 
England  should  encounter 
the  other  four  when  the  lake 
on  Matabdcland  m  Bula¬ 
wayo  next  week.  These  are  the 
only  two  provincial  teams  in 
the  country  and  last  week 
Mashonaland  won  their  an¬ 
nual  play-off  for  the  national 
championship. 

There  are  some  350  serious 
adult  cricketers  in  Zimbabwe 
and  30  dubs,  most  of  them 
based  in  Harare  and  Bula¬ 
wayo,  among  them  Harare 
Sports  Club,  which  Staged 
yesterday's  match  and  pos¬ 
sesses  a  bowling  machine 
only  because  Gloucestershire 
left  one  behind  after  a  recent 
pre-season  tour. 

Cricket  is  still  predominant¬ 
ly  played  here  among  whites, 
although  Africans  have  re¬ 
cently  taken  up  the  game,  but 
it  is  regarded  by  many  as-a 
diversion  from  other  pastimes 
such  as  hunting  and  off-road 
driving.  By  far  the  most 
popular  sport  with  the  major¬ 
ity  black  population  is  foot¬ 
ball  and  attempts  to  qualify 
for  the  next  World  Cup. 


dent  for  England  to  start  to 
worry  about  what  problems 
be  might  cause  them  in  the 
Tests. 

.On  a  patch  offering  mb-. 
pounced  turn,  a  target  of  150 
would  have  given  England  an 
outside  chance,  but  that  pros¬ 
pect  disappeared  on  the  stroke 
of  tea,  when.  Crawley  drove 
uppishly  at  Brent  and  .was 
caught  at  mid-off  for  74.  Six 
overs  after  the  interval  Eng¬ 
land  were  all  out  for  180, 
leaving  Mashonaland  96  to 
win. 

Zimbabwe  sides  are  notori¬ 
ously  bad  at  chasing  runs.  but. 

Atherton 
goes  for 
check-up 

THERE  was  further  worry  for 
England  yesterday  when' 
Michael  Atherton,  the  Eng¬ 
land  captain,  went  to  hospital 
for  a  check-up  on.  his  long¬ 
standing  bock  complaint.  It 
did  not  reveal  anything  unto¬ 
ward.  but  he  is  to  see  an  1 
orthopaedic  consultant  and  . 
undergo  an  X-ray  today  as'  a  1 
farther  precaution  (Simon 
Wilde  writes).  -  - 

Atherton  has  been  in  severe 
pain  for  several  days  and  it 
appears  to  have  affected  his- 
performances  on  the  field, 
although  he  denied  that  yes-: 
terday.  His  three  innings  in 
Zimbabwe  have  occupied  a 

total  of  just  42  balls  and 
yielded  only  nine  runs,  and  it 
scented  that  be  was  in  discom¬ 
fort  when  he  fielded  on 
Wednesday. 

"But  after  returning  from 
hospital  yesterday,  he  took  the 

field  for.  Mashonaland *s  sec¬ 
ond  innings.  later  baaed  brief¬ 
ly  in  the  nets  and  was  anxious 
that  his  bade  trouble  should- 
not  be  usedas  an  excuse  for 
EnglandTr poor  performance, 
aver  the  past  three  days. 

Before  his  back  parn  resur¬ 
faced,  Atherton  was  suffering 
from  a  viral  infection  and 
Wayne  Matron,  the  England 
physiotherapist,  believes  that 
this  illness  may  have  prevent¬ 
ed  the  daily  medication  he 
takes  from  working.  Atherton 
is  now  over  the  illness  and 
Morton  hopes  the  painkillers 
will  start  to  take  effect  again. 

Atherton's  problem  is  he¬ 
reditary  and  he  has  battled 
with  it  for  many  years.  He 
missed  a  one-day  game  for 
England  in  -  Australia  two 
years  ago  but  has  not  missed  a 
Test  match  since  bring  rein¬ 
stated  to  the  national  side 
early  in  1993.  six  months 
before  he  was  appointed 
captain. 


there  was  little  likelihood  of 
losing  from  here,  even  when 
Mullafly  quickly  removed 
both  openers.  Rower  to  a 
stunning  reflex  catch  by 
Crawley  at  short  leg.  Alistair 
Campbell  and  Houghton, 
careful  at  first  of  the  threat 
posed  by  Tufndl  and  Croft.' 
soon  expanded  into  a  flurry  of 
boundaries  and.  just  before 
the  sdieduled  close.  Campbell 
hit  the  winning  runs  to  wild 
cheers  from  several  hundred: 
locals. 

□  The  England  tour  manager 
in  Zimbabwe.  John  Barclay,  - 
and  tiie  former  national  selec¬ 


tor,  Brian  Bolus,  have  been 
chosen  by  tiie  counties  as  tiie 
final  two  members  of  a  new 
management  committee  to 
oversee  the  England  team  and 
determine  who  selects  it  Bar- 
day,  tiie  former  Sussex  player, 
and  Bolus,  tiie  only  man  on 
the  six-man  committee  to  have 
played  Test  cricket  join  Bob 
Bennett,  the  chairman.  David 
Acfidd,  Lord  MacLaurin  and 
Tun  Lamb.  The  group  will 
meet  for.  the  first  time  in 
January.-  ■ 

Art  of  winning,  page46 
-  -  Symonds9  dwice;  page46 


bio-one's  evet  been-, 
in  ‘ LIKE  *  with  our  whisky. 


LAPHRQAH? 

no  half  measures. 


